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Mareh 22, 1872

Food and Drug Administration

tgpartment of Yealth, Education and Welfare
5604 Pishers Lana

Rockville, ‘faryland 20352

srtention: U'r. John ¥. Palmer, M.i., Deputy Director
sareau of Drege

Dear Ur. Palmer:

1 am writing te find out what the ¥DA 13 doing to ressarch the
suspectad carcinogenicity of tales (with and without tremolite ashestos):
and what measures ave baing taken to safeguard the public against exposure
to asbestos-containing coneumer products (building materials, fabries, etc.).

As you prebably know, the National Institute for Hecupational Safety
and Vealth has just published the docuwment, “Cepiteria for a Recommended
Standard ..... Oceupational Yxposure te Asbestos.’ The closipg vemark #n
section ¥V, Nevelopment of Standard, reads, "Thus, the wffact aftegy several
decades of a one-time acute dose of limited duration which overvhelms the
cleariny sechaniswm, and is retained ie the lungs, may be a8 harmful [carcin-
omenic] as the cumulative effect of lover datly doses of exposure ovar many
vears of work., Asbestos is known to have heen used in over 3000 applicntions
including £ilter media for productien of drugs, chaap cigars, home boller

Sen
tnsulation, heat-resistant clotbing, paper products, apraved fireproofing
inmulation, and numercus building products. T .

Tale {s mineralogically similar to asbestos, and in a survey of 51
commereial tales in 1942, 17 were found to have greater than trace SmOunts
of tremolite aghestos, which frequently occura combinad with tale devosits.
necent publications have pointed out the possibility of tale cavsing gvarian
cancer and stomach caacer (in Japan). However, zs far ag 1 know, no one hay
heen able to flrmly establish talc as being edther carcinogenic or harmless.
The mont disturbing use of tale I koow &F 1s in yrocently-marketed féminiee
hyglene sprays. Also, some cosmetic powders have strikingly high fihroun
content.

Aay information you can gend about the FDA's activities on ashoetos
and tale will be deeply appreciated.

Sincerely vours,
Rarey L¢ Castleman
ndyislon af Afr Pellution and
Industrial Heplens
AIC ems Bureas of Zavironmental Services
ces Py, Barl lleyaers
vy, Jerome Toldsteln

4
S Lol Ly



