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CURRENT STUDIES INDICATE THE TLV FOR ASBESTOS I3 TOO HIGH

Evidence suggesting that the Threshold Limit Value for exposure to asbestos-containia:
materiais is too high was presented at the Western Industrial Health Confsrence in San
Francisco, September 29-30 by Leroy Balzer, Reseasch Specialist in Industrial Hygqier
at the University of California‘s School of Public Health (Berkeley, Calif.), who repor:
an stydies of insulation warkers in the San Francisco Bay ares. Some of his informaci

{s summarizsed below:

The midget impinger was used for environmental sampling {or dust exposures both-
the breathing zone and in general air. The membrane filter was used in evaluating
,the environmental expasure to {ibrous materials. Samples were collectad using Mi
lipore Typs AA filters in (ield monitor cases connected to pareonal air samplers u
attached to the werkers {or periods ranging {rom 30 minutes to 2 hours. The {ibex
were counted by clearing a wedge-shaped segment of the filter using a modified tec.
nique of the U.S. Public Health Service at 430 X magnification, using phase contras
illumination.

Although the insulatien werker in the Bay ares works with asbestos-containing produc
45% of the time, his oversll timesweighted average esposure to asbestos-contadining

materials is below the presently recognized TLV of § mppef specified by the America
Conference of Covernmenial Induatrial Hygienists. The three work areas in which th
dust levels were above the TLV (prefabrication, tearing out, and mixing) account for
l1és ¢ thaa 20" of his total work time, however, the incidence of radiographic changes
indicative of asbestosis is over 25% in men with 20 years oz more of work. That the
present TLV for asbestes is not preventing asbestesis is supparted by these obsezva
tions coupled with reports {rom some asbestos industries which have experienced a d
creased incidence in asbeetosis fallowing a reduction in dust counts well beldw the T
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