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Asbestos fibers (rom pipe wrap-
pings and brake linings couid cause
luag cancer in workers and retirees of
U.S. Steel’s Fairiess Works.

One Fairiess Hills man, s 22.year
worker who handled asbestos at the
Fails Township plant, has won a set.
tiement from the corporation after
cancer ciaimed part of one lung.

And a federal agency and the larp.
est iocal steelworkers’ union are prob-
ing the asbestos level and employee
health ot the mill.

A Fairless Works spokesman de-
nies workers' health is threatened,
saying, “We take the necesssry steps
to make sure our peopie are protect.
ed.' And he says the former steeiwerk-
er's illness o set reiated to ashestos
poisoaing.

Ashestas, s known cause of cancer
and other respirstory disorders, has
been used in Fairiess Works since the
plant was built in the early 19588,

Aa asbestos tape is wrapped
around steam pipes throughout the
plaat, workers say. And the substance
ts coatained ia brake linings on
cranes, they adds

Workers are safe as long as the as-
bestos in the tape and brake liniags re-
mains intact, says Dr. William 4.
Nicholson of the Mt. Sisai Medicai
Center in New York City.

But once the asbestos dreaks into
microscopic {1bers and becomes air.
borne, it challenges workers’ health.

“Dismantling of pipes wrapped
with asbestos can cause high concen-
trations(of fiders)),' Nicholson says.
*Usually the ssbestos pipe wrapping
is covered by canvas, paint or metal.*

Such outer coatings do aot exist in
the plant, workers claim.

‘“There used to be & cost of dlsck
paint on the pipss, but that chipped
when cranes hit them,' 8 worker re-
calis. "It (the paiat) has peeied off -
it's a long time since they were black.*

The piant spokesman resposds the
asbestos (nsuiation is covered. And
when the pipes are repaired, ''steps
are taken to protect the worker as the
law specifies to kosp exposure to 3
miaimum.’

Another worker says brake linings
are cleancd with an air gun, which
“blows the ssbestos onto the foor. It
just sits there in the dirt and grease.’

Nicholson decribes the same proce-
dure as common practice in cases
where asbestos poisoning has been
found. His staff at Mt. Sinai's environ.
mental laborstory, headed by Dr. Irv-
lag J Seltkofl. is considered the
pioneer and authority on the cancer:
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causing agent.
Vacuum cleaning

Nicholson adds the brake linings
shouid be cleaned with a vacuum or
wet cloth to keep asbestos particles
from becoming sirborne.

The piant spokesman says wet
cloths are used, and pre-drilied brake
shoes are bought as another precau-
tion. (Without the drill holes. weorker
would have to drill through the asbes-
tns shoes, resulling in asbestos parti-
cles.)

The chilling characteristic of as-
bestos poisaning, Nichoison says, is a

20- to 30-year dormancy period. In oth-
er words, workers inhaling the cancer-
causing fibers would not suffer from
the discase and couid not detect 1t for
two to three decades.

“The lower the exposure, the lower
the risk The higher the exposure. the
higher the risk.' Nichoison says 'We
don’t know the threshhoid for asbestos
(how iong a worker must be exposed to
fiders to contract cancer), so the best
thingistoeliminatet *

Dormancy peried

It is the dormancy period which
worries local 4889 nfficials.

"{t takes 20 to 30 years for the as.
bestos tn show up and affect peuple
The plant opencd n 1952 (27 years
ago)’ officials say. "“Men who worked
in the plant ail their lives and who
have retired couid have it (lung can.
cer).’

“The bost thing to do 1s get a check-
up.' they add.

The lncai did send 26 workers {rom
the sheet and tin division and 40 men
from central shops to local doctors for
X.ravs. Only four of these cases, ¢x:
smined three months sgo. resuited n
‘*abnormal’ X-rays and required more
tents. says Al Lupini. Local (589 pres:-
dent.

But one of the doctors — Dr Solo-
mon Kominsky of Rolling Lane. Red
Cedar Hill. Levittown — says asbestos
poisoning may nut show up on one-di-
mensionai X-revs Other tests would
be nceded, he aads

Kominsky rcfuses to discuss the
steeiworkers’ cases he has handled,
citing the confidential doctar-patient
relstionship.

Results of the suppiemental tests in
the fqur “"abnormal’ cases are not
ready, Lupim adds

Waras against panic

The local president s leery to start
8 “panic’ among his ¢ 500 members,
other plant workers and former em-
ployees Yel an operation custing 3
man's lung and the ensuing settiement
with management are making Lupini
wonder how scrious the situation could
be

The wurker — 3 turhine mechanic
whose name the Bucks Cuunty Courtep
Times i~ withholding at his request -
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Hairless plant tested for cancer

recently consulted a specialist. who
found lung cancer Aflter the opera-
tion, the victim's lawyver prepared a
claim ggainst U.S. Steei. oniy to re-
celve an offer to settle out of court.

"“That was a rare reaction.” Lupini
says ol the corporation’'s quick offer
"“Usually they teil us it (the aiiment) is
emphysema (and is not job related) °

The plant spokesman denies the
victim's iilness is related i0 asbestos
poisontng He calls the settiement s
‘‘workmen's compensation matter.*

The settiement provides the disa-
bled worker £213 a week. It aiso ac-
knowledges his disability was caused
by an ‘‘industriai disease,' Lupim
says.

1 feel sorry for the man,’ the local
president adds. ‘But this is 8 bresk.
through in industrial discase *

To guage the asbestos problem. Lu-
pini called in the federal Occupational
Safety and Health Administration,
known as OSHA

Alr samples

OSHA investigators sampied air
throughout the piant about six ‘weeks
2go, says Walter Wilson. diredtor of
the Philadeiphta office. Resuits will be
compiled within 60 days, he adds.

OSHA's limit as established by the
federai Environmental Protection
Adency is two Mbers of asbestos per
cubic centimeter of air within eight
hours But a scientist at Franklin (n.
stitute 1n Philadelphia calls OSHA's
standards and detection techmques
outdated

Dr Victor Damiano says OSHA's
guidelines were established (rom re.
search in asbestos plants ornly, not oth-
er types of manufacturing Atr sam.
ples sre taken, and the number of
{ibers are counted

This procedure s accurate for an
asbestos piant, where all fibers would
be asbestos Damiano explains But in
s steel plant. the (ibers collccled can-
nut be distinguished.

Franklin Institute dncs have two
types of eleriron MICrONCOpes to sort
out fibers Bul ONHA investigators use
2 more primitive lLight microscope
which cannot show the difference be
tween fiberes Lamianu says

“OSHA has dragged i< fcet.’ the
scientist criticizes It docsA't hasve
ambient air specifications There has
been trouble 1n schoois, but it (OSHA)
has nc :1gures for school kids (o dbe
subjected (o asbesiun)

Damiano points out the Philadel-
phia School District has e«iablished
Limits more stringent than OSHA's.

The Frankiin [nstitute does priv ate
analyses such as the study it did for
the Neshamins School Distetct in 1977
That studsy geve the district 2 clean
il ul heaith after asbestos cellings

had been patnted to cut down [ibersin

the asr
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