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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

C D

CD

CONSTANCE A. NEWTON, 
Individually and as Executrix 
of the Estate of HUBERT G. 
WELLS, and BETTY WELLS, 
Individually and as Widow of 
HUBERT G. WELL, etal,

Plaintiffs

v s . n > b AS 5-435(JJF

A . C . u S . , etal
Defendants

- —

Oral deposition of EDWARD R ABON, taker.

pursuant to notice, was held st the Lsw Offices cf C-

! cTiC JOS?ph f Packard Building, 17th Floor , 15th and C

Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 on Monday,

13, 1989, ¡inning at 10:20 a . rn. , before Del

Registered Professional Re por u er-Come.i ss iona r of Dee 

there being o r ° s e n t .

A?P A.K r\.NC m o .Zj o ;

BAYARD,¡HANDELMAN & MURDOCH, P.A. 
BY: PHEBE S. YOUNG, ESQUIRE
Post Office Box 25130 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 
Phone: (302) 429-4236
Representing Charles A. Wacner Co 
Inc.

A-102

¿nn MARKFT ÇTRFET K m r w - m w p n 54CM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

i 1

12

13

1 4

15

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

?

P P E FRANCES : (c o n t i n u e d )

GOLDFEIN & JOSEPH 
BY: GARY H. KAPLAN, ESQUIRE
Packard Building, 17th Floor 
15th and Chestnut Streets 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 
Phone; {215) 977-9800 
Representing Asbestos Corporation 
Limited
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Okay. And what coes that mean by supplier?

A. We are a distributer, an agent or whatever

terminology is used for raw materials to certain a

industries, and we must get those raw materials td neool

who make them, and in turn sell them to the people who use

them. And in a sense vre act as a sales arm for the raw’

suppliers, one of tne descriptions of the distributor.

Q. In this case then for the American Chemet

Corporation, would it he correct to assume that vou were

10 provided Cooper Quices bv American Chemet Cor por atio:

Q. By you I mean Charles 'Wagner

A . Yes.

Q. And for purposes of this deposition when 1 refer to 

vou, unless I state otherwise, ;'ll be referring to Chsrle: 

Wacner . Is that okay, sir?

A . Y e s .

Q. Okay. Now you said raw materials. 'Were all of the

suoolies that you carried and distributed raw materials?

A. Yes. In our terminology they were raw materials. ;

can't think of a different terminology for them. 

q . And you said in your terminology.

A . U h - h u h .

q . Why don't you describe for me what you mean then by

raw materials.

A-104
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EDWARD RABON 9

. Well raw materials to us means that they are

: o ducts which, are purchased by a manufacturer to be used 

suallv and almost only in conjunction with other products 

o make a finished product. It's an ingredient we supply

those finished p r o d u c t s , We don't supply finished

ducts per se. V? e supply nothing that the customer takes

uses as is . It's used in some manner in the

anufacture of his product. The raw materials says up here 

he raw materials for and we list the industries on tne 

beet. So we supply various raw materials for paints, 

a r i o u s raw m a t e r i a 1 s to make rubber anc so on.

Okay. And by the sheet, you are referring to an 

xhibit which has been marked Exhibit 1 ? 

ü h - h u h .

). Did you carry any other min erais for American Chemet

;o'.'poration?

4. N o .

Are they listed on Exhibit 1 because they were a 

major supplier of yours?,

A. No. They were not a major supplier.

q . What purpose were they listed here on the brochure

itself?

A, They were listed just to advertise the fact we had

Copper Oxides. I have no other reason for that. 

q . In fact when I said the brochure, I'm referring to

A-10 5
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EDGARD R A hi U N 12

The next company listed on Exhibit 1 is ¿.met lean 

lloid Company.

R i g h t .

. Do you know where they are located?

Yes. Their offices are in Skokie I believe, which 

s a suburb in Chicaeo and the slants are located in

yoming and South Dakota. n/i . ( Ì ~ t \

Does Charles Keener Company still ¿trpp2.-y—  then?, 

Yes, we co.

A -T-o. American Colloid Company?

'es I w e do.

How lone have vou have been suno 1 vir.c materials &-r h

American Colloid Company?

I would say fifty years to my personal knowledge.

}, On the brochure you list Yoiclay Bentonite as the

nateriel -- or excuse me -- as a substance which is 

suDoliec from American. Strike the question. Let me 

reohrase it. On your brochure you list Volclay Bentonite

as a substance which you received from American Colloid

Company. Did you receive any other substances from them?

A. Bentonite is a generic term for a type of clay they

manufactured. Volclay is their own trade name. So all of

their products are called or are classified under Volclay

Bentonite, but there's a number of grades. They are

segregated by particle size, for purposes which they're

A-10G
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EDWARD RA30N 14

hey air dry it for a length of time and then they take it 

nto the plant, crush it. It comes out and by this time 

t's hard lumps. They crush it. They dry it further and 

hey put it through a grinding operation to make the mesh 

ize, the particular grade size, two hundred mesh, three 

undred mesh, six hundred mesh. And then it's put in

H
torage toppers and then it's cagced usually m  a fifty 

lounc paper bag or a hundred pound paper bag.

Let's turn to the next ccmoanv. American TripoliI %

> i v is i c n , what die t 

v Tr i d o  1i

}. And v;hat is Tripoli?

Tripoli is a silicons type cf product. It's about 

70, 80 percent silica, but it's a particular kind of 

silica. It's unique. &rrry Tripoli at that time was the 

only one I believe mining it. It comes from Missouri.

I t ’s used as a polishing compound, automotive cleaners, and 

various types of polishing compounds, plus other abrasive 

operations. It's parts —  little parts that- made 

polishing, put up against the polishing wheel. It's an 

abrasive material. A natural abrasive.

q . v.'as American Tripoli Division a client of yours in

the 1950s?

MS. YOUNG: A client.

hey supply, sir?

403 M A R K ET  ST R EET
PH ILADELPH1 A, PA 191D6

A- 107

KítlPEJ-COKEft
COURT REPORTING SERVICE

PHONE- 
1215) S2S-S300



1

2

3

/

5

6

7

8
Q

10

11

1 2

13

14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ED'WAED RA30N

middleman?

A . That's right.

Q. Responsible for the sales of these raw minerals to

the various companies located within geographical 

boundaries as set by the companies in your -- 

A . T h a t 's r ight.

Q , —  servicing?

A. It wasn't always the same. it varied with ¿afferent

principals or suppliers depending upon certain factors,

Q. hell was that the way it was with ACL? Ev ACL I'm

referrinc to Asbestos Ccrooration Limited.

2 G

HS . YOUNG ; _ t w a s —

THE WITNESS :: Quite the

HS . YOUNG : -- cuite th

BY HR. KAPLAN:

Q. Did your profit come from upping the cost of the

minerals that you received or the raw fibers that you 

received?

A. It was -- I t ’s the same with ACL as with every

supplier we've ever represented. That's our business. We 

are distributors )for agents. As I've described briefly, 

we -- our supply of raw materials was by the supplier. We 

would ask them for ACL products and we sell them and 

obviously it increased price for the service. They're two

A-108
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EDWARD 2 1

ypes of sales. In some cases the ACL and other princioals 

ould ship directly to the customer, to the consuming 

ustonier. If it were a truck, full truckload or carload,

hen we become would get a commission. The lesser 

&-rircrc-k sales would come into our warehouse either by 

ruck, truckload or by carload and shipped out in smaller 

uantities. That's the pattern for the operation with ail 

he people we represented.

I v,:ant to get into that, but that will be later in 

he deposition. Let's continue v. run the companies here. 

Okay.

). The next company on your discing is Decussa.

They call it Decussa.

'i. Tear, k v o u .

RA3 0N

2. 3y German company, aie u ;e v located in Wes: Ger man v ?

K . They're -- Yes. Their major operations are in West

Germany, h o w e v e r , they have one now at a U.S. plant down in

L o u s i a n a .

Q. When was that plant started?

A. Oh, that was started maybe fifteen years ago.

Q. So approximately 1970 or later than that?

A. A p p r o x i m a t e l y .  Yes. Somewhere in the early '70s.

That's my best estimate. Prior to that they sold the

products that was manufactured in Germany, shipped over

A-109
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*—--l—^

ere and sold that way./\ They 

aking the product.

. How Iona have vou had

equssa?

had their

a business

own plant here

relationship with

About twenty years.

So some time in the early '60s?

Yes. Early or late.

You still have a current business relationshio with

h pm?

. Y e s .

tinder Decussa you state, or it states'in the 

rochure, Aerosil and Flatting Agents, and Carbon Blacks.

'by don't you describe for me what they are?

, Kell Aerosil is their trace name. That's Decussa's

rade name for a family of products. It's describee as a 

yrogenic silica. This is a manufactured product which is 

isnufacturea by the flame process. I'm not qualified to go 

nto the details of manufacturing, except that it's as 

[i st inc u i she a from a mined product t'his is a manufactured

2 . So this is one of the few products which is

manufactured that you referred to earlier?

A. No. You have to distinguish the time here. K e ’re

talking back in the '5Qsf early ‘50s and '60s. Ke did not 

have some of these products. So there maybe a chance m

400 M A R K E T S T R E E T
P H ILA D E LP H IA ,P A  19106

A-110
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EDWARD EA3ON

rocket line. But still the backbone of our business is we 

escribe as nonmetslic minerals to distinguish them from 

r o n h  There's a list of the metalic minerals, but we do 

ave some of these other products. Aerosil is one of them.

Flatting agents again it's still the Aerosil 

roduct, but it's used. You want a flat wall paint? In 

lace of glossy wall paints you put a flatting agent in it. 

arbon Black is made separate. They don't make the carbon 

lack here. Carbon Blacks are made in a separate process 

.nc obey are used as pigments, coloring paints, rubber, 

elastics, cork covering. Covering the black of course arid 

.t 's Carbon Black at black.

}. How cia Charles Wagner originally become connected

C U S S c ?

k. They came to us. In the areas where I personally

„'as involved, I can tell you as I did with American 

Colloid. Them too. Degussa came to us ana said we're 

a o 1' na to market our oroduct in the United States which we 

have ¿pJHrra-Hry only marketed to other countries beside the 

United States. Are you interested? And I said yes, we are 

interested, and it went from there. 

q , d o  you know how they found your name?

A. V?ell, yes, because I would guess they would know.

We had fairly -- We were fairly well-known after having 

started in 1910, incorporated in 1920, always in

A-113
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A. Still is.

Q. -- in Philadelphia. Do you work out of -- Does

Charles Wagner operate out of a warehouse there?

A.. Yes. The warehouse ana office is combined.

Q. Ana who owns that building?

A . Ky wife end I.

Q. When did you become the owner of that building?

A. "Without referring to records, perhaps twenty years

j £CO,

Q. ?r io

* Mr .

Q. Does

A , No .

!o. I 1 m

ecu ipm ent ?

A. W e c

r n c 1 u d ing e

machine thE

equ i pm ent.

say a s e v i

Q. It'

A. Yes

Q. If

A. It

Q. H ow

Wagner, Charles A

'ho owned 

keener .

~ i * i 1

I ’m serrv. Die Charles Wacner Comoanv own an'

o 0
I . •

A - 1 1 2

400 M A RK ET  ST R E ET  
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EDWARD RABON 28

i x t h Street?

'Twenty-five thousand square feet.

How many floors is at that warehouse? 

One .

And you say there's office space there also? 

Yes .

MR. KAPLAN: Let's ço off the record

for a second.

(W h e r e u p o r. a discussion was held off the 

record at this time.)

\r ''*11 I'A-S , 2T ~l n L\ .

r . Rs bo n, how much of y ou r ’warehouse i r „sec f c r 

toraqe purposes?

4 . All of it. Oh, wait a minute. Of course, the

office is part of the twenty-five thousand square feet. So 

I don't k n ov whether we have twenty-five hundred, three 

thousand square feet for office. The rest of it is 

warehouse. I t ’s all warehouse except for the office.

0 . And who has their offices located there? Who in

particular?

A. We did. Charles A. Wagner Company.

q . And who in particular has an office there? In other

words, do you currently have an office there?

A-113
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Q. Any pact of the country you didn't visit on behalf

2 :of Charles Wacner in an attempt to bring in business?

3 A. I can't answer that either. I visited any part of

4 the country. I was not limited. At the time we're

5 speaking of now is -- I came there in 1929. So w e ’re

6 talking either forty -- twenty-five years at this time, an

7 I had a pretty good background. And I was Vice President

8 at that time. And that was one of i?,v major

9 responsibilities, was to accuire ana make certain we hac al 7 - .

10 line of products which were most desirable to have and to 

1 1 market in our territory and But as to where I went, I

EDWARD R.4B0N 30

1 2 first went as far as California.

13 Q. How far south? Did you ever CO ho Texas?

1 4 Texas, yes. Florida. 'he had a ccuired some

1 5 c i 5 V rines in F 1 or rca.

16 Q. How far north did you travel?

17 A.
d /i iJ A  J> a
■e-5-r-i-f-o rirra . I saw the as best os pits one time.

18 Q. You also stated earlier that you represented a

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

company from West Germany. how many companies cic you 

represent from outside the United states? I cuess -- Let 

me rephrase the question.

How many companies aid you represent V'hich 

were located outside of the United States?

€ K e l l  at the time we 'r e s p e a k i n g  of we a l r e a d y

d i s c u s s e d  pe g u s s a .

A-114
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Q. That's right.

A. V>. had one other company, which is not on here,

because we only sold one product of theirs. That's the 

company called Sachtlaven.

0 . I think you better spell that one.

■>n , S - A - C - K - T - L - A -B -N .
i

Q. And you serviced them? You were affiliated with ¡

them in the 1950s? !
A. I believe we 'were. It's been a Icng relationship. |I

we sell one product >o them.
1Í

i  Q  ’
Yhich is vrhc.t, sir?

I
j

i
It's called Blanc Fixe.

i

Q - .And where are they located by t:
!

e v a y ? j

Tr. * >\ here v hat?

Q. There is Sachtlaven located?

r . They v:ere in Cologne. I think they moved, but I

it's -- I wouldn't be sure right now. But Cologne, I have 

been there. I have been to their operation, 

q . And what is Blanc Fixe?

A. It's a Barium Sulphate chemically and it's mace
Ü

chemically from Barium one source and Sulphpric Acid the
v  V  L  1 ?  H  a -T £

other to get your ba-s-i-s (sic). Strike them together

and you get a -- ultimately you get a powder and you put it

in bags. And in recent use you put it in containers and

you ship it to Wagner in Philadelphia.
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EDWARD RABON !
o £ ;

Ii
MS. YOUNG: Do you understand the j

question? ;f
i

THE WITNESS: Well not clearly. No.

1 don't really understand it clearly. There was a 

lot of --

MR. KAPLAN: What I'n trying to do, sir 

-- let's go off the record for one second.

MS. YOUNG: Let's don't.

MR. KAPLAN: Okay. Well -- To r.ake it 

easier, let's go off the record for a minute.

3 Y MR. KAPLAN:

q . Mr. Rabon, let me rephrase the question. Do yon

recall having any conversations, particular conversations 

with anybody on behalf of ACL?

A. That's the same question isn't it?

q . I tried to rephrase it a bit.

A. The answer is no.

q  . Do you recall when Charles Wagner first became

affiliated with ACL?

A, I d o n ’t specifically, but I've been wrestling with

that too. From the record I know that we had sales in '57,

A-116
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for example, and I know that we h 2 d relationships prior to 

that time. so as accurate as I can fell you, I would have

3 to describe it as the early 1 50s .

4 Q. Do you know how they came about? How your initial

contacts with ACL cane about?

A. If came about. I think 'with Hr. ‘Wagner and Mr.

;t that t

Hr. Karcotte usee to come to the States and -- You want the 

whole s t c r y ?

q . If you recall it. certainly.

A. I do recall it fairly well. l'~i-si-e-r-s ’Whittaker,

Clark and Daniels was a distributor in Lev,- York hunt lire 

product lines comparable to ours. Anc Hr. Sam Clark, who

1 4 !1
was the Ciar k o i the H h iota 1; e r , Ciar r. a n c

1 5— < W a c n e r v.ere old frie ncs. The}' were in th

16 bracket. - was a yo ungster at the v i m e ,

17 was the r e d r esen tati ve then ar.c maybe he

was just a salesman at that time. l-ie usee to call on Hr. 

Sam Clark in New York. On one of the days when Hr. Kacner 

and Sam Clark were together, they talked probably products 

m d  asbestos, and Hr. Sam Clark said/you handle it ano

that's how it came about. Hr. Karcotte was introduced to 

Hr. Wagner and I believe that was the start of the thing. 

I d i d n ’t personally -- i just don't know anything further 

on t h a t .

A-117

400 M A R K E T  S T R E E T
P H IL A D E L P H IA ,  PA  19106

KfflPEf-COKEft
COURT REPORTING SERVICE

PHO N E.
C l  5) 928 £300



1

2

3
4

5
5
7

8

o

10

13
1 4

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

2 4

25

EDWARD RA30N 

he ACL products to Du Pont at anytime?

. Were we exclusive? I don't know that, v;hether they

ought from anybody else or not.

. Whether who bought?

. V,'nether Du Pont bought from anybody else or not.

But co you knew if ACL sold 

. W o , I d o n ’t k n o w .

. -- to any other supplier who in turn sold to Du

ont ?

; o u 1 c r. 1 1 - ion't knew tha' c  i  7 n P y

MS. Y OU WG: Coulc v;e co off the record?

r a c o r q a • U l • — o

Whereupon a discussion was nelc off the 

- i c e .  )

MR . KAPLAW:
Let me rephrase the questions, Mr. Rabon.

Did you have an exclusive territory for 

supplies coining from.A CL?

. Chat was my understanding. We had -- To the best o;

my knowledge, l can't find a written contract, but it's my

understanding that they were not selling their products to 
.r? d l—-_ oty’iD''—̂ i

/ji n the territory that we serviced. 

q „ And what was that territory?

^ # W e ll what has b e c o m e  known, as the G r e a t e r  D e l a w a r e

A - 1.18
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EDWARD RABON 62

illey which extended to Delaware. Usually about hair way 

5 New York, and it went to New Jersey, which was New 

cunswick, because out of New York, ACL out of New York 

gent which wasy Clark and Daniels who sold half way down.

5 sold half way up. So with New Brunswick, New Jersey on 

he North, and the State of Pennsylvania on the YJest, ana 

elavare and possibly Northern Maryland. But I c a n ’t be 

ure of that. But Delaware anyway on the South, Chat's 

hat I describe as our territory.

. So would I be correct in assuring that 'within that

eocraphical area, any sales cf ACL products would have 

een through -- to Du Pont would have been through your 

ompany?

On LCL basis it would have been because —

). On what basis? I ’ in sorry, sir.

i. Less than carload. Warehouse. Warehouse shipments.

). Okay.

1. As far as I know. I mean you're asking me -- Are

!>ou asking me whether ACL protected us or not? 1 don't 

uuite understand what you're asking me.

2 . No. I want to know what ramification —  Kell what I 

wanted to know is what your relationship was with ACL 

vis-a-vis Du Pont within the geographical area 'Which you 

defined as being the exclusive supplier?

NS. YOUNG: Could I ask you to specify 

A-119
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EDWARD RA30N 64 j
I

house account which I don't know about.
i

Q. Do you know of any knowledge of Du Pont receiving

env direct supplies from ACL? ;

ri , No, I do n o t .

Q. Okay . Do you know whether Du Pont received any rype

of Asbestos Fibers from any other supplier other than

Charles Wagner?

A. No, I do not know of them receiving anything.

• q . I ’m not talking about simply those which came from

|ACL; but these which came from anyplace,

A . I d o n ’t have any knowledge that they c i c buy

anything from anybody else.

Q. You stated before that some of your suppliep - ^ V» -c  v t ¡ a  u

you receive a iron ACL went to your wareharse?

A . All of our materials sr ippec to Wacner came :o ccr

w a r e h o u s e . v p £

0 . Anc that would i n d u c e the Asbestos Fibers whi ch you

received from ACL?

A . Yes .

q . Okay. Would they always -- Did you keep a supply of

fibers in your warehouse?

A . Yes.

q „ So you always had a steady supply there in case a

need came up?

A. Right exactly. T h a t ’s the function of any

A -12 0
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i ?
1 ?

I

them -- In this case they would have this N where am i 

reading? T h e y  didn't put it on that particular one. R 

something or other. Whatever the number was-.

Q. What color was the printing?

A, Black I guess. I -- Don't ask me w ’nat color it was.

N65216, that was -- That's the same numoer that you'll fine 

on the invoices that Asbestos Corn, sent to us which are 

part of the record someplace.

Q, Row then v;hen you supplied Du Pont, you had che

fibers trucked over to Du Pont. Would that be cor rear?

A. Yes. We called the carrier. public carrier '..curd

nick them uo anc cake them, awav and tare them ¿own to Du

14 ! o . Row you've previously stated that one of tn e as s e t s

1
15 w h i c h t he company had was a sewing machine. was ». V. ;  u t 0

16 mend the b token bags?

17 >e\ « Rot necessarily - - Yes. It was to if for any reason

13 h n p t P hac to ae any rebagging cone, and we're tal king paper

19 b a g s , that would be to repair a torn bag or to -- If it v,' a s

20 necessary to rebag it into some bags that we had, w h ic b w e

2 1 b r o u g h t . And also most All manufactures sent spar e Dags
' S H i f /a g /v

2 2 with their e=accd5 . They put empty bags into the car£. You

23 

2 4 

25

had the option of sliding a torn bag into an over slip bag 

that we call them and then you have to sew it to close it 

some way. You would just go across like that and sew it.

A- 122
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EDWARD RABON

. Let's take it one step at a time. When ACL sent v;

hese bags of asbestos fiber, were they delivered to vcur

00 r step?

. Yes. Either -- I can't remember without looking at

he records whether we started using rail cars or whether 

e took it by truck. I suspect we took it by truck to 

mailer c l i e n t s .

. Were they stored in any particular place in your

arehouse?

Well, yes, they had c 

•arehousemen to use :he spec

1 O U 1 U j  J  u — —

). Leu me rephrase the c

ill the Asbestos Fibers in one 

particular section of the warehouse b ;

■I1 ere using to other than convenience to them. Would that 

)p correct? 

k . That's right.

2 . Ana ’was it your people that would unload the trucks

and take it into the warehouse?

A . Yes.

q # Now your employees that worked in that warehouse,

did they have respirators available for them?

A . Yes.

Q t Do you recall what year the}’ had them available for

A-123
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lem?

, No, I can't, because it was quite awhile. he

an died, I told you, Pennsylvania Sand Silica for a long 

Lme and they were made available.

. And for what reason were they made available?

Because the -- our principle suggested rney be made 

variable and also we were conscious of the silicosis, the 

ontr over sy which was going o n .

. So is that you were conscious of the silicosis, or

bould it be pneumoconiosis? Any kind of illness to the 

uncs caused b'-’ inhalation of dust?

I

n e r a 1 1 y speak

that 1 s w hat p

To ce rrot?c

saline since we -were nanchine cu:

L. Us »
. w ? ^ V

} .

N c w whan 1 say the respirato r s were s umolrec

ar les Uacner supplied them for the workers?

Y°s ■

And did that occurr in the 1 95 0s?

No , I'd say not. I have to figure backwards

1 say morp likely in the '60s, late '60s.

2 . You state you handled Pennsylvania Glass as one of

your older customers or suppliers.

A. Suppliers.

Q. They went back in the 19 --

you actually began there.

A-124
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A . Yes,

Q. In 1910.

A . U h - h u h .

Q. And they were £ company that supplied you with the

silica fibers?

A. V?ell it's not called silica fibers, out it's grcur.c

s i l i c a

Q. It's ground silica. Okay. And they were supplied

in paper bags also?

Yes .

o 4 And you stated that that wa s stored in your

r ~c.rehouse?

à Yes .

lQ -
Anc what is your knowledge of silico S *» c 7

1
iÌ

MS. YOUNG: Do yo u mean at the present

time?

1 MR. KAPLAN: Ok a v . L e t 1s start --

3Y MR. KAPLAN:

Q. Knat is vour present knowledge of silicosis? vihat

is it?

A . YJe 11 a just overall knowledge is that if you inhale

enough of it over a long period of time, it will effect

your lungs and créât pr o b 1 e m s .

Q . And •when did you first became aware of t Ti a t maybe a

A-125
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10

/ o

situation that could occur?

A . There's r

Q. You don't know if it vas in the '60s or the '50s?

A . I'd say i

the other question asked me about supplying masks and I 

know that they would have been supplied, but I can't r < 

tell you that, I just d o n ’t know. These things don't

v-n

way I can a n s w

now if it was

was more likel;

asked me abou

8 happen overnight. They happen over a period of t

Q : Q. Would I be correct that you don't actually

’hen the emolo'.’ fere first ore viced with mas’:

1 1 Charles Wagner? 11i1- -, 1A . Wo, G c a n ’t. I can't tell you u r. t " , *  ̂1 i, Í2G 11 W

13 soe c i f ic a 1 1 v say bee ause I just d o n ’t k now.

1 4 0 . Get me as.-; y ou this. Did you ever h a.v e any employee

1 5 rile a Workmen's Com p. claim against Charles W tener?

t r1 0 A , Wo, we never did.

17 Q . Does Charles 'Wagner rave a s a f£> +■* W C C PT1 1 tt re?

13 r. ■> Wo .

19

20 

2 1 

22

23

24

25

n

« ,

Did it ever ha-ve a safety committee?

Wo

q , 1 know you stated at 'a prior deposition there was no

company d o c t o r .

That's right.

Has there ever been a company industrial hygienist?

A-126
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the warehouse?

A. They were told they should wear them for their own

protection and -- but we had no rules.

Q . Did their own protection regard pneumoconiosis?

A. Their own protection from inhaling dust at anytime.

From dust. See we aren't pack anything.

Q. When did you first become aware, you personally now,

that breathing any kind of dust could be hazardous?

A . I can't answer that question. I just d o n ’t know. I

know that I can 'walk down the streets of Philadelphia and 

inhale -- If I did it lone enough, I ’m sure I would rave a 

problem. I just can't answer chat question. I just don't 

know.

Q is t n e : s n a g n e r Company that would

\know?

A No
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a r r i e r ever told us or not

ampensation for nanv vears

E the carriers at that time

I know we have had Workman's 

And whatever 'was the custom 

to have it, but I can't

call.

Where did you —  Did you personally buy or purchase 

ne respirators for your employees at Charles Wagner?

No, I didn't personally buy them.

. Do you know who did?

No, I really don't.

. Do you know who would be responsible -for purposes or. I

eh&lf of the Charles Wagner Company?

v'ell ve're talking now -- I don't -- !

Q. ?his is, _'m sorry, in the 1250s and '60s?

NS. YOUNG: You're ask ine for cure rases

in cenerai?

j n l\ : : ha t 1s right, o:

equipment --

THE WITNESS: Well for purchasing 

general equipment, it would have been a young lady 

bv the name of Clara Poliirtnic (sic) .who is long 

since dead. She was the secretary of the 

corporation at that time.

BY K R . KAPLAN:

Who would have authorized her to purchase equipment

A-128
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EDWARD RA30W 32

or the company?

. Well she was a secretary of the corporation. She

ad authority to use her judgment unless you're talking 

bout a lift truck at fifteen thousand collars. There 

ouId be seme discussion. But basically she -- 

. So by secretary you're not talking rev; a r a

ictation secretary -- 

. Ho, no.

. -- but a corporate secretary?

. Secretary of the corporation. Yes.

Is she related in anyway to Mr. Kacner?

Is she related no you in anyway?

H o .

. When cic she become the corporate secretary of tne

onpany?

. I can't tell you without going back in the records

i. Were the employees of Charles Kacner ever told why

;hey

Q.

Q.

should use uhe respirators?

To keep from breathing cost.

And they were told that, weren't 

In fact, that was commonly known

they?

by the employees,

wasn't it?

A . Sure .

A - 129
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BY !■

Q.

BY

Q.

w M * i-, — ' ^  (.1
J>

KS. YOUNG: Objection Lead in g,

!R . KIP LAN :

Was it --

MR. KAPLAN; Vie 11 your objection was 

leading, This is a deposition, however.

KS. YOUNG: I didn't tell him not

to answer.

KR . KA? You car, answer the

cuestión.

OHE VilTKESS; Vioulc you repast it,

olea:

KR. KAPLAN: Wh.v don't vou read back the

cues' i or !Oi;;

(Whereupon uhe last question was read 

aloud £ a follows:

* QUESTION: In fact, that was commonly 

known by the employees, wasn't it?")

THE WITNESS: I don't know what the

employees h.r.ew really.

KB. . KAPLAN;

But they were informed that breathing or inhaling 

A-13 0
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dust might be dangerous to their health; is that correct? 

A. Yes, I would say so. However, that d i d n ’t -- Well

y e s .

Q. Who advised them of that?

A. Who advised what?

Q . Who advised the employees that inhaling cast rr.ichr

be hazardous to their health?

A . I don't k n o w .

Q. But you are sure that they were ad v sec tr.£t —

A. I am not personally --

Q. -- as you have previou sly stated?

A . I am not personally sure of that. rnhev —  E.ue it J s

log i ca 1 if you supply a mask for somebody 1 n the warehouse,

in the kind of -- I mean the people that we had 'working, it

¡was an
i

hazard to them. la's only normal t h a u y O U L O L. 1 G

say -- They would say why co you want me to wear that thing

and you would tell them. And, of course, nine times out of 

ten when you turned your back, it was a hot day, they 

weren't wearing them. But I can't control that. 

q . So all you can do is tell them?

A . That's right.

q . And if they don't, as long as they understand the

potential risk that would be okay?

A. I ’m not sure they understood the risk, but they --

Q. But they were informed?

A -13 1
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1 A . S u r e .  W e  d o n ' t  p r e s u m e  t o  a d v i s e a n y b o d y  s u p p  1 v  1  r  ç

2 t h e m «

3
Q . W h o  c i d  y o u  s e l l  t h a t  p r o d u c t  t o , t h e  s i l i c a

1
Ì

C O ?

4 A  . P a i n t .

i

5 Q . D i d  y o u  s e l l  a n y  t o  D u  P o n t ?

6 >
r*  * Y e s ,  a  l o t  o f  i r .

7 Q . A t  t h e  S e a f o r c  p l a n t ?

8 • A  .

T

I n  o  ,  A t  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P a i n t  P l a n t ,  ù ÿ e  h a c o n o  o f

9 t h e l a r g e s t  p a i n t  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

10 Q  . D i d  y  o  u  t i l l  t  h  e  V i  i  1 m  i  r .  g  c  o  n  p l a n t V i *  f i  6 f j  y  O  2.  2 C

11 t h e P h i l a c e l o h i a  r i a n t ?

1 2 

1 3

i  t

1 D
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V  C. c

the billing for the deliveries to the Sesiorc plant?

A . T r. & billing a d d r e s s in - - 7  e 11 i t  w  o  u 1 c b e

V.' i 1 ir. i n g t o r.. I c a n ’t tell you what the c e t a i 1 s ere. 

q , :t would f c t h e  corporate heaccuarears?

A. T h a t ’s the way i t ’s a 1'.rays been.

q , When you sold your silica to the Du Pont p l a n t ,  t h e

oaintisrsg plant, aid you advise them of the hazards, 

potential hazards of silicosis?

A t I can't answer. But advising, whatever we a d v i s e d

our customers, was what our principals advised us. The 

Pennsylvania Glass Sand sent us, communicated and said 

here's a certain test that was run. We did this, that and

A - 132
L
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EDWARD RABON D /

he other thing. We recommend this. That would be sent to

or customers. And as far as for the practical matter, Du

cnt could forgot more about safety and dust masks arrd r j  -
ivC'i A.-r nA

e/knew/Charles Wagner Company. They had their cwn Safety

apartment and everything else. And they were years & n c d c ,

ut to answer your quest ion , n o , unless we had cotte

rem Pennsylvania Sand and I con ’t know that .

. You con 11 know if you rece ived any kind of no

rom Pennsylva nia Glass and Sand?

Over a a  r i £ ¿ n  *■ v ear S, I» m s i' r e h e muso ha ve

, p c s, u s 0  t h ? v t„\■ o u 1c send a co t r C' ~ : '~\ 11 -vWv. kw lication once

.while. That kind of st uf f .

Do you recall receiving any particular notice cf the 

> t e n t i a 1 hazards from the ; a c e o

I don't recall recai vine noti :rrem d er mat. !

: h e y - - The warning 1 a b 1 e s are when the <^e cions, were put on
T u t "

rags many years before Asbestos Corp. *3"ut on their bags 2 

m o w  that.

2 . Well since you put up warnings, do you recall what

the warnings stated on the silica bags?

I couldn't give it to you verbatim, but essentially

a warning inhaling, prolonged inhaling dust and so forth

might be injurious to your health. Ke recommend wearing

protection, wearing masks, this kind of stuff.

q . Have you inquired of the Pennsylvania Glass and Sand

A-133
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EDWARD RABON

Corporation as to why it vas potentially hazardous?

A . N o . I think most everybody by this tine knew that

there was a dust Droblem.

£ 3

Q. By this time, what time ar e you referri •-N i-D 9 t.

A. I don't know , Some time By the time they

o n , I don 't know when they put it on. I would have

Possibly I can get the ini or matron from Pennsyl v ani

and Sand, but I can't -- I don t have my own personal j

¡knowledge when they put it cn. I don't know w h e n . j

| ytj KAPLAN:
i

Will counsel
Ì

provate us |

with that information?
1
1 MS. YOUNG: 
|

Nr.at specific information is

| being requested?
j
j M ? . KAPLAN; ■j'p pn o j"} pt C V ̂ vania Glass and

j Sanc Corporation put va m i n e s  c n the bag.

! CHE WITNESS : N hen t he y f i r s t p u a
!
j v; a r n i n c s o r> their bags about not brea thing t 'e dust.

'¡BY MR. KAPLAN;

| q  . Did Pennsylvania Glass and Sana Corporation actually

tell you that silicosis was a condition or disease?

A.. i don't know whether they told us or net.

q , inhere did your knowledge of silicosis come from?

p, I c a n ’t answer. I don't know the things -- kind of

things th13y question. It probably came from reading about

't7 ÇTS F~T
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EDWARD RABON 89

it I g u e s s .

Q . Reading about pneumoconiosis and what it actually

meant ?

MS. YOUNG: Vie 11 you used the word

pneumoconiosis He used uun e v cre C n 1 ico sis.

M R KAPLAN: 0 ■cay.

BY MR. KAPLAN:

Q , Learning about dust in t ne ear t n can C£ Use or

pete ntialiy cause?
i
i

r. ♦ Yes. !

Q. What kind of m acazines o- jour na 1 s di c y ou read? Do

you recall the names of them?

»/ c . YOUNG: y >*8 V c - h i. £ c, b o u - v i c r.

Ì
! regard to sili ccsis bang £■ >7

y ->. KAPLAN; U h-hum •

MS . YOUNG; T 4- — t.
i. o u n a yes ?

MR . K A P L A N : Yes, in any kind of disease

condition that can be caused by inhala ing .

TH E WITNESS: Well again ve' : e talking

paint. The paint journal is a weekly thing that 

com^s around and we subscribed to it for many years. 

Later years we received Chemical Week. Vie received 

a macazine called the Oil Paint and Drug Report.

A - 13 5
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if MR. KAPLAN:

Can you be a little tore specific in terras of the 

ime frame that you received these magazines?

, How many years we received them?

. Yes, Do you know how long?

, N o ,

in the -1 9 2 0s. Were these trade journals received back

nd '40s and '50s and thereafter, or are these more of a 

reation of the 1980s?

. No, they're more recently. But I wouldn't say 1950.

efore 1930, of course. 1 just con't know when.

, Nov; d;c the articles in those magazine journals

ertain to silicosis?

. N o .

W ere the y perta: nine simply to potential bazar ecus

f inhaling the amb i“n t air?

T h e y were p e r t a ining more to manufacturing paint and

iow to co it, and more to selling or mere to describing new 

products for paint and so forth. During the course cf--some 

3 f - - once in a "while an article would come up which you 

asked me the source of information. To the best of my 

<now 1 e d g e , that's the type of places where I would have 

cotten it. The Philadelphia -- The newspaper from time to 

t i .

q . Would your office have records in terms of when they

A-136
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EDWARD R 7.3ON
R ?

. Ves, (a friend of mine too) I'd like to comment,

hat ourgvas a warehousing operation. All the produces we

et are packaged, and the manufacturers have bags there,

isposable which don't leak. And these packages are clean

hen they cone in and they're put in a pile, segregated a m

i 1 ed and they're taken down most of the t i n,e c r. c.a 1 ’ - t s 
o jV £ a-

nd not handle tne bag at/the time. Take a for lift truck 

n and pick up a whole pallet load. Take away and put it 

a c k , You don't create too much cust. You keep the floor 

lean. The dustiest part comes from the lift truck, a 

owboy running it down the aisle, something like that. Yu 

asicaliy it is a clean operaticn. 

bout manufacturinc outfits.

, . v. _ «_ a  _  _ i '

) .

I understand that.

Okaw. how this was a sere of an s d ò

Not withstanding t h a J- C  -j -- I'm sorr v .

Go a n e a o .

), not 'withstanding that fact though, you did require

zour employees to wear the respirators?

\. Yes.

n. And for the purposes of the silica, that was

probably some time in the '50s,

A. Purposes of the silica, well I I -- I don't want

to hedge. I just don't know. And I don't like to say 

something and I don't know. I don't know when it was. Sue

A-1 3 8
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received these various journals?

A. No. You mean you're talking about when tnev starred

receiving it?

Q . That's right.

A. I wouldn't know.

MS. YOUNG: Can we take a snort bres;> ? 

MR. KAPLAN: Sure.

(Whereupon a sncru or ear. was taren

lY MR.

this t i rr.

Q . Mr. .-.ebon r let 7?0 iUSt T7, £ 1* o BUT e I understand this

You knew in tre ' £ 0 s or '50s that you were selling a

product than rr, your belief t n a t rr a y have caused dust

•whether it be silica or anything else; Is that correct?

h  * All the

certain ci r c u ru s

Q. Okay >

reason you cavE

Wagner Is that

A. Yes.

Q. And that

-.11 the products we sell were powder s mostly under 

snces that caused dust.

there nay have been a potential hazard associated with

inhaling created by these oroaucts?
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EDWARD RABON 93

that the general knowledge of s i l i c a , potential

of silica seem to be in the in c u s t r y before the

knowledge of asbestos. T h a t 1 s from my personal

Dservation . Whether I'm correct or not, I d o n ’t know, 

ng I can't say jest when it was, but, yes, we did have it 

p s , we did warn them about dust.

. Okay. So you have the bags in your warehouse?

U h - h u h .

. Vi hen you were about to ship it out to Du Por.t, arc

or chance any of the writing on the bags?

, ho, I cicn't change anything. he a dead so:,etnrng.

. lor accec?

Yes.

What cia you add in the bags?

Vie 11 we would acc a Du Pont, Seafore, Delaware,

irder number so and so, or requisition number so and sc,

kot so anc so, And as time went on, it seemed like they
/ hh 73 £ r. r

rent anc ordered more thincs all the time,' That ;

:ype of thing.

2. You had Charles Viagner's name on the bag also

didn't you?

A . ho.

2 . Your name never appeared on the bags at all?

A No, there was no reason to. It was -- The bags, the

m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  name was on the ba gs anc the -cwrtnadrn-ees
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4

5
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7

course, our own invoice detailing everything, details all 

the order numbers. Again all that stuff, FG3 point, 

Discounts if any, exactly what was shipped, the number of 

bags, the weight of the bags, the weight of the entire 

shipment. And that then was it until it came time to send 

the statement to them if they didn't pay the bill right 

av;ay. If they didn't pay it in thirty cays or whatever it

8 was . It can't -- That somewhat iocs my memory. ± Can't I 1

9 think of what else we did 'with the 'whole thing.
1
Ì

10 Q. Mow did you ever knew the purpose for v;hich i r. c

1 1 A s b e s tos Fibers that you were supplying Du Pont were to be

1 2 used?
Ì

13 > M o . i

1 4 Q. And you stated earlier that you did sell asbestos toj

_L 0 ,various of the companies, and -would I be correo
1

t- c r. c. ~ c c y j

16 were used for roofing coatings?

17 A . Some of them.

18 Q. And asbestos that you also sold was used for I

19 flooring compound; Is that correct? Ì(
!

20 A . That's correct.
fl1

2 1 Q.
C 4 3 r K ; n / Cr- 

And jos-r-k-i-tta comoouna?

22 A . Yes .

23 Q. Ana - -

24 A . Some went into the floor tile. There's

25 appi icat ions for it.
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Okay. When did you

asbestos?

Q . first gain knowledge of

^ « rst knowledge of asbestos?

MS. YOUNG: You mean existence?

MR. KAPLAN: Let me change the cuesa i o n .

3 Y HR. KAPLAN:

Q. The poss ible h a n ar q s of asbestos?

A . I don't know , I can ' t te 11 you. I guess may

: a- A started hitt ine t h e hEEC lines with J o h n £ -M a n v i 11e

Q. You con 1t re call a c "h c time?

! rÌ . . . Bee y o u r par con?
i
Q. You con 't recall at this time?

I don't recall when. No.
i

KR , KAPLAN’: Let's have these race: :
!

carkec, Can you mark these few exhibits? j

(Whereupon R a b o n Exhibits 4 t c 6 were I 

narked for identification at this time.)

BY MR. KAPLAN:

q . Mr. Habon, I'm showing you what's been marked as

Exhibits 4, 5 and 6, Can you first identify for me what 

Exhibit 4 is?

A. it's a copy of a letter written by our company over
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EDWARD RABON' 133

. To the best of ray knov; ledge, no, but they were sent

3 the Seaford plant, anc they may have had a gave number 

: building number or something. But beyond that I'd sav

3

. Can you recall the person's name at the bottom o:

>: h i b i t ? - 5 or Rabón 5 ?

MS. Y O U N G : Can he recall-it?

Y MR. KAPLAN;

Can v o u rea: i n d of cifficul tcC

ours raavbe a little more -■

r.U . i •

MS. YOUNG ist a minute. t mav

,eater c o d v , name is G. T. Russell.

I'i MR. KAPLAN:

3. Did you personally know Mr. Russell? -

1 . No.

2 , Did you have any declines with Mr. Russell prior to

receiving the letter of January 29th, 1969?

A . No.

), in fact, iraraediate1y to the left of the cate January

?9th, 1969 th ere’s a date stamped on the letter. That cate 

Ls January 3 1 s t , 1 9 6 9 .

r. T h a t ’s when we got it in our office.
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So it was received by your office on January 31st.

> you actually recall receiving this particular letter?

, No. I honestly don't recall it, but I have seen it

Touch since. I thought about it. So I do not recall 

sceiving the letter. No.

. Do you recall receiving any letters similar to t r. is

y any employee of Du Pont?

, I can't tell whether -- I can't answer W’nether its \

recess Hazards Committee. We sold fairly a substantial 

umber of different products to the Du Pont Company ever a 

er rod of years, particularly Philadelphia. And they have 

c v c 1 9 ?. w p 61' 5 b v t r ̂  v v “ o src^cifications.

Okay. Let me rephrase the question.

D c vc u 6 v 6r receive r r om Du Pont & n v letter 

similar to this inquiring about a mineral or suostance 

;bic’n vou supplied Du Pont with, that is any mineral or 

substance?

i.. Inquiring as to the safety of it, no.

-) t Had you ever received any letter from any of the

companies that you supplied in a letter or inquiry 

pertaining to the safety of using the material that you 

supplied?

A. Any materials you're speaking of?

Q . Y e s .

MS. YOUNG: Had he received such a 

A-143
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a-DWARD R Ab ON L U 0

Q.

i t w i t n ?

letter tor io r to this?

K R . v A p L p N . Prior to January 29th,

1 9 6 9 .

THE WITNESS: We're not -- We're

speaking of any company?

NR. KAPLAN: Yes .

THE WITNESS: To the best of my

knowledge, n o .

p A? LA 11 :

So' no compa ¡~, v ever i n q u ired as to the safety ci

the mineral or t r.e pr ccuc t which you v;ere supply

n?

1 - S , 1 Oo .\c ! Prior to 1969?

MR . K.AP LAN : That's right.

THi WITNESS: In a form such as this,

no .

BY MR. KAPLAN:

n. what other forms would they be in?

A . During the course of business we worked from data

sheets. A customer normally knows what he's buvinc. He 

normally knows what he's going to do with it', Re wants to 

know the chemical competition and all that stuff. At that 

point if there's any problem, w a would have -- that's when
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EDWARD RABON

lat would come up. 3ut in -- As I have testified before, 

- this point and time our product lines were basically 

onmetalic minerals. They were all, as I described many 

Lmes, cug out of the ground, b e n e f i c i a t e d , put in bags, 

id that's the way you sell it. They're inert materials.

1 r e nonto >; ic in the sense that you put your hand in th e

and it w o n 't hurt you. You can rub it on yo j r s k in and

can eat it if you want to and it won't hurt you, but I

ouldn't recommend it.

. 0 k a v . You have a 1 r e a c v staiec at this dewcritic r.

hat you Knew there was a potential hazard from silica, ar.d 

ecause of that potential hazard, you issued ana required 

our employees to wear respirators?

Yes.

1. Now did any companies, to whom you supplied silica, 

.nauire as to the safety of the product that you 'were

; u p p l y 1 n g them with?

. ; can't answer that. I just don't know.

They may have. You just don't recall?

A . I don't know.

2 . v;ho would know?

A . At this late date no one would know. I couldn't

even research correspondence, because it wouldn't be there. 

I just couldn't. I just can't help you on that. This is 

self explanatory.
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V p c

Q. And you have no reason not to believe t h a a

read by you in January of 1970, do you?

A . N o , I h a v e n o r e a s o n .

Q. Now who is Hr. Leclerc?

A. He was Regional Sales Manager it says right t h e n

>w Mr, Leclerc?

of the - - I thirJ; he either succeeded

n r a v a s !

o. Did you

y He was c

£ t £ *= 1 or -- No,

n o t . I real!'.'

Q . m Y\ *■' s 16

Cor po ration Lira

■yn , V p s

Q.i
Anc the r

i
i lette r coning f

A . N o , none

Q . Anc you

although you ha

A . Oh, yes

Q. Did you

A. I just

t r r r itory 1 po

tell you.

Q. Okay.

the letter s t a

400 M A RK ET  ST R EET

on the scaticnerv o: ;estc:

n in voci ni n e  trai .was a

) ~ A C :
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EDWARD RABON

shipments of asbestos. Is that true?
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Q. Okay. A.fter you got what's been marked as Rabon

6 --

A . Yes.

Q. -- cid you ever call Mr. Leclerc up? Or 2 should

say you d i d n ’t call Mr. Leclerc, did you?

A. No .

MS \r * 7 » r* . , — . 1 O . Y ou mean 'with regard to this

letter?

y A P L A K : With regard to this

l e a n e r .

TE S WITNESS o* s
1

5Y MR K A P L A N :

Q. And you never sent M r . Leclerc a letter questioning

him as to the laoel itse 1 f , c id you?

iit . ’No. I had no occasion t o .

Ìq . And you never wrote Du Pont informing them that now

the bags would contain a label, did you.

a. No. That would be self evident that I didn't write

them.

q . And you didn't call anybody at Du Pont that the bags

here and after would contain a label or a cautionary label, 

did vo u ?
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1

2

A. I didn't call anybody. I'll tell you the normal

procedure in our company has been traditionally on ail 

notices, just like Mr. Leclerc says, we are advising your 

customers whenever the invoices are done by us. formally 

we copy this on a copy machine and send it to each account.

6 That s the normal procedure.
t

7 Q. Does Is there any indication on the face of 1

8 v; h a t s been marked as Rabon 6 that it v;as forwarded tc DU 1
)

Q Pont by you? i
1

io !A . Wo , ther? isn't, J

il Q. Or­ anybody else on your behalf or Charles Wacr.er ‘ S i

1 2 b e h a li?

13 A . No, there i s n ’t.
!

14 - Q . A n c you have received no correspondence from Du Pont

1 5 indi eating that they r ece r ve c t h is from, you --

16 A. Ko ,

17 Q. -- cic you? Ana so to the best of your

18 ! r p co 1 1 ect ion, you c a n ’t say that you forwarded this to DU
!

19 Pent can 1 ou ?

20 MS. Y O U N G ; Objection.

2 1 TRE WITNESS: I can tell you what our

22

23

24

25

procedures have been, and I have been running the

c o m p a n y  for many many years, and I can tell you that

the instructions that our people h a v e ’are carried

out. We get price change notices from Asbestos
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Corp. Our customers are notified. There's nothing 

in my file to say that they were. ; knew chat uhev 

were. We get notices on freight changes, tariff 

changes, a lot of things. They co out. The copving 

goes out to the customer. We con't try to hide 

anything from our customers.

EDWARD R A 5 0 11 m

•Y MR. KAPLAN:

Q
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Look, ing at the second paragraph of the letcer where 

arts, "This practice is being initiated r,ow, "

Q . M U  Cb i  i <Did you ever call anybody at Du 

hat some of the bags they might be receiving would not be 

the esurionarv label?

rt .

Q .

No .

And so vou race no attempt to contact Du Pont upoi

r p  r  q r  v  i  n ' his letter?

NS. YOU N G : Objection. That's not what 

he testified to. You can answer the question,:

THE W I T N E S S : I testified that our 

practice in all cases like this has always been and 

continues to be copying the announcement and sending 

it to the customer. And the customer -- And I'm 

certain we did that in this case. A.nc the customer 

can read as well a e I can, that he would know the

A-14 9

dOQ M A R K ET  ST R E ET  
M U  t n c l PH IA  PA 15105

K m P E S - c o K s n



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
Q

10

11

1 2

13

i ¿

15

16

17

18

IS

20

21

22

23

24

25

EDWARD RABON 115 ;

present inventories that he night receive some 

rate rials that was not -- would net have this 

cautionary label on them.

Y KR. KAPLAN;

. You said it was customary,

his nature have arisen?

. I don't know whet you mean

. Where you ware informed by

ouid be attaching or placing a 1

How many situations

by this nature, 

a supplier that they 

a b e 1 , cautionary labe

o

he product?

. very few.

And that you informed therefore the ultimate user?

. Very few. And when I referred to the customer

ractice, I didn't mean just the letter that was typed. As 

explained before, I mean any kind of letter involving the

customer. As I said, freight prices, discontinuance of 

¿races. Any general business subject was handled that way. 

And I have ev.-ery reason to believe that this was handled

chis w a y

2. Looking at the top left hand corner of the page, who

is W.O.?

A. Bill Owens who is a salesman.

q . An <3 who 1 s C . K , ?

A. Claire Key who was my personal secretary for awhile,
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EDWARD RABON

and I ’m not sure whether she's still living or not.

Q. Who was is ? . N t/ the initials under C. K .7

A. I can go on with the other ones. W. S. is Ward

Stackhouse who is I think still alive in F 1 or i d a . K. R,

Natalie Kessler who is a b o o k k e e p e r . Wayn e Rabon is my

s o n . And going back to -- O h , that's F . N . , Frank Nelson.

T h a t ’s who that i s . Frank Nelson was one of those who

handled orders. H *5 is still with us. n H ~_ n a A i r .  "  V!u s r . i< . I ' m

sure.

0 . This let ter o i January 13th in cleat e s that -- Mr .
|
!leclerc states that he will be advising the customers 

whenever the invoices is cone bv ACL.

A . Right.

Q. A.CL didn't do invoicing for Du Pont cid they?

i That's ri c n t . They cid not.

(Whereupon Rabon Exhibit 7 was marked 

for identification at this time.)

BY MR. KAPLAN:

q . This is marked Exhibit Rabon 7, Have you ever seen

this document before (Indicating.)?

A. If I did, it would have to do with some of these

recent suits, but I don't think I did.

q . Do you know who R. V. Lauber is, L-A-U-B— E-R?

A -151

400 M A R K ET  STREET 
pu m i AHFt PHtA PA 19106

K f l i P £ S - C O H £ n PHONE.
! m 5 )  026-9300

BBSS


