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CLARENCE 30REL « ASBESTOSIS

I have reviewed the King, Sharfstein ¢ Rienstra letter of
Noveaber 4, 1970, belowv are By cowments,

From the.data presented in the letter {t is Teasmable that this
individual has (1) asbestosis and (2) Besothelioma. This dagnesis
vas arrived at by the 2rtanding physician by considering the
envirocoment history, physical findings, laboratory data ad past
operative pathological exanination data,

There are two itexms vhich I take ¢xcsption to in thia lattar., e
i{s that tne so-called asbestos or farruginous bodias is the cause
of I’brosis, Asbestos bodies simply indicare that a aan hay been
exposed to fibrous substances., In this case, it s pProbably reasen-
able to assume that these fiders were asdestos, The {ncidenca of
resothelicaa sppears to be higher in asbestog vorkers than in the
general population. To sy knowledge there is not a direct Telation-
ship between asbestosis and nesothelioma although both condfriens
&re related to excassive asbestos Inhalation,

The threshold 1imje values vhich are Rerely guidelines wish regard
to reasmable working conditicas do Dot preclude tte development of
4sbestos {n some individuals even though the levels apparently have
3ot been exceeded.

Practical experience has demcnstrated thac insulation vorkers who
bave worked in the trade for amy years ware frequently exposed to
high coucantrations of ssdestos fiber,

In summary, this {ndividual Ippears to have agbestosis and vesothe-
lioma which would be rTelated %o his ¥ork environment,

If you have any questicns or comments Please let me kmow.
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