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F
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C
harles D

ankert 
O

ffice of P
olicy, M

anagem
ent and B

udget 
D

epartm
ent o

f Interior 
1849 C

 S
treet, N

W
 

W
ashington, D

C
 20240 

D
ear M

r. D
ankert, 

tate5 

C
ongratulations on your appointm

ent and I think you for your service to our nation at w
hat I consider to 

be the best departm
ent in governm

ent — tied w
ith the D

epartm
ent of the N

avy, of course. I'd
 greatly 

appreciate your attention to the follow
ing urgent m

atter. 

T
opline 

In June of 2024, the St. M
ary's R

iver S
iphon experienced a catastrophic failure putting at risk the health 

and livelihoods of nearly 20,000 m
unicipal w

ater users, hundreds of fam
ily farm

s and ranches, and four 
native tribes (B

lackfeet N
ation, F

ort B
elknap, R

ocky B
oy, and F

ort P
eck T

ribes). 

F
unding for em

ergency repairs to the St. M
ary's C

anal and S
iphon in northw

est M
ontana w

as 
appropriated by C

ongress in the D
ecem

ber 2024 disaster supplem
ental has been inadvertently caught up 

in the freeze of B
iden green agenda spending. 

I ask that S
ecretary D

oug B
urgum

 and the B
ureau of R

eclam
ation im

m
ediately review

 the project to 
resum

e funding. 

B
ackground 

L
ike m

uch of the irrigation infrastructure in N
orth D

akota, the S
t. M

ary's C
anal and S

iphon is a critical 
w

ater infrastructure system
 that is over one hundred years old. A

fter suffering several failures over the 
last fifty years, the siphon finally experienced a catastrophic failure w

hen one of the 100-inch diam
eter 

pipes that carry w
ater from

 one side of the m
ountain to the other blew

-out. F
ollow

ing the blow
-out, 

delivering w
ater to m

unicipal and agriculture users becam
e extrem

ely difficult. R
anchers w

ere trucking 
w

ater hundreds of m
iles a w

eek to keep cattle alive over the sum
m

er, and due to repairs at reservoirs 
dow

n-river, storage capacity for the upcom
ing spring runoff is m

inim
al. F

arm
ers, ranchers and 

m
unicipalities have an em

ergency plan to get through this year, but any delays put the projected disaster 
tim

eline out 2- or even 3-years. F
am

ily farm
s and ranches w

ill shutter and the reliable delivery of clean 
w

ater w
ill not be possible. 

T
hanks to em

ergency appropriations by m
yself and S

enator D
aines, along w

ith state m
onies, construction 

to replace the siphons is currently underw
ay. D

espite tem
peratures dipping to 50 degrees below

 zero as I 
w

rite this letter, w
ork continues today because the crew

s understand the dire need for this infrastructure. 

T
he current review

 of federal disbursem
ents has inadvertently caused a pause on the disbursem

ent of 
funds for this critical infrastructure project. 
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T
he S

t. M
ary's system

 is part of the M
ilk R

iver Project (M
R

P
), w

hich is under a cost-share agreem
ent 

w
ith the w

ater users, the state, and the federal governm
ent. T

his core infrastructure project long pre-dates 
the B

iden A
dm

inistration, the Inflation R
eduction A

ct and the G
reen N

ew
 S

cam
. T

he M
R

P
 has received 

substantial federal funding since 1905 via annual appropriations. W
hile it is true that the B

iden 
A

dm
inistration distributed funding for the irrigation system

 in S
pring of 2024 prior to the blow

out, and 
S

enator T
ester tried to take credit that it w

as a result of his infrastructure bill in the heat of the election 
season, the fact is the system

 has been funded by the federal governm
ent for over a century. 

S
ince the June 2024 blow

out, all funding for this project has com
e from

 $46 m
illion in federal 

appropriations that w
as secured in the 2024 end of year disaster supplem

ental. See page 22 of the bill: 
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F
o

r an additional am
ount fo

r "W
ater and R

elated R
esources", $74,464,000, to rem

ain 
available until expended, o

f w
hich $27,930,000 shall be fo

r necessary expenses related to 
the consequences of natural disasters that occurring in or p

rio
r to calendar year 2024: 

P
rovided, T

hat $46,534,000 shall be available fo
r deposit into the A

ging Infrastructure 
A

ccount established by section 9603(0(1) of the O
m

nibus P
ublic L

and M
anagem

ent A
ct 

o
f 2009 (43 U

.S.C
. 51 0b(d)(1)), an

d
 shall be m

ade available fo
r reserved or transferred 

w
orks that have suffered a critical failure, in accordance w

ith section 40901(2) (A
) o

f 
division D

 o
f P

ublic L
aw

 117—
 58: P

rovided further, T
hat such am

ount is designated by 
the C

ongress as being fo
r an em

ergency requirem
ent pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A

)(i) 
o
f the B

alanced B
udget an

d
 E

m
ergency D

eficit C
o
n
tro

l A
ct o

f 1985. 

In addition to the im
pact on M

ontana specifically, the M
ilk R

iver V
alley is both a m

ain tributary and 
headw

aters of the M
issouri R

iver w
hich dum

ps into the M
ississippi R

iver, m
aking it one of our nation's 

busiest inland w
aterw

ays for com
m

erce. A
dditionally, the river facilitates electricity generation at six 

hydroelectric dam
s that deliver electricity to ratepayers in M

ontana, N
orth D

akota, S
outh D

akota and 
N

ebraska. Steady and reliable w
ater supply from

 upstream
 ensures usable river flow

s in the low
er basin. 

K
eeping this construction project m

oving forw
ard is vital to our econom

ic, energy and national security. 

I com
pletely agree w

ith P
resident T

rum
p and S

ecretary B
urgum

 on the need to freeze, review
, and pull 

back the w
asteful spending from

 the previous adm
inistration's green scam

 agenda. In fact, I have a lot of 
ideas for rocks for you to look under. H

ow
ever I believe that this funding has been m

istakenly identified 
as being related to the B

iden A
dm

inistration's nefarious heist of A
m

ericans' tax dollars. 

M
y request is for the S

ecretary to im
m

ediately review
 this critical infrastructure project and that the 

B
ureau of R

eclam
ation im

m
ediately resum

e the funding schedule. S
hould S

ecretary B
urgum

 require m
ore 

inform
ation I am

 available at his earliest possible convenience. 

Please reach out to m
y C

hief of S
taff, H

eather S
w

ift, if you have any questions. She can be reached at 
(315) 409-9783 or H

eather.S
w

ift@
m

ail.house.gov.

F
or additional reading, below

 is a link to an article from
 the M

ontana F
ree P

ress describing the St. M
ary's 

R
iver S

iphon failure: 

https://m
ontanafreepress.org/2024/06/17/catastrophic-failure-of-st-m

ary-siphon-leads-to-localized-
flooding-in-babb/ 
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T
hank you very m

uch for your im
m

ediate response to this extrem
ely serious and difficult challenge. I 

w
ish you success in your new

 role and hope you enjoy your tim
e serving at the D

epartm
ent of the Interior 

as m
uch as I did. K

eep the faith. 

For G
od and C

ountry, 
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