
February S , l^ f-O

Dr . C. F . Yeager  
Remington Arras Company In c ,
Br id ge p o r t ,  Con n ect icu t

Dear  Doctor  Ye a ge r :-

I  have been ve r y d ila t o r y  
in  r e p ly in g t o  yod r  le t t e r  o f Jan u ar y by reason
o f th e  p r essu r e  o f a gr e a t  d e a l o f work. Vie have 
r e ce ive d  the samples which you sen t  to  n s , and In  due 
t i :  e th ey w i l l  be a n a lyse d . However in  as much as we 
have a  gr e a t  d e a l o f a n a ly t ic a l work ahead o f u s , th ey 
w i l l  be w r k e d  in  as cir cu m stan ces w i l l  p er m it  and we 
s h a ll  not  have the r e s u lt s  fo r  you as prom ptly as  I 
shou ld  w ish .

As t o  t h e  t r eatm en t  which 
we have used  in  oases of  le a d  p o is o n in g, I  can cover  
the s it u a t io n  ve r y b r ie f ly  by sayin g t h a t  we know o f 
no s u cce s s fu l s p e c i f ic  t r e a tm e n t . Vie t r e a t  our  p a tie n t s  
sym p tom a t ica lly. There a r e  Ju s t  t h r e e  t h in gs  which I  am 
su r e  i t  i s  ve r y u s e fu l to  do. F i r s t  the com plete e lim in a ­
t io n  o f a l l  expocure* Second the  main tenance o f adequate 
a lim e n ta r y evacu a t ion  in  or d er  to  p r even t  th e  r e -a bs o r p t io n  
o f  le a d . With in  th e  l im i t s  w h ich a r e  fe a s ib le , th e  more 
r a p id  th e  emptying t im e , th e  more com plete w i l l  be the  
e lim in a t io n  o f le a d  and th e  le s s  w i l l  be th e  op p or tu n it y 
fo r  r e -a b so r p t io n  from th e  a lim en ta r y t r a c t . The t hir d  
is  the  promotion o f th e  In ge s t io n  o f  an adequate d ie t .
We have found  t h a t  i f  we oan ge t  our  p a t ie n t s  t o  e at in g 
w e ll/  t h e ir  a p p e t it e s  improve w ith  the e a t in g  and they 
r ecove r  fa i r l y  p rom p t ly.

The on ly fu r t h e r  su gge s t ion
which 2 can  make is  t h a t  adequate flu id s  shou ld  be given  
to  m a in ta in  e lim in a t io n  a t  as h igh  a le v e l as p o s s ib le , 
and a  s a lt  b a lan ce  sh ou ld  be m ain ta in ed  so fa r  as it  is  
p o s s ib le . I  am ver y dubious o f th e  va lu e  o f la r ge  doses o f 
s a l t  o f any k in d  excep t  fo r  the ca t h a r t ic  e f fe c t . I am 
con vin ced  t h a t  any gr e a t  d is t o r t io n  o f  the s a lt  ba lan ce  
in  th e  bod y, in c lu d in g t h a t  o f ca lc iu m , is  l i k e ly  to  be 
d isad van tageou s . Ther e for e  la r ge  q u a n t it ie s  o f ca lciu m  
s a lt s  a r e  p r obab ly co n t r a - in d ica t e d , a lth ou gh  we have no 
ce r t a in  evid en ce  t h a t  t h is  is  t r u e .

0 0 1 8 5 5 2
N19695



2 -

Among some common symptoms which 
have t o  bo t r e a t e d  are th ose  o f c o l i c , co n s t ip a t io n, and 
in  some in s t a n ce s , p a r a ly t ic  le s io n s . The c o l ic  may be 
r e lie v e d , when s e v e r , by in t r aven ou s ca lciu m  ch lo r id e  
and ca lciu m  glu co n a te . In  some in s ta n ce s  morphine has 
been used fo r  t h is  purpose* bu t  we shou ld  p r e fe r  not to  
u se  morphine in  any ca s e . I f  s e d a t ive s  a r e  r e q u ir e d, we 
use the b a r b it u r ic  a c id  p r e p a r a t io n s . I f  t h e  c o l ic  is  
r e lie v e d  by ca lciu m  ch lo r id e , i t  is  u s u a lly  p reven ted  
from r e cu r r in g by th e  main tenance o f a lim en ta r y e vacu a t io n .
For  th e  co n s t ip a t io n  I  p r e fe r  th e  s a lin e  c a t h a r t ic s, 
e s p e c ia lly  magnesium su lp h a te  in  moderate d oses . The 
n e u r it ic  le s io n s  a r e  t r e a t e d  l ik e  any o th e r  n e u r it ic  le s io n , 
a lth ou gh  I  sh ou ld  be d isp ose d , fo r  ge n e r a l t h e o r e t ica l r e a son s , 
t o  U3e r a t h e r  la r ge  doses o f thlafc&ti in  the hope o f o ffs e t t in g  
the vrorst e ffe c t s  o f th e  p a r a ly s is  as sp e e d ily  as p o s s ib le . 
Ap p ar en t ly ve r y d r am at ic r e s u lt s  have been ob ta in ed by t h is  
means in  a number o f in s ta n ce s  o f n o n -s p e c ific  n e u ri t is .
I t  is  .Just  con ce iva b le  t h a t  t h e  same mechanisms a re  in ­
vo lved  In  le a d  and a r s e n ic  p a r a lyse s  as ar e  concerned In  
the p r od u ct ion  o f b e r i -b e r i . I  have no o f f i c i a l  b r ie f 
fo r  t h is  h yp o th es is* bu t  i t  is  a t  le n o t  p la u s ib le  and 
ju s t i f i e s  t h e r a p e u t ic 3 tu d y.

Host o f the r e ce n t  d is cu s s io n  in  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  has had to do w ith  the  supposed ly s p e c ific  
r o le  o f ca lciu m  or  phosphor us, or  b o t h , on th e  d is tr ib u t io n  
o f le a d  in  th e  body. I  am not su r p r ise d  t h a t  you are con­
fu sed  a t  the s tu d ie s  in  the  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h is  p o int . There 
has been much to  much su p p os it ion  and much too l i t tl e  p r e cis e  
exp er im en ta l work on t h is  p o in t . X hope we s h a l l  soon have 
some sound b a s is  fo r  an o p in io n  on t h is  a sp e ct  o f the n a t t e r .

With k in d e s t  p e r son a l r e ga r d s , I  am

Sin ce r e ly  yo u r s .

HAKtls Rober t "A. Xehoe, M.D.
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