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The asbestos deposits in the castern town-
ships of Quebec are the most extensive in North
Anierica, and since along about 1390 have
enabled Canada to maintain world leadership
in the production of this valuable mincral, De-
mand {or asbestos fibre has steadily and Im-
mensely increased during these last 25 vears:
many new uscs are now being found for it; and
all -signs point to a further expansion of faci-
lities for its production in Quebee, known and
still unexploited reserves there being very large.
It would thercfore seem imperative:to examine
the conditions under which the people of this
region work and live.

tion reveals that the exploitation of these mine
ral deposils has brought about an incaleculab!
amount of unnecessary miscry, chronic invalid-
ism, and premature death to the district.

Today, approximately 30,000 _people live in
the ashestos region of "Quebec. About one
quarter of these are almost continuously ex-
posed to heavy and dangerous concentrations
of the dust produced by the minicg and pro-
cessing of asbestos, and therefore liable to con-
tract the fatal discase called asbestosis. The
remaining three quarters of the populalion is
unduly exposed !o pulmonary tuberculosis.
Health conditions in these asbestos towns are
appallingly bad, and the whole region has be-
come a charnel house almos! beyond compare,
There is no valid excuse for such a condition.
And unless radical steps are taken immediately
to eliminate if, fatal disease will be visited upon
these people on a scale very much greater than
in the past.

In so far as the past is concerned, investiga:{

Conditions in the asbestos towns vary. Pend-

" ing a complete survey of the whole region, a

deseription will be given here of the conditions
which have prevailed, and which do now prev-
ail, at East Broughton, a villuge of approxinmately
3,000 persons, all French Canadians execpting
for 20 to 25. This village is the site of an asbestos
mine and plant operated by the Quebce Asbes-
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tos  Corporation, Ltd.,—a subsidihry of fi
Philip Carey Mg, Co. of Lockland (near
cinnati), Ohio, U.S.A.

THIS CASE PRESENTS A PARALLEL TO THAT OF
5T. REM! D'AMHERST. HERE, AS THERE, WE ARE
DEALING FUNDAMENTALLY WITH THE STUPIDITY

‘MANIFESTED MUCH TQOO OFTEN BY MEN IN THEIR
"RELATIONS WITH ONE ANOTHER. OVER AND
ABOVE THAT, WE ARE DEALING WITH CRIMINAL

, NEGLIGENCE, RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHICH 15

' SHARED EQUALLY BY THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS COR-
PORATION, LTD. AND THE PROVINCIAL GOVERN-
MENT OF QUEBEC,

T'he social problem presented hy East Brough-
ton is simple. Bul lirst, it is necessury to know
the nature of the disease, or rather of the
discases, produced in  the individuals wwho
assist in the mining and processing of asbestos,
il precautions arc not taken to proleet them
froms the hazards of the industry. .

r
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ASBESTOS

“Asbestos” is n commiercial ferm applied to
fibrous wvariclies of several mincrals. ‘These H
mincrals vary widely in composition. Generally,
the asbestos found in Quebec consists of 49 to
44% silica and an approximately cqual amount
of magnesium, the remaining parts being iron,
aluminum and waler. The chicef qualities of
asbestos fibre are strength, flexibility and non-
inflammability. It can be spun into thread and
then woven into a very large variely of texriles.
It is used in very large quantity for brake lin-
ings by the automobile industry; and it cnters
importantly into the manufacturing of building
materials, This fibre has in fact become indis-
pensable to modern industry; to detail the
bundreds of ways in which it is employed would
require book-length space. About 90% of the
asbestos used in the United States, the world's
largest consumer, is imported from Quebee.
Great Britain also imports asbestos from Quchec
in large quantity, Therefore, the province ac-
cupies a very strong position in the produc-
tion of this mineral; American industry cxpe-
cially must go to it to obtagin the asbestos it

neceds.
Asbestosis

Each of the many handlings or manipulations
of ashestos from the time it is extracted from the
earth up to the time it is ready for use by the
public produces considerable asbestos dust. This
dust consists of exceedingly fine threads of '
asbestos, some of which are miscroscopic in . .
size and therefore invisible to the naked eye.
To inhale this dust over a certain period of time
means death. For this is a dust that destroys
tissuc essential to life wherever it comes to rest
in the lungs. i
Ashestos is a pulmonary affliclion duec to :
the inhalntion of ashestos dust. Its onsct is insi-
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dious; ils course irregular; and its mode of
termination variable. Il resembles silicosis in
some respects, and differs from it in others, In
simple silicosis, the lungs become spolted by
separale and fairly Jarge lumps of [librous tis-
ste whiclhh have been formed following upon
tne destruction of normal” lung tissue by silica
patticles. The principal characteristic of as-
bestosis, (oo, is a progressive replacement of

essential lung lissue by useless fibrous tissue,.

which however lends to form a nelwork., This
process may be compared lo that by which the
spider spreads its web,

Ashestos dust that has entered the lungs in
auantity acts as though it were directed by a
spider: it [alls into place to produce long and
vaguely connccted [ilaments of fibrous tissue,
which come o form an indefinite and irregular
pattern. All along both sides of these filaments,
air sacs collapse. And an more and more of
the dus! invades the lungs, more and more lines
of destruction are laid down in them. Counsc-
gquently, the viclim of the discase becomes less
and less able to gel enough oxyygen to supply
the neceds of his body; he thus becomes cver
and ever weaker; very slowly and under the
most distressing cicumstances, his lungs are pro-
gressively destroyved; and he himsell [inally
suffocates to death.

Asbestosis and its complications

Asbestosis is a ddiscase that progresses very
slowly: and its vielim becomes extraordinarily
susceptible to infeclions. since his nalural re-
sistance to diseasc is gradually heing worn down.
Thus usually, deall occurs by way of an acute
pulmonary infection with which his weakened
bady has been unable to cope successfully, or
by way of scrious impairments of hodily mecc-
hanisms. The basic cause of death in these
cases is asheslosis, and not thic pncumonia, pul-
monary {ubereulosis, heart disease, c¢te. that are
much too often certified as the cause of death,

To give bul onc example of the above: the
nerson who has a partially developed ashestosis
has Jost the services of a certain pronortion of
the respiratory area of his Iangs. Therefore, his
blood is insufficiently acerated. Aud in order
to scrve (he tissues of his whole bodyv, his in.

sufficienlly acvaled blond must circulate fasler

and in greater volume than in a novmal person,
This puls an added strain nn his heart, which
must do more work and gels less vesl---a con-
dition that leads {n heart difficultics. especially
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enlargement of the heart, Finally, the strain of
maintaining circwlation through lungs parvtially
destroved by ashestos dust hecomes insupport-
able, and death resulls from heurt discase--a
heart disease brought about dircctly by ashes-
tosis,

Signs, symptoms and conclusions

The nrincipal signs of a develoned or of 2
developing  asbestosis  are:  irritalion of the
nose, throal, and upper respirvatory tract: in-
creasing shoriness of bhreath: cough, sometlimes
wel somcetimes dry; loss of appetite and of
weight; weakness and loss of capacily Tor worlg
and chest pains. An early case will show only
a few of these symplams: an ardvanced case will
ustally show all. Apparently, incrcasing short-
ness of breath and couagh in the asbestos worker
are signs that the deadly discase is establishing
itself in him. lHe should get out of the dust
inmediately and at all costs, However, this is
an inenrable discease. And if fibrosis of his longs
has progressed un to a certain point, remaoval
from the dust will not save him from fatal
(‘onscuucncos. although it will probably prnlong
his life.

The individuoal who has inhaled an amount
of ashestos dust sufficient to vroduce extensive
fibrosis will sooner or laler die of the discase
and/or its complications, unless thal person's
life is cut short by an accident or hy some
other unconncceted discase. It has been estah-
lished that work in dense concentrations of
ashestos dust over a comnaratively short neriod
of lime—two or three years— can eventually lead
10 a profound fibrosis of the hunas, Ordinarily, it
takes somewhere within five years for the «hs(‘nsc
to develop in the individual exnosed to (e dust.
somcetimes it may lake un to {en years, and
somelinmtes up to 15, to 20 and 25 vears, The
rate of progress scems ta depend upon the
amount of dus!t inhaled. and unon the conditn-
tion of the individual himeell. T mav he noted
that this is a disease that takes root in the younger
workers more quickly than it does in- the
middle-aged: hut no one is immune fo it. Not
as much is known about asbestovis as is about
silicosis. Nevertheless, all the facls essential
to the wellare of the neonle exposed (o the
hazards of ashestos dust have been well-known
in North Amwerican mining and medical eiveles
for al Jeas! these last 15 vears.

Very litile work and researveh in the Tield of
ashestasis have been accomplished hy the Cana-
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dian medical profession, the authoritative liter-
ature on the subject, having been produced
mainly in Great Britain and the United States.
Significantly enough, this literature scems to
tical with situations where asbestos workers were
cxposed to much lesser concentrations of the
dust than are Quebec workers.

Asbestosis and pulmonary tuberculosis

English medical authorities gencrally agree .

that asbestosis and pulmonary luberculosis are
closely connected, that one discase helps to

produce, or has an important adverse cffcet,

upon the other. Amecrican medical authoritics
are inclined to refiect such an op.nion. The
evidence in Quebec overwhelmingly favors the
pre-eminent work of English research workers
in this ficld, pulmonary tuberculosis being ram-
pant throughout the Quebece asbestos region to
an almost incredible degree.

For example: the very large majority of
workers at Thetford Mines is almost conjinuonsly
cxposed to exiraordinarily heavy coucentrations
of ashestos dust, and most of the general popula-
tion ilscll is cxposed in some degrec to the
dust, since much of it is at large in and about
the village. On the other hand, the pcople and
workers of Sorel and of Granby are not exposed
to ashesfos dust at all, T.et us then comnare death
rates officially attributed to pulmonary {uber-
culosis in thosc three towns, which lend them-
sclves well to comparison.

Official dcath rates attributed to pulmonary
tuberculosis
(FOR 100,000)

. Thetford
Sorel Granby - Mines
1942 ..., 64.2 89.5 3014
1943 .. ... .. 39.3 40.2 391.7
1944 ... .. ... 61.8 65.4 236.1

Similar evidence may be obtained by compar-
ing the {uberculosis mortality rates at Thetford
Mincs with those of anvy town in Quebec, al-
ways excepting (1) those town in which the
people are exposed to ashestos dust, and (2)
places like St. Remi d’Amberst, where special
conditions explain beyond doubl the extraor-
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dinarily high incidence of this contagious
discase,

Confronted by the abnormally Tdgh tubercu-
losis mortalily rates at Thetford Mines, ncither
the medical profession nor the provincial gov-
crnment can evade the issue, and both arc under
obhligation to make a choice hetween two allera
natives: cither inhalalion ol asbestos dus! rre-
disposes 1o and aggravates pulmonary tubercu-
losis, or many deaths certified at Thetford Mines
as baving been due to tuberculosis were inac-
curalely diagnosed, and in reality were due lo
asbestosis. There are no other reasonable c¢x-
planations for the ghastly phenomenon in pul-
monary tuberculosis presented by Thetford
Mincs. The pcople of this town cannot offord
to wait until it is convenicnt for the mecedical
profession and the provincial government Lo
make a choice: conlrol and climinalion of the
dust is the obvious and obligatory procedure at
this time.

It is not nossible for the private investigator
to oblain official death rates for pulmnary
tuberculosis at Ilast Broughton. But certainly,
these are as high as those of Thetford Mines,
and verhans higher. By wmeans of detailed case
records, which may be taken as typical rather
than as exceptions, we shall show that workiug

condilions in the mine and nlant operated by

the Quebee Asbestos Corvoralion are such as (o
produce asbestosis, and to favor pulimonary
tuberceulosis, singly or together.

THERE 1S NO CURE FOR ASBESTOSIS. BUT
IT IS PREVENTABLE.

— e aer ea——
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EAST BROUGHTON

The village

The sight of East Broughton in the twilight
from the train amno.xchm" the vxlh"c produces
a feeling of horror in the visitor who is more or
fess informed regarding the nature of asbestosis.
Some three guarters of the way up the side of
the hill at one end of the village there stands a
Large ugly building, From the roof and from
about the sides of this building, there is 1)()u1m;,'
what scems to be a dense, dirty-looking smaoie,
so heavy and so abundant that is paxlml]y obs-
cures the building and the whole western end
of the village. The light coming through the
windows from inside the buil(ling changes the
“smoke” in the inunediate vicinity to a sort of
roscate color, and the first impression is that
a tremendous {ire is raging inside the building.
It requires considerable cffort on the :).lrt of
the visitor to dismiss this thought of *‘fire" . and
then to accept the fact that Ilus “smoke” is in
reality deadly ashestos dust. On alighling from
the train and enlering the village, onc found
the air literally filled with the dust. Short, tiny
threads of asbestos dust were pouring down
as would a heavy rain upon the streets and
houses. So thick was this dust that the street
lights turned on in the ecarly cvening were dim-
med hy it, while houses only a short distance
away scemed to be enveloped by fog.

Later, it is Jearned that at various points of
the roof of tlie large building on the hillside,
there are fifteen chimneys, cach about a foot
wide, which, excepting for Sundays, heleh
forth every moment of the night and day a
thick and heavy volume of ashestos dust info
the air, Aside from these, there is still another
much widcx chimney adjoining the building,
and it foo is conlinuously adding its share to

— 10—
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the enormous cloud of dust constantly over and
about the building. This cver-rencwed mass
of dust is picked up by the wind, and carried
wherever this Inst wills, For the largest dart of
the year, the wind and air currenls over the
building flow from the west, pick up this per-
petual mass of dust, and carry it over and down
into the village immediately helow., Forlunately,
these air currents and the contour of the land
are such that only aboul hall of the villawe is
enveloped by this flow of dust. That part of i
the dust which is not deposited upon the |
strects and houses of the western end of the :
village drifts down into and upop the farming ,

{
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Lands of the valley across which the long man
street of the village lies.

One hundred and [ifty families comprising
some 880 persons live in the part of the village
exposced to protonged falls of dust. So thick does
the dust lie upon the sidewalks and streets of
this pat of the village for most of the time that
pedestrians and automobiles leave visible fracks
after they have passed along. The dust lies
heavily upon  the porchies of these hontes,
especially in the summertime when children
can play out of doors. And as they play, they
inevitably kick up. little clouds of asbestos aust
into the air they are inhaling. . -

Many of these families have a small garden to
the rear of their homes. So much asbestos dust
has fallen upon the ground that it has hecome
impoverished. The farmers in the valley have
complained bilterly about the damage done to }_;
their land by the dust. One of them who wanted
to set up o milk plant on his property was for-
hidden to do so by the provincial government'’s
Agricaltural Bureau; too much asbestos dust
would get into the milk, The Bureau might have
added that this dust has an adverse cffect upon
c:lll?c too, whether they inhale it or cat it, or
bhoth,

To open the windows of homes in this part of
the village means to let In the storm of ashestns
dust raging oulside for the largest part of the
time. Somelimes, when the wind is blowing the
dust away from the village, these people o to
bed at night, opening their windows a liftle.
During the night, the wind may change in
dircetion, and bring the dust down upon the
village, And when the villagers wake up, their
hccs, bedelothing, and homes are literally
covered by dust. As a general rule, all windows
of the houses are kept tightly closed, sometimes
for days and nighls on cml, and somethimes for
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every moment of an enlire working wezk; 1.4
from 1230 of a Monday morning te 12 o’clock
the next Saturday night. chcxlhclcss. asbestos
dust sceps into these houses in quantity, despite
all efforis to prevent it. On a morning after as-
bestos «dust had streamned over a housc all night
tong, 1 have rubbed g finger along window sill
inside, and collected a sizable and visible amount
of dust upon it, although I had carcfully cleaned
that window sill of all dust the previous evening,
and a8}l windows of the house had been kept
tightly closed all night long. To have entered
the house, this dust must have been microscopic
in size, which is to say the size most dangerous
to health. Bvidently, it had ecntered iu such
quantily as to bhecome visible by force of accu-
mulation.

A schoolhouse allended by 170 children rang-
ing in age from 6 to 16 Yies in the path of the
dust coming down upon the village. The brick
oulside of this building jis stained a dirly grey
hy the dust. Windows must be kept closed most
of the time. Microscopic dust nevertheless secps
into the class room, and circulates in the air
hcing inhated by the children.

The niine

This ashestos mine is now an enormous hole
in the carth. Dislodging the crude ashestos from
the walls: and floor of this pit requires first
drilling and then the use of dynamite, hoth of
which give rise to considerable dust, as does the
loading ol the hroken picees of the material, and
the hauling of it to the processing plant. Yor
reasens that remain obscive to this investigator,
the literature dealing  wilh  asbestos  mining
gives the hmpression that the amount of asbestos
dust produced in suclh pits is relatively small,
and generally insuflficient to he a menace to tlu.
health of the mincrs. Faced with such an at-
tifude, one must remain skeptical while awaiting
an accurale count of the visible and invisible
ashestos dust at large in any pit uunder consi-
deralion,

This pit at East Broughton is several hundyed
feet deep, and surcly the air at its hollom must
e more or less stagnant, A numbher of mien
work there for many hours at a streteh, and
when obscerved were nat wearing masks  as
profection against the dust unqueslionably at
large in it. Drilling methods used in this pit are

“dry”, Drilling is arduous wark, and the drillers

have to bend over close to the npoint where the
dust is being produced. Conscquently, they are

— 12—
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bhreathing deeply in a cloud of ashestos dust for
hours at a time. It should be noted that “dry”
drilling methods are less costly to the opceralors
of the mine than arve otlier methods of drilling.
Neither water, nor oil, nor dust traps arc uscd
anvwhere in this pit to help keep the dust ont
of the air being inhaled by lhie workers. The
demand for asbhestos fibre is so great thal this
pit is opernted in all sorts of weather, night
and day. Whenever possible, the men take
shelter against the rain, snow or cold i a
small cabin near the place they are working,
This hut also serves as their eating place, and
is so poorly ventilated that it constitutes a
sort of dust trap in itsell.

No precaution whatsoever is {aken to protect
the men in this pit against asbestos dust. Condi-
tions in it are such as to produce asbestosis,
and to favor pulimonary tuberculosis, As a rule,
only strong younyg men are cmployed in such
pits; the rigorous work combined to excessive
exposure 1o dampness, wetness and cold is such
that others cannot hold down the job for any
length of time.

The plant

Approximatlely 125 men and 2 women work

in or immediately ahout the plant operated by
the Quebcc Ashestos Corporation. Tt is not necess-
ary to give a dclailed description of the pro-
cedures by which asheslos fibre is separated
from the crude material in which it occurs.
Sufficient to say here that the raw saterial is
fed into a series of powerful machines that ciush
it into ever smaller mccvq the wanted [ibres
nmeanwhile being progressively detached from it,
All these various mprocedures give risc to enor-
mous amounts of ashestos dust, both of the vis-
ible and invisible. No part of this East Brough-
fon plant is frce of heavy councentrations of the
dust, In most parts of this large plant, the air
assumes an indefinite greyish color beecause of
the dust at larze in it: in other parts, the air
is so thickly filled with dust that workmen and
machinery a short distance away appear as
indistinet shadows. The ventilation svstem is
ulterlv inadeauate to cover the nceds of the
situation, desnite the fact that it is almost
conlinuously hc)ching forth into the outlside air
an unbelicvably large amount of the dust, Aside
from this mcfroch\c ventilation svstem, no at-
tempt whatsocver is made to suppress or (o
contrrol the dust continuously produced in the
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plant when in operation, The workers are not
provided witlh masks of any kind by the Com-
pany. As ay be expecled, ashestos dust lies
thickly upon the machinery, floors and stair-
ways of this planl.

Al the workers in the LEast Brouphton plant
cought much during their working hours, and
for sowe time afteewards, in an instinetive and
uncontrollable effort to expel the dust they have
inhaled. This coughing is followed by profuse
spitling, the muasses of moist material spit out
being discolored by asbestos dust. In the course
of time, all this brings about deep and chronice
irritation and inflammation of the upper respiva-
tory ftract. This allows the microscopic and
more dangerous particles of the dust to penc-
trate into the lungs more casily than formerly,
and renders the individual concerned highly
susceptible to infections. especially to pulmonary
luberculosis, present in Fast Broughton people
to an extraordinary degree.

Whenever it is warmt outside, the workmen
generally  keep open the many windows on
ciach of the five floors af this falge plant, Dut
at other times of the year, and whenever the
wind is hlowing hard, all the windows are kept
closed. This building is not heated. Thuas the
temperature inside for the largest part of the
year is damp, cold or frigid, as anvone living
in Quebee will readily understand. On eacly
floor there is a sort of booth aboul five feet
sauare, in which the men can {ind some measure
of profection against inclement temperatures,
since il containg a small stove. Naturally, they
nile into this bhooth whenever possible. which
for “some of the workmen is fairly often, the
nature of their work permitling it. This cabin is
poorly huilt, ashestos dust of al sizes seeps into
it, and contes in whenever the door is opened
fo let a man in or out. There is a small open
hole in 1ts roof. Whenever the room hecomes
uabearably [lilled with the duast, the men open
the small window in jt, thus creating a draft that
clears the air of the largest part of the dust, not
all by any means, as any engineer would
testify,

Excepting for the summer months, the work-
nien eat their mid-working dav meal here and
there wherever convenient Inside the nplant. A
specinl booth such as thal deseribed above is
used by many of th¢ men as caling place. This
“dining” room (about 20 x 10 fect) is somelimes
so crowded at meal times that some of the men
have to eat standing up. This room is oxivie
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ordinarily «irly, its walls not having heen paint.
ed for many years. Ils floor is encrusted thickly
by the stinking accumulation ol  spit, dust,
and lilth of as muny years. Scveral years ago,
the men asked the management to have the place
cleaned and &)uinlod. This rcqluosl was refused,
Thereupon, the men asked that they be sup-
plicd with paint, adding that they would paind
the roovm thewnselves, This  request too was
refusetd.

Here then is this “dining room"™ in which
the moen regubarly gather—strong healthy young
men who have worked in the plant for only a
few months; men predisposed 1o pulmonary
tuberewlosis  and  the whole category of pul.
monary infection; men who have worked in
the plant for a year or so and whose heatth
is beinyg undermined by inhalation of asbestos
dust; men who have developed ashestosis and
who exhibit the stens and  symploms lo 2
modernte or to an advianced degree; and nen
alllicted ol one stage or another by conlagious
pulmonary discase  all coughing and spitting in
profusion all over the place, ceither from the
dust at Yarge in the room, or from sore throat,
bronehitis, or pulmonary tuberculosis, or from
a developing or an established asbestosis. And
this has gone on continuously in a room that
has not heen properly cleaned and painted for
many years., Dozens of nien, some now  dead
and gone, some presenlly fatally i1 with  as-
bestosis and/or its complicalions, have lingered
in this room of perstilence, and the time has
long since passed when it should have been
wiped off the face of the earth by the Company
and the government rvesponsible for its exist-
cncee, .

Some of the men working in and about the
plant use the tinsmith’s shop as an cating place.
But dust conditions in it are not much bhelter
than anywhere else in the plant.

The loilet places in the plant arce foul and
abominable, and like all other parts of the
plant, ususally saturaled by asbestos dust. After
vears of neglect, these places have very recently
heen repainted.

Two voung women (each aboul 18 years
of age) work in n small roomx easily penelrated
by the dast produced in the plant, Their work
is to repair and to prepare e bags in which
ashestos fibre is shipped lo its destination.
Theirs is a dusty fob in its own right, and the
liternture on  asheslosis calls aftention to its
danger.
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The elothing the workmen wear iy encrusted
by dirty greyish-green asbestos dust, Dust un-
cvenly overlays their hands and faces, and
drifts in sizable amount ngainst ¢yebrows, lips,
noscs and hair, LI
Conclusions re plant

There is not a single place in this plant to
which workmen ean retire from the dust for even -J —_— 1 —
a few minutes during their working hours, More- !
?\'(‘1', :’lor nlu)sl lo[ lll!c year, they cannot refire . ’
rom the dust by stepping out into the yard.
Lxtraordinarily cenough, the avalanche of dust CASE HISTORIES
issuing from (he chimmeys, windovs and doors
of the plant hrings about as heavy g concentra- | Dossier No. 53
tion of the dust in (he vard as prevails in some :
parts of the plant itscif. After only 15 minules Léon Cinquantetrols died in 1046 at the age of
In this yard, I found breathing difficult, and forty, -

began Lo cough and to spit. When he was about fifteen years of age, he
Counditions that prevail on the premises of siarted to work at the Quchoc Asbestos Corpora-
the Ouolgcc Ashestos Corporation arce such that tion. So far as <can bhe learned, he did not work
foew ordinary workmen ecan work there over inside the plant itself. He sas stationed in a
a period of time wilhoul cither suffering severe long covered rassageway which led from the in-
physical damage, or developing ashestosis and/ terior of the Luimmg to a point some distance
or tls complications, No precaulion whalsocver away [vom it. This passa; cway housed a con-
is taken either by the Company or by the provin. veyor, that is, machinery l'l;mt carricd waste as-
cial government to protect the health of these Lestos material out of the plant and dumped it on
men. Perbaps the best way to elaborate this ) to the huge pile of refuse always prominent out- .
charge is to place on record a few typicnal case side asbestos plants in Qucbee,” There is a large
amount of dust continually at large lhrou;fhout
this passageway, which is unventilated and un-
heated. Conscquently, the temperature inside is
always damp, and most of the year cold or frigid,
It is in this passageway that Léon labored for
twelve hours & day, often for sixteen hours a day,
over a period of years — this without any pro-
! tection against such working conditions beyond
' that which his own Dbody afforded.
As a boy and young man, Léon’s health was

hislories of the unfortunates who have worked,
or who are now working, theroe.

* fOOd; there is no record of tuberculosis either in .
° his mother’s family or in his father's, Hec mar- ‘
ricd at the age of nincteen, As do all these work- .

e men, whether they be in good health or not, he

too coughed occasionally, but no attention was
paid to this, since it is the usual state of affairs,
Along about 1940, his wile noliced that he began
to cough more frcqucntl_v, somctimes a  dey
cougl, sometimes wet. As the months went on,
! this cough progressively increased in frequency
) and in 1intensity, Léon {hen noticed that he
tircd casily, especialiy when walking up the hill
i to his work, and that he would arrive there out
of breath. e began to lose wei ht; and excrtion
of any kind produced an oul-of. reath feeling,
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Inevitably, AND -AS COULD HAV)E DEEN
FORESLEN YEARS PRIEVIOUSLY, Léon fell into
scrious illness, so serious he had to give up work,
Whercupon, he entered an hospital in Quebec
City where, according to his wife, the doctors did
pnot tell him much of anything about his itlness.
Not feeling any Dbelter alter staying in the hos-
pital five monlhs, he became discouraged, and
refurned home, On his departure, hospital au-
thoritics did not voluntcer any information that
might have helped himin respeet to his malady.

Léon’s home was so situated as to receive a
zood deal of the dust belehed out by the plant,
especially  in the sunmnertime, Nevertheless, he
rested there for some three months. At the end of
that time, he had been eight months without in-
come, and since he had a wife and seven children
to support, feed and clothe, he was compelled
to disregard his malady. IHe returned to work at
the Qucbee Asbestos Corporation, ‘Uhis time he
was set to work at small and “casy’” jobs in the
yvard and in small sheds immediately outside the
plant, But, and as previously rcecorded hiere, the
atmosphere there is heavily tilled with dust most
of the time, as heavily saturated by it as is the
atmosphere of some paris of the plant itself. Lven
a normal person in full health cannot stay in this
yard for as long as fifteen minutes without expe-
riencing some difficulty in breathing,

How ILéon managed to disregard his distress
and to work in this yard for the next three years
must ever remain an imperishable tribute to his
fortitude and {o his sense of devotion to his fam-

“ily. One early morning after hie had completed

his tasks during the night-shift, he started down
the hill for home, coughing, spitting, and this
titne bringing up blood in quantity. Blindly and

. instinctively, he staggered toward his home and

finally reached it, having left a long trail of his
hlood upon the snow. llis wife mel him at the
door. By this time his face had become chalkish
in color and flecked with blood. lis wife des-
palehed some of the children to the doctor and
lo the priest, and led him to a sink in the kitchen,
had him sit down, and held out a basin ander
his lips to reecive the life-blood that was now
pouring out of him profuscly, In a few minutes,
he fell over into her arms, and died.

To this day, this fumily does not know the cause
of Léon's death. The doctor who altended him
after death, and who supposedly filed the death
certificate, did not voluntcer any information on
this subject., The family has never applicd for
compensalion either from the Company or {rom
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the povernment. Léon's wife suspected that some-
how her husband’s death was tied up with as-
bestos dust, and she had beard a vogue rumor
about “compensation” — a long word, The idea
of compensation in connection with her hus-
hand’s death secemed fantastic lo her, since she
was aware that no one in similar circunstances in
Ilast Broughton was collecling it. Nevertheless
she inquired heve and there, but no one knew
anything about it unlit she struck a notary,

it so happened that early in life I.éon had de.
cided to save money and {o protect his family by
investing in life insurance, Accordingly, he had
insured his life for £7,000. Considering the low
rale of pay prevailing at the Quebee Asheslos
Corporation before the war, it remains a mystery
as to how he managed to support his family and
to pay his insurance premiums too, But he did.
News that his widow was collecting $7,000 insur-
ance money travelled fast in the small village.
The notary whom she consulted teld her she
could not obtain compensation, since she had
collected on her hushband’s life insurance policy
-— a lamentable picce of misinformation that in-
fluenced her to give up all thought of claiming
compensation. In connecction with this insur-
ance money, it is worthwhile noting that an agent
of “I.es Méres Nécessiteuses” did not appear at
her door. No help was forthcoming from any
quarier.

The family tightened its bhelt, and has so far
managed its resources-well. The two eldest girls,
now twenty one and twenty respectively, are
teaching school. ‘Another girl, azed sixteen, is
altending WNormal School at Thetford Mines.
Three of the children are under sixtecn, and still
at school in the village. But Iéon's cldest son is
in a sanatorium, scriously ill, shadows on his
lungs.

Dossier No, 14

Maurice Qualorze died in 1916 al the age of 56.:

Ile had worked for the Qucehee Asbestos Cor-
voralion apnroximately 25 years, most of the
time in pavls of the plant where the dust is
not so thick ns in somec olher parts. But his
wife reports that he had alsa worked for various
indefinile periods of time “in the dust”, which
is to say in the language of the people, in Licavy
concentrations of the dust. She savs that on
arrival home from work his clothing would
he covered with the dirty whitish dust, and
that somelimes he would remark, “Today, the
dust was so thick where I worked that it could
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have been cut with a knife” Some five to
six yecars previous to his death, Maurice began
to fcel weak, incanable of work, and gencrally
ill al case nhysically and mentally, all this ac-
companied by much coughing. e consulted a
doclor and was told he had asthma, and that
he would recover {rom this illness. He continued
at his work.

Maurice lived in a small poorly built cotlage
situated in close and direct lince to reccive a
full share of the avalanche of dust coming down
upon the village for most of the time. All win-
dows in such a house arc kept tightly closed in
an cffort to keen the dust out. Iis wife reports
that he had great difficulty in bresthing, that he
choked casily, and that he coughed a good deal.
She savs e would wake up in the night gasning
for hreath, and that he would cry out in desper-
ation that the windows be opened. This was a
man in cruel and ominous distress, and not to
be denied. The windows were openced. Where-
upon, a veritable storm of dust would blow into
his room and all through the house. IHaving
obeyed an imperative instinct fo take =aclion
—no matter how bhlind—lo relicve his agony,
Maurice would calm down a hit, go off inlo
a [fitful sleen, mecanwhile inhaling more and
more of the death-dealing dust that now
saturated the house. And in a room near him
lay his son, whose subsecquent stomach ailments
and oncrations are usually closcly associated
with an anxicly and fear comvplex.

Maurice hecame more and more ill, and he
finally had to zive up work altogether some
three months-nrior to his death. Such wuas his
suffering and misery that hie was removed o
an hosnital in Ouchee City. There. according
to his wife, he was told he had “enlargement
of the heart”, and that he would never get well.
He was also lold fltat his clinical picture was
somewhat confused. and that the doctors could
not say mpositively that he had ecither silicosis
or asbhestosis. Shortly afterwards, Maurice died.

As in the case of hundreds of men in Quebee,
who have heen or who are now afflicted cither
by silicosis or by ashestosis, Maurice knew for
a while nrevious to his death that he was ahout
fo die, that hie had heen in fact condemned o
death, But al this voint in his case, there enlers
an jmnortant factor, which, so far as T know,
has hever been mresent in lhe cases of Tast
Broughton men in similar vosilion. Before he
died, Maurice strongly advised his family to
claim compensation from the Company and the
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provincial government. How hie learncd that
his family had the right to make such a claim,
and why he himsell did not excrcise his own
right to make a claim while he was ill and
alive, I cannot tell. The brutal fact is that, aside
from Mauvice, these East Broughton workmen
and families have not known f{hat they pos-
sessed such rights in statute law AND in coma
mon law. Ncither doctors or lawyers, nor muni-
cipal and provincial authoritics. nor politicians
in or out of office, nor newspapers and maga-
zincs, have told these people the facts regarvding
this matter, Afler having talked with very many
workmen and theic families in the village, I
have yet to find a single person among them who
had even an clementary knowledge as {o the
righls possessed bv all cilizens in this respect.

At any rate, Maurice’s widow applicd for com-
pensalion, addressing her claim to “La Commis-
sion des Accidents”. Her claim was summarily
rejected on grounds that it had not been cstab-
lished that Maurice had contracted any occupa-
tional discasc compensable under the ‘“‘Work-
men’s Compensation Act of Quebee”, The lelter
received from “La Commission des Accidents”
informed her that the case was conscquently
considercd closed. Maurice’s widow is not cli-
gible to rcceive aid from the Burcau of “lcs
Méres Nécessiteuses”, since her children are
above the age of 16. Ier daughter is now 18§,
and has been unable to find work in the village.
One son in practically an invalid as result of
slomach ailments and operations cited above.
The other son, a strong healthy young man has
on scveral occasions applicd for work at the
Quchec Asbeslos Corporation (praclically the
only employment available in East Broughton),
and for obscure recasons has heen refused cm-
ployment, although other men were being hired
at the time.

This family of four is thercfore living in cx-
ceedingly straightened circumstances.

Dossier No. 105

Alphonse Centcing died in 1942 at the age of
forty-five.

Beginning at the age of cighteen, he worked
in the Quebe Asbestos Corporation plant for an
indeflinite number of vears. e then transfered
te another mine and plant then being operaled
in the neighborhood, where he \vorke(i{ again for
an indecfinitie number of years. Dust condilions
in this mine and plant too are veported to have
been bad. Alphonse relurncd to work in the
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“.ehee Asbestos Corporalion plant where, on this
nceasion, he remained uninterruptedly for twelve
yvears, and up to a few months prioe to his death,
“ At the Quebec Ashestos Corporation plant, Al-
plhionse was a “loader”, his work consisting prin-
cipally of handling bags filled wilh asbestos
fibre — n very dusty job. ‘This occupation is not
child’s play, requiring as it does considerable
exertion. Conscquently, a “loadee” is breathing
deeply and heavily while performing his work.
Lach handling of a bag of asbestos fibre relecases
into the air a good deal of dust, especially the
very fine invisible dust that is invariably fatal to
the person who inhales it over a period of time.
Alphonse’'s widew reports  that her husband’s
clothing was abundantly covered by dust when
he arrived home from work, and that for hours
alterwards, he would cough vigorously and spit
out dirty-looking moist masses. It is worthy of
note that much dust from his clothing was re-
feased daily infto a housc whose windows were
hept tightly closed against the dust at large in the
village, and in which there lived his wife and
cleven children,

Lventually and incvitably, Alphonse fcll into .
illness.  Ilis wife reports that his coughing pro-
nesively increased, and that he turned to various
iome-made remedics for cclicef, e also consulted
tocal doclors from time to time, always paying
for such consullations, and for wvarious syrups
and tonies supplicd him, e also visited the cli-
nic at Thetford Mines, where x~rays of his chest
were taken. According to his wile, the doctors
al the clinie lold him nothing,

Finally, the local doclors told Alphonse that he
should give up work altogethier, that he was very
ill, and that he had heart trouble, In olher
words, his heart could no longer do the work
normally expecled of it. Following his wile’s
advice, and hoping for betteriment, Alphonse ent-
cred an hospital in Quebec City. There, hie was
told by the doctors that he had hearlt trouble,
and by the nurses that the “cnlargement of his
heart” must he due to a “surprise’” he had recei-
vdd. This story of a *“surprise” has since helped
lo quict the vague and healthy fear Alphonse’s
family had in conncction with asbestos dust. Al-
phonse remained in the hospital for a month and
a half, and then returned home to die ten days
later at the age.of forty-five,

Iis widow was left with eleven children, the
cldest heing  seventeen years of age and the
youngest three, She has never applicd for com-
pensation. She knows nothing whatsoever re-
garding her rights, and those of her family, in
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this respect. One fine day after Alphonse's
death, there appcared mysteriously at her door
an agent of “Les Méres Nécessiteuses”, a provin-
cial  government relicf orguanization. Some
months alter this visit — and this is a long, long
time when there are twelve persons to {ced and
clothe—the family was officially placed on the
relief roll of the Province: rale of relief about
$50.00 per month, This beggarly allowance was
for a whole year the sole income of the family.
Here then was a family condemned to extreme
poverly. linch year since then, one of the chil-
dren has reached and passed the age of sinteen.
Consequently, the monthly check received from
“La Commission des Accidenls” has cach year be-
come smaller and smaller, while the cost of liv-
ing has scored progressively to cveryone knows
where...

The condition of this family has improved very
slightly during these last two years, The eldest
daughter died at the age of twenty-one in 1915
of a pulmonary discase in which malnutrition
pays a prominent part.  Two of the girls have
left home, and are working in hotel i nearby
lowns, (Three less to feed and (o clothe at home).
The eldest son has now been working for some
months at the Quebce Asbestios  Corporation
plant; same kind of work, samne dust conditions,
encountered by his father. ‘Two or three of the
younger ehildren occeasionally find odd jobs in
the village that bring in a few precious dollars.

Dossier No. 79

Louis Soixantedixneuf is now forty ﬁ'cars old.

There is no record of pulmonary tuberculosis
either in his mother’s family or in his father’s.
As a young man in excclient health, he worked in
various asbestos mines and plants for about four
and a hall years. Aflerwards, he worked for the
Quehec Asbestos Corporation for about cleven
years, Louis was first employed by this Com-
pany in ils open pit, where he assisted in drilling
opcrations, always performed by dry mcthods.
He reports that on many occasions he helped in
boring into the side of the mine wall, and then
in hollowing out a long tunnel in which he and
his companions worked for hours at a time. The
dust in the air inside these tunnels was so thick
the men could hardly see each other, The Com-
pany did not provide them with masks of any
description, and no one ever {old Louis that the
dust was dangerous.

After working for about a year In the open pit,
Louis was transfered to the job of "clcancr” in-
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side the plant. Two or three times during his
working hours, he would gather into piles the
dust that had settled and accumulated on  the
. stairways and floor assigned {o him, using for
this purpose a dry brush and shovel. At these
times, he moved and breathed in an extracrdina-
rily heavy concentration of dust. And when he
was not busy, the only “refuge” available to him
was the little cabin on his {loov, which ss we
have recorded was a dusi-trap in itself,

Among Louis’ dulies, there was one that as-
stimes great importance in the scheme of things
that Iras prevailed in this East Broughton plant,

The *dust chamber” in which a certain amount
of dust is deposited by the venti'ation system
fills up rapidly. Thus twice a week, Louis
would enlter this room to clean it out. On these
vccasions, he would wade knee-high, and some-
times waist-high, in the dust of the centre of the
toom, open a small trap door in the floor, and
the dust would full to another place on the floor
below. To get the bulk of the dust out of the
roon, it was necessary to shovel it down through
the trap~door. After this had been done, Louis
woulgl use a sort of rake or dry brush to clean
the walls and floor of the dust, some of which is
slicky. He reports that the dust was so thick in
the atmosphere that the light from the electric
Lulb at the cciling was totally blotted out while
he was in the room. The Company did not pro-
vide him with any protection whatsoever against
the dust,

No man can withsland such conditions sticcess-
fully for long. Inevitably, Louis became ill, —
cxcessive cough, out-of-breath spells, weakuess,
incapacity for work and general malaise, all pro-
gressively incrcasing as time went on. inal-
ly, he had to give up work about six ycars ago.
le rested at home for about six months, and re-
turned to his work. At the end of another year,
he had to give up again. He rested for a shost
time, and then found a small job that required
little cxertion in another village. e had to give
utp this work too in a little while, and has since
remained at home incapacitated for work of any .
kind — a very sick man .

When Louis became seriously ill, he repaived to
the clinje at Thetford Mines, where x-rays were
tiken of his lungs, e was told he had shadows
or spots on his Jungs, probably tuberculosis. Louis
says the doctors {ell into some sort of dispute
over the nature of his illness, hut that after-
wards it was decided he had “simple silicosis’.
Under their direction, hie applicd to “La Commis-

—24 o

e G e - ~p—

—————

e e A e



sion des Accidents” [for compensation. lHe re-
porls that “La Commission des Accidents” inform-
cd him that it allowed compensalion in cases of
“double silicosis', nol in cases of “simple silicos-
is”’, and that his claim was therefore rejected.
but that he was advised to go to a ceelain hospital
in Montreal for further examination. ILouis fol-
lowed the advice given by “La Commission des
Accidents”. About three months later, the hos-
pital doctors reporied that the nature of his
malady was unknown., Since then, he has from
fime to time consulted local dactors who tell him
that his lungs are diseased, prescribe certain
medicines, and suggest a sanatorium. Louis
knows he is close to death; he does not want to
die away from his family; and he rejects the idea
of a sanatorium. His home is in dircct line to re-
ceive a full share of the dust helched out by the
plant. Asbestos dust sceps in, despite tightly
clnsed windows, and the untiring cfforts of his
wife to keep it out.

Tn 1944, Louis and his wife and their one child
now cight vears old were placed on the public
celief roll of the province, and as usual by way
of “Les Méres Nécessiteuses”,

Therealter, this family received from this souvce

a monthiy check of £20.00 up to October 1917,
when the antount was raised {o 830.00. The mo-
ther has found half time work in the village, and
brings in a few -dollars. The family is vevy poor;
Louis’ consultations with doctors and the medi-
cines they have preseribed have been expensive;
in addilion — and who can blame him — he has
bouglit one expensive patent medicine after an-
other in desperate hope of betterment. Municipal
taxes on the humble dwelling owned by the fam-
ily are ncarly three years overduce; there is nn
money to pay them, Therefore, the family is
faced with the prospect of soon losing its home,
since the Municipal Council usually forecloses
when taxes are more than three vears overdue.

Dossier No. 87

Adélard  Quatrevingtsept i a  complelely
bhroken down man, very ill and close to the point
of death al the age of fifty-three,

Adélard was in excellent health when he [irst
went {o work at the Quebhee Ashesins Corporation
plant, ‘There is no record of pulmonary tuber-
culosis in his mather's family, or in his father's.
e was {irst employed in the plant as a “hagper.
The work of such a man will he desceribed in the
neat dossier, Sufficient to say here that this @
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est of Al jobs in the mine and plant..

¢ hours A day, six days a week, Adélard la-

. rée . AL
mmcy;}wsr!c confaminated by an infinite number

of visible and invisible particles of asheslos dust.
e sivs that the dust was so thick in the air that
offentimes he «could not clearly sce objects ten
reet away, 1lis home was situated so as to re-
ceive a full share of the dust bhelched out by the
plant,  Thus for cight years, never a breath of
clean air while at work; and for most of the
time not a breath of clean fresh air while ot home.
Adélard, tired of his job after eight years, gave
it up, and went to work on a farm. About ten
vears laler, he returned to work again at the Que-
ee Ashestos Corposvation plant.  This time, he
was sct 1o work outside the plant, on what is
called “lec ecalvaire” by TFrench Canadian work-
men,  This word “calvaire” is a corruption of
the English word “culvert”, and never has the ge-
nius of the French Canadian ordinary people for
IFrenchifying English words been employed more
aptly (Janguage professors, take note) .

To work “sur le calvaire” means to work along

“and at the end of a sort of road atop the gigantic

pile of rejected asbestos ore seen outside Quebcee
ashestos processing plants,  Along the ridge of
such piles there is a conveyor that carries reject-
cd material from the nlant, and dumps it at the
far ecnd of the pile, whicl in time becomes mount-
ainous in size. At the very end of “le calvaire”,
sofire two hundred and fifty feet up in the air,
Adélard met his final doom. The conlinuous
dumping of the rejected material.onto this pile,
and the act of spreading it out or shovelling it
down into space, produced a dense cloud of dust
which was blown hack sharply into Adélard’s
face hy the high winds generally prevailing at the
high end of “le calvaire”, At no time did the Com-
pany provide him with protection of any kind
against the dust, He hought a pair of gogales to
nroleel his eves. e did not know that it was
dangerous lo inhale the dust, bhut since breathing
in it was not too pleasant, he would periodically
buy a mouth and nose mask at the viliage store,
ITe had to discard these masks, since he could not
do his work while.wearing one.

Alter some six months “sur le calvaire”, Adé-
lard began to feel ill effects . Ie noticed a
marked out-of-breath feeling after exertion; he
felt vague distress; he tired easily and he began
to cough frequently — a dry cough, He consulted
a loeal -doctor and was told he had heart trouble.
ITe was advised to go to the Thetford Mines clinie

26—

suously and breathed deeply in an al-
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for x-rnif cxamination, After a while, he reprired
to the clinie, whose report was forwarded to his
local doctor. Adélard was then told that he had
a ‘“‘veil” over his lungs, and that his malady was
not c)ontngious. (Asbestosis alonc is not contag-
ious.

Although markedly ill, Adélard had all through
this phase continued at his works the man had a
wife and a housclul of children, some of them ill,
to support. But the time came, some two or three
years laler, when he had to give up work alto-
gether. Ie could no longer walk the long painful
road of “le calvaire” wilhiout becoming so out-of-
breath that he could not work for the remainder
of the day. He again repaired to the Thetford
Mines clinic. This time he was told that he had
heart trouble and tuberculosis, and that his niala-
1y was contagious., According to Addlard, none
of the doctors whom he consulted ever mentioned
the word “asbestosis™ to him. IHis cough had
long ago become wet, and there he sits and lies to-
day, coughing and spilting profuscly, dreadfully
itl, in a ramshaclkel house that is as lightly closcd
as possible against the avalanche of dust descend-
ing upon the village, i

No doctor, municipal or provincial govern-
ment official, or Company oflicial has ever
breathed the word “compensalion” to Adélard.
He knows nothing wwhatsoever about “La Com-
mission des Accidents”, and has never applicd
for compensation cither to it or to the Company.
About a year ago, the name of his family was ins-
cribed on the roll of “Les Méres Nécessiteuses”™,
L.et us then see how the family has fared,

The eldest daughter keeps home for the family,

the mother having dicd of nulmonary discase °

about six yecars ago. A son aged ninctecn has
now been in a sanatorium these last three
months; he coughs a good deal, and according to
report, is suffering from “pleurisy”, and inflam-
mation of the Jungs. Another son, suffcring

from pulmonary discase of some sort, cntered a

sanatoriuny when he was twenty one, tired of the
confinement after three years, and returned
home, where he has been these last three years.
When I visited him carly last September, he was
shockingly ill but still on his fect, (Two or
three weelks later, he died, supposcdly of pulmo-
nary discase),

Two of the older sons are now worklng “in the
woods”, state of health unknown to me. A son
aged six{cen remains at home; not workirng.
Three other small children are still at primary
school in the village,
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The last time [ visited this family was in Scpt-
ember of 1948, Il was on a Thursday afternoon
of a cold day, and the wind was blowing a thick
storm of dust upon the house, All the windows
were tightly closed, and had bcen continuously
for ncarly four nights and -days, Nevertheless, as-
bestos dust had sceped into the house; it lay in
visible degree on window  sills and here “and
there on the floor, although the home was ¢lean
otherwise, The air inside the kitchen-living
room in which we assembled was warm and op-
pressive. The poor father, Adéland, sat by the
slove, and despite all efforts tc the contrary,
coughed and spat, The son, who was to dic of
highly contagious discase a few wecks later,
stood and swayed in front of the stove, coughing
and spitting, ‘Lhe three small children had come
in from school and had bvought along some of
their little friends; and in a corner of this room
of pestilence, the group of scven or cight had
settled down to the busy occupations of children.

Conclusion re dossicra detailed here,

Ashestosis nearly always leads to pulmonary
tuberculosis or to heart discase, and frequently |
to both.

According lo medical and government records,
these worlauen are ill or have dicd of pulmon-
ary tuberculosis or of heart disease. But if
proper consideration is given to the dusty con-
ditions in which they worked for five, 10 and up
fo 235 years, onc may say in all certainty that
these men are or were victiins of ashcstosis and
its complications. It is ashestos dust that short-
enced their lives.

These workimenq, il or dead of an occupational
discase, have never received compensation, al-
though they were fully entitled to it by way of
both common law and of the Workmen’s Comp-
cnsation Act of Quebec.

They never received compensation by way of
common Jaw Dhecausc they never brought suil
for damage against the Company; and they never
brought suit against the Company because no onc
Iias ever informed them regarding the nature of
asbeslosis. None of the numerous persons inter-
viewed, worlanen presently ill, widows, and
children of dead workmen, scemed to know any-
thing at all regarding this discasc.

; At this point, the doclovs in the asbesios region
of Quchee must face their responsibility in this
whole situation. IHow can they crxnl:\ir) that
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of working in this mine and plant 2 iHow can
these doclors explain that they did not tell these
workmen they were suflering from asbeslosis,
and that, conscquently, they had right to comp-
cnsation 2 We do not know the answers o

- these questions. But what we do know is
that not long ago onc of these doctors said, "I
we told the worlunen of LZast Broughton that they
were alfected by asbestosis, it would cost the
Company too much nioney'.

The workmen of East Broughlon, or their
widows, llave never brought suit for damage
against the Company. And if they had teken
such action, perhaps it would have given rise
only to other *Procés des Veuves de St-Remi
d’Amherst”, the lesson of which should not he
forgolten.

The workmen of East Broughton, or their
familics have never received coimpensation from
*l.a Commission Jdes Accidents de Québece”. The
very few claims they addressed to the “Commis-
sion” were side-tracked.

The refusal of the “Commission” to award
compensation was bascd upon nacceptable pre-
text. For example: one of these workmen, fatally
ill of an occupational disease, was told by a res-
ponsible official of “La Commission des Acci-
dents”: “The government awards compensation
in cases of “double silicosis’, hut not in cascs of
‘stmple silicosis'”  This term “double sillicosis”
does not exist in medical literature. There is no
discasc recognized as such by the medical pro-
fession. i

In outline, these cases are like very many of
thosc at St. Remi d’Amhierst: a Company abuscs
an employece by mnaintaining conditions of work
that must eventually and inevitably bring about
his premature death; the Company escapes its
responsibility allogether; the provincial govern-
ment sils by idly, knowing of these conditions;
the provincial government rejects the cmployee’s
claim lo compensation, giving one frivolous rea-
son or another o justily ils action, and then con-
demms his family to hopeless poverty by sanc-
timoniously inscribing its name on the rclicf roll L
of the province.

There are literally hundreds of such cases in
Qucbee. Responsibility for their cxistence rests
upon the Companies that take advantage of the
ignorance of the population in medical matters:
upon cerlain (chlm's who are not fulfilling their
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such abuses; and upon socicty, which does not
raise its voice in effective protest,

Thercefore, the main objectives in this situation
at Isast Broughton may be simply outlined.
Socicty as a whole must force the Company and
the government (1) {o repair as far as is possible
the wrong perpelrated upon these families, and
(2) to eliminate asbestos dust from the air being
inhaled by these people. If the second objective
is not atlained, tragedies such as those detailed
here will multiply in number in the very near
future.,
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THE BAGGERS

"Twenty-four men who work in the plont
operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation,
but who are not employees of the company.

The dustiest, and therefore the most dangerous,
tasks in {his plant are accomplished by men
who are not employees of the Quebee Ashestos
Corporation. Since the work these men do is an
all-important and integral part of the work that
must be done in the plani, why are they not em-
ployces of the Company? Surely, there must be
an answer, What {hen are the facts in this extra-
ordinary situation?

These 24 mien are known in the plant as “bag-
gers” and “pilers”. Their story will bhe told
here by way of the story of a “bagger” whom, for
the sake of convenience, we shall call Joseph.

Joseplt is a strong. well-built and vigorous
young man aged about 25, a capable worker in
cxcellent health, e has worked in a large room
on the first floor of the Quebec Asbestos Corpo-

ration vlant for these last four years. Into this
room there enters m: any shutes from which as-
bestos fibre ready for b.\;:gm"‘ falls conlinu-
ously when the plant is in operalion. At various
places along a wall of this room, the fibre accum-
ulales in great piles, at the edge of which Joseph
stands, a shovel in his hands. He bends down
close to the pile, scoops up a great shovel-
full of the fibre, turns and dumps it inlo a bur-
lap bag held out wide-open o him by a fellow-
worker, The falling of the fibre onfo lhe floor
and Joseph's shovelling combine to relense into
the air a very large amount of dust, in which
Joseph is working with lowered head and breath-
ing deeply. For this is a strenuous job, and more-
over, he is working at top speed, since he is
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paid according to the number of. bags he fills,
After he has filled [ifty bags or 50, Jic changes
places with his companion, who takes a lurn
at shovelling, while Joseph holds the bags open
lo rececive the fibre. As a bag is Deing filled
and the fibre shaken down compactly into il,
considerable dust is shot directly up iato
Joseph's face, since he is standing over the bug
and looking down into it. When a bag has been
filled to its proper limit, Joseph, who has been
holding a ncedle In hand, sews it up in a few
deft movements,  The hag is then picked up hy
a “piler”, who stacks it on olhers at a far end
of the room. Fifty or so bags later, Joseph relurns
lto shovelling, and so on through his working
wours.

It has heen mentioned previously that the as-
bestos dust on the stairways and ﬂoors of the
plant is pcriodically collected by clc.m(-rs .
This particular dust s cventually deposiled in
a large chamber, about 80 X 60 fecet in size.

Twice a week, the “baggers” and “pilers” must”

cnter this room to bag the dust it conlains, For
this dust is sold for good money. All of the dead-
Iy dust at Iarge in the plant or belched down
upon the village is valuable and salable. And
since devices {o caplure practically all of it at
its point of origin have long existed, it must he
concluded that failure to install them is duc lo
a malevolence or to a stupidily heyond compre-
hension. After all, purchase and installation of
such devices could be paid for by sale of the
dust they capturc.

At any rate, Joseph and his companions work
at ton-spced in the “dust chamber” for hours
at a time, twice a week. When they first enter
the (h:\mbcx the dust packed down upon the
floor is more than knee-high, and into jt they
wade and work actively. L\Cly niovement they
mnkc stirs un the dust, and the air they breathe
is filled with visible and invisible particles of
{the mineral to a point that defies description.
Finally, the men stagzer oul of the chamber,
chaoking., coughing and snitting, their clothing,
hands and faces. encrusted heavily by dust. They
shake off as much of it as they can, and veturn
to their usual place of work, not much less dusly
than the “dusl chamber” ilsclf.

Joseph and his 23 companions atre not pro-
vided wilh prolection of any kind against the
dust. There is no nlace in or immedintely oul-
side the nlont to which thev ean retire for cven
anc hrealh of elean fresh air, The only time thev
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get away from incredibly heavy concenleations
of dusl during working hours is when they cat
their midworking day meal in the foul and dis-
case-producing “‘dining-room” previously  de-
scribed, or when they retire to the abominable
place called a toilel room,

After his work, Joscph walks down the hill to 1o
his home. Some of the dusl he has inhaled ’
during bis working hours has mixed with the
nioist sccrelions inside his nostrils. This miat-
urc has hardenced, and caked the iuside of his
nose so thickly that hecan hardly Dbreathe
through it. Whercupon, he must stick a [inger
up his nostrills, and dig out the cakes of hardena
cd dust — a process that frequently injures the
lining of his nosc, starts noscebleeding, and opens :
the way wxddy or rather, invites infection. On
arrival home in his dmll\dcn clathing, Joseph
wsually finds the house tightly closed against
the storm of dust ontside. Much dust has never-
theless seeped into it, and he therefore inhales
more ofl it,

Presently, Joseph is in eacellent health, lle
coughs very much more frenquently than does an
hcxllh} man, hut this does not hother him too
much, since he is unaware of its significance.
Al)oul a year ago, he caught a touch of the “grip-
pe” and beeoming alarmed repaired to the
clinic at Thelford Mines for xet ay exammination,
e was told that everything was in good orcder.
Joseph is marricd; he supports a wife, his father,
and his brother’s child.

Josepl's brother, whom we shall call Arthur, is
now 26 years old. He had worked "in the dust”
at the Quchec Asbestos Corporation plant [or
about a year and a hall when an acyte attack
of “pleurisy” kunocked him out.  Aflter resting
at home for some lime, he returned to his work,
Four more months “in the dust” was suflicient
fo knock him out permancently, and he was sent
to a sanaloritun where he is today: diagnosis,
“pleurisy”, pulmonary discase. Arthur coughs a
good deal, and according to renorts, is still hring-
ing up out of his vespiratory system “le coton”
The men call ashestos fibre “le coton™, and
have learned to recoguize its presence in the
glulinous masses they spit out.  After Atthur's
tragedy had taken definile form, pulmonary tu.
bereulosis manifested itself in his wife; there-
upon, she joined him as immale of the sanaln-
vim, Joseph reccived his brother's child into
his home, which though somewhat dusty, pro-
vided a roof over its head.

- —mem—




e imn -

AR

-U0d g pojudiddad oq urd jui} INvIsSIP v SI It tjou
SIM{IV0 PUC JU{IIN] QIC (OI1M JO JUIOS ‘SUI0)
Lurvun saqvp 3t HEuy pur gpquandur sy oseasip
HUIMSaL Ot cureajog spquduasaug aygl sung 3401}
QINJUAIFI] SIYT JROYSROMY Y, "} O] djqupnan L[isua
U] STI 30 SILIS JO) jJudtHiLdA0E 2y} Jo uol
550550 DY} WI LIDI( SUY ISP $OISIST JO uoneuy
~ur 3o 3lqus 9y uo danjradyl Jullrouifue pue
prarpawt dapuIrIoyINe pue dpdwy Syl saouy
JU2WIUAA0S J) PuB *o[qulivan d4e .foadoy} 4101yl
11T Ul spory o)) 13SLASIP JIBIY ‘SISO{NIIIqN] SIS
co)saqse A PIPpPIL ddu uopHnoag 18es jo oploadl
RTINS A V3 B {0 T jd spuod  jue)sip snoLnita oj
sanefoA OXBIp joU ‘uoldR JIpowmwy spusiap
puy 'oidu st ouojysnoag Isviy ¢ wapqosd oty

*01doad osay) Aq pojryul Furaq jsnp oyj
[OJJUOY O} 10 DJUUIWI{D 0} I2¢ INIPI9])o dfHuls duo
J2a3u jng ‘duy a0y pue duiy 9u0j3( alo[ud jno
passvd sospiuva g cLes jou pasu om angud ayy
A J0y pred (L "o00yngladad put *o4dyy} ‘a0 o)
sorpuonauny Juwwuiacd Aq aoayjoue Jaoyje duiy
QATSUDUND  JUO  JO JUMUIDUIQUUY  °SILIL 1noj
Ui} daowr Jof uongEnoag) jsvsl jo apdood oaygy jo
SUULLISSIOAL o) UL SEY] JudtLidsod 2] Yot
It Nung o swes 9y sioSsnyy,  cCpahpoifos
J40A0 SISVINIP  [BUOIPHdNd30 Uo SIOUDAIJU0D
oM srau g put uopuosf o} Lopdwid JuUsuIdAof
11 10100P judunuodd © puds 0] Stay UoISsiuuo:)
STY JO DA0Ur PoTDUUL IS1] Ay, SISOISAse Jo
Alqriansaad pui SIs00HIs Jo Wit ayy Apngs
0] AN J0S UJIY ST UOISSIIUWO0D Judutuddaod mdu
VoOtsasvasip o pruonudndao jo o umpqoad ayl yira
[Uap O JUAILIIA 0T S1]] JO d3uapduioaut juanuas
QU] DAY 0] SoAUIS WY} JO QU0 Jue daay
POLIvIap 3¢ JOUULY (§PGI VLAY ‘ suonupdyg,, po
-usiqud) 980211 UL, 9911IL AW OF JUdULIA0H
JULAUTAGI T O] JO SUOIDUIL PAXTAl JAux oyf,
*SMSODT[IS O Opnor{ddy A{{enbd s1 s1S0)SASL o
waesivacd 2A0¢u 9} Ul PIBS Udaq Suy JUIA\

“sanbrugooy Ava-x
Jo o Auav Aq a21]0 ayy wody duo ojededas o} g0
221U 033X 0 —- dQqIssodurr uapjo — n2IHp de
SHIL0Y PAERduIod JSO1fAL ‘ISTISIP SI] IIIIUOD
10X JTAL O] PUT ~— DUOP I UL Sy} pm: — o
~UOJTAUD ST O] I1sup 31 dunuiyf °,asnp oyl
{1, DAY O} PUL ILI0AL Q) SONUTU0D L) “r Ky
QWOLIY  HHTAY  ydasop  csisopsagst jo unjquoad
oy} O} yovoadde juadipoiur auo ng St 2ad],
Uy PUB dJuandul QuUIOI suy Aprjvid s
Ui jeyy £q tpood Lus Wiy op o} ‘o 0oy yan
1R 00) ST L [EHPIATPUT UV U ISLISIP 91} JO 30UD
SININD QYY) ULIJuoD op SABI-X udyan ‘snjusitodiug
ISOUD PuE LA0MION CoRUIS PIdURAPY U I 22U

Y

TN

e




e deum e e e e

-1S1X2 SJI UIAD 10 $53804dd Sf [L2ADL Jou op Aoy
CAQUANDLATY puL (osvasIp A} JO 1OSU0 Y} [LoAdd
{011 op £2y) lisup sojsoqse Jo uontodoad Lawoyp v
JUILTITUOY 1718 I} JO POLIAU U JIAG SOILHUT O]
[enpIApuy 94y o sudddur] s Jo aanjoid onay
QA SAtAsE JOU 0P SArd-Y 100 SIOLIdS ur e
0UaSIIA Sit WIIJUOY SAUL-X [1JUN [enpisiput ue
I} $1SOJSAsL dZIUY0IIX O} asnjas oym saojuoqg
S H BN
St ALy SNy Jo puuv urwr JuIdoutts ue Jo 3 syl
(popaedoastp dq pivoys ‘sisoudosd AUy ur sy
SU 3 M OSISIND JU({) JnOp Jo ji Aun oyl ey
Auvs Judrar om ‘21ay usaid sisoudoad poayneub
~UI S} YAy poaIeub pnoay oias uosaod oy o,
*SOSUD YOUS JO {[I] ST danjuadly [Udipd]y dauad dtj}
J0J £1SNojId1z0ad poapuat] osju Ladloaq sy surol
Apuugy o1 da0joq Apwwaond 190fr pur Arsmu
‘OSTIANIP  pojlIoWIuUn I DA} St oyclosof Joj
ProYu pProd oy} 'Sk AN0J S0 D0.a1]) ‘0a] Jdtjjou
JOJ ISP JYF UL, Jdoa 0 dRUITU0Y Y piioyy
*UDUE JDUI0 g7 O} JO ISuD Ay} sHPIpUIOND yaupa
‘Hdasor Jo 358 vIjtoods Ay o) wahijoa sh Ty

ieop samuuaad
O} PUO IITAv JUL} SISOISONT Uu FUduauos o
gAY SO U2l 0] Jal Ju Poldd v oso) suoinp
“UOJ INS AP UN HI0A HED UL AD,] 'sptiy St
JO SUOTIIdJUT O V[QUUIISAS A{LIBUIPIORIIND UIDI)
1AL ) aadap v o] padeuwep Leasaged adosm
HOUE D504 Jui] DUHISSE 0] Af(uiosual S2au) sy
3 OCISOP oyl purls Jaduo] ou PpIod Lagl) asnwed
-3¢ 1JO[ UoYl aAui[ pur ‘om) 10 aeal U oCsyiuowt

"X18 Su porad v rioys su goj quegd sty ug saagpd,,

SU pue | saaidng,, s6OPDHIoMN dAL] Uaut suupy

uofd judwioisur ayy WO yYinaQ

O Japun jday ST danue juyy oy —
ATIINISUOD A[[RI00S U Ui} sjusunysrpduioade
0] Puaf ued juyy puv ‘ajyg Jo uormagasaud ayl
O} [E1A UOIOWD Uy — JFUT vLoqqis pue daap
e JO Furiunupdoq oy st dnoad oy jnoysnoayy) uooas
udsS BUISTIIodd JS0Ur Sy PV Caaa) pur 2oy A
s-paczgdeif 31 ana00asip o0 JSutuundag ST ng i
uodn Usop JUnicdq SUOIpuod o) Jo Yy g
MOUY JoU S30p dnodd ayg, oMt suotuudwioy
€7 SIY JO Pus o Awvtn dwes 9y} puv fuvuwt Funof
juadigotur quyy U oSy oqdosop Sy, 00008 suyl
uQ ASToufl puy [mopdads 2au SIdIoM 13Funod
Yl Yy Ing ‘snoadduup jou St ogsnp Ay e
1s1Sut jueid O] Ul SINLIOA JIP[O D) JO JLUON
WY SAuS OFf e $1q 0 snodaaduu) s1 S0PsoH
-S1JO UDIIU{BYUL Jut] yYdIsop Ploy A28 SsuIl D91

q-nn(') uf Ay ne jo wonisodd juipjoy aue 9N

“ewa




Y=y

=Y

o e A g\ AT

e e g a e

e e T S e s e

-

leaametamrng s aaeioo it

llolhn;, or by climinating the dust in theworka
ers' environment; means so to do exist, and can
be applicd. These fcw facts mdtmte the ne-
cessary and immediate steps to take to solve
the problem at hand. Any knowledge acquired
regarding the refinements of the discase at these
l.ondon and Paris conferences is an cmbellish-
ment that might well wait until after the obvious
steps have been taken,

For meanwhile, Joseph is trudging up the hill
to the plant, where the figire of Death mects him
daily to make a payment of a few dollars upon
his life, which it contracled for — somewhat
along the lines of an installment plan — when
he first went to work there. This youug man
Is even now running short of the commodily he
is exchanging; very soon he will run out of it
allogether,

Why are not Joscph, the “baggers” and the
“pilers” employecs of the Quebee Asbestos
Corporation ?

I shall not attetupt to answer the above ques-
tion. But I can tell the precise effects this exira-
ordinary arrangement has upon the fortuncs of
Joseph and of his 23 companions, upon the Que-
bee Asbestos Corporation, and upon the provin-
cial government.

Joseph. and that is o say here the “bag-
gers” and “pilers”, are employees of Lucien Na-

deau. .

Lucien Nadeau is a former cmployce of the
Quebee Asbestos Corpaoration, Ile worked in
the plant for some 20 years, and then became in-
capacitated for work. It is gcnerally understood
among the vxllnncrs that Mr. Nadeau is afflicted
by “silicosis’’. (Throughout the asbeslos region
e word “asbhestosis” scems taboo. The illness
the men contract in the mines and plants is in-
discriminately called tuberculosis or heart trou-
ble or silicosis: mention of any word tying up
the illness to asbestos being generally aveided.
Such evasion scrves to keep the workmen and
their families in line, since it allays whalever
fear they may have regavding the danger of in-
halation of ashestos dust.)

vl\f{c.r he had hern Act AF -
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Qucbec Asbestos Corporation, And there an ar-

rangement was concluded wherchy the Company

set him up in business as a “contractor”. In his

capacily as “contractor’”, Mr. Nadeau agreed to

bag all the ashestos fibre nroduced in the plant, 4
and to set the bags aside for shipment., The
Comipany agreed to pay him a small commission
for each bag of fibre preparcd for shipment —
an arrangement that permitted him lo collect a
good day’s pay for himself. Dut Mr. Nadeau had
no moncy o nav the men necessary to get the
work done. Whercupon, the Company agreed
to give Mr, Nadeau a check at the end of cach
two weeks during the time in which the conlract |
was in force — the size of the checl to depend
unon the amount he would nced to pav the |

-

“hagrers” and “vilers” at current rates, plus his .
own commission. Thus at the end of each {wo i
week period since Mr. Nadeau has become a ;
“contractor”. he has reecived a check from the N
Company. ITe turns this check Into money, and lt

pays his men in cash, the amount left over heing
his own remuneceration. Mr. Nadeau therefors is l
not actually an independent business man, since |
he is financed throughout his carcer s “‘con- :
tractor” hy the Companv. TIn other words, this '
set-up from which Lucien Nadeau emerges as
a “contractor” is a fake. DBut the men who work
for him are Jegally his employces.

The nrofit Mr. Nadeau collects as “contractor”
is sulficient to supnort himself and familv, and
no more. Therefore, he is unable to provido his
employces with the wvrolection he must, if he
wishes to avoid serious charges of criminal neg-
ligence. Moreover, he knows relatively nothing
about the dangers of inhalation of avbestos dus!;
he knows relatively nothing abont the devices
which could ecliminale or control this deadly
Qust heing inhaled by his cmployvees: and if he
did have such knowledge., he does not have a
nickel to pay for their cost of purchase and in-
stallation.

PPV SIGFUY JRVN

Enter Mr, E. E. Spafford who wos up to o fow

months ago genersl manager of the
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* poration. Mr., .0'-
Donncll, son =in «
faw to the Prime
Minister of Cana-
da, Mr, Louis St,
Laurent, acted as
fcgal  counsel to
the “Timmins
group’' implicated
in the ‘‘silicosis
affaire”, The so-
called  ‘rectifica-
tion™ of my article
*‘La Silicose, de St.
Remi d'Ambherst 3
I'Ungava® by *'Re-
fations'’, and the
subscquent rcfusal
of ‘Relations’” to
print any reply by
me to declarations
made cither publi-
cly or privately by :
the “"Timmins

group’'s wero M. Hugh ODONNELL, K.C.
brought about per-

haps chiefly by Mr, O'Donnell, whose brilliance and abi-
lity havo been well-known to the Canadlan legal pro-
fession for some ycars,

On occasions in the past, Joseph and his
fellow-workers have complained about working
condilions {o Mr. Spafford. Joseph fells me that
on these oecasions, My, Spafford has replied
“You do not work for the Quebee Ashestos Cor-
poration”, or “I don't know you’”, or “I huave
nothing to do with you”. Mr. Spafford's legal
posttion is unimpeachable. But one day some-
time ago, Joseph, having finished his day’s work,
watked to anotlier part of the plant, meanwhile
pulling a cigarelte out of his pocket and lighting
it. It is forhbidden to smoke in this plant. Mr,
Spafford, coming along at the moment, saw
Joseph smoking—an incident that led promptly
to Josceph bheing fired from his job. Afler Joseph
had repaired to the Company offices three or
four times, Mr. Spafford finally told him he could
vo back to work. And so apparently, Mr. Spaf-
ford has the power to bring about the summary
dismissal of these men, or o hire them, al-
though they are not legally his employces.

Naturally, the men «do not press their com-
plaints upon their legal employer, Lucien Nu-
deair, ‘”c is as helpless as they are,
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Occupational discases in the United States.

‘The next factor of imporlance re the status
of these men should be introduced by way of
a paragraph on the history of occupational dis-
asce in the United Stades.  The subjeetl of danger-
ous {rades has occupied the close nllcnti(m of
the American people for more than 40 years.
And while working conditions here and lhere
in the U.S, are far from ideal, very great progress
has been made in solving llu, problem. This de-
sirable resuit has been :whicvcd in very luarge
part because workmen have excercised their
rights to hring damage suits against an emplover
who maintained unhealthy working conditions
in his place of husiness. Such an employer
found himself being sued in Comt by once or
two or as many as 10, 15, 25 or more of his ¢m-
ployces and their families, cach ol them claim-
ing anywhere from $15, 000 to Q256,000 and more.
In inpumerable cascs, such suits were decided
in favor of the cmployees, sociely meanwhile
standing by and encouraging such aclion by the
employees, since it was recognized by practicatly
everyone that here was action that benelited
socicly as a whole, as well as the inlerested
parties. The employer got out of the mess he had
created as best he could — a very expensive ex-
perience in many casces. IHe also made an at-
tempt toward climination of the working con-
ditions that had brought disaster upon s cin-
ployees, 0 as to avoid more suits in the future.
And il he did not have sense enough to take this
step of his own accord, the imumuco company
that handied his business prodded him into it
in no uncertain manner. News of such deveiop-
ments spread rapidly among industrialists and
insurance company officials, many of whom
voluntarily toolk steps to climinate in teir own
places of husiness conditions that micht bring
damage suits down upon them.  As result, work-
ing conditions immensely improved throuchout
the country, and an incalculable amount of dlis-
case and conseqguent tragedy averted. It is enlire-
lv safe to say that all American cmployers and
insurance companies of any conscquence have
been for now many vears completely informed
about these matters.

Nullification of cemmon low in Quebec.
The arrangment between the Quebee Ashestos

Carporation and Lucien Nadeau despoils the
“haggers” and “pilers” of the right which Amer-
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.agerous occupalions have exerclsed
« .ch salutary cffects. In other words, the
_uee Asbestos Corporation has been, and s,
ahuost completely protected by way of this ar-
Fangement from the possibilily of damnge suils
by the men who have prepared, or who are now
prepaving ashestos fibre for shipment out of its
plant.  And let us remember thut these are the
men who perform the dusliest and most danger-
ous work in the plant,

There are many men in this calegory at Last
Broughion who have legitimate claims in coms-
mon Iaw for irreparable damage committed upon
them, and conditions in the plant are such that
their number will be substantially augmented
in the not distant future. Some of these men have
already died, their rights to bring suit for dam-
age having devolved upon their families. Bui,
ceven if any of these practically penniless people
had the money to pay for legal services, it is
doubtful that .any lawyer would undertake to
bring damage suit on their behalf,

To illustrate the above: let us use the case of
Joseph again,  Let us assume that sonictime in
the next five years, or for good measure, the
next ten years, Joseph becomes incapacitated for
work and fatally ill, as he surely will if he con-
tinues to inhale ashestos dust in the qunutitly
he has heen inhaling these last four years. Should
Joseph decide {o bring damage suit in Court,
when he becomes ill, he must suc his legal em-
ployer, Lucien Nadeau. But if he should win his
case against Mr, Nadeau, he cannot collzet the
$15,000 to $25,000 and more usually awarded by
the.Courts in such cases in the U.S., since Mr.
Nadean does not have the money to pay even
a small part of such sums, little enough in ex-
change for life or health. One might say that
Joseph ecould then institute suit for damage
against the Quebeec Ashestos Corporation, seek-
ing thercbhy to establish joint responsibility of
the Company. DBut Joseph’s legal problem will
be infinitely more complicated than that.

Lucien Nadeau has been an “employer” for
only a short time., As a “bagger” at the Quebec
Asheslos Corporation plant, Joseph has alrcady
worked for three such “cmployers”, and hefore
he becames ill he will probably work for two
or three more such. Thercfore, legal responsi-

bility for any damade incurred by Joseph wi}l"
rest upon Lucien Nadeau and four, {ive or six .

other such “employers”, To present hils claim
for damage to a Court, Joseph will need to sue
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each and all of bhis “cuiployers”, that is to say,
a number of practically penniless men. Further-
more, the men set-up as “employers” by the Que-
hee Ashestos Corporastion are usually much older
than the “baggers” and “pilers”; very often they
are men sho, like Jucien Nadeau, have hecome
incapacitated for work., One such “cmuplover”
is cven now secviously il at Zast Broughton. Thus
one or more of Joseph’s “employers” may quile
probably be dead by the time Joseph Dbecomes
i1l enough to sue for damage. To say the least,
it is very difficult to make good 2 claim for
damage against a dead man, since the Court must
hear the other side of the story before it can
pronotince judgment.

One might say that Joseph could, on becoming
ill, sue the Quebee Asbestos Corporation and the
wliole lot of his “cmiployers”, all at one and the
same time. This is a prospect that would juake
almost any lawyer faint outright, Responsibility
for anv damage that may come {o Joseph from
inhalation of asbestos dust has been so dispersed
that he would have praclically no chance at all
ol collecting even a penny by way of Courts of
f.aw designed to protect hasic human rights.

Conclusions

To sum up. The arrangements helween the
Quebec Asbestos Corporation and such “contract-
ors” as Lucien Nadeau bring about the following
results:

1) The Company saves money by throwing
the burden of protecting the “baggers” and
“pilers” from inhalation of asbestos dust upen
a number of dummy *
can assume that burden.

2) The Company is almost completely nrotect-
ed from damage suits which these men might
institule in Court against it, this aspeet of the
issue having become entangled in  legalities
which, if not insurmountable, would require
many years of costly litigation to disentangle.

3) The iualienable right to proteclion which
cach ol these “bageers” and “pilers” possesses
in common law is grossly violated and nullificd
ot cvery slep in the game.

4) These men are completely helpless, and
this through no fault of their own.

5) Worthy, resvectable and meritorious men
such as Lucien Nadesu are used as unwilting
tools to visit abuse upon their fellow-workers,
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Another group of men who work in the plant

operated by the Quebec Asbestos Corporation, -

but who are not employed by the company.

This group of eight men known as “Joaders” |

work for a special dummy employer sct up by
the Company. Their job is to handle the bags
{illed with ashestos fibre from the time they leave
the bagging room up to the time they have been
loaded on freight cars. This is strenuous work,
and must he elassified as among the most danger-
ous in the plant, These men are not provided
with masks or other protection against the dust,
and — butl there is no point in telling the dismal
slory again, What has been written here about
“bageers” and  “‘pilers” applies cqually to the
“loadcers”,
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EAST BROUGHTON,
A SEMI-CLOSED TOWN

The pattern of rule that has prevailed at Iast
Broughton was sct some lwenty five vears ago
by the general manager of the Quebec  Asbestos
Corporation, Mr, 15 E. Spafford. At that time,
none ol the villagers had the slightest inkling that
tlie dense clouds of ashestos dust that rolled down
upon the village were dangerous to their health.
But this dust was an enervating nuisance, and it
dirtied their homes, inside and outside.

A worlhy citizen of the village, a Mr, Elcuthere
Grolean, had built upon his property a small
building in swhich he prepared maple syrup and
maple sugar for market., IHe and his family de-
pended in part on this small business for liveli-
hood. DBut no matter how tightly closed he kept
the windows and doors, ashestos dust sifted into
the building, ot into his syrup and spoited Large
hatehes of it. Afler this nuisance had gone on far
some time, Mr. Groleau announced that if it were
nol stopped, he would bring damage suit against
the Company. His declaralion spread throughout
the village, and hecame known to the manage-
mentl of the Company. Whercupon, mine and
plant ceased opcrations abruntly. And through-
outl the ranks of the villagers there spremwd myster-
jously, or otherwise, the romor that mine and
plant would not be rcopenced until My, Grotenu
had renounced his intention to hring suit. The
sititation held there Tor a few days, and unlil a
Iarge number of the workers thrown out of their
iobs gol logether and appearcd as a groun hefore
Mr, Groleau's door, demanding that he withdraw
his complaint, Under this kind of pressure, Mr.
Groleau acceded to their demand.  Thereupon,
mine and plant vrcopened, the men went hack to
work, and Mr, Groleau continued to pocket his
iosses as hest he could, -
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This expericnce has had an important and Jast-
ing cffect upon the psychology of the workers
andd their families.  They have since lived in pa-
valyzing fear of losing their wark, So swift and
s0 decisive was the Company's action that it has
never found it necessiry actually to close mine
and plant again in order to impose its will upon
Ihe people of Luast Broughton, Reports that the
Company would close its mine and plant have
bheen sufficient to smother at ])il‘lk] any idea coj-
femplated by the workers 1o betler their condi-
tions, Through fear inspired by such reports,
the Company has been able to rule the town abso-
lutely insofar as its own intercesis have been con-
cerned,

The most amazing  feature of this situation is
that no political leader of any description has
ever fold the people of Fast Broughton the follow-
ing indispulable fucls: This Quebee Ashestos Cor-
puration is owned by the Philin Carvey Mlg, Co.
which, to carry on its vast husiness in the U. S.
and Canada, is absolutely dependent upon the as-
bestos produced in East Broughton, Without that
asbeslos, this Philip Carey Mfg, Co. — assels now
27 millions dollars—-could not have continued to”
pile up the very large vearly profits it has in the
past; it could not even have bought the asbestos
it needed from other producers in Quebec or any-
where else, and at the same {ime have held its
position against competitors to its products. There
has never existed the slightest possibility during
!the time under review that  the Quebec Ashestos
Corporation would close its mine and plant for
more than a very short time indeed,

This situation prevails today. Asbesltos [ibre
is the life blood of the Philin Carey Co. Any
threat to close ils mine and plant is a blalf, pure
mnd simple. For the carvying out of that threat,
and holding to it for more than a short time
meuns the collapse of the Philin Carey Co. The
ncizhhorhood of Tast Broughton is extremely
ciclhh in still unexploited reserves of this valuable
minceral in immense demand, And theee is not
the slighlest possibility that exploitalion of this
soyree of tremendous wealth will be halled by
the Company itself for more than a month or
lwo at mosl.

There may be a tendeney on the part of a few
readers to hlame the peonle of East Broughton,
since it is elear that simple delermined action on
their pavt could in a very short time have
brought this Quebee Asbestos-Philip Carey com-
hine under control. But, no onc has told these
people the facls necessary for them to know be-~
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fore they can lake intelligent netion. Newspapers,
books and libraries in whieh they could learn
the facls have not heen available to them. These
men have large families to support, and the one
veality they know swell s the speetre of near-fum-
ine that has nppcearcd on the threshold of so
many Quebec homes during the Inst gencerations,
The paraphenalia of democracy — celections, re-
presentation in the Quebee Legislature and in the
Canadian Pacliament — has utlerly failed them,
and this through no ault of their own or of dent-
ocracy. Under these circumstances, they alone
could not be expected to solve the social problem
created at East Broughton by the Quebec Ashes-
‘ los-Philip-Carcy combine,

Harbinger of revolt (?)

The anatomy of vevolution since the beginning
of limse has been the object of many scientific
studies, and one of the primary conclusions that
has emerged is that women are usually at the bot-
tom of revolution, Since revolutions are almost
invariably the resull of abuse that threatens or
destroys the lives of the abused, it must be expact-
ed that women will play by far the most promi-
nent role_in Inspiring them. For it is the pecu-
liar function of women to carry new life and to
protect existing life. Their principal drives are
centered upon that function, The women of
Ilast Broughton run true to form. None of these
people of East Broughton are completely inform-
ed regarding the damage caused direelly and
indirectly by asbestos dust, But they suspect that
yrave damage to life is heing brought about by
the dust, and thé women have been much more
outspoken about this than have the men, The sus-
picions of the women were suflicient to hring
’ about what must he termed radical action indeed,
: considering the customs and mores of Quebec.

! There was great excitement in JBast Broughton
on the day of May 7th, 1915, The Municipal
Council was scheduled to hold its monthly mect-
ing that evening, These meetings ave open to the
public, but so far no woman or women in a
group had been known to attend them at East
Uroughton. IEarly on the morning of that day,
three or four women circulated scparately int
their inumediate neighborhood, knocked at doors,*
and urged the woman of the house to altend the *
Municipal Council meeting, and demand that ac-
tion be taken to put an end to the menace of as-
hestos dust at Easl Broughton, !

A

"
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{ In an hour or two, dozens of women were like-
{wise circulatling throughout the village, each bent
i on gathering recruils, and the movement assumed
“the spontancitly always preseal  in vevolution.
Word of the movewment reached thie ears of the
Mayor, who, according to report, was displeascd
andd set up  a counter-movement., A very few
. wonien were persuitded to circulate the village,
«and urge other women not to altend the meeling.
And all through the day movement hattled against
counter-movement, while the town was as filled
by rumors and arguments as it was by asbestos
dust,
That evening, about seventy-five women march-
ed into the Municipal Council Chamber, and took

“heir places in il. Most of the wives of the work-

crs were absent, because of fear their hushands
wottld loose their jobs: but the women who did
attend were sccure in the knowledge that their
action met with the approval of the overwhelm-
ing number of workers’ wives, The Council was
called to order by the Mayor, all the Counscllors
heing present,  All of these men were greatly sur-
prised by these mass appearance of wonten, and
some of them resenled what they considered an
inlrusion. One after another, ten or twelve wo-
men got up on their feet and addressed the Coun-
cil in no uncertain {evms, and according to all
accounts, they spoke well, Proceedings through-
out were orderly, bul debate waxed spirited]

and voices rosc high, Late in the mecting, onc o

the Counscliors introduced a resolution calling
upon the Quebee Ashestos Corporation to amelio-
vate the dust conditions caused by it. The reso-
lution was approved by the majorily of the Coun-
seltors, and copics were sent to each of the fol-
lowing: the Quchee Asbestos Corporation; the
Philip Carey Mfg, Co., the provincial Department
of Health, and the County Bureau of llygicne.
After which everyone went home, all agreeing
that the vesolution would not have bheen approved
if the women had not been present to push it
through,

A day or 50 aflcrwards, the Mayor of East
Broughton cvidently visited the offices of Mr.
Spafford. On rclurning [rom the interview, he
ceported  (in the hearing of a number of wit-
nesses) that Mr. Spafford had said essentially the
following: *“Do these people forget whal “hap-
pened when Bleuthére Groleau protested against
dust conditions?* which was {o say, “withdraw
the resolution or 1 close mine and planl”. Icw
in lii:lt.;ld:rnngmon had nol heard the warning by
nightfall,
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On May 21st, the Municipal Council received a
tettes from My, Spafford, asking what proportion
of the population was complaining about the dust.

And on May 241h, the Municipal Council receive
ed an ullimatum from Me. Spafford that was zgen-
crally taken to mean that the mine and plant
would be closed, if the resolutions were not with-
drawn, So far as can be learned, the Municipal
Council did not reply officially to Mr, Spafford's
letiers,

At the next mecting of the Council, women
again marched into the Council Chamber. They
numbered about thirty, discouragement and fear
having taken its toll. But this time, the wonmen
were fruly angry, and much more excitement re-
sulted, They were asked to wait; and the Mayor
threalened to resign  if women continued to at-
tend Council mcetings, ISvervone went home
zood and mad, But as time went on, fewer and
fewer women attended  the meelings, and the
whole movement petered out, this heing helped
along by the planted rimnor to the effect that the
Company could not afford to install dust elimin-
ating devices, since asbestos deposits were prac-
tically exhaustcd, and that the mine could only
be operated [or another year or {wo at most. The
resolution was eventually burried without benefit
of public ceremony .

It would be a scrious mistake to dismiss this
action taken by the women of 1Zast Droughton as
a trivial village incident of no concern to the re-
mainder of the provinece, This is the way violent
revolution hegins, That the spontancous move-
jment initinted by these women petered out is
almost customary in carly slages of revolution.
To cite hut one example: the women of France
had heen st back a number of times before they
inspived their men to tear down the Bastille stone
by stone, and then set into motion “les sans-cu-
fottes”, o

-If conditions are allowed o go on as they are,

1lxc§c wonien of Iiast Broughton will recover from
Lheir set-hack, and will not be denied.
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PROOF OF COMPANY AND
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT ¢
RESPONSIBILITY

I cannot tell exactly how many years the Que-
bec Ashestos-Philip Carcy combine and the pro-
vincial government have known the essential
facts regarding the situation at East Broughton,
If by any chance, they shiould claim they have not
known these facts for muny years, they are mere-
Iy supplying us with evidence of incompeteare so g
grave that the one should be deprived of its li- N
cense to carry on  business in Quebec, and the
other of its office,

Fortunately, I have in hand irrefutable docu-
mentary evidence that Company officials, and
provinekn!l government officials, whether Union
Nationale or Liberal, were fully informed regard- '
ing conditions in East Broughton for more than
these last four years. Beginning 1944 and conti-
nuing to this last sununer, citizens of East
Broughton, individuals or groups of ten to cighty,
have literally bombarded the Company and the
i I'rovincial government with complaints regavd- .
I ing asbestos dust at large in village, mine and '

plant, These complaints were formally answered :
Ly evasions of many kinds, and by promises that :
tlust conditions wounld be modified. But all dur- '

-

! ing this time and up lo the wriling of this article,
. never one concrete and practical act desianed to =
! put an end to even a part of the whole abuse des-
. cribed in this article, On the other hand, open

i and outright acts of terrorizalion have heen visi-
ted upon these people of East Broughton; witness

4 the section “IHarbinger of Revolt (7)” in this

! ‘ article.
. o In 1944, 1945 and 1946, complaints made by cit-
! izens of Iast Broughton were answered formally

it in the name of the government chiefly by way of

}] .
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letters signed by Deo 00 Tovvanuenn, diven-
of the Division of Induslrial Iygiene, Ministey of
Public Welfare and Health,  Evasiong and nra.
mises of betterment piled up one upon :\.:m'.\x:r,
some ten or omore letters filled with whoy pre
generally known in Quebee as “chinoisericy™, ai.
though it seems a pity to associate such behavinur
with the distant Chinese people about wlinm we
know relalively little,

On August 1rst, 1015, Dr. Jean Gregoire, Sous-
Ministre, Ministry of Public Welfare and Health,
Legan to try his hand at placating the people of
Last Broughton; he followed the same line pur-
sucd by Dr. Tourangeaua. Tn the meantime, gov.
crnment doctors, and a government endgineer
named Sarto Plamondon, visited the village on na
number of occasions, All through these episodes,
these government authorities were in communi.
-ation with Mr. Spualford, manager of the Quebee
Ashestos Corpaoration, and with the Philip Carey
Mfg. Co. '

IFrom the correspondence in my possession,
these government officials  emerge as glorified
messenger boys of the Quebece Asbhestos-Philip Ca-
rey combine, For their line was to spread about
he usual medley of promises, now veinforced by
propaganda supposcdly justifying the Company's
unwillingness to install devices that would con-
trol or eliminate the ashestos dust at large in vil-
lage, mine and plant. Eventually, the people of
[East Broughton tired of this pot-pourri of pro-
mises, evasions, and Company propaganda, pass-
¢d out by government officials; protestalions
and demands rose in tone and in volume, all ex-
cuscs for failurc to remedy conditions being re-’
iected.

During the first half of 1947, Dr. Tourangeau
continued to carry the governement's burden of
veplying to demands made by East Broughton cit-
izens. In this parlicular period, he was foreed
to send no less than twelve letters of explanation
for failure to act; but since these letters were
merely a stale rehash  of old promises and eva-
sions, they were received wilh considerable dis-
tuvor in the village., Apparently, the wriling of
these last twelve letters exhausted Dr, Tourau-
geau’s resources, and he thereafter howed out of
the situntion, \Whereupon, Dr, Jean Gregoire, Dr,
Albiny Paquelte. Minister of Public Health, and
Maurice Duplessis, Prime Minister, took over the
burden of replying to the people of Last Brough-
ton,

Drs, Gregoire and Paquette followed the linc]
established by Dr. Tourangenun, while Mr, an)cs-»‘
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‘eis answered with mediocre political speeclics on
the merits of “L’Union Nationale”, of which he is
the leader, upon the devotion of his Minister of
Health, Dr. Albiny Paquette, and upon the deme-

1 rils of former Liberal governments.

To their credit, the people of East Broughton
were not over-awed Dy letlers from  such high
government officials, and several hot and canable
veplies were sent to Mr, Duplessis. On September
10th 1947, Dr. Gregoire bravely wrole (privately)
— nothing about all this appeared in newspapers
— that e had sent an ultimatum to the Quebee
Asbeslos Corporalion, 1t secims that the Compa-
ny was called on to specify within [iftecen days
what measures it proposed to take to climinate
the “nuisance” caused by the asbestos dust issu-
ing from ils plant at East Broughton. Otherwise,
Dr. Gregoire wrote, the whole case of the Com-
pany would be refered to the Attorney-General —
who happens to be no less than Mr. Duplessis
himself.

On Qctober 15th, 1047, Dr. Gregoire wrole
(privately) that the case had been placed in the
hands of the Attorney-General. TFor some rcason
unknown to me, perhaps for good measure, he
again announced (privately) {hat such action
had bheen taken. And there the case rests todav,
apparently cilther stuck in the hands of the At-
tarnev-General, or gquite possibly in the same pi-
weon-hole where the now famous ‘‘Procés des
Veuves de St, Remi d*Amherst” has rested these
Jast eight years.

The documenlary evidence considered in this
section uncovers much more than another dreary
story of hetrayal of public inlerest hy politicians
in Quchee, .

The information wud complaints that poured
into the provineial Department  of Ilecalth from
Fast Broughton eilizens dealt for the larger part
with ashestos dust conditions in the village, and
only secondarily  with dust conditions in mine
andd plant, Tn the main, these citizens ~were
fighting to protect their properly, which is dam-
aged inomany ways by the ashestos dust belehed
out by the plant, and they were also concerned
with the disty nuisance hrought about by the dust
th:d seeped into their homes. llowever, on many
occasions they did call altention in general lerms
to The unhealthy aspeets of the whaole sifuation.

It must be remembered that none of there East
Broughton citizens is sulficiently educated jn me-
dical matters to talk with aathorily on the dan-.
goers of inhalation of ashestas Just, Nevertheleos



so capablv did they describe asbestos dust condi-
tions at Last Broughton that any doctor should
have grasped the f{ull implication of their story
at once, Morcover, the doctors especially charfcd
with the guardianship of public health in Qucbec
verified their story on the spot. not only once but
many times. In olher words, Dvs, I'.-]. Touran-
gean, Jean Gregoire and Albiny Paquclle, knew
all the essential facts in the whole situation at
Iiast Broughton, knew what dust conditions were
in the village and  in the mine and plant, and
knew well the deadly cffects hrought about by in-
halation of asbestos dust over a period of fime,
Whal then did they do; what did they not do;
and what should they have done?

What Drs. Tourangecau, Gregoire
and Poquectte did,

In their correspondence with Last Broughton
villagers, these doclors concerncd themselves
anly with the asbestos dust poured down inte the
villidge by e plant, They tell these villagers that
cfforts will he made to climinate the “nuisance”
causcid by asbestos dust at large in the village —
“puisance” bheing a slrange word indeed o use
in connection wilh this deadly dust,

What Drs. Tourangcau, Gregoire,
and Paquette did not do.

In their correspondenee with East Broughton
citizens, these doctors not only failed to distin-
guish hetween dust conditions in the village and
in the mine and plant, They failed lo tell these
uninformed people the essential facls regavding
inhalation of ashestos dust,

What Drs, Tourangeau, Gregoire,
and Paquette should have done.

These doctors should have told these people of
Last Bronghton that the ashestos dust almost con-
tinvously at large in the western end of the vil-
Jage was a serious danger to the health of its in-
habitants, especlally the children,  They should
have added that this dust  was  hastening  the
deaths of the very many already afflicted by as-
beslosis and by other pulmonary discase. They
should have gone into this village and condema.
ed certain homes and publie ~
as ceaters of neetiton
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long azo have condemned  as highly unsanilary
the schoolhouse that lies in the path of the ashes-
tos dust helehed out by the plant on the hill
‘Ihey should, in fact, nve condemned the whole
wedlern end of the village as unfit for habitation
by man or heash

These doctors should have told these people of

I:ast Broughton that the asbestos dust saturating
the atmosphere of the mine and plant is an in.
finitely greater peril to their welfare than is the
st at Jarge in the village,  They shonld have
told all these people, and cspecially the workers,
the essenlial facts regarding inhalntion of acheg.
tos dust over a period of time. They shoeuld
jhave tald these workers that conditions at the
Quebee Asbestos Corporation mine and plant are
iproductive of asbeslosis and of pulmonary tu-
Licreulosis to a terribly high degree, They should
Jhave encouraged these workers, who have hecen
{paralyzed by an understandable fear anmil by a
Iluck of accurate information, to take drastic and
Himmediate action to protect their lives and those
Yof their familics. Al this should have been said
publicly again and agein in clear, simple terms
which these East Broughton peopie could under-
staud by men such as Drs. Tourangeau, Gregoire
and Paquette, who enjoy the anthoity, the
prestige and the rewards of high office, or by
cqually informed medical men whom they could
have nominaled.

These doctors, especially and  conclusively
charged by law lo protect the health of the pub-
lie, should likewise have formally and acecurale-
ly informed the Municipal Councit of Fast
Broughton, and also, all officcrs and personncl
of “La Fédération de 'Amiante”,

There is not the slightest  Inlention here, or
cven inclination, to sit in judgment upon the be-
haviour of the doctors charged with the admi-
nistration of the Department of Public Health in
Quchee. But no one can dodge  the [ollowing
fact: gross malpractice of medicine is one of the
causcs for much of the lragedy of Easl Broughton,
The issue is therefore clear: cither these doctors
are themselves responsible for such malpractice
}nf medicine, or politico-financial authority be-
tybnd their control has prevented them  from
tpracticing their profession according to its ideals.
This is a malter which shounld engage the close, |
immediate and public atlention of “Le Collége
des Médecins de Quiébee™,

—52—~




— VII —

THE QUEBEC ASBESTOS.
PHILIP CAREY COMBINE

‘The Quecbec Asbestos Corporation is cntirely
owned by the Philip Carey Mfg, Co, of Locklund
(near Cincinnati) Ohio. Official reports regacd-
ing the exact profits derived by the Quebee As.
bestos-Philip Carey combine from operation of
the mine and plant at East Broughton are nat
available to the publie, Nevertheless, one may
make the following statements, sccure in the
knowledge that they cannot be successfullv con-
tradicted.

The Philip Carey Mfgz. Co. has drawn enormous
profits from the asbestos mine and plant it owns
at JEast Broughton. This company started upon
ils carcer on a relatively small amount of capital.
Its stockholders have heen rewarded from time to
time with very large stock or capital dividends;
they have also received cxceedingly gencrous
cash dividends., In addition, the assets of this
Company have steadily and largely increased in
value, and now reach the sum of 27 million dol-
lars., Annual nct profits held at high levels dur-
ing the war, averaging about $775,000.

Net profit took a very big jump upwards to
§2,149.411 for the year 1946; and then look ano-
ther jump upwards to $2,806,602 for the year
1947. This is a very prosperous Company.,

Not all of the prolit already disbursed to its
stock and bondholders by the Philip Carcy Mg,
Co., and not all of the capital gains now part of
the asscts of the Company, flow from its opcera-
tions at 1Sast Broughton, But a large part, per-
haps the largest part, of both these two categorics
of profit do flow directly from the asbestos fibre
produced at Last Broughton., Tt is believed here
that few persons in Quebee, or for that matter in
Canada and in the U.S,, would oppose the idea
of the Philip Carcy Mfyg Co. collecting a profit
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front ils operations al East roughton. Dot that
is uol the issuc here; the issue Is one orexropnr-
tion, IFor in its scarch for profit, the Managc-
) went of this Company has lost all sense of decent
ht proportion, Without in any way cndangerin
) tis own cxistenee, or even its very Jarge annua
profils, this Company could have ecasily afforded
| to have spent the noney necessary to safeguard
Bl the healthh and lives of the men who have worked
on its premises at ast Broughton, Blindly and
! greedily, the Management of the Company rcjcc-
ted such an idea. “This is not a strange pheno-
men in human relations, Man, or groups of men,
will run wild, unless they are held under control
by law, clearly defined and cnflorced. Despite
arave shortcomings, the law in Quebece is clearly
cnough defined to have enabled the Government
to have kept this Quebee Asbestos-Philip Carcey
combine under control. But the law has not been,
and is not being enforced. Therefore, vesponsi-
bility for the hideous situation under study here
rests as much upon the Quebec provincial govern-
ment as it does upon the Quebee Asbestos-Philip
Carcy combine
Much of the literature critical of the behaviour
e of incorporated companies in Canada and the U,
i S. is sprinkled profuscly with the terms ‘‘com-
pagnic anonyme” and “the souless corporation”,
) The first tern is a legalism, and the sccond an
: cmotionalism, and use of cither or both arc hand-
. icaps in cffort to remcedy condilions under stu-
dy. This Quebee Ashestos Corporalion is a leg-
al facade, back of which a certain small and
known group of men operate. These men are
further entrenched behind another legal facade:
the Philip Carcy Mfg. Co. To remedy condilions
at East Broughton, it will be necessary to dis-
! regard these legal facades—and this can be done
without violalion of existing law — and carry
i . the hattle directly to the men managing and con-
! trolling  the combined companies. In  other
words, these lwo corporations are the tools of
cerlain known men, and the real business of the
Quebee people is not with the tools created and
used by these men; it is with the mien themselves.
’1\\'110 then are they?

¢ The men directing the Philip Carey Mfg Co,
canstitute a group of industrialists highly respec-
ted in the United States. They are recognized as
W capable, enlightened, and highly successful oper-
i ators, and their aclivitics and interesls range fav
i beyond the Quebee Asbestos-Philip Catey com-
b P bine. They are in fact associaled with many im-
| portant industrial and cducational enterprises in
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Ohio, and in other parls of the U, 8. The nesn-
ciation between the Philip Carey Mly, Co, and
Proclor & Gamble, one of the two ar three large:t
s(’)np manufacturers in the U. S, is parlicularly
close.

Some of the more prominent and Influential
dircctors of the Philip Cavey Mfg. Co, ulso occu-
py positions of cqual importance on the board of
dircctors of Proctor & Gamble — a stiule of affairs
that has prevailed for many vears. Procter &
Gamble is renownced throughout the U. 8. for its
humanitarian treatment of its cmployecs.

My information regarding the Philip Carey
Mfg. Co. is not quile so clear, insolar as ils opera-
fions in the U. S. are concerned, But this much
may be said. The plants operated by this com-
pany in Ohio handle a very large amount of as.
bestos fibre, and this without doubt represents a
potentinl health hazard Tor its employees., So far
as can be ascertained, operations of this compa-
ny in Ohio have not produced any cases of as-
hestosis — and this must mean that the Manage-
ment takes measures to protect its American eimn-
ployees froim the discasc,

In summary: a certain small speceific group of
men have maintained working conditions in the
plants it manages in Ohio so as to avoid the pro-
tuction of asbestosis in its employees. On the
other hand. this same small group of men have
permitted in its Quebee mine and plant condi-
tions which have produced asbestosis and pul-
monary tuberculosis on a large scale. Why then
this discrepuncy in hehaviour?,

The answer is as simple as A-B-C. In the U.
S, and specifically in Ohio, the American govern-
ment and people have enforced their \\'ﬁl upon
this group of operators, and have compelled it
to maintain healthy working conditions. The si-
tuation is otherwise in Quebee, where this group
of men has imposed (TS will upon the govern-
ment. To remedyv this situntion, it will be neces-
sary for The peaple of Quebec to rouse ils govern-
ment out of the lethargy that has peemitied the
exis{ence of a human staughter house up oun the
hill al East Broughton.

Burton LcDoux
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