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To mim Exxvor: The articis titled .
“Asbestos: Awiitiag Trial'™ (CW,
Sept. 10, p. 32) coatsins many inacs °
curacics. which have led 0 erroneous

assumptions aad fals conclusions.

Briclly, the {acts are theses -
(1) Asbestos is s uniquely useful

product sarving the nceds of modera . .’
cisty, and it is not lkely .
) tobsnphcadbymﬂy{uﬂh

man and socisty,

syathetic polymert, or saything eiss, .
in the foresccabis future,

(2) No published reporu, svea the
most speculative, suppect the gencrle
ized statements in your articie regarde

ing Bealth affects of possibls exposurs °

10 asbestos.

(3) Thers is aa basis for the sugges "’

ticn that Coagress “may aot™ rsgarde

ing asbestos use, for 5o suck proposals -
ars being considered by Congrass. We -

are informad that the comgresarmas

quoted as predicting action disclaima -

Asbestos Safety Reaffirmed

foreseeable fururs to compielely ree

" placs asbostos in the many spplications

» for which it is now used. Asy syne

thetics would have to prove superior

to natural asb and be icabe
ly compeutive.

A3 10 hesith aspects, in Juoe of this .’
Genarel ap>

year the US. Surgoon
peared before the Scnate Publie Woris
Subcommittes oa Air and Water Pols
+ lution, with Scristor Edmund Muskie
* of Maios as chairman, (0 discuss vare
lous probicras reiating 1o aw-poliution
sbatement. Surgeon Ceneral William

Stawart enumerated a aumber of subs |

stances ia common use, including

piastics and asbestes, shout which he

saii: “The public heskh hazards that
may arise {rom thets aspects of sne
viroamental contamination have not
beca adequateiy dacumcnied. [a ssch
‘instancs (urther investigation is aseded

to determine whather health is indesd

any knowledge of health evid
relatiag to asb
to control it use.

{4) No evidencs cxiax to show that’
asbestes poscs health risks for the geos .
eral public or 10 show that svea 1%
of Amesicans have “mild chronis -
asbestosis,” much less the 40% fAgure
you give in your article.

(S) Regarding your lit of “sources
of 3irborns asbestos,” thors are 10

data 10 suppoft the cantention ia your

article that the “man cn the strent” is
czposed t0 ashestos from these sources,

or indood that thes sourses conuribute |

asbestos t0 the wmbient aif.

(6) We know of no data 10 suppost

your cloim of a sixiold increase ia 30
callod “asbestosrelated cancer.”

As you doubtiess roalizs, the peoper
conduct of our busincss roquires us 10
kesp abreast of scicatific deveioprents
regarding asbestos, bota medical and .
echaical. [s is our opinioa that syn»
thetic polymars are noc liksly in ths

CW walcomes cxpeessicos of
opision from readers. The only
reyuirements: that they be pers-
ununt, as brief 33 possibla, .

Address  sll corrmpoadesce
to: H. & B. Johnsoa, Chemical
Wezk, 330 West 42ad St, New
York, N.Y, 10036 :

° thr d and whet control messures -
o¢ of proposals !

' may be nccesary.”

In thess days whon all substamces

.l our air and water and sven the
» food we sat ars constantly uoder -
'mt.iay.uwmdrtﬂ'ealcnlhnpd’-

"+ liy the fact that asbestos is emong the *

subjects of inventigation is not surpris-

ing. In fact, we have always supported

and will continue to support investiges

tions by the U.3. Public Health Service
and oth-r resgarch scientists.

Rocar Hacxney

Viee-President

Johas-Maavills Corp.

New York

.

L To Tus Encron: Ia reference to
anicle, “Asbestos: Awsiting
ul"' (Sepe. 10, p. 32), wa know
o( n0 scientifie evidencs supporting
the stasement that “40% of all Amer-
*. lcans have mild, chronie cazes of
asbestosis.”
Evca in the asbessos industry, where
. more is knows about exposurs icvels
ihas among the genennl populstics,
there {8 (mpreciss kaowledgs about
the health effects of exposure w -
bastos.
With the cooperation of laber and
" 'industry, the Division of Occupationsl
* Health has under way @ long-range,
in<depth study 10 anawer this question,
as wall a3 to develop botwer critsria

- (o the safs handling sad maaunisciure
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. of asbasios. [n the meantime, however, .
lhc divisioa will conunve to promoie -
the applisstion of kaown coamiroi,
methods #9 that the workpises) can,
be kept a3 healthy as pousibie, | ¢
. Mussar C. Broww, M.D.
' Chiel .
Division of Occupational Health
* Departmant of Heaith, Education - .
& Wallare .
Public Health Sarvies
Washingtoa, D.C. -

CW Ut pleased (o set the record -
sraight. Soma of thess Interviewed '
_apparenily draw unwerventsd concih
soar frem insufficiont and dubiens
datg 20, Sl
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