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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES N

ROBT. H. HARLIN. DIRECTOR N

OLYMPIA

May 19, 1942

Owens-Corning Fibersglas Corporation,
Toledo, Ohio,

Gentlenmen:

We will very much appreciate receiving any
information, pamphlets or references which you may have
concerning the frequency, treatment and prevention of
ccecupational disease or injury from the handling or use
of Tiberglas, vhen used for insulation purposes such as
in hot water tanks, refrizeraters, and so Iorth.

“hat has been your experience resgarding claims
for injury to nose, throat or lungs, from the breathing
of very fine particles of glass such as would occur in
handling the insulating materials during repair?

are the small glass particles changed in any
way after they have been heated, that is after having
served 2s an insulating material for some time?

e vill o ait with interest any data you
supply us i-ith.

Very tr/‘tﬂ.y yours, s

y?‘@rww‘m 7
W .
& LU A ,

SATZTY ZEGINZER

01 5061 1082



e unN. Themas

L A Rus{ai
A. E. Kivca/d

Juns 4, 1942

r. Jerman luft, Cafety Lagineer
Cepartment of lator and Industries
{lympia, "ashington

Cear v, Luft:

ifter an extended absence from the city I find on my returia your letter of
say 13, and I regret that our reply is thus unaveoidably delaysed.

e are glad to respond to your inguiry about health and handling characteristics
of Fiberglas materials. iAlthough Fiderglas is a baeio material that has beem in
use for more than 10 years, it is right and proper that anyons unramiliar with

it should asgk questicns of the kind that you have set forth, and you are entitled
to all the pertineat data. ['or that resson this letter must be long.

e enclose a reprint of an article entitled "Tidarglas iLealth agard Investiga=-
tion" which appeared in the January 1542 issue of IUTUSTRIAL [EDICITE. The
author is Lr. ‘alter J, Sletert of St. louis. As indicated in the opening .
faragraphs, ‘r. Ciebert wrote the artisle to summarize an investication made by
ir during June 1941 for St. louis Local I'es 1 of the 2sbestos iorkers Union.
Ire. liebert is pathologist and direetor of latoratories in five hospitzls in the
Ct. Louis area. Formerly he was assistant professor of pathology in the ‘chool
of Yedicine in Vashington University. This article was sbstracted in the
Tebruary 1542 issue of ITTUSTKIAL IYCITHE TIGELT. 1. reprint of the abstract is
enclosed.

mone the points cowvered in Lr. iebert's revort of his irvesti ation are the
following:

Since 1934, mamufacture of Fitergles thermal and acoustical insuiation has been
centered in Iewark, Uhio, where hundreds of employees have been continuously
sxposed to the material in all stages of mapufacturing, fabricatine, and packaging
cpsrations. im the basis of this expsrience covering millions of man hours of
sxposure, we have prepsared

“xhitit A == Mbergias Standards 74.2.1 entitled "Zow {‘orimen randle Flber=-
clas Thermal Insulating .aterials.” In edcéition, .lberglas
insulation has teen aupplied in large volume to doscns of
equiprent manufecturers in Chioc like i estinchouse in imnsfield,
Frigidaire in Layton, .;ewark Stove Company in Nevark, as well
as to scores of other manurfmeturers throughout the country.
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Tissasss of the upper respiratory traet as well umdmnofthictnouud
by inbalatien of any injuricus dust are recognized a8 compmmsable disseses in
Ohio, and Mﬂuotmumtdw-ﬂuof exposure te Plberglas in Yhie,

we are sure you will attach signifiosnes te

vxhibit B -- Phetostatic oopy of letter dated June 17, 1941, from Mre Jo e
Shaw, Clains Referve of The Industrial Copmigsion of Chie te
Dr. ¥alter J. Siebert. For ywmr informtion, this letter 1o
vxhibit Bo. 3 4n Dre Siedert’s report. MNre Shay's letter aon-
tains the following statement:

'...nmwmsom:m“tutmmotm
upper respiratory Ltyect cemsed by the alleged inhalatism

of Fibergiass perticles.”

One phase of Dr. Stebert's investigation was to inquire of oye, sar, 2089, and
throat specialists ia Newark, Ohic, whether they notice any unuvsuel inocidenss

employed elsewhere. ( taly 25 per cent of the wage arners iz Newsrk
are Fiberglas employees. Replies arv as follows

Ixhibit C =~ Photostatio copy of letter dated Jume 17, 1841, froe Dr. Clark
B. Hateh to Dre Siebert, contsining this statement:

"Ny practice otvers & cross sestion of all parts of
mm:mmt‘dtwﬁ,fiwu
standpoint, thers was any larger pereentage with ree~
piratory infestions emong the enployses of the abeve
nentioned [Dwens-Corning Fiderglad] corporstica than
frem amy other walx of 1ife.”

(This letber 1o Fxhibit Xo. 44 in the Slebert Report.)

<ghibtit D «~= FPhotostatic oopy of lstitar dated June 17, 1541, from Drs Jekm
£. Esndricks to Dre Siebert, containing the following state
nents:

"mring these three years I have treetsd my shars of
Owens=Corning emplayess, I can safely suy that I have
neticed no unusual preponderance of hesd or throat
jnfeetions among thess people as coupared to my other
patients who are not employed there.”

(This letter is ExhiMt Fo. 45 in the Siebert Report.)

%e believe you will be interested to know that Aetma Insurance Company underwrites
verious foras of group 6OvVersge extended to all Fibergliss eaployees. Thls pro-
teotion is desaribed in ’

2ghibit B ~= Aetns Group Insuraneé booklet covering life, disability, siek-
ness, and hopitalizaticn bensfits available to Fiterglas

exployess. A1l suployess are 8o covereod.
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Concerning setoa's experience with the Fibergias group, (now numbering nearly
3,000 employoes), we respectfully direot your attemtion to

Txhibit F - Fhotostatic covy of letter dated Jume 11, iC41, from ifr. voha
%o T111, Toledo General Agent of Aetua Lifs Insursnee Company,
to Hr. _dward C. /mes of Owens=torning ‘iberglas Corporation,
containing these statementass

"the heslth of your employees has besen better tham average.
This is svidenoed by the fact that we now have in effset

a 35% reduetion in rate on both the Siekness and lospitali-
zation insurance carried by your employses. This is the
result of neerly four full years exposure, end develops &
rate lower than any similar industry that we have insured.
In addition we have ilospitalisation coverage which is
ceveloping a loss “atio, after over three years experience,
fay lower than slmost any of the 20C industries we have
insured in Chio.

"As 8 further evidense, our (asualty Company carries, what
is known as, .roducts Liabtility at an extremely low rate,
and no ¢lsin has ever been presented, indioating, of course,
that there is no hasard in the use of fiberglas or eany of
its produets.

11though your compensation insurance is carried with the
State, cur Compsny does have the coverage on your new
plant in Ashton, ‘hode Island, and is writing this at s
rate of approximately forty cents a hundred, which will
indicate how safe we regard the risk to be - not only
from an sceident view point, tut from an ooccupatioml
angard view point. In other words, from our own experimmece
we do not reel that thers is any different hasard then
from any normal ranufacturing cperatich, and we feel the
nasard is much less thar in the mamuracture of Zockweol,
Clagwool, /sbtestos or any of the so-called E5% magnesis
pro@uct‘.

ietna's appraisal of the lung hasards and the ocorrespondinz urderwriting risk
involved. ~- aa compared with other materials used in the insulating trades —-
ig further detailed in

“xhiBit ¢ —— ‘ultilithed copy of letter dated June 21, 1541, to ir. dill
2rom ire salter S, Faine, “ansger of the ‘agineering and
Inapection epartment of the ietna Casuwalty and Curety Company,
containing this statement:

"t believe that most articles covering occupationsl disease
exposure definitely warn of the hagards of asbestosis growe
ing cut of the use of asbestos. F“slative to the use of
fiterglas, rock wool or slag weel, I nave discussed this
satter very thorouzhly with our ‘edical Tevertment insofar
ag 1t applies to the installation of glass wool and its
relation to silicosis, and I Xmow of no tetter snswer to
zive you than their direst statements
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'We may definitely state that this is not cossidle,
based upon the established faet that silicates of
ahich glass wool is composed will not preduce sili~
cosis or a siniler eondition.'"

Additional evidense that you may wish to econsider is

“2hibit H -- hotostatic oopy of s letter dated Cotober 3, 1941, to ilr. Jeine
from ir. J» Lowey Dorsett, _anager, Casuelty Cepartment, issocia-
tion of Casualty and Surety Exsoutives, and attached list of
zember cempaniest

"In answer tc your inquiry as to whether we have received
any reports from eur Member Companies of olaims alleging
the contreaetion of eilicosis or similer lung disesse from
Fiberglas or giass wool as distinguished from mirerel woel,
4 searoch of our resords indicates that no sueh claim has
been renorted.”

ypiocal of letters in cur files from mamufasturers using Fiberglas insulstion is

~“xhibit I == Photostatic oopy of letter dated Lay 19, 1941, from ir. W. R.
Taker, Torks lanager of The Moore Corporation (runge ranu=
Paeturers), Joliet, Illinois, to A. C. Brauer Supply Compamy
(Fiberglas marketer), t. Louis. lir. .occre's letitsr ocontains
this siatement:

"Je have used this material Fiberglas insulation now for
spproximately a year and believe it te be every bit as
efficient as the various makes of rock wool and slag wool
on the market today. TCesides this, we think it has one
great advantege of teing & much cleaner insulation than
the average run that you find, as it is almost entirely
free of any kind of siuot material and is practically
Justless. “his is to our advantage, as wo hLave had scwe
materials in our plant that mede it nsoessary for our men
to wear resvirators while handling it. This material,
however, is cloan enough for us to eliminate the use of
respirators in our preseat set-up.”

“or many years Fiberglas insulation has been used in ludd Streamlined trains. If
interest in this ocmuneetion is

tshibit J = Fhotostatio copy of cover page aund pages 1 and § of "Sefe Frectice
7tlletin Noe 2" in the Uscupational Tisease rrevemtion Series
rublisaed in 1989 by the Pemnsylvania Lepartment of labor and
Industry. Ihe suthor is ir. i. i. iellvain, .ledlcal Tireetor
and Persemnel Manager ¢of Cdward G. hudd fanufecturing Company.
“atitled "Insulation in Ltream-iined Traina™ the fulletin ine
cludes this statement oa page 63

“Fiberglaz provides the qualities goumerslly sousht as an
insulsation produet in stream-lined trains and in additien
a8 proven safe for handling purposes by our workmenm.®

Tibergzias yarne wade of textils ylass fibers are being used by memwvers of the
zedical professicn ror various humanitarian uses. “u1e 13 descrited, lcr cxample,
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~xhibit E == chotostatic covy of letter dated lay 12, 1041, %o Ve e T ’
{wens-corning riberglas Corporation, Ct. lLouis, {rom {r. Roy
™ilip cchols, te Louis eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist.

Fe are informed that an articls bty Lr. feholx desoribing the
uwse of Tiderglas yarne for surgiocal sutures will anctear in the
cune 1342 issue of TIZ ALIEICAN JCUREAL C¥ CUXGERY.

Tesides the use of Fiterglas yarns for surgical sutures, another exsmple of &
umanitarian.use of Fiterglas ia as a "tracer thread® in surgical sponges, dese
crited ty “dward F. lewison, ..D., in an article entitled "1 tafo lurgical Sponge”
on pages 13 of SUZGCPY, TYRZCOLLCY ARD OESTETTICS, Zovember, 1938, and discussed
farther in snother article by Lr. Lewison entitled "Tayable Cauze se a Factor of
lafety in Surtisal Cperations™ on pages 39+40 of the Januery 1842 issue of the
SULLETIY GF TOF AMERICAN CCLLITCZ OF SURGTONS and in an srticle entitled "Padios
.pagué Thread — a Cuide to the 'Lost'! Cpemge™ ty Lr. Lewison in the .pril 1342
igsue of I'ODEERR HNOSI1TAL,

Tz additicn, tape woven of Fitergles continuous filament is teing supplied under
oy specifications for use in medical field lite to filter tlcod rlazma during
transfusicos uade to redwoe sihocke “his use i3 descrited in a current advertise~
zent (reprint enclosed), which was approved ly irmy .sdical officers tefore reledss.
*t is alsc deserited in the iay 1242 issue of STRGICLL CCSIZESS. e telieve it is
significent that Fiterglas yarns are used ty the medical profession in comeetion
with these applications and that they indicate there is nothing toxio in the
zaterial.

“he evidence cited atove rests on our experience in the menufacture and zarketing
of Fiderglas: Turation =nc extent of exposure sufficient to warrant generalize-
+jons, no valicated claine for occupatiocnal clseese atiritutatle to Fiterglas as
:ifferentiated from other materials, favorsdle customer reaction, ‘avorable reports
irom insursnce undersriters, use of -lase fider products in surzery. e belleve
-ou will agree, however, that in amy sciontific discussion of the sugjeot, this
anpirical evidence is sirnificant, especially whem it is supported by scientifio
ata. “or oxsuple

“xhitit ¥ == innusl Sefort of The Saeranac Latoratory for the Study of fuber-
o0l08is of the ~dward L. .rudeau roupaatiom Tof the Jear 1540,
sontaining vae foliowing statement Ly :r. .:roy :. .ardoert

"The apparent lack of pulzonary damasge from exposure to
;lase wool dust is teingz demonstrated by an innalation
oxperiment. Ior over a year anizals have now Leen exposed
to as high a concentration of this materisl as could be
maintaiped, with no serious offect upon their lungs. The
duat has teen produesd bty treaking into snort lemgths the
finest textile glass that is cade but none of the fibres
that are flosting in the eir can ie found in the lungs of
exposed animals. Their temdency, unlike that of asbestos,
to form feli~like masses upon any objeot with which they
coms in contact protably prevents taeir inhaiation. -lignt
smourts of chromies (nflamation, similar to those otserved
‘#ith other harmless custs, ..ave resulted from accumulated
particulate debris. Thess very fins, non~ribtrous particles
are the byeproduct of the violent beatinz used to Lreak up
the material."”

01 501 1080



o

*xhibit ¥ =~ Reprint of "Researches of iellon Institute 1940-1941" in ¥EWE
SLITION, AMERICAY CERMICAL SCCIETY, April 10, 1941, whieh oone-
tains the following refersnce te Ur. Gerdnsr's work:

"o Te Cardner, direotor, The Saranse lLaboratery, has
reported on the researches whick the foundstion supperts
at his institution, saying in partie..'Ve have teen
studying the effest of inhaled glass woole. Apperently
even the finest textile glass sst up as en atmospherie
dust is not imhaled im appreciatle oguncentrations and ’
does not produee any dangerous effecta upcn the lunge”

You may wish to have for considerstion also the summary of evidence and findings
based thereon whish oconstitate

fxhiblt § =~ imltilithed copy of Iscapitulation and Conclusions (pages 35-59)
of the "Flberglas Health Iazard Investigation" bty Lr. Siebert,
which is reflerred te above.

e enclose also

Txhibit @ «» Brochmre entitled "Zealth Aspeots of Piberglas Materials” which
sunnarizes many of the exhitits referred to abowe.

We appreciate your inquiry and hope that these data will supply the answers te
your questions.

Yours reapestfully,

ONENS-CORNING FIELRGLAS CCRFOTATION

Assistant to the rresident

Tdward C. imes
tw
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