 June 10,A1938~

Dr,. Ja G‘ Mabta L
Savannah, Georg&a‘ N

Dear octor thtss fo -

R A e - The alleged case of lsad
nnfsening referr@ﬁ to in your lebtter of June 3rd, is
a matter of considerable- interest- to mes - I have had
my attention called to 1¢ not only +hrough your letter
but. through informstion obtained by a representative
of the Ethyl Gasoline Corpcration. I sm glad to give
you all the information I can a3 to the significance of
the exposure to lesd invelved in the work engared in by
the clalmant, and I am ulso sending you soms published
articles on Lhe subject in which the results: af investle
gation& heve been reported in support of my s tatements.
However I feel that it will be nseessary for me &to do
somewhat more than to convey this informaticn to you,
During the past fourteéen or fifteen yvears, I have made
it a point to investigate as fthoroughly as pGS»lD]O, ali
cases of alleged lead polsoning or injury of any lind
assoclated with the handling of gasol*ne containing
tatr&eﬁhyl lead, in order that I might be informed ag
to all the resulhs which might be expected, and als
that I might be enabled to report to the United utntes
Public Health ~ervice of the observetions made. No
doubt you reslize that it was suspected at one time that
perisons engaged in handling‘leaded gascline might absorb
sig 1ficant quantities of lead in ths course of their
work, and migh theraby develap Iead polsoninge. The
1nV®stigativn' £ this. lgbor&tery, of the United States
Puhliﬁ Health: Service, and of the British Hinistry of
1th failedacomplately to0' show ‘any evidence of demger
she

J

cen@aining the eqmmarciai guantities of tetrasthyl lead.
(Incidentelly the maximal ccnos
im gasoline 1s 1. part in 1260 parts of gasoline, vhereas
in mwnupramtum leaded gasolin

'rasult of contact with gesolline.
scnecentration of tetrasthyl lead

the concentraticn is rarely

in excess of a third or a fourth of thls amount,) Moreover

during the entire-periocd fn.shich we have bgen studying

this problef and.in which we have been investigating

eamglaints of e varfety of types, we have falled to find
rqy*gle case of lead: gbiaauing, nor have we been able

nd eny evidgriee that persons with the most severe
zposure have actnallyﬂ gorbed lead as a consequence of

such expoaure¢ lﬁ A€, h“rafore, ny very ﬁefinite opinion




end san not occur as
'rhalabicn efﬂgasaiinsv;

s Letrae ”babm:;of éing -
absorbed ﬁhrcwgh«uhe skin éha applisd in- eoncentrated
form,. or. in hig onee tratiena &n.gaselina. Cn the other

Thz 9laim of this naﬁ, therefcre,
‘ On' the '‘other hand it seems: quite.
elear,.,f?m tha information. hieh has boen sent: to me, that
he has some type of neurclogic lesion which ‘might be due to
leady bub which elso might be e to ar';nio or other. toxlc o
materigls as well as. to.an'dn 8. process. 1t would :

40 mep. therefore, that the step in the dstermina o
tion of 'theé facts in. thls ces woul“be to have a thorough
physicel xemination with such 1 retory procedurss as are

: so as 0 be sble te meke a differsntisl Aiamgnosis,
I am somewhat hesitant about ve ing into these cases when
a suit 1s involved, sivnce whatever one may 4o mey mate:ially
influence the point of view of the claimant, and may prejudlice
the case in some weasure.. On the pbther hand it is very
desidedly my duty to make some 1nvestigation of thils case
and 1 should appreciate 1t very.much 17 you would give me your
adviece-as to how and vhen this man mighb be seen and exsmined,.
Prankly I am much mors concerned with the facts as to his
1llness than I will be in the 'outcome of a suit, but if it
should develop bthat 1t is pesaible to make a diagﬁesis in
this ¢ase which excludes lead polisoning, I should ve quite

11ling to present our findings in the matter as an expert

wiﬁness‘. Moreover I should be quite wllling to give such
assistance as I casn in discussing dha cage with the atitorneys
tovolved, and in preparing. the csee for a hearing. Unfor=
tunaualy I 'am scheduled :to gn abroud and em salling on the
22nd of “June. . Therefore. anyﬁhing wnich I am to do in this
matber: will have to .be done: prompﬁiyi* Therefnre I should
eppreciate your: prompt ‘reply and syour asdvice,after consule
tation with the attnraeysafarmth defendant,as to how I may
procesd o Iinvestigate thlsy Incidentally any detalled s
information which you are abl Wannd te ne would be‘grﬁatly ‘
&ppreeiateﬁ, e . _ _

‘8incerely yours,

Robert A. Ketoe, D, |

P.S.If for any reason ycu@feel thatmy preeence ta 1nveatigate

thig. csse at once.is urgently: required, I would appreciate

1t 1f you would telephone me: at my expense on raceipb of
this. letter,. Ey telaphone number i¢ vniversity 26 . RAK,

R&K:is

\-ﬂ




