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Pape 2 =~ fusiceant Svaxcetary of Loboer, ODUA

Since the DA Viear RIeSH has learned of ~ot Yeost five additiongl
cases of sarcana of the liver. Teo of LHQLC caset vere diagnoned
in the current worhing poepulation ot the saoe Louwisville facility,
vhile the other three involved devcensed wovhers, ene each from the
Lounisville {aciiity, Uniun Cardbide's Spurh Charlestown plant, and

Goodyear's Iagsra plant.

ing,

QT el

Although winyl obloride twnt be considered as 2 carcinepenic agent,

the demoediate problen appeared 1o be concomtrated in pelymerization

facilitics, Consaguenlly, the attached WIDSH recomsonded standard

only applics to sush operatiens.  This do not 1o soy, houvrver, that

appropricte stondards should net be developzd for oiher exposurcs

to the basic chomical, NICEH is dmplementing fvrther evaluvation )
of the data, coupled with fickd ohservaticns, to debermine CXRDOSUXS

potentials dn pra~.and post-polynerizaticn oporotions,  You will

be inicrred as further data and plans are developed,

. As previcusly dndicated, 0SH ceonsicders this to be a most serious
problen and stronnly vibes tant enpedited yvlensling be implemented
by QFILA to insure that the health of exposed workors is pronptly
end sdeguately safepuarded,

We fecd that, cowcoot vhers enplovers exverience prohlems in obtaining

T supplied resvirators or envivonmental wmonitoring cguipment, the
sttached reeemmencutions can be doplemonred as soon as a stoandard
is promelgated.  The medical surveillonce veguirenents which will be
Supplicd in one o e Weeks could also be implerented immcdiately
with the peoseibilicy that somz ermplovers woulid veed o shori perieod of
time Jor thoir saeaicol etalf or consultants to uwsie arrangements for
any snecial leboratovy tests., ' )

You should be awvare theat thue consultants fronm i“uuwtry vao worked with
us proposed that the wecomrended standerd centaia the concept of an
allowable “working level" {ox vinyl chloride gas in the atmosphere,
which they sdentificd as & time weighted sverage of 30 ppn.  They
recomrended that where worikers were oxposed to concentratlions in
exeens of this level they should wear air-supplied ¥espirstors.

This comcept of an allowable “working level® wight scem justifiable

in that Yrofesser M¥alteni fovnd ne liver tuwmors at 50 ppn, but there

o tho pngcybility that tumers rirght have been produced if a lavgow
cencentration., Dased on

ssumber of anipals ks
theorelicnl coneideyr

3¢ been CL?OuCﬂ

aLions,

there

ﬂL tk&z‘:
is probe

1Y 1o thrnthol”

foxr

caveinoaenesis sithough it 45 possible thab with veyy 1 QOWCOHt
the Iareoncy period oight be extended beyoend the 1ife cxwoctn“cy. in

fe

vicw of thegse conziderations and our inability to deseribe 2 sa
exponure level us requirved dn sectieon 20(a)(3) of "the Cceupational
T Safety anu Vraith fct, we yojueecd the concept of 2 fhreshold Jimit

coloride gas. in the atmospherve. : .

for vinyl
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g 4n the atrochod dosunent

Censequontly, our rocemaendaticns as containg

sre nuch that where any empleyee is wepesed to prasurable concentritlons

cf vinyl chloride, 2s dotoroined by the recormanded sawpling and annlytdcal
method, he sheil weor on oair supplied vespiycter. This recommendaricon 1w

braed b seme poolisinary informaticn that the standsrd chemical carvtyicse

xc:pzrﬂcnrs ari ineificient in wrut)c:ing ageinst vinyl chloride. WIS

Lo drrlencnting a study to evaluate o hc depree of preosceotion atforded by

ngzzzrﬂnh types of Tespivotors veoirg vinyl chloride as the rest gas. &8

inforzatiog becomes availsble, it 52311 be Forwarded to OSHA as rocom-
meondations for alternative respivaror uscge. The eaployer dis also yeguiraed

to develep a Contrel Dlen to roduce airborne concontraticons of vinyl

chloride Co levels not desectable by the yoecommended nethod,

A% you will note iIn veoviewing the vecommended stondevd, there avte

ceferences to the “sr:DTMwﬁ and ¢ 1flv icn) methed recorzended by the
Director.” This method, in the forn of & conpliznce saz ?71ﬁ” cata cheer,
wild be fovusyds St oro SL} V‘thAﬁ 2 weelk, We now estinate that the level

of senciiiviity ' our yvecomzended method will bhe zroend one park per -
miliion, speoifically for vinyl ebloride.

The 0ffice of Restavch zud Standards Developmonty which is directed by

Hr. Vernen E, Rose, has had lead respounsibility din de “Plopﬁﬁg this
Crecomended standard.  As your professicnal stalf reviow and evaluate

cur dosuwment, gucscions or regquests for addiriocnal iniormation should

ba dircered to Mr. Rose .

K.

- ‘Hareus H. Key,}hﬁfiy
-Assistent Surgeon Gemerzl

Atrochment
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