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Jeremy Wates 
Secretary General 

Introduction 
The Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the EU 
will hopefully see Europe fully emerge from the 
Corona crisis with a strong sense of solidarity and 
building back better. Slovenia will inherit very 
significant legislative and policy responsibilities for 
its leadership, building on the current and earlier 
Portuguese and German Presidencies in the DE-PT-
SI Trio from July 2020 to December 2021.  

Particularly high-profile climate and environmental 
dossiers include the Fit for 55 Package which 
reforms a dozen policy files and the Zero Pollution 
Action Plan, that has water, air and soil at its heart, 
but is also part of a wider integrated approach and 
hence also a rich portfolio to manage under the 
Presidency. It will also have important responsibility 
in the area of circular economy where the Batteries 
Law revision and Waste Shipment Regulation will 
feature, in biodiversity-related policies given the 
Forest Strategy, the review of the EU's Pollinator 
Initiative, the Mobility Package, TEN-E Regulation, 
and the greening of the European Semester as well 
as the file on Sustainable Corporate Governance.  

The Slovenian Council Presidency will also lead the 
EU in a range of critically important international 
environmental and climate fora – the start of the 
international biodiversity meetings are currently 
planned in Kunming, China on 11-24 October 
focusing on the CBD COP 15, Cartagena Protocol 
COP-MOP 10, as well as the Nagoya Protocol COP-
MOP 4; the Climate COP: UNFCCC COP 26 in 
Glasgow on 9-20 November that will welcome back 
the USA;; MOP-7 of the Aarhus Convention on 18-21 
October in Geneva; and the Triple COP BRS: COP 15 
Basel, COP 10 Rotterdam and COP 10 Stockholm, 
over the period 26-30 July in Geneva, Switzerland.  

The Covid-19 crisis is a defining context for this 
Presidency Trio and while Covid-19 has slowed 
progress, it has not undermined the European 
Green Deal (EGD). The agreements reached during 
the Slovenian Council Presidency will help to ensure 

the legacy of the whole Presidency Trio. Each 
Presidency country has specific responsibilities and 
priorities in getting agreements across Member 
States. Each Presidency also has a strong role in 
leading by example to set the tone, pace and 
ambition of other countries.  

The EEB, building on consultation with its more than 
170 members, with its wider civil society 
partnerships and stakeholder discussions, has 
developed a series of specific ‘asks’ across 
environmental areas – our Dozen Demands for the 
Presidency Trio. From these we have extracted and 
further developed Ten Green Tests for the 
Slovenian Presidency, where the engagement, 
commitment and solidarity of this Presidency can 
make a lasting and fundamental difference. These 
were approved by the EEB Board which has 
representatives from more than 30 countries and 
several European networks.  

The Ten Green Tests include both the policy 
dossiers coming from the EGD, wider EU policy and 
legal frameworks, the international dimension, and 
examples of where Slovenia leading by example 
could be inspirational to other countries. The Ten 
Green Tests present civil society’s vision as to what 
would constitute a needed success by the Slovenian 
Presidency of the EU in the context of the challenges 
the planet and society face.  

We therefore propose the following Ten Green 
Tests and look forward to working with the 
Slovenian Presidency directly and via our members 
to support a successful Presidency that can take the 
EU several steps forward in the transition to living 
within the limits of our one planet. We recognise 
that the Council Presidency relies upon the 
cooperation of the entire Council and therefore also 
call upon all Member States to take the Ten Tests as 
benchmarks for their Council engagement to make 
the most of the upcoming six months.  



Ten Green Tests for the

Slovenian Presidency

1 Drive a just transition to a sustainable and resilient Europe

with the European Green Deal at its core

11 Embracethe Euapen ree Oa(EGD1a5. core Sovran Presidency
on5 oman Enon felon amonebo,Co amdideSotaprofes commbenat otnlSere anbesponn oy 1Eons

13 PromotetheGreeningof the EuropeanSemesterto fully integratetheEGD,TennaoSoTEe—
14 Puhloardhareomoliv 0 trateplybelyrei he ECDoe.rea bywiningoh he ree)oerHess andaung he utrarcoaout
15 Enonwompaencyandpubl prc iverobutfhGreen

Rentarh osancomotsentP
16 Enur tateStr hunrcs andFouae PatomisCompotewi to £65 rd Grech

7 Catalyse the green transition through tax reform and use of
the MFF and Recovery Package

21 Lesdthe Counlin egtaions nthe saltotes syToon Orta, Emin sinyer E79 nd CoonSrTm—————co—
22 Frama complancewiththe-do sigan har principe nthe useEurand ond enoieorgons devdopmtamdpotonhie SeinoiceToma, rnin depelybadiad mo aconOued
25 Lendoy sample iplemeningthe Eoin the Bue (VF)Pane areaGrand ntrlRecorond Reser

raeeo,
3 Address the climate emergency and promote sustainable

mobility
51 LeadCoun negotainso he Fir 5 aca, ensuring ighbison atop donibswih ty icine roo heFrnt
52 Demonstate 0 ambiinnd kadeship# COP2% backed byGemanprog i ref
53 promot susan moi for ima clean i andcizens oughrapesivCompandros ro ars EmopermFomor ewer FTFegomio, oe CortohiJaA bri
54 Leap capt ihe implementationof he ime Adoption eettonnotenaion
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| Reverse the dramatic loss of biodiversity and invest in the
resilience of our ecosystems
41 Continueto demonsirate EU leadership foan ambitious post 2020Global

Biodiversity Framework, backed up by progress at home:
42 Ensurethe Coundilnsistson a biodiversity focused EU Foret Strategy:
43 Stepup actionto tackle the diversof decine in polinators;
44 prepare theCound for the timelyadoption ofan ambitious nature

restoration lawin 2022:
45 Safeguardfreshwaterecosystemsandcleanwaterfor al
46 Promotethrivingmarine and coastal ecosystems.

5 Initiate a rapid transition towards sustainable food and
agriculture
51 Promote sustainablefood system thts aigned withthe Farm to Fork

and Bodiersy Strategies;
5:2. Insist on a robust frameworkforclimate action in the agrcuturesector in

the Counci negotiationson the revisionofthe Effort Sharing Regulation
(ESR) an Land Ue, LandUse Change andForestry (LULUCP) Regulation;

53 Lead by example through a cimate- and nature-riendlyCAPstrategic plan.
(© Promote the zero-pollution ambition - clean water and clean

air for all
1 Adopt Cound Conclusionson th Zero Pollution Action Planfo Water, Air

an Soll (Z0AP)that, ter li, gh the nee 0 tackle potionat
Source, implementthe polluter pays principe stabish financial
instruments to promote dean production and demand measuresto
address nise and light pollution:

62 Guide Member States tothe ambitious revision of theAmbientArQualty
Directives:

63 Work ith the European Commission to revise the stsof pollutants
affectingsurfaceandgroundwater

64 Reduceair potion at source, including rom agicukure anddomestic
heating, and promote bold action gaintairpollutionat the international
level through th revisionoftheGothenburgProtocol.

7 rive a circular economy and prevent waste
4 Finalise an ambitious Counil position onthe Batteries Law

revision, promling.nell the useof digital product passports for al
batteriesbydefault:targetsfor minimum recycled content and
performance requirements on durabity, disassembi, reusability and
carbon footprintofbatteries: secure increased collection and recycling
targets and phase out of disposable batterie: and explicit due dilgence
requirements for companies lacing batteries on the EU market:

2. Iiiate an ambitious Council postion fortherevisionofthe Waste
Shipment Regulation torestrict waste exports, reflec thewaste hierarchy
and respect Basel Convention amendments onplastic wast shipment.
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8 shit towards a zero pottution industry

81 LeaddiscussionsintheCound towardsanambitious reform of the
IndustrilEmissions Directive thatfly reflects the zero poluton imate
andciraiar economyambitions;

82 improve access and usabiltyof environmental information for the
purpose of complance promotion and benchmarking:

83 Protectwaterthrough stronger policy coherencetoaddress potion
atthe source:

84 Drive theindusrial uansformation through th interalsation of
damage costs,by holding polters accountable andb redirecting
public support schemes.

Q Supporta tosic-free environment and the ambitious
implementation of the Chemicals Strategy for
Sustainability
91 Ensure. igh levelofambition duringthe implementationofthe

ChemicalsStrategy for Sustainabiley:
92 Call for ambitious REACH and Classification, Labeling and Packaging

(CLP) Regulation revision processesparticularlywhen t comes ©
accelerating the risk assessment and managementof chemicals
securing igh evel of protection of populationsandthe
environment; maintainingth burdenofproofon the industry to
demonstratethatthir chemicalsaresafe: allocatingthe necessary
resources to compliance, including by making useofthe polluterpays
principle and non-financialincentivessucha ransparencyand
accountabily:

93 Promote EU leadership in strengtheningthe Minamata Convention on
Mercuryandadvance and strengthen the EU Mercury Regulation and
its implementation.

1.0) Promote solidarity. wellbeing, social and environmental
justice. and accountability
10.1 Ensurethatthe EUfully complies with theAarhus Conventionbythe

7th Meetingofthe Partie (oP.7, October) and demonstate the
Councits commitmentto wideacess to justiceat EU level:

102 Leadthe Councllnthefirstdiscussions towards an ambitious revised
Environmental Crimes Directive;

103 Promotewelbeingan soci justice across theEU by integrating
Socal concerns inthe BEAP in the Reformofthe European Semester,
andin EGO poles:

104 Promoteeffective and enforceable ruleson corporateaccountabity
50thatthose ents convibuting to human fights abuses and
environmental harm are held able:

105 Promote cv society spaceand meaningfl participation, including of
youth.
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1 Drive ajust transition to a d

sustainable and resilient Europe with

the European Green Deal at its core

Themuleenvironmentalise acing th Ein a ighytrconnectedwordneed beaddressedbothby
Spa thematic poles and tough horizontal poles0.5th Etapean een Gel(GD)he Sustamable
Deelopmant Gol (50) the 3 Ensonmént con Fogramime (BP) the Ewopéan Semester proces-
hichaestobe te td ta rad polis.

1.1 Embrace the European Green Deal as a core Slovenian Presidency priority

he European Green Deal (€GD) remain a major + Ensurethat the GD objectives area the
opportunity and priory to respond to. he hearsofall Covid 19iresponse
cranial reas of imate. breakdown entnts paarpoy meaerets
adverseoss and potion. ning ksfom regina at
Chacala thcient and urs pandemics. thse objectives:

+ EncowageaCounc debateona mechanism
Wethereforecalluponthe Sovenion Presidencyto: for the deeper integrationofethical

+ Embraceatransformative European iaretors.ma tobaston ai.
GreenDeal (£6)55 ore and sored edie commasos

ney osPetar,andcom anton, andsnoth’eecedinat
reong wbsantio progressaos £60 poe

residencyls se Toes belo for deals

1.2 Promote an 8 Environment Action Programme that monitors the EGD, SDGs

and wider sustainability progress with a commitment for high-level debate and

response by all EU institutions

The rogues on the 8° Environment Acton J—
Programme. (SEAR wil ake place during. the th cxisence ofsubsetacont eel.
Sovenan Counch residency. Dud on he nophase out all dee and rect os
Coc negating. anders (och. inde foesudsotUnion, national regional and
Sovral improvement ta the Commission's EAD lotlve by 2025 ttheatestan ter
ex and th Potaments postion beng lied direct andindrec erveonmenaly harmi

inthe plenary vote nj folowing he 14uneENV bseby2027ath test:
Commitee vethtsuengthened the BAPtet. + Ensure that he inl SEAP ent incudesa

) commimenbythe European Paramthe
We coupon te Pesencyter Council and the Commission to annually

+ Ensure tha thinl8EAP eths hen: exchangeviewsonthessessmentof
‘termpriorityobjectivethat, as 5000a5. progressandidentifyadditional legislative
Posiand y 2050th tet. poopie “ndneniegileive messures ana sctons
ewhepabounding whanprogressowards the achievement
sablewelbeng enarmy where heiartyuietvesorate te
wigva Gower pov
climate neutralityhasbeenachievedand Formoredetails,seetheEEB'sFeedback10theSEAP.Inacuaites havbenabo

.
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1.3 Promote the Greening of the European Semester to fully integrate the EGD, 
SDGs and fiscal reform with a view to strengthening resilience 

The European Semester is the key vehicle for EU 
recommendations on economic reform at Member 
State level and has integrated macroeconomic 
concerns linked to climate change, circular 
economy, the SDGs and now also the National 
Recovery and Resilience Plans. For 2021, there will 
be no formal country specific recommendations 
(CSRs) given the focus on NRRP implementation. 
The NRRPs, in principle, should have included 
economic reforms to help with building back better 
and implementing a green transition. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Promote discussions on the need for green 
tax reform, harmful subsidy reform and 
greater use of green public procurement as 
well as fines and fees for non-compliance to 
improve economic signals and respect the 
polluter pays principle;  

 Further integrate the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) to make them a 
core part of the Semester; 

 Demand that the costs of inaction on the 
climate crisis, biodiversity loss, ecosystem 
degradation and pollution impacts on health 
are assessed and integrated into economic 
policy considerations; 

 Bring the wellbeing economy into the 
Semester and explore policies for living 
within planetary boundaries and where 
economic activities put more into creating a 
healthier planet than they take away; 

 Monitor progress with the implementation of 
the NRRPs – both investments and reforms – 
and ensure sustainability promises are kept 
and zero tolerance for practices that break 
the Green Oath of Do no significant harm 
(see Test #3).

1.4 Push forward the reform of the EU's international trade policy to be fully 
aligned with the EGD's objectives, notably by withdrawing from the Energy 
Charter Treaty and by not ratifying the current Mercosur agreement

In February 2021, the Commission published its 
Communication on the EU’s Renewed Trade Policy. 
How the EU will reconcile its commitments under 
the EGD with its trade policy is still unknown, 
especially regarding several highly controversial 
agreements. For instance, the Energy Charter 
Treaty (ECT), an international investment 
agreement governing cross-border cooperation in 
the energy sector, is outdated and in stark 
contradiction with the climate ambitions of today 
and the EGD. Negotiations to modernise the ECT are 
underway, but these will not address the 
fundamental problems with the Treaty. The only 
viable long-term position that the EU can take, that 
is coherent with its other policies, is to withdraw 
entirely from the ECT.  

Moreover, the Mercosur agreement is highly 
problematic with little guarantees provided for the 
environment, in contrast to what the new trade 
policy allegedly seeks to provide. Lastly, the 12th 

Ministerial Conference of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) in December will be a key 
political opportunity for the EU to openly commit to 
a change in its approach to international trade that 

is coherent with tackling the climate crisis, achieving 
the SDGs and environmental protection. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Lead the Council to take a long-term 
progressive approach to the ECT by 
demanding the EU’s withdrawal from the 
ECT, so that the EU and the Member States 
have the freedom to regulate the energy 
sector in line with climate commitments and 
the EGD without the threat of retaliation from 
the industry; 

 Resist any attempt to split the Mercosur 
agreement to facilitate its ratification, and 
take strong and binding measures to ensure 
that the negative environmental, social and 
socio-economic effects of the trade 
agreement - such as alarming deforestation 
of the Amazon, resource depletion and 
human rights abuses - are halted; 

 Take a progressive stance at the WTO 12th 
Ministerial Conference to lead an effective 
reform of the global trading rules towards 
environmental protection, fulfilment of the 
SDGs and tackling the climate crisis. 
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1.5 Ensure transparency and public participation in the roll out of the Green 
Agenda for the Western Balkans and the Economic Investment Plan

The Green Agenda for the Western Balkans has the 
potential to drive the transition towards a 
sustainable, carbon-neutral economy oriented at 
planetary health and peoples’ wellbeing. The aim of 
the Agenda, which comes as part of a €9 billion 
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western 
Balkans, is to stimulate the economies in the 
Western Balkans while bringing the region up to 
standard with the EU’s environmental standards 

and climate objectives, reducing corruption and 
strengthening democracy.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure meaningful and structured 
participation of European and local civil 
society in the implementation of the Green 
Agenda for the Western Balkans and the 
Economic Investment Plan. 

1.6 Ensure that the ‘Better Regulation’ process contributes to the EGD

The Better Regulation Communication launched by 
the European Commission during the Portuguese 
Presidency explicitly developed the One-in-One-out 
principle, raising concerns that the ’better 
regulation’ agenda that focuses on burden 
reduction and simplification will undermine the 
objectives of the European Green Deal, including 
potentially the Green Oath to do no harm. The high-
level Fit-for-Future programme is assessing a set of 
environmental and other legislative files from the 
perspective of simplification and burden reduction. 
While the European Commission has underlined 

that the EGD and Green Oath will be respected, 
there are clear risks in the process. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that the EGD and the Green Oath 
are respected in the Fit-for-Future work 
(via the Fit for Future Platform) and that there 
is no legislative regression, oversimplification 
or business and administrative burden 
reduction to the detriment of health and the 
environment.



2 Catalyse the green transition <a

through tax reform and use of the

MFF and Recovery Package

2.1 Lead the Council in negotiations on the fiscal reform initiatives (Energy
Taxation Directive, EU Emissions Trading Scheme, and Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism)

In the upcoming for 55 Package, the European increased chimate ambitionby nroducing
Commisaonimso rendcarbon pringVo hr Coon contentforolaonin he £0
economic sectors besides hose Cored by the ndby remingthepossibiltyfo ember
Emisions Trading Scheme (E19,Wihati, the Sestoslow eempuonsand reduced rotes
Commiston’sfsai lolingito hexersion for cormtodsands
GhiaETS.a Carbon Border AdasenMechanism. + pcreforheabimaiomofal forme of
CAN ta aides imports in cern traded Subsidies to fossilfulby th andof2025produc and th revion of the Energy Tacaton tthe latest, ncnsubse reedtoDirective, strapreviousatemptode du ola Tomineeyorotationof Counc unanimiy 1 2014 Cutan anergy oraGaporwarnfo ncaration eavesroomto fos als subsides he oe roger basedomargasorm of ax. exemptions or reduced rates and Couple carbon captureandiraeMember Site arb prcg remains Sobor (CC technlogiees alo £8thragenStodergetmraresntseope pikmin
tis thereforecrucialthat the Fit for55Package fils # Sosusstia dia vainofihe tiation.
‘the current gapin the climateandenergypolicyand ‘Trading SchemaDiractivewil effectively
regulatory frameworkbyfully intemalising thecost increase emissioncutsby industryseta
of carbon and environmental externalities in all Paris.compatibleCOzprice of 100€/ton Cz,Fooda on removeeeallowances to ndusny and

ensureacombined and coherent approachhe Sovnianresidencyasakey responsibly ith nus Emsions rec (EO
push the green taxation agenda forward and to + Pushforallocating 100% ofETSrevenuesto.ake themoskof hs opportunites providedthe tutusFlor 5 pacha. reasllowances dos:

tap heSonereson + Entetho he Carbon BorderAdjustment
He pen Mechanism (CBAM) addresses the emissions.

+ uid an lfncefeminded Wambar bodied malor blr ode flows
States wilingtodie cel reforms including CO emissions embodedingoods
forwardfaytrraliss croomond andservices parted fo termediateand
oneraytoss ecaname cies: frau.regarissofthe gn:

+ Leadand facitatean ogreamant onthe + Oriethrevestmentof BAM revenues
revision oftheEnergy Toxstion Directive Tomiige soto
emakeit a key clement of the E's

5
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2.2 Promote compliance with the ‘do no significant harm’ principle in the use of 
EU Funds and ensure it is fully embedded in all Taxonomy Delegated Acts 

The ‘do no significant harm’ (DNSH) principle is at 
the core of the EU Taxonomy Regulation, seeking to 
ensure that progress towards one objective is not 
made at the expense of another. The application of 
this principle to EU Funds and the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility is crucial to ensure that 
investments carried out are not detrimental to 
environmental objectives.  

During the Slovenian Presidency, the European 
Commission will assess the National Recovery and 
Resilience Plans (NRRPs). It must ensure that the 
DNSH principle is fully respected. It will then be up 
to the Council to give its final approval on the 
individual national plans for all Member States.  

In the meantime, work will also continue on the 
‘second round’ of Delegated Acts of the EU 

Taxonomy Regulation. The work of the sector teams 
will continue with the aim of establishing the 
environmental sustainability criteria for each 
sector.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that the European Commission and 
the European Council guarantee that the 
DNSH principle is followed in the NRRPs of 
all Member States; 

 Lead the Council in its decision to approve 
the individual Member States’ plans based on 
the full respect of the DNSH principle; 

 Make sure that the work carried out by the 
sector teams of the EU Taxonomy Delegated 
Acts intrinsically embeds the DNSH principle 
and yields a truly robust Taxonomy. 

2.3 Lead by example in implementing the EGD in the EU Budget (MFF) 
Partnership Agreements (PAs) and in National Recovery and Resilience Plans 
(NRRPs) through targeted investments and transformative policy reform 

The unprecedented amount of money available in 
the Next Generation EU Recovery Plan (NGEU) is 
a unique opportunity to put Europe on the right 
path for a resilient economic and social recovery 
which ensures environmental sustainability across 
the board. The funds will have to be used to enable 
governments to put in place measures and fiscal 
reforms to achieve the European Green Deal 
objectives of a climate-neutral, zero pollution and 
circular economy.  

During its Presidency, Slovenia will have to lead by 
example by submitting and implementing a high-
quality, strong, and ambitious National Recovery 
and Resilience Plan (NRRP) and developing a 
Partnership Agreement that can inspire other 
Member States and be considered as a best 
practice.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that the European Commission and 
the European Council apply the highest 

standard when assessing the NRRPs and 
that the 37% climate and biodiversity 
spending target as well as the do no 
significant harm principle are fully respected, 
as well as the ‘non-regression’ principle;  

 Lead a debate in the Council on the need for 
ambitious Partnership Agreements that 
will make the most of EU funds in the next 
seven years to accelerate the green transition 
in those economies that are still lagging 
behind in the achievement of the EU’s 
environmental and climate goals; 

 Demand stronger provisions to ensure 
regular, structured and fair civil society 
participation in all decision-making 
processes on how public money is spent, 
including the implementation of NRRPs and 
Partnership Agreements. 

 Lead by example in its own NRRP and 
Partnership Agreement.  



3 Address the climate emergency <

and promote sustainable mobility

3.1 Lead Council negotiations on the Fit for 55 package, ensuring high ambition
across the dozen initiatives with Energy Efficiency First as the guiding principle to
enable a transition to a fully renewable energy future

The Fi for 55 pactage that the European + nur tha the EUs tego urther
Commisionis du toadapton 4)’akey poly Senge
mesons to mplemantthe European Geen Deal Teachatargetof slat S00of renewable
Comment 6 make Europe the frst cimte. ener shareby 2030 andwhony promate
eral continentby 050 whie aso ensuring he omersoso everatle
vevemant of 8 Tao potion: niches wd rer,shoninto analy
Crcur economy. The comprehensive poy and Ger, andanergy tak nok bended with
equity revevillFave0allow Evie to Hep fosfoiary for. Bue hydrogen
Ssttoconiuteonetaseut chances deve rom natural3so ymafkviap to global average tempera to hel + Maintain the foeSharing Rgulaton

1.5°Cassetby theParisAgreement.Regrettably, a frameworkto addressemissionsinnon-ETS.Sobmtgreenmouseas amisons reduction target Sacosandceasete ational bindingfor 2030 remains nuffin t do hat 3a args0align with the cite aminhortof theslast 65K reared by sence. ered sence
Ain stom odin etaSutras +Enare that th revision fhe missions
challenges we are facing is such that we cannot ‘Trading SchemeDirectivedelivers an EU-
afford to waste time and the next decade will be ‘widecoalphase-outby2030atthelatestand
criticaltoputusontheright path. TheClimateLaw ‘effectivelyincreasesemissioncutsby
now needs to be complemented with policy and industry,sets a Paris-compatibleCOzprice of

regulatory tools to increase ambition across all 100 €%ton CO. remaves freeallowancesto
economic sectors. The Slovenian Presidency will industrywhichhave caused ahighamountof
have to lead the negotiations on the Fit for 5 ‘windfall profitsandhave delayed industry
Package and must aim to increase climate and decarbonisation in thepastdecade,andRdetp9 suo 3 to 7 ensures a Combined andcohen prose
i twelve legit iththe Industrial Emissions Directive;

+ A note under Test 42,eurethat he
WethereforecallupontheSlovenianPresidencyto: CarbonBorderAdjustmentMechanism

JR ons mine coun (CoAareasthefprintand
‘Setthetoneof the negotiations intheCouncil emissions embodied in major bilateral trade.orreminding ht lei avdence yby remindingthat scientificevidence ows ndingCOsemissionsembodin
‘emissionsreductions and thattheFitfor55 goodsandservices importedfor

policymeasuresmustfactor in thisneedand. ihumaistsdnd frituns, pegardessof huaLihmAA org andhat he CoAM rt combined
Soemei amdOrshonin
+ Leaddiscussionsontheneedforadeep ticoon ; + Have thereviionfthe EvagyTeation
Directiveby pointingtothe urgencyof 0 acterSNTARA Fifer
king heenergy ficiency improvement Eman
arg binding at both £1 and maton lovl Eira
andbysexinganambition oreachat asta Sims aseiabist neways
5% tareby203. Further integrateand Ishak Em ismligneioslon
‘systematicallypromotethemainstreaming of social justice impaces;
reEmr Eines Ft pence

"
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 Promote tougher CO2 regulation on cars 
and vans and encourage commitments to 
stop fossil-fuelled transport. Strengthen new 
EU fleet-wide CO2 emission performance 
standards for new registered cars under 
Regulation 2019/631, - increasing the 2025 
reduction target to -25% (from 15%), setting a 
-40% reduction target for 2027, and 
strengthening the 2030 target to at least -65% 
(up from the current target of 37.5%);  

 Set an EU-wide phase-out date for the sale 
of new internal combustion engine (ICE) 
cars, no later than 2035; 

 Ensure that the Regulation on Trans-
European Networks for Energy 
Infrastructure (TEN-E) only supports Paris 
Agreement-compatible infrastructure. Only 
renewable hydrogen is aligned with the Paris 
Agreement, while the definition of low carbon 
gases is misleading and the blending of 
renewable gases with fossil gas must be 
excluded;  

 Promote binding climate-neutrality 
roadmaps for all economic sectors to avoid 
trade-offs between sectors.  

3.2 Demonstrate EU ambition and leadership at COP26, backed-up by 
demonstrable progress within the EU  

The COP26, planned to take place in Glasgow on 1-
12 November 2021, will mark an important step in 
the international negotiations on the climate crisis 
and is the first stocktake after the Paris Agreement 
(originally due in 2020 but postponed because of 
Covid-19) as State Parties are expected to put 
forward enhanced or updated Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). NDCs set out 
each Party’s efforts to reduce national emissions 
and adapt to the impacts of climate change.  

Countries’ current climate targets (NDCs) are 
inadequate and lead to dangerous warming of 
more than 3°C. The EU has committed to lead the 
global fight against climate change, yet its own 
contribution of a ‘net 55%’ greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction by 2030 is still not consistent 
with the Paris Agreement which would require a 
2030 target of 65% of emissions reduction. 
Moreover, the EU’s strategy does not address 
emissions embedded in imported goods, materials 
and services, thus leaving a loophole in its domestic 
climate policy and failing to address imbalances and 
carbon and environmental dumping at global level.  

The Slovenian Presidency will have a key role in 
making sure that the EU and its Member States 

‘walk the talk’ and truly demonstrate ambition in the 
global efforts to fight climate change.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that science-based policy making, 
historical responsibility, equity and 
environmental justice are at the core of the 
EU’s leadership ahead and during the 
negotiations of the COP26;  

 Push for the stepping up of global climate 
action as part of recovery plans across the 
different countries to align NDCs with the 
size and pace of emission cuts needed to 
keep global temperature rise below 1.5°C; 

 Promote a debate to address embedded 
emissions in the global trade of raw 
materials, resources and goods within the 
context of the COP26 negotiations; 

 Lead a discussion to drive a radical shift in 
global trade policies of the World Trade 
Organisation to factor in climate and 
environmental objectives; 

 Encourage a strengthened EU climate 
diplomacy in all relevant international fora. 

3.3 Promote sustainable mobility for climate, clean air and citizens through a 
progressive Council position on the revision of the TEN-T Regulation, the Rail 
Corridor Initiative, intelligent transport systems and post-Euro 6/VI emission 
standards 

Transport emissions are one of the major 
challenges to the EU’s decarbonisation 
commitment and wider ambitions for a clean and 
healthy environment The Sustainable Mobility 

Package now provides a major opportunity for 
progress. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 
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 Drive a radical change in the EU’s strategy to 
promote sustainable mobility by 
considering impacts on raw materials and 
resources, both in the EU and globally, 
further electrifying all forms of transport, 
massively promoting cycling, walking and 
public transport in cities and ultimately 
reducing the number of vehicles on the 
street;  

 Ensure Council debate and ambition on the 
revision of the Regulation on the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) to 
accelerate public transport links to facilitate 
alternatives to aviation and road transport, 
and support policies and investments in the 
expansion of cycling networks across 
Europe;  

 Support the EU 2021 Rail Corridor 
Initiative, including the revision of the Rail 

Freight Corridor Regulation and actions to 
boost passenger rail;  

 Develop Euro 7/VII emission standards for 
cars, vans, trucks and buses that prioritise 
improved air quality. Define a clear pathway 
to zero: Euro 7/VII must map out a clear 
pathway in 5-year intervals to ensure all 
new cars and vans emit zero pollution by 
2035 at the latest and all new heavy-duty 
vehicles by 2040. Tackle all harmful 
emissions, including ultrafine particles, and 
ensure real-world compliance over the 
whole vehicle lifetime. Scale up the EU’s 
ambitions on clean decarbonised 
shipping, in particular via both EU and 
International Maritime Organisation 
measures aimed at achieving deep cuts in 
emissions of ship-source black carbon, CO2 
and other climate pollutants in the next 5 
years. 

3.4 Lead by example in the implementation of the Climate Adaptation Strategy 
and on the use of carbon taxation 

The EU’s Climate Adaptation Strategy aims to 
enhance the EU’s and the world’s capacity to adapt 
to and minimise the already inevitable impacts of 
climate change. Key elements of the strategy are the 
development of nature-based solutions, climate 
resilient water management, actions to close 
knowledge gaps and the financing of climate 
adaptation.  
We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Lead by example in implementing 
ecosystem-based adaptation in line with 
the priorities of the EU Adaptation Strategy; 

 Lead by example by increasing the 
national carbon tax so that it has a more 
significant incentive impacts and make use 
of revenues for decarbonisation and 
progressive social measures to avoid fuel 
poverty and inequalities.
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 Demand that the planting of 3 billion trees 
focuses on urban, peri-urban and agricultural 
land while the focus in biodiverse forests 
should be on ‘proforestation’ and 
restoration;  

 Lead by example and promote closer–to-
nature forest management focused on the 
protection and restoration of biodiversity in 
Slovenia. 

4.3 Step up EU action to tackle the drivers of pollinators decline

European wild-insect pollinators have dramatically 
declined in occurrence and diversity across the EU 
with many species on the verge of extinction. The 
loss of wild pollinators is a serious cause for concern 
as around 80% of crop and wild-flowering plant 
species in the EU depend, at least in part, on animal 
pollination. Without pollinators, many plant species 
would decline and eventually disappear. Around 
€3.7 billion of the EU’s annual agricultural output is 
directly dependent on insect pollinators. The 
European Commission has committed to enhance 
the EU Pollinators Initiative. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Use the deliberations in the Agriculture 
Council on pollinators to strengthen the 
policy responses to better tackle the drivers 
of pollinator decline such as pesticide use or 
light pollution and ensure that pollinators are 
a priority in the CAP Strategic Plans across 
the EU. 

4.4 Prepare the Council for the timely adoption of an ambitious nature restoration 
law in 2022

By the end of the year, the European Commission is 
expected to propose a new Nature Restoration Law, 
setting legally binding restoration targets for 
ecosystems important for biodiversity and climate. 
This new law can be a real game-changer if the 
targets are set at the scientifically required level, the 
new obligations are additional to existing 
legislation, and the law contains clear milestones 
and deadlines and provides for appropriate means 
of implementation.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Prepare the Council for the timely adoption 
of a strong, adequate and ambitious 

Nature Restoration Law in 2022 through 
exchanges of views, debates and by getting 
Member States on the same page regarding 
what is needed to restore nature in the EU and 
to create synergies between climate 
mitigation, adaptation and biodiversity 
objectives;  

 Demand for 15% of the EU's land and sea to 
be restored to high quality nature as well as 
for 15% of EU rivers to be restored into free-
flowing state by 2030; 

 Call for the clear additionality of the new law 
to existing obligations under e.g. the Nature 
Directives or the Water Framework Directive. 

4.5 Safeguard freshwater ecosystems and clean water for all 

2021 is an important year for our rivers, lakes and 
groundwater as governments across the EU are 
consulting and finalising the 3rd River Basin 
Management Plans to finally meet the objectives of 
the Water Framework Directive (WFD) by 2027. 
However, according to an NGO assessment  only 
two out of the 13 river basins – both in Finland – 
might see rivers and lakes brought back to good 
health by 2027 based on the analysed draft plans. 
Most of the plans suffer from a lack of national 
budget allocated to sustainable water 

management, insufficient integration of water 
protection into other policies - in particular, energy, 
agriculture and infrastructure - and the misuse of 
exemptions from the WFD objectives. Slovenia is yet 
to publish its draft plans for consultation and 
indicated a shorter timespan for consultation than 
the legally required 6 months. 
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We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Use the Presidency term to move from being 
a laggard to a champion and adopt 
ambitious River Basin Management Plans 
that will bring all rivers, lakes and 
groundwater aquifers back to ecological 
health by 2027; 

 Improve transboundary cooperation and 
integration of the objectives to protect and 
enhance the health of freshwater ecosystems 
into other sectoral policies, notably on 
agriculture, energy, industry, chemicals and 
transport policies, to reduce pressures from 
those sectors;  

 Ensure a joined-up restoration and 
protection agenda in the implementation of 
the EU Biodiversity Strategy and the Water 
Framework and Floods Directives, integrating 
nature-based solutions and barrier removal 
to restore free-flowing rivers; 

 Discourage the construction of new 
hydropower dams given their negative 
biodiversity impacts, including in the six EU 
Eastern Partnership countries.  

4.6 Promote thriving marine and coastal ecosystems  

Our oceans are crucial to support life on Earth. We 
need marine and coastal ecosystems to be rich in 
fauna, flora and genetic biodiversity so that they can 
perform their natural functions and support life by, 
inter alia, acting as vital carbon sinks, regulating 
weather patterns and providing oxygen. Major long-
standing commitments to safeguard the oceans 
have not been implemented. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure the full integration of marine 
ecosystems in the follow-up to and 
implementation of the Biodiversity 
Strategy, especially on protected areas and 
on banning destructive human activities, in all 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs); 

 Lead the negotiations of a Council reaction 
to the Commission’s action plan to 
conserve fisheries resources and protect 
marine ecosystems that calls for systematic 
ecosystem impact assessments of all fishing 
activities, the elimination of bycatch of 
sensitive species, a reduction and ultimately 
ban of the most destructive fishing gear, in 
particular bottom-trawling, in MPAs, and the 
establishment of no-take zones in areas 
where vulnerable marine ecosystems are 
known or likely to occur. 

 Ensure that all Total Allowable Catches 
(TACs) set for 2022 follow scientific advice, 
meet the objectives of the Common Fisheries 
Policy and the ambition of the European 
Green Deal; 

 Drastically improve the control of fishing 
activities by securing a strong revised EU 
Fisheries Control Regulation in trilogue 
negotiations through, inter alia, mandatory 
remote electronic monitoring for all fleets 
and enhanced transparency of our seafood 
supply chains; 

 Push for the adoption of an ambitious 
Global Ocean Treaty to protect marine 
biodiversity in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction worldwide at the 4th session of 
the Intergovernmental Conference on 
Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction; 

 Establish a moratorium on deep seabed 
mining in EU territorial waters, stop financial 
support to deep seabed mining technology 
research and agree an EU position on 
stopping deep seabed mining for the 
negotiations at the International Seabed 
Authority. 
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5.3 Lead by example through a climate- and nature-friendly CAP strategic plan  

While the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) that was initiated in June 2018 has been 
concluded under the Portuguese Presidency, the 
Slovenian Presidency will play a key role in the 
implementing procedure to adopt delegated and 
implementing acts. Civil society and scientific 
experts have strongly criticised the outcome of this 
reform which largely maintains the status quo on 
how EU farm subsidies will be spent and resits the 
EU Green Deal. The ball is now in the court of 
Member States as they prepare their respective 
national CAP Strategic Plans. 

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Work closely with the European Commission 
and environment and climate ministers, also 
in consultation with civil society, to 
ambitiously implement the Farm to Fork 
Strategy in national CAP Strategic Plans; 

 Ensure a race to the top between Member 
States on environmental and climate 
ambitions of national CAP Strategic Plans 
rather than a race to the bottom; 

 Commit to high transparency by publishing 
meeting calendars and agendas before 
meetings, as well as conclusions of meetings, 
including in the implementing procedure to 
adopt delegated and implementing acts; 

 Lead by example by proposing an 
ambitious Slovenian CAP Strategic Plan 
aligned with the Farm to Fork Strategy and 
engage in constructive dialogue with 
environmental stakeholders in the 
preparatory process.
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We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Lead the positioning of Member States on the 
revision of the Ambient Air Quality 
Directives which must be ambitious, fully 
reflect the science and free of loopholes or 
flexibility mechanisms; 

 Publicly support and call on the European 
Commission to fully align EU air quality 
standards with the upcoming WHO Air 
Quality Guidelines.

6.3 Work with the European Commission to revise the lists of pollutants affecting 
surface and groundwater

The fitness check evaluation of the EU water policy 
highlighted that the Water Framework Directive and 
its daughter Directives on priority substances and 
groundwater as well as Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive are not sufficiently addressing 
a number of pollutants of emerging concern, such 
as pharmaceuticals, (micro)plastics and PFAS. As 
part of the Zero Pollution Action Plan, the European 
Commission is currently undertaking an impact 
assessment of revising the Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive, the Environmental Quality 
Standards Directive and the Groundwater Directive.

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Work with the European Commission and 
prepare the Council for the upcoming 
revisions of the legislation to better 
tackle water pollution including by 
substances of emerging concern such as 
pharmaceuticals, (micro)plastics and PFAS 
to ensure the adequate protection of 
freshwater ecosystems. 

6.4 Reduce air pollution at source, including from agriculture and domestic 
heating, and promote bold action against air pollution at the international level 
through the revision of the Gothenburg Protocol  

Agriculture and domestic heating remain two very 
relevant sources of air pollution needing attention 
and strong action. The role of source policies is key 
to determine a swift reduction in air pollution. The 
European Commission has recently launched two 
initiatives (Clean Air Tech Hub and an expert group 
for Member State representatives focusing on 
methane emissions from agriculture) which should 
contribute to increasing ambition towards reducing 
pollution from domestic heating and agriculture. 

In parallel, action is also needed to promote the 
definition of international instruments which will 
help Member States in their fight against air 
pollution which is transboundary by nature. 

We therefore call on the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Demand that the revised Renewable Energy 
Directive establishes additional 

sustainability criteria which also take the 
contribution of biomass burning to air 
pollution into account; 

 Promote meaningful initiatives to reduce 
methane and ammonia emissions from 
agriculture and air pollution from 
domestic heating, including through 
European Commission meetings on these 
subjects and in related expert groups; 

 Guide Member States in their work for the 
ongoing review of the Gothenburg Protocol 
to the UNECE Long-Range Transboundary 
Air Pollution Convention, ensuring that the 
need for a revised Protocol that includes 
reduction targets for methane, black carbon 
and mercury emissions, in addition to stricter 
reduction targets for pollutants that are 
already covered, is recognised as a priority. 
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 Implement the Basel amendments on 
plastic waste export also within the EU and 
address the legal loophole linked to the export 
for dismantling of vessels containing hazardous 
substances; 

 Ensure that the digitalization of the waste 
shipment system at EU and national level also 
contributes to increased transparency, publicity 
and enforcement of the transboundary 
movement of waste. 



8 Shift towards a zero-pollution i

industry

8.1 Lead discussions in the Council towards an ambitious reform of the Industrial
Emissions Directive that fully reflects the zero pollution, climate and circular

‘economy ambitions

The dust isosDirective(E0),the fst J ——Te of on dnatig pos pret seibe ontecicl fersSn conta corey wir even 1 needs retmanceinde a hve wd ppt he change n+ sndecal BAT orcurtain industriarenee poly nected no decade. The citesho eetdepwirormationmre mor famenork nid 950 div To taeof tseplnCoramandambospokyincoh atedand crborisor amton hresComplement egos on 35: war nd so Comtinad apron afmathenedand
‘quality, emissions, chemicals and liability. ‘commandandcontrol approaches, such as a

bs
WeterafusecoltpondheStamenlonFresiitncy to: 100gCO2eq/kWh,bindingenergy efficiency+Make theED forth rar yng Lowscoronaryand process

eensgs HGHdng on ochanosandsrenova£9
Hestonofhemica, pioig, ey ekprovioniniin teers
revantonove rect emotion, robin erroairs
vein repping andompronyand + Lendbyexample im anfrcngthesic
Senay aohaet pore angeofE0 BAT standards. 5. 1

+ RedesigntheBest Available Techniques ligriteunis(sostan; 5 and 6). andbysettinga
(ENconceptto povit hbsriel soca phaeou
raamen imcof an stl

8.2 Improve access and usability of environmental information for the purpose of

compliance promotion and benchmarking.

The PollanRlsandTart Beiter environmentalimpacswheaoenablingRTprokdode on lwesof polkas hom ima raion ad companyntl aloo soon she Emma 1s anonot
Coren in redness Hytr + WateThaEPATInutal elationCreamed with provements mad ough th Feta odin nfomotiononoscEU msl Erisions pl (60 even th eraoptedofp loiTeton of he ONECE PRIA rect ndwkd rtstants and slamsae mpd sitormert performance Tr REACH Corti oftoesofSeamanndcomplance promon vehoneRCoomen
Wethereforecllupon theSvein residency to ewanspieg 0
‘supportmovesto: ficial heCotati ane contraiand usorrieny © Might operators and suthridiswhe

‘accessibledatabaseonenvironmental ” ats hu ogi cor ee
performancebased onharmoniseddigital fore ionon the! positionontheE18

reportingobligations to enable transparency danEL
‘on compliance, industrybenchmarking and

»



 24 

8.3 Protect water through stronger policy coherence to address pollution at 
source 

The EU’s water bodies are in bad shape and the 
good chemical and ecological status seems out of 
reach. Under the Slovenian Presidency, we expect 
the Environmental Quality Standards (EQS) 
Directive, Groundwater Directive and Urban Waste 
Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) to be under 
review and Member States will have to detail 
actions within the 3rd phase of their River Basin 
Management Plans. These environmental issues 
need a coherent EU response.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Reinforce the link with water quality work 
through the upcoming review, the setting 
of water toxicity standards and upstream 
pollution prevention standards via Best 

Available Technique Reference Documents 
(BREFs);  

 Systematically address the water-energy-
mines nexus as a transboundary issue and 
stop abusive derogations (e.g. mining 
activities); 

 Update the list of relevant pollutants; 
 Ensure that the IED supports the 

implementation of the Water Framework 
Directive by eliminating emissions of priority 
hazardous substances, ending dilution of 
waste streams and avoiding loopholes 
through indirect discharge;  

 Demand mandatory reporting on effluent 
characterisation and BAT on water use 
intensities.  

8.4 Drive the industrial transformation through the internalisation of damage 
costs, by holding polluters accountable and by redirecting public support 
schemes 

Europe needs to phase-out coal by 2030, move 
away from gas by 2035 at the latest (see European 
Civil Society Gas Manifesto) and achieve a deeper 
decarbonisation of energy intensive industries. One 
of the reasons for why this is not happening at the 
desired pace is the failure to provide for proper 
external cost internalisation. Air pollution is 
currently for free, the carbon debt is not fully 
recovered through current EU ETS pricing and other 
environmental impacts such as water and resource 
use are not accounted for.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure cost recovery via the Water 
Framework Directive (water abstraction), 
carbon pricing reflecting real damage (e.g. 
central estimate of €283/tCO2eq), and cost 

calculations for premature deaths due to air 
pollution; 

 Initiate a review of the Environmental 
Liability Directive to remediate 
shortcomings on the definition of 
environmental damage and to extend liability 
to all effects of activities causing harm, 
irrespective of a permit defence; 

 Ensure that EU state aid rules (e.g. the 
Climate, Energy and Environmental Aid 
Guidelines) and the use of EU funds are 
conditional upon the delivery of the EGD 
objectives and promote deep industrial 
transformation in accordance with the 
Union's Treaty obligation to integrate 
environmental protection requirements into 
all its policies.
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A key priority is to ensure that countries ratify and 
implement the Convention as quickly as possible. At 
the same time, activities to enable mercury 
reduction as well as capacity building to assist 
enforcement are needed, including targeting 
mercury trade and supply, phasing out mercury 
from products and processes, emissions reduction 
and the development and implementation of 
Artisanal and Small Scale Gold-Mining (ASGM) 
National Action Plans.  

At EU level, the process towards reviewing the EU 
Mercury Regulation has started, and revised 
legislation is expected by the end of 2022. 
Furthermore, developments are expected towards 
the long-awaited phase out of mercury-added 
lamps under the Restriction on Hazardous 
Substances (RoHS) Directive.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that a decision to phase out mercury 
in fluorescent lamps is adopted under the 

RoHS Directive as soon as possible and with a 
minimum transition period; to avoid double 
standards, such banned lamps should no 
longer be exported; 

 Ensure that preparations for the EU Mercury 
Regulation review are wide enough to 
address and eventually drastically reduce 
remaining mercury uses, emissions and 
exposure in the EU; 

 Ensure EU leadership in the Minamata 
Convention process to allow for meaningful 
effectiveness evaluation, reporting and 
continuation of the work towards 
strengthening the Convention. Additionally, 
the EU should further drive and prepare the 
process by supporting amendments to phase 
out more mercury-added products and 
processes, including fluorescent lamps, 
button cells, dental amalgam for vulnerable 
population, polyurethanes and others. 
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between the authorities in the Member States, 
make it crucial that the Council takes a strong 
stance for clearer, more robust and deeper 
harmonisation of EU rules to combat environmental 
crime.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Push for a forward-looking stance on the 
amendment of the ECD, so that it is truly 
strengthened, can be clearly applied, and 
rendered more efficient at combating 
environmental crimes in the EU. This should 
be done by changing how the current 
annexes are applied and by expanding the 
scope of what constitutes an environmental 
crime;  

 Include clearer definitions in the ECD, so 
that the Directive can be applied in a uniform 
way in all Member States and clearly sets out 

what is meant by the terms used, e.g. what 
’substantial damage’ is in the context of a 
crime and how sanctions should be awarded 
so that they are effective, proportionate and 
dissuasive;  

 Support and promote measures that 
render the Environmental Crime Directive 
more effective at determining and enforcing 
environmental crimes, as well as any 
accompanying initiative that will help 
harmonise environmental criminal rules so as 
to eliminate loopholes, including by, inter alia, 
increasing the exchange of information, 
adding investigation tools, and developing 
guidelines. Guidelines should not be 
proposed instead of legal requirements and 
definitions, but should only facilitate the 
uniform and harmonised implementation of 
the Directive.  

10.3 Promote wellbeing and social justice across the EU – by integrating social 
concerns in the 8EAP, in the Reform of the European Semester, and in EGD 
policies 

The policy agenda set in the emergency and 
recovery phase this year will have profound 
socioeconomic effects, determining the shape of 
our economy long after the pandemic is over. 
Policies, therefore, need to be consistent with the 
Green Deal and a socially just transition, and build 
up a wellbeing economy that works for people and 
planet. Large-scale, well-designed investments are 
needed over the long run. However, a broader 
understanding of the green transition is urgently 
needed. It is not only about investing in energy and 
transport infrastructure, sectors that are historically 
male-dominated and that can have impacts on 
those living in the vicinity of these projects. Just as 
much attention and treatment should be given to 
low-carbon care and service jobs. This Presidency 
has the opportunity to advance the creation of an 
economy that is green, gender and socially just, one 
that contributes to the wellbeing of all and leaves no 
one behind.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Engage in discussions involving the rights 
of local communities, paying particular 
attention to Sami and rural communities, who 
are at risk of facing the biggest brunt of the 
energy transition in terms of mining primary 
sources of materials and increased renewable 
energy projects; 

 Advance the EU Governance Review, which 
will review the EU’s main fiscal framework, the 
Stability and Growth Pact and subsequent 
fiscal legislation, that has been delayed due to 
the pandemic, fundamentally reforming the 
fiscal framework in such a way that it puts 
environmental and social goals, including 
gender justice, at the heart of the EU’s 
economic governance; 

 Advance the EU Semester reform and 
integrate the SDGs at the core of the 
European Semester with headline indicators 
based on the Goals (see Test #2); 

 Initiate and advance discussions on the 
importance of acknowledging the 
interlinkages of environmental policies 
and gender and social justice by creating 
awareness and facilitating debates; 

 Promote and ensure better coherence and 
synergies of the National Roma 
Strategic Frameworks with the National 
Recovery and Resilience Plans and 
the Multiannual Financial Framework 
(MFF) Programmes; 

 Increase awareness on mitigating the 
social and economic impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on Roma and Traveller 
communities through tackling their unequal 
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access to environmental services, (digital) 
education, residential, spatial and 
environmental segregation, unemployment, 

poverty and social exclusion in line with the 
aims of the Recovery and Resilience Facility 
and the European Pillar of Social Rights.  

10.4 Promote effective and enforceable rules on corporate accountability so that 
those entities contributing to human rights abuses and environmental harm are 
held liable 

The United Nations Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights, adopted in 2011, state that 
companies have a responsibility to respect human 
rights, including through ‘Human Rights Due 
Diligence’. A proliferation of voluntary measures by 
businesses now exists but, as these are not 
mandatory and enforceable, the vast majority of 
companies still do not undergo any environmental 
and human rights due diligence. In recent years, a 
number of EU Member States have developed 
national rules regarding due diligence that 
companies must take, the most recent example 
being Germany with the passing of the Supply Chain 
Act in June 2021. However, in the context of the 
single market, EU-wide legislation that covers all 
sectors is crucial to ensure a level playing field for 
businesses.  

The Commission will propose a new law on 
Sustainable Corporate Governance (SCG). Strong 
corporate and supply chain rules are a clear 
necessity for achieving the goals in the EGD and it 
will be an opportunity for the EU to show leadership 
in demanding that companies act responsibly to 
protect people and planet as part of their business 
model.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Ensure that the proposed legislation on 
Sustainable Corporate Governance 
contains both obligations to carry out 
environmental and human rights due 
diligence for companies operating in the EU 

as well as corporate governance rules for 
inclusive long-term decision-making; 

 Support and promote the inclusion of 
provisions that will hold companies liable 
for not carrying out environmental and 
human rights due diligence, making sure 
that this requirement is mandatory and 
enforceable. This is crucial for full 
accountability so that victims and affected 
communities can access justice and seek 
remedies. The law should also envisage how 
to bind companies in the supply chain so that 
harm and abuse are not embedded in the 
business model; 

 Demand and work towards coherence and 
stronger ambition with the Corporate 
Sustainability Reporting Directive 
(currently known as the Non-Financial 
Reporting Directive) and other initiatives led 
by the Commission that are related to the 
SCG and ongoing, as for example, the Textiles 
Strategy; 

 Adopt a strong and ambitious negotiating 
position for the UN Legally Binding 
Instrument (LBI) on business and human 
rights, ensuring that victims and affected 
communities have access to redress and that 
companies are held accountable for their 
violations in international law, which will 
reinforce the EU’s leadership role 
internationally on corporate accountability.
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10.5 Promote civil society space and meaningful participation, including of youth  

Engagement of civil society in environmental 
decision-making is crucial to ensure democratic 
legitimacy, accountability, social acceptability and 
effectiveness. The Slovenian Presidency has a key 
opportunity to engage with civil society and should 
also take steps to improve civil society space more 
broadly.  

We therefore call upon the Slovenian Presidency to: 

 Support the introduction of new EU anti-
SLAPP (Strategic Litigation against Public 
Participation) legislation on which a 
Commission proposal is expected before 
the end of 2021 and take on board the calls 
from the European Parliament in their 
2021/2036(INI) report on the subject; 

 Urgently increase the consultation with 
and participation of all segments of 
society, in particular youth, women and 
those groups that have shown to be 
particularly vulnerable during the pandemic 
so as to identify and implement solutions to 
improve social and intergenerational justice;  

 Make use of the window of opportunity 
around the Conference on the Future of 
European to support civil society 
engagement; 

 Engage in a youth dialogue and take active 
steps to protect the (future) fundamental 
freedoms of younger generations.  
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