0B/29/2004 14:56 FAX

MCCARTER & ENGLISH LLP

@005/078

1 SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 1 APPEARANCES:
2  COUNTY OF NIAGARA 2
3 3 LIPSITZ & PONTERIO, LLC
4 4 135 Delaware Avenue, Suite 210
5 INRE: NEW YORK CITY 5 Buftalo, New Yaork 14202
& ASBESTOS LITIGATION 6 BY: KATHLEEN A. BURR, ESQ,
7 7 Attorneys for Plaintift
8 8
9 DEPOSITION 9 McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP
0 UNDER ORAL 10 CityPlace }
11 EXAMINATION 11 185 Asylum Streef
12 OF 12 Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3495
13 RICHARD BARKER 13 8Y: CATHERINE A, MOHAN, ESQ.
14 14 Attorneys for Defendant,
1§ 15 Gencral Electric Company
16 This Document Applies To: 18
17 TERRANCE HILL 17 Also present: Marilyn M, McCloskey,
18 18 Certified Court Videographer
19 19
20 PRIORITY-ONE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC. | 20
21 B9 Manor Road 21
22 Staten isiand, New York 10314 22
23 (715) 983-1234 23
24 24
25 25 .
Fage § Page 3
1 Transcript of the deposition of the withess, 1 INDEX
2 called for Oral Examination in the 2 WITNESS NAME PAGENO.
3 above-caplioned matter, said deposilion being | 3 RICHARD BARKER
4 taken pursuant to Federal Rules of Civii 4
5§ Procedure by and before DEBRA deHAAS, & 5 Direct Examinalion by Ms. Burr 9
6 Notary Public, at the Radisson Inn, 12635 6 Cross-Examination by Mr. Mohan 204
7 South Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers, Flotida, | 7 Redirect Examination by Ms. Burr 210
8 on Thursday, April 15, 2004, commencing at 8 Cross-Examination by Ms. Mohan 216
8 approximately 9:53 in the forencon, 9
10 10
11 11
12 12
13 13
14 14
15 15
16 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
Pape 3 Pape ¢

I {Pages 1 to 4)

Privsity-Cne Coust Reporting Services « (718) 983- 1234

08/29/2004 TUE 18:51 [TX/RX NO 8737] G005




06/29/2004 14:58 FAX

MCCARTER & ENGLISH LLP

Aoog/078

EXMIBITS 1 EXHIBITS (Cont'd.) .
; EXHIBIT NO " PAGE NO. 2 29 Cupy of ist of allendows represanting
3 GE of 1/12/73 meeting with pcl‘smmqe;l
4 - ' arke 3 from Johns-Manville Corp. 192
1 Copy of resuine of Richivd Barker 16 430 Copy of Transcript of proconsdings
* Cuopy ol contract betwaen GE & dated 1/12/73 of GE & Johns-Manville
2 Cupy ol contr: 4
6 PLENGO doted 11382 2% 5 Corp. meeling 194
7 3 Copy of answers (o inferrogatores 22 § 31 Copy of Asbestos Worker Magazine
B 4 Copyol GLFromotan Ml 152 excerpt litled “Johnson-Humphray
. M (v
3 5 Copyollour e GF o 128 7 Elocted™ 195
ol voon i mmkg 8 32 Copy of anticle titied, “Elght o
11 7 Copy of Modumn Plastion 1838 of 3 )
Excarnt (14 pages) 160 of 10 Distributor gnps inthe USA i
2o 9 are made of GE Phenolics”
8 Copy of Orw-pagg GE catalog, ¢ 33 opy of articia tilled, "Who
B e et & e k b(icgéaled Thase Phanofic Handies?* 148
ne " .
11
" b Topy ol GGE Flant Pratograph 34 Copy of m:liclt-! titled, "Who Burned
195 (Modern Plashics Encydopudiay - 163 12 Ihis Phenolic?” 149
16 10 Copy of one-putwe GF catalog 13 35 Copy of Progress Report of 1963
17 iy = Tokie Complaty titled, “Joint Hoalth Resaarch
opOrGi - ; i " 197
14 Effort Starts for tnsitation Men.
* cak - Y N
won Fﬁlnﬁﬂ';ﬁégu-gﬁﬂféf? [ 1% (Al exhibits were retained by Ms. Burr)
19 by o Catand” 166 16
20 12 Copy of ovwnpgn GF catnlor) - 17
Mixsern Plastics Encyciopedia 167 1B
24
13 Copy of one-page GF product chant 173 ; g
22
14 Copy of one-page GE mouu:ﬂ cha_n 21
23 *Maided Plastics Corp.® 172 22
OB Curpyof one-paye aftich lided, 23
"Cut Cygle Time 26% wilt the 24
25 Fastost Curqy Phenolics in the 55
Flastics ndusiry 174 Pae 5 2 g
e 7
3 ERRMINTS (Gt 1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Today is
? e “ . «, . v
e i 5 el 175 2 April the 15th, 2004. The lime
* 7oy ot o e arico i, 3 is approximately 9:53 a.m. We
T e e O 4 are at 12635 South Clevt?land
* 1 Comor G showt ol 5 Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida to
OF preL ooy G =l ’ ar .
“ 'g"‘o*:;’,yw"w e Fnnok: Auso 6 take the deposition of Richard
oL
7 7 Henry. Index number -
19 Copy of teeiage GE ducisment tlml R 3
v g@uﬂm’%ﬁmumrm e g o !\;‘I‘S.dm}?}-i?yNéal:i‘?ér Excuse me
9 20 Copyol 1T2-pigo dovamwrd , ichar en X
Carokle Cong” Qatest 6024774 179, .
o et . 10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: To take
115 panmmgatonen bt M v, GAF 11 the deposition of Richard Henry_
| O e 12 Barker. Index number 115895, in
R Ao A 13 the case of Terrance Hill and
', Ro3 14 Mary Lou Hill versus General
" 2 ot ol "wsnarn e &l 15 Electric and other asbeslos
BN
Y e %ﬁ&':m;wnu i 1862 16 defendants. .
g N " 17 My name is Marityn
1B e e o ouedlitun 18 McCloskey. | am the videographer
u ' - .
9 28 meorcm:r{mml !‘;M" . 19 with Sun Ray Legai V‘def).
ateetione; - 116t Natont S N .
20 l"o"‘:-;mm?;nuwua i 20 The caurt reporf.ef is Debhie
T s e ey o 21 deHaas with Priotity One.
freun Extwavd Kling, M3, In v, ) . d
B e Smen 00 22 Will counsel please introduce
w m,':w, ervestis et 860, 23 themselves? '
24 At Torsis e avad 24 MS. BURR; l\gy n:—xrnei is
172505 1 = Suerr. 1 am
2 _ 25 Kathleen Burr. B-u~ -

2 (Pages S 0 ¥)

P'riority-One Court Reporting Services - (718) 9831214

06/29/2004 TUE 13:51 [TX/RX NO 8737] @006



06/2372004 14:57 FAX

- .

MCCARTER & ENGLISH LLP

Boo7/078

1 the attorney for the plaintifis, 1 MS. MOHAN: Just because you
2 Mr. and Mrs. Hill. The [ate Mr. 2 started on his, Mr. Barkeris
3 Hill. 3 being produced to teslify about
4 MS. MOHAN: Catherine Mohan 4 phenolic molding compound
5 from McCarter & English. | S business in Pittsfield,
6 represent General Electric. & Massachusetts. He is — GE sold
7 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: WHll the 7 the business, the phenolic
8 court reporter please swear the 8 molding compaound business in
9 witness? 9 1982. He will orly be talking
10 10 about that.
11 11 Any issues regarding
12 12 industrial hygiene, as | told Mr.
13 RICHARD BARKER, 13 Comarford, somebody else from GE
14 14 will be able to testify to those
1S 19 Luana Court 15 issues. So he will not be
- 16 Fort Myers, Florida 16 testifying io any industrial
17 called as a witness, having 17 hygiene issues.
18 been first duly sworn 18 The second thing is we'd like
19 according to law, testifies 19 to place an objection on the
20 as follows: 20 record for the videolaped
21 21 deposition. | don't believe {t
22 DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. BURR: 22 was adequately noticed. And the
23 Q Good morning, Mr. Barker. Could 23 other stipulations would he any
24 you state your full name and address for the |24 of the general stipulations we
25 record, please? 25 usually have at these
Page 9 Fage t
1 A Richard Henry Barker. 118 Wilshire 1 deposilions,
2 Drive, Cheshire, Massachusetts 01225, 2 MS. BURR: Okay. Could you
3 Q Gould you spell Cheshire for us? 3 review those forme? 'ma New
4 A C-hes-h-i-re, 4 York litigator, so 'm assuming
& Q Aliright, Good morning, Mr, 5 that we're going to waive
& Barker. How are you feefing today? 6 generally objections to the
7 A Fine. 7 question except as to a stated
8 Q That's good. ¥I'm glad to hear 8 form.
9 that, As you know, my name is Kathy Burr, 9 MS. MOMAN: Form. Thals
10 and I'm the attorney from Lipsitz Pontario, 10 correct,
11 We represent the plaintiffs in this case. { 11 MS. BURR: Is he going to
12 have questions for you today. 12 read and sign this transcript?
13 You've been producad by the 13 MS. MOHAN: Yes. He will
14 General Electtic Company as a former employes | 14 read and sign this ranseript.
15 of that company as the person perhaps the 15 And | think that's -~ | thini
16 most knowledgeable about the subject matter 16 those are the only two that |
17 we're discussing today. Have you ever heen 17 carg aboul. So unless you have
18 deposed before, sir? 18 others, | think that's -« and the
19 A  No,! haven't. 19 several times on the -- what
20 MS. MOHAN: We should put 20 we've done on these ather
21 some stipulalions on the record, 21 videolaped depositions, for the
22 1 didn't Know when you wanted to 22 abjections we've actually gone
23 to that. 23 off the videotape for the
. 24 MS. BURR: Surely. We can do 24 abjections to discuss the
25 that now. 25 objections, and just had thern,
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1 you know, reported by the court 1 Q Because the problem is the court
2 reporter. | don't know if you 2 reporter cannot take down two speakers at
3 have a ~- | think they thought 3 once. And we'll bath get in big trouble with
4 that would save an — on the 4 her if we persist in some kind of behavior
S tape. So for the objecttons you 5 fike that. Okay?
6 can stop, and we can try o - 6 | think that’s the basic ground
7 MS. BURR: OQkay. We'll try 7 rules, and we should be able to sail through
8 and clue you o stop. 8 this, my guesstimate is, you know, by
9 BY MS. B8URR: 9 midafternoon we shouid be done. OXay.
10 Q Okay. I'm going to go over the 10 A  Okay,
11 basic ground rules now, Mr. Barker, for 2 " Q As you know, this case involves
12 deposition, And I'm sure your attorney has 12 Terrance Hill, and he is deceased. He had
13 discussed those with you. Il ask youto 13 an asbestos-related disease. And you
14 speak wvp, first and foremost, so that the 14 probably heard from Ms, Mohan that Terrance
15 court reporter can hear you, and try and 15 Hilt once worked with the Die Motding company
16 speak reasonably slowly so that she can take |16 plant in Canastota, New York.
17 down the words. 17 A | have.
18 if you know in your mind you're 18 Q Okay. Do you have any familiarity
19 going to mention a technical word that only 19 yourself with the Die Molding company?
20 you know how to spell, you can go ahead and |20 A | visited the plant a couple of times
21 say the word and then speil it for the court 21 in the 1980s. 1 never got into the actual
22 reporter, because otherwise, it will turn out 22 wmolding room. it was more in conference
23 to be something unreadable in the transcript, |23 rooms.
24 If you don't understand the 24 Q Okay. Without going into great
25 question as I've phrased it, just tell me, 25 detall, what was the purpose of your visit to
Pape 11 Page 14
1 you know, "l don't understand what you mean,” | 1 the plant in the 1980s at Die Molding?
2 something along those lines, "Can you reask 2 A Atthat ime, | was working for
3 that question?” And !l be happy to try and 3 PLENCO, Plastics Enginecring Company, and we
4 rephrase it or reask it so that you do 4 were gotting involved in statistical process
§ understand §. And to the extent that | ask 5 control which | was going to be in charge of
€& a question and you give me an answer, I'll § f{or PLENCO.
7 assume, then, that you understood the 7 Q During your time at GE, did you
8 question because you are answeringit. Okay? | 8 ever visit the Dic Motding facility?
8 A Verygood. 9 A No,tdidnot.
10 Q Okay. The other thing that { need 10 Q WM. Hill did tell us that he
11 for you to do In all instances is to respond 11 worked at Di¢ Molding between the years of
12 to me with some kind of a verbal response, a 12 1981 and 1966, [s it fair to say that you
13 “yes,"” "no,” “very good,” anything like that 13 were employed by the General Electric Company
14 because if you nod or shake your head, the 14  during those same years?
15  court reporter’'s not able to take down a 15 A lwas, .
16 gesture, 16 {Exhibit No, 1 was marked for
17 A 1understand. 17 identification.)
18 Q The only other thing is we'll try, 18 BY MS. BURR:
19  both of us, hard not to step on each other. 19 Q Your attorney's been kind enough
20 In other words, I'm asking you to wait for me 20 to supply ma with a copy of your resume which
21 to ask my complete question, as fumbled as it |21 we have marked as Plaintiffs’ Exhibit 1, and
22 wmay be, before, then, you answer. And I'l] 22  I'li give that to you now for your referance.
23 do my best, then, not to interrupt your 23 Bafore we start, though, have you
24  answer by starting another question, 24  ever viewed any documents for this
25 A Verygood 25 deposition, other than the ones you've looked

Pope 16
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at here this moming?
A Ihave with Ms. Mohan and Mr.
Marshail.

Q Okay. And wha's Mr. Marshall?
A He's a lawyer for a firm in Chicago
that's also working on this case. And
Spazzioli. Mr. Spazzioll.

Q And Mrs. Spazzioli? 'm sorry.

MS. MOHAN: Mr. Speziali,

'l spell it. S-p-g-z-a-b-i.
A ljust met him myself last week.
BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. Is Mr, Speziak an attorney?
A Yes.

Q Okay. Is he with Ms. Mohan’s
firm?
A No.

Q No? Is he a GE in-house counsel
person?
A Protty much works for himself.

Q Okay. What's his first name?

MS. MOMAN: David.

BY MS. BURR:

Q Do you know why it was Mr. Speziak
came into the mix here for a meeting with
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Q Okay. Most of these meetings, |
take it, were up in Massachusetts?
A Yes.

Q 1 gather you're some kind of snow
bird because you gave me a Massachusetts
address.

A  Correct.

Q You don't live in Florida year
round?

A Pardon?

Q You do not live in Florida year
round?

A No. t came down in January and stay
until the end of April.

G What's your local address here?

A 19 Luana, L-u-a-n-a Court, Fort Myers,
Florida 33912.

Q 1 understand that you're a
widower, sir?

A Widower, correct.

Q Yes. And I'm sorry to hear that
your wife has passed away. When did that
happen?

A Pardon?

Q When did your wife pass away?
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you?
A Not really. | know he's working on
the case. That's all,
MS. MOHAN: David Speziali is

going to iry the case with me.
BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. Do you know where Mr.
Speziak is from?
A Pardon?

Q Do you know where he practices?

A Williamstown, New Jersey is where his
-- the address he gave me,

Q Do you know what -- is he a sole
practitioner or does he have a firm?
A From what | understood, his wife is
also an attorney, and they work together,

Q Okay. Now, did you have one
meceting with Mr. Marshall, Mr, Speziak, Ms.
Mohan prior to today, or more than one
meeting?
A More.

Q How many more?
A lfirst met Ms. Mahan last August.
I'm geing to say about five or six meetings
with her.

Page 1R
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A June 22nd, 1899,

Q And you have children?
A Three.

Q And are thoy living up in the
Massachusetts area, alt of them?

A ibave one in Washington, D.C,, onc in
Tolland, Connecticut, and one in Chicopee,
Mass. C-h-i-c-o-p-e-e.

Q And they're all out of the house
and on their own. Cotrect?
A Yes.

Q The documents that you've reviewed
for this deposition, have you seen any of
those documents today, or arg they entirely
different documents?

A Other than the resume, most of what {
saw today were new.

Q Okay. Did you review a large
number of documents with your attorneys?

A We reviewed Mr. Hill's doposition, Mr.
Donald Dew's deposition, | had an old record
from GE that when | was asked by Ms, Mohan to
come into the 1§ reviowed some of those

just to refresh my memory.

Q Do we have those?

Payge 20
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1 A Formulations, property sheets, data 1 involved in the plastics business operation.
2 books. 2 Okay?
3 THE WITNESS: You have those. 3 A Allright. You want to start from the
4 MS. MOHAN: Right. 4  beginning, go to the last page and work
5 BYMS, BURR: 5 forward?
6 Q Probably all Greek to us. Right? 6 Q 1would like to — we'll just
7 MS. MOHAN: Greek (o me. 7 generally review your work history. Okay?
8 MS. BURR: All right. I'm & And Il ask the leading question. I don't
9 going to - for the record, i 9 think the attorney will have any abjection.
10 just reserve our righls to review 10  We'll just sort of march thraugh this,
11 those documents at some later 11 MS. MOHAN: That's fine.
12 point. 12 BY MS. BURR:
13 MS. MOHAN: Right. { know 13 & You retired in what year, sir?
14 you have the answers to 14 A iretired from PLENCO in 1990,
15 Interrogatories here, but because 15 Q Okay. And it's trye that from
16 Mr. Hill's case is primarily 16 approximately 1983 to your retirement in 1990
17 between ths years 1961 and 17 you were employed by the Plastics Engineering
18 1966 -- 18 Company, aiso known as PLENCO, P-L-E-N-C-0,
19 THE WITNESS: That's correct. 19 as a manager for quality assurance.
2Q MS. MOMAN: -- that the vast 20 A That's correct.
21 majority of the documents are 21 Q And you came to PLENCO, in part or
22 well beyond 1966, so they're 22  in whole, because the line of business
23 really not relevant (o this 23 Involving molding campounds was sold to
24 case. Butwe can talk about 24 PLENCOin 1982. Correct?
25 that iater. 25 A That's comroct.
Page U IPage 21
1 A Plus, the formuiation sheets, for 1 Q Okay. Now, your resume states
2 instance, were all issted -~ or in use, | 2 that you were employed by the General
3 should say -~ when we soid the business to 3 Electric Company from 1954 to 1983,
4 PLENCO. 4 A That's correct.
5 BYMS.BURR: 5 Q And that, by my calculation, is 29
8 Q Okay. in 1982, 6 years. Correct?
7 A  In1982, 7 A Twenty-hine yoars and eight months, to
8 (Exhibit Nos. 2 & 3 were marked for 8 be exact.
9  Identification.) 9 Q DId you get a watch st the ond, or
10 BY MS. BURR: 10 what did you get?
1 Q We've marked, and you've seen, 11 A They shook my hand and said good-bye.
12 Barker 3. We're going to talk about this 12 Q All right. | thought a watch
13 document at greater length. But the question |13 would at least be appropriate. All right.
14  thad for you was: Were you involved 14  From the end of your tirne from the ast two
15 personally in the preparation of any of the 15 years, from '81 to "83, you worked as a
18 answers to that document? 16 manager for quality assurance, Correct?
17 A involved in what? 17 A That's correct.
18 Q Were you ~ were you contacted to 18 Q Okay. And that, indeed, is the
19 help the attorneys prepare that document? 19 same title you assumed when you went from GE
20 A No,Iwas not. 20 to PLENCO. Correct?
21 Q Vit take that back, Mr. Barker. 21 A That's right.
22 Okay. You've got your resume in front of 22 Q From 1970 to 1981 your resume
23 you. And you know, as we've indicated, we're { 23 indicates that you were 3 manager of the
24 going to confine most ali the questions here |24 GENEL product development?
25 to your time at the General Electric Company {25 A  GENEL product development.
Page 22 Puge 24

O {Pages 21 to 24)

Priority-One Court Reporting Scrvices ~ (718) 983-1234

06/29/2004 TUE 13:51 [TX/RX NO B737] @010




06/29/2004 14:57 FAX

A

o

- .

McCARTER & ENGLISH LLP

@o11/018

1 Q GENEL. Okay, And ! gather that 1 Q ¥Pmsorry. | missed the last
2 the GENEL product, at least from -- well, 2 part. GE ~
3 strike that, 3 A They discontinued the use of asbestos
4 Was the GENEL product something 4 right across the board.
5 that was created in the 1970s, or did the 5 Q Right across the board. Okay,
6 productline preexist? 6 And when you say “right across the board,”
7 A W's GE phenolic molding compound 7 you're limiting that to molding compounds.
8  section. 8 Correct?
9 G That's what it stands for. Okay. 9 A We didn't use ashestos any longer in
10 Now, under the years 1970 to '81, your resume | 10 moiding compounds,
11 indicates that you were — that you were 11 Q Okay. | just want to make clear,
12 involved and had received a joint patent for 12 you're not making that representation for
13 an asbestos-free, medium heat resistant 13 other divisions, other plants, other products
14 phenolic molding compound. Correct? 14 inGE?
18 A That's right. 15 A lcan't speak for them at all.
16 Q And when did that patent issue? 16 Q Okay. Now, can yot tell me how it
17 A Itwas issued in 1974, 17 was you were catlled on to develop this new
18 Q Who was the co-patent recipient 18 asbestos-free product?
19 with you? 189 A We got the word -- | say "we,” | mean
20 A  Dr.Frank Florentine., 20 me, GENEL R&D saction where | worked, had a
27  F-l-o-r-e-n-i-n-e. 21 staff meeting one day when we were told a
22 Q Okay. Doctor, is that M.D,, or 22 decision had been made to discontinue the use
23 Ph.D.? 23 of asbestos due to the fact thiat asbestas had
24 A Ph.D. 24 been identified as a hazardous material.
25 Q And what was his specialty? 25 Now, our employees were working
[uge 28 Pagps: 27
1 A Wel, his degree was in organic 1 with raw asbestos on & daily basis, and it
2 chemistry. And he was probably Mr, Phenolic | 2 was felt that it ~ for the health and safety ’
3  in General Electric. 3 of our omployees, we should discontinug #
4 Q s Dr. Florentine stifl alive? 4 and just stop using it.
5 A No. 5 Q Okay. You have any idea whoh that
& Q Do you know when he passed away? | 6 meeting occurred? What year you heard that?
7 A [I'mgoingto say sometime towardsthe | 7 A Iwantto say in early 1971.
8 end of the 1980s, 8 Q Now, prior to early 1971, had
9 Q Was he a fairly youing man when he 8 there been any research and development for
10 died, or was he olderthan you? 10 an asbestos-free heat resistant compound?
11 A No. He was retired. in his fate 11 A Ne.
12  sixties. 12 Q Would you have been in a position
13 Q Do you know whether or not Dr. 13 to know in 1970 what everybody was doing that
14 Florentine suffered from any asbestos-refated | 14 was also empioyed in the phenal compound
15  disease? 15 product line, research and development, at
16 A  He died of a liver problem. 16 Pittsfield?
17 Q Prior to the issuance of your 17 A Llke across the board, what were we
18 patent, was the asbestos-free medium heat 18 doing?
19  resistant compound on the market? 19 Q Yeah,
20 A Yes. 20 A l'was working in product development,
21 Q Okay. What year did that come on 21 sojust about every formulation that was
22 the market? 22 developed pretty much went through my office,
23 A As of November of 1972, GE 23 Q As of 1970, you were the manager
24 discontinued the use of asbestos straight 24 of research & development. Corract?
25 across the board. 25 A Development, Justthe development

Page 26
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1  part, 1 they — | guess | was selected only because |
2 Q 1thinK we're going to have to 2 had more experience working close with the
3 probably go through a littie bit about the 3 factory.
4 structure of the plant there in terms of your 4 Q Okay. And would you say that you
5 division. But we'll do that in a couple of 5 were successful afler 3 year in boosting
6 minutes. Moving backwards in time, you spent | 6 productivity?
7 ayear, from ‘69 to ‘70, as manager for 7 A None of those plants were able - one
8 manufacturing support? 8 of those systems we were able to bring from a
9 A That's correct. | was on a special 9 production rate of approximately 2,500 pounds
10  assignment in the manufacturing areato help |10  an hour up to 3,500. The other one we didn't
11 them increase their productivity. 11 do as welil, but we did improve it somewhat.
12 @Q Can you tell me, refreshing your 12 G Okay. How - in the sixties, teil
13 recollection to the extent necded by your 13 me about the Pittsfield plant. Besides the
14 resume, can you tell me what was involved in | 14 -~ how do you say this -- the phenol molding
15 that yvear's project in terms of reaching the 15 compound, what eise was made there? Were
16 goal of increasing productivity? 16 there other things? .
17 A Prior to when? 17 A You mean in the entire Pittsfield
18 Q Thatyear, 19698 to'70. What 18 facilities? '
18 were you doing? 19 Q Yes.
20 A ]was assigned to the manufacturing 20 A That was the headguarters of the GE
21 area. Had an office in the factory area. | 21 transformer division. That was a major
22 had a couple of technicians working for me. 22 employer. They had both power transfarmers
23 And we were taking each formulation we 23 and distribution transformers being
24  manufactured, following the production of 24 manufactured in Pittsfield,
25 factory equipment, to see what we coulddo to | 25 Q Any idea how many employees GE had
Pape 29 Page M
1 help them increase their productivity. 41 assigned to that division?
2 Q Okay. And this was ~ you spent 2 A Inthat period, I'm going to say in
3 some time observing the workers actualty 3 the neighborhood of 10,000.
4 making the compounds. Correet? 4 Q Your product division, the phenol
5 A Right 5 line -
é G And you spent some time examining 6 A The GENEL products section employed
7 the equipmant that they were using? 7 about 400.
& A More orless trying to find ways to 8 Q Well, was the GENEL product line
9  utilize the existing equipment to increase 9 manufacturing section housed separately in
10 the productivity of the plant. In other 10 its own building?
11 words, if a system was making compound ata [11 A Yes. We started in 1960, we were in
12 rate of, say, a thousand - 3,000 pounds an 12 one building, Building 36. During the 1960s,
13 howr, what could we do to get that up to 13 we acquired from the transformer division
14 around 3,500 pounds an hour? We had a coupte | 14  another building, 32, and expanded our
15 of units in that ptant that were roally 16 facilities in there.
16 operating well below their rated capacity. 16 @ Okay. And when you assign numbers
17 Q And what was the problem? Did you 17 to buildings, | presume it's hecause there
18 come to some detormination as to why they 18 are 36 buildings, at least.
19 were below capacity? 19 A That's just a building number. You
20 A Whatwas the determination for mo to 20 meanin --
21 go down there and do that? 21 Q In this whole complax.
22 Q Yeah. 22 A The whole complex they had over 80
23 A Oh, it was a case of the management of 23 buildings.
24 the GENEL section thought the plant should be | 24 Q Soit's fair to say prior to 1960,
25 running at a higher rate of efficiency, so 25 the phenot unit was housed within some part
Fipe 3G Page 32
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1 of the transformer unit? 1 system it was made on.
2 A Yes, itwas, 2 Q Okay. Now, were there different
3 Q Okay. And during the sixties, you 3 ~was the equipment different in the
4 acquired your own space from the transformer| 4 production of the three types of molding
5 unit? 5 compound that | understand there to be, that
6 A Correct. Well, extra space. 6 being general purpose, heat resistant, and
7 Q Extra space. Was ~ 7 impact resistant?
8 A Building 32, 8 A Theywere all made ~ they were all
9 Q Okay. So during the 1960s, after 9 made an the same types of equipment,
10 you acquired Building 32, was the entire 10 Q Were those molding compounds all
11 phenol unit in Building 32, or was part of it 11  made in the same buliding, either 32 or 367
12 still in 367 12 A That's the only two manufacturing
13 A No, We operated both buildings. 13 facilities we had. Those two buildings.
14 Q Okay. Were these buildings 14 Q Right, So, is it fair to say that
15 together, in close proximity? 15 you made both — all of those products in
16 A Across the alley from each other. 16 Dboth of those buildings?
17 Q Okay. Was there a way to 17 A Correct.
18 distinguish what activities went on in each 18 Q And within the GENEL product line,
19  building? 19 is that what we're talking about, strictly
20 A  Similar. Both buildings had similar 20 molding compound. Correct?
21 type equipment in them. 21 A Exactly.
22 Q Okay. And where was the research 22 Q Three types of molding compound?
23 and development offices held? 23 A Well, there was a fourth, low-volume
24 A Research and development was abouta {24 material called Rubber Phenolics,
25 mile and a half away. 25 Q Okay. Is there a -- strike that.
Page 33 [ttpe 3§
1 Q Okay. Still within the greater 1 { understand that Die Molding
2 complex known as the Pittsfield plant? 2 generally used some kind of an extrusion
3 A Yes,itwas. It was located in 3 process in order to make their molds.
4 Buliding 105. 4 Correct?
5 Q So it was not a matter of you just 5 A Theyuseawhat?
G strolling over to look at the praduction 6 Q An extrusion process? s that
7 equipment. You'd have to drive there, 7 fair to say?
8 A Yeah We'd have to drive down, 8 A Die Molding?
9 Q Under this resume, in the ycar '69 9 Q Yeah.
1G {0 '70, you indicated that you issued 10 A As!say, 1 was never in the operating
11 operating instructions for every grade of 11 plant, bust } was quite familiar with our
12 material being praduced in the factory. The 12 technical service engineer that called on
13 first time in 40 years such documentation 13 that plant. And he described it to me as
14 cxisted. What did you mean by that? 14 prefty much compression molding or transfer
15 A Well, evary material we manufaciured, 15 molding. That would not involve extrusion.
16 they weran't alf made on the same type of 16 Q Okay. | apologize. Because |
17 equipment. And to manufacture it, the 17 don't have the greatest undarstanding ot
18 operator was pretty much on his own astohow | 18 this. And it's very hard when you don't see
19 he would run that equipment, And we just 19 equipment in operation to understand all
20 felt that if there was a set of operating 20 this,
21 instructions, everybody made it the sameway, (21 A Extrusionis pretty much a
22 doing it the same way each and avery time, 22 manufacturing process to make compound.
23 you're going to get a better product. 23 @ Oh, to make compound. Okay. |
24 So wo decided to write operating 24 guess that's what | need an understanding of,
25 instructions for every materiat for evory 25

Pape 34
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1 looking at the GE documents that we have,a | 1 position?
2 lot of which predate your time there, the 2 A Somectime in'63 or '70, they changed
3 thirties and the forties, it's pretty clear 3 the name from chomical material department to
4 to me that GE was both making the molding 4 the plastics department, and the phenolic
5 compound and making molds. 5 molding compound section was renamed GENEL.
6 A GE, up until sometime in the late 8 So my title changed from manager, compound
7 fifties, was also a molder. And along 1928, 7 development to manager, GENEL product
& atthat time, they were strictly a molding, 8  dovelopment.
9 but they decided to go Into the manufacturing | 9 Q Okay. During this time period,
10  of phenolic molding compound for their own | 10  it's indicated in your resume that you
11 molding shop only. They did not sell on the 11 discovered a liquid coating system that was
12 open market. 12 used to lay dust in phenclic compounds,-
13 Q Okay. And sometime in the 13 A That's correct. :
14 thirties they began to sell on the open 14 Q Can you explain this for us?
15 market? 15 A Sometimt about prior to 1967, one of
16 A 1948, 16 our competitors introduced what they call a
17 Q 19487 After World War #1? 17 dust-free compound. And it became highty
18 A During the war years, that molding 18 desirabie in the molding shop because it made
19 shop was strictly defense type work, Now, at | 19 for a much ~ much cleaner housecleaning. So
20 that time, it was the largest molding shopin |20 all ~ everybody in the business was —
21 the world. 21 domanded to develop a simitar materiat.
22 Q Sois it your testimony that after 22 Of caurse, we didn't know what our
23 the late fifties, there was no more molding 23 competitor was using, so we all had to go out
24 operation out of Pittsficld? 24 and find our own system. And we found a
25 A Sometime in the 1950s, they moved that |25 liquid that would be blended on the powder
Pape 37 Page 3¢
1 operation to Taunton, Massachusetts, 1 that would lay the dust s0 it wouldn't rise
2 Q Okay. And do you know in the 2 when tha bags were opened and dumped.
3 sixties whether GE was still actually molding 3 Q [I'm sorry. So it blended into the
4 atthat time? 4 powdecr sa the dust wouldn't rise when the bag
S A lhtwas in the fifties they moved it. 5 was dumped?
§ Sometime in the late fifties, early sixties, 6 A Yeah. Usually, if you opened the bag
7 they sold it to a company called Hercutes, 7 and dumped it, there would be a dust cloud
8 Q Okay. And, then, what they sold § that would rise up. And this coating system
9 was the operation that was then - that had 9 just made the dust heavy cnough that it
10 then been moved to Taunton, Massachusetts. | {0 wouldn't rise.
11 A That's right. 11 Q Who were GE's big competitors for
12 Q Which was a molding facility. 12 phenol moiding compound?
13 A Strictly a malding operation, 13 A inthe 1961 to 1966 era Y'm going to
14 Q Altright. Was a reason why GE, 14 say Urlon Carbida, Durez, PLENCQO, Those were
15 that you know of, decided to get out of the 15 tha big ones.
16 molding business, as opposed to -~ 16 Q Okay.
17 A They just felt selling the molding 17 A There were a few small ones jike
18 compound was a more profitable business with | 18 Dalight. Then, of course, the
19 more growth potential, 19 highiy-speciatized phenclic producers like
20 Q Back to your resume, between 1967 20 Rogers, Fiber-Rite, Rezonaid. We competed
21 and 1968, which is a two-year period, you 21 with them in some areas.
22 listed your titie as manager for compound 22 Q Some of the ones you've just
23  devalopment. 23 mentioned, you don't know who it was who
24 A That's corract. 24 first came out with this -~
25 Q What were your duties in that 26 A Dustfres?
Pugy 38 'age 40
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1 Q -~ dust-free or dust-reducing 1 A ltwas arequirement working either in
2 compound, 2 the factory or the pilot plant, that you had
3 A Union Carbide. 3 to wear safety glasses and safety shoes, both
4 Q Had there been complaints that you | 4 of which were provided by the company.
5 were made aware of by GE's customers 5 Q Is it fair to say you had access
6 concerning the dust levels encountered with | 6 to the paper dust masks from the beginning,
7 the product that was sent? 7 from 1954, as you started as a lab
8 A Once Union Carbide introduced a 8 technician?
9 dust-free material, all of our customers 9 A  Accessto?
10 started saying, "When are you guys going to { 10 Q As to the availability of the
t1 doit?™ 11 paper dust masks?
12 Q Okay. But prior to that, what had 12 A Yes.
13 you heard? 13 Q Okay. They weren't something
14 A Priorto that, no. It was just an 14 introduced during your time there?
15 accepted fact of life, | guess. 15 A No. it was there when | arrived. in
1% Q Okay. Do you know whetherornot |16 the factory, the production people were ail
17 Union Carbide’s development of this was 17 provided with a clean set of coveralls and a
18 related in any way to concerns over the 18 clean set of long johns every day. And they
19 inclusion of asbestos as an ingredientin - |19  were also provided with towels and soap to
20 A Notat that time. 20 shower before they left,
21 Q -~ compounds? 21 Q Okay. We'll getto it when we
22 A TI'msorry, | shouidn't have butted in 22 look at the answers to the interrogatories,
23 sosoon. Not at that time. At that time, it 23 But at some point, GE did introduce Into the
24 was strictly a housekeeping matter. 24 production facilities the availability of
25 Q s it fair to say from your first 25 respiratory equipment. Are you aware of
Fageal Figre 43
1 ten years you were working your way up 1 that? i
2 through the ranks at GE? Correct? 2 A Once the asbestos issue started
3 A Yes. That would be a good way of 3 arising, they did come up with the
4 putling it 4 canister-type respirators.
5 Q And you were initially hired as a 5 Q Okay. When was this?
& lab technician? & A 1971, '70,'7T1.
7 A Yes,|lwas., 7 Q I'm going to refer you to the
8 Q Okay. Can you tetl me what was 8 document we marked right here, Plaintiffs® 3,
9 involved in that particular job? 9 have you turn to Page 26, sir. At the very
10 A iwould be assigned to a product 10  top, 1l read the response. for you, and then
11 development engineer. He would do the ideas | 11 you can wait for my guestion,
12 on what he wanted to do to a compound to 12 At the top of Page 26, which is an
13 improve a given property. Then it would be 13 answer to interrogatory number 27 on page 25,
14 my job to make the material on a laboratory 14 it says, "GF states that respitators and
16 scale and do the testing required. 15 masks were made available to workers in GE's
16 Q During this time period when you 16 phenclic molding compound factory in
17 were working as a lab technician, did you 17 Pittstield, Massachusetts beginning in the
18 routinely use any kind of respiratory safety 18 late 1950s or early 19€0s. It is believed at
19  device? 18 some point in time masks and respirators may
20 A Depending oh what we were working 20 bhave become mandatory for those employees
41  with. And usually we used those little paper |21 involved in portions of GE's phenolic molding
22 dustmasks. And that was usualiy doneif we |22 compound operations in Pittsfield,
23  were working with a real dusty material. 23 Massachuseits. GE provided all employees
24 Q And other personat safety 24 with overalls which GE also laundered.
25 precautions? 26  Employees were provided showers and changing
Page 42 Pipy a4
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1 facilities and were required to change out of 1 A The production people were all members
2 their overalls before {eaving the factory 2 of [UE 255,
3 eachday.” 3 Q Okay.
4 In tooking at what I've just read, 4 A It's anational union of electrical
5 which was GE's response to Interrogatory 5 workers.
6 Number 27, is your memory refreshedinany | 6 Q But your division, research and
7 respect with regard tc the masks and 7 deveiopment, there was no union?
8 respirators? 8 A The salaried employees were not
9 A Well, when | talked about my wearing g8 represented. No.
10 them the first ten years of my employment,1 } 10 Q Okay. And you were salaried the
11 was in the laboratory. And we weoren't 11  entire time you were at GE?
12 required to wear them. They were justmade [12 A  Except for the first six months when |
13 avaitable to us. And they were the paper 13 worked in the transformer division.
14 dust mask at that time, 14 Q Okay. When you worked in the
15 Now, in the factory, { never saw 15 transfer division, were you working as a
16 anybody wear them, even after they became [16 production worker?
17 mandatory. Very few people. 17 A Yes. | was awelder.
18 Q Okay. Do you think they became 18 Q What years was that?
19  mandatory in or about the 1970s when OSHA {19 A 1953,
20 changed its regulations? You think that's 20 Q On the transformer side in 1953,
21 when it became mandatory? 21  were any of the production workers wearing
22 A Yeah. But cven then, they wouldn't 22 respiratory equipment or masks®?
23 wear them. Sea, it was a ~ especially in 23 A Atthat time, no, because we were not
24  the summer months. It was a dirty job. Guys |24 working with anything that would require it.
25 sweat alot. Put those respirators on, it 25 Q Okay. Asbestos is a component of
' gy 45 Fage A7
1 just made them sweat even more. And it was 1 the transformers, isn'tit?
2 just too uncomtortable for them. 2 A Yeah. But notinthe partl warked
3 Q Okay. As far as you know, in the 3 in. 1worked in what they eall the tank
4 1950s - strike that. 4 shop, and manufactured the big tanks that the
& When you started working as a laby 5 transformers would be mounted in.
& technicion, did you —~ you regularty employed 6 Q Okay.
7 the use of the dust mask. Correct? 7 A  That was all steel work.
8 A When) was working with real dusty 8 Q Those tanks weren'’t
9 equipment, yes. ‘ 9 A  Steel
10 Q Okay. Do you know whether, in 10 Q Did you have an - strike that,
11 fact, GE issued any kind of bulletins or 11 0o you have'a recollection of the
12 notices to its employees strongly or not so 12 greater aspects of the transformer production
13 strongly recommending that they use masks on { 13 business?
14 the assembly line? 14 A Notreally. Solong ago, and l was
15 A We would have occasional group 15 justinvolved in that one part of production.
16 meetings, and safety wauld always come up. 16 Q Do you know whether or not af some
17 And the safety angineer would always tell us, 17 point those tanks were insulated either
18 "The dust masks are provided. You guys 18 inside or outside with asbestos?
19 should wear them. It's mandatory. Yol guys 19 A They were filied with oil.
20 should wear them." It Just went unheeded., 20 Q Sothe answer's no?
21 Q Were you a member of a unjon, sir? 21 A Yeah. Yes.
22 A lwasnot 22 Q What was the first -~ when was the
23 Q Was there a unian involved for any 23 first time that you can say you were
24  of the workers in the research product 24 personally aware that asbestos was known to
25 development? 25 pe hazardous te human health and ¢ouid cause
Fage 46 *1yc 4%
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1 cancer? 1 A Z-o-l-k-0-w-s-k-i. Richard Bedel,

2 A There was an article, | belleve it was 2 Harold Oles.

3 the Wall Street Journal, about some air 3 Q O--d-s?

4 samples that had been taken at Times Scquare 4 A Odles.

5 showing that the air in Times Square excegded | 5 Q O-le-s. Okay.

6 the threshold timits for asbestos, And ] can 6 A Ferris Smith. Jennie Spayczek.

7 remember, | believe it was my boss, Frank 7 Q Thatwas a female?

8 Florentine, saying, "This maybebadnewsfor | 8 A  S-p-a-y-c —~| can't remember. {

g us.” 9 think it was a z-x.
10 Q Do you know when that was? What 10 Q S-p-a-y —could it be c-z-e-k?
11  decade? 11 A Yeah.
12 A '€8 or '70. it wasn't long after that 12 Q Something like that. Jennie?
13  we began to get the ward that we were going 13 A Louie Plass.
14" to stop using asbestos. 14 Q Dewey?
15 Q Did you have an awareness that 15 A Lowle. Orlouis. Plass. P--a-s-s.
16 there were regulations that came out fromthe |16 That's about the only ones | can remember.
17 federal govemnment in ar about 1972 that 17 Q That's a pretty good recall.
1& established threshold values for asbestos? 18 That's a real good recall. Do you happen to
19 A Iwas never made aware of them until 19 know if any of these people are stili living?
20 this Times Square study showed up. 20 A |know Dick Bedet is still alive,
21 Q Wore you 2 member during your time 21 Dick Zotkowski moved to California, | lost
22 at GE of any industry union? 22 track of him. Jennie Is stilf alive, She's
23 A twasn't. No. 23 got to be in her eighties today. Louie Plass
24 Q Who was your superior in the 1954 24 and Ferris Smith are both gone. Harry Oles
25 to 1999 time frame when yout were working 2s a { 25 is still alive.

Fispe 41 Puage 9

1 lab technlcian? 1 Q Do you think Jennie and Mr. Bedel

2 A Dr. Florentine hired me in 1954, 1 2 and Mr. Oles live In Massachusetts still?

3 worked for him until he retived with the 3 A They all live in the Pittsfield area.

4 short exception | was in the plant as a 4 Q Of the ones that ara allve, were

§ process controt technician. 5 they all with you for all 29 years?

6 Q Okay, And Dr. Florentine's actual 6 A No.

7  position was what? 7 Q Who was there the longest?

8 A He was manager, phenolic researchand { 8 A The only one that tasted ~ stayed as

9 developrnent or GENEL research and 9 long as | did was Harry Oles.
10 development. 10 Q What was Mr. Oles’ position at the
11 Q And when you were a lab 11 time you were tatking?
12 technician, how big was that department? 12 A He worked pretty much in the metharon
13 A When i was first hired, the R&D 13 area, which is independent of the phenalic
14 section had about 34 employees, 14  molding compound. it was a liquid-coated
15 Q Okay. And this ranged from the 15 resin, ‘
16 research chemists to the lab technicians to 16 Q Did Zotkowski and Bedel and Jennie
17 the secretaries? That would be everybody? |17 work in the phenol molding?
18 A VYes. 18 A Bedeldid. Jennie worked in the
19 Q How many lab technicians besides 19 physical test lab. 1 don't know what
20 yourself? 20 happened to Dick Bedel. |just happento
21 A Nine. 21 know he's in Pitisfleld because his father
22 Q You remember the names of any of 22 recently died, and I read his name in the
23 those coworkers? 23 obituaries.
24 A Richard Zolkowskj. 24 Q Okay. During your time as a lab
25 Q Could you spefl his last name? 25 technician and in the tests that you ran to

Jrage S0 Page 52
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1 try out the formulations, did you ever 1 going off the racord, The time
2 personally work with raw asbestos? 2 is approximately 10.54 a.m.
3 A {aiso worked In making laboratory 3 {Short recess taken.)
4  batches of phenolic molding compounds. 4 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We ate
3] Q That's what | mean. 5 back on the record. The time is
6§ A Yes,idid use raw asbestos, 6 approximately 11:03 a.m.
7 Q You handied that materiat 7 BYMS. BURR:
& yourself? 8 Q Okay. Mr. Barker, we're resuming.
5 A ldid. 2  We were talking about your time as a process
10 Q Do you know where it came from? 10 controf technician.
11 A  Atthat time, in the sixties, | was 11 A Right.
12 working as a lab technician, | should say. 12 Q Okay. 1 think the last question |
13 Q That was the fifties. Late 13 asked you was whether or not during that time
14 fifties. 14 frame, '59 to '62, you personalty employed
15 A It all came from - at that time, it 15 the use of dust masks or other respiratory
16  was calied Ruberoid. Later GAF. The fields 16 protective devices when you were out in the
17 were Jocated in Vermont, 17  plant.
18 Q Do you recall whether or not GE 18 A No,Idid not.
19 purchased asbestos for the molding compound | 19 Q Okay. Do you recall, and can we
20 formulations from Johns-Manville at any 20 agree that at least on a voluntary basis,
21 point? 21  such devices were available to both yourself
22 A We did start using Kelly asbhestos. We 22 and the plant warkers?
23 never used Johns-Manvitle. No. 23 A Theywere.
24 Q Do you have any knowledge as to 24 Q Okay. And this was the time
25  whether or not GE was a customer of 25 frame, "59 to ‘62, 1think af this point, it
Page 5 ) Pape S5
1 Johns-Manville in any of its other divisions? 1 would be good for you to tell us ~ and |
2 A No 2 don't want you to get too technical, but if
3 Q Okay. From 59 to '62 -- that's a 3 yau can sort of give us the broad overview as
4 three-year period ~ you were listed as 4 to how a phenolic molding compound Is made.
%S aprocess control technician. And | think 5 And we'll define the discussions to the types
6 youindicated that put you back out inte the 6 of phenclic moiding compounds that contained
7 ptant? 7 asbestos. All right?
& A Yes. t worked in the manufacturing 8 How were they put together, and
O engineering area duting that period. And the ¢ how wouid the operator get the materials
10 job was kind of 2 varied job. There were 10 mixed to come out with the end product?
11 cernain inspections that had to be made on 11 A Welt, we'lf start with the mixing
12 the manufacturing equipment on a weekly basis | 12 floor in the compound plant. Phendlic molding
13  which was my job to do those inspections, 13 compound was roughly - these are just rough
14 like checking temperatures of bearings and 14 numbers - roughly 50 parcent yesin, 50
15 packings on the various mixers, grinders, 15 porcent fillers.
16 Q Okay. During that time frame, did 16 Q Okay. This would be true of the
17 you personally employ the use of respiratory 17 high impact type that contained asbestos,
18 equipment when you were in the manufacturing |18 A For any phonolic compound. And the
19 end? 19 resin content, when you get into a mineral
20 A No, tdidn't. No, ! did not. 20 fitli compound, which would be the heat
21 Q Okay. We're going to take a broak 21 resistant grades or asbestos-containing at
22 now, Mr. Barker, so tho videographer can 22 that time, would require a less resin. In
23 change her tape. 23 the neighborhood of 40 percent. Depending on
246 A  Okay. 24 what the material is going to be used for
25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Wae are 25 determined what other fillers went in besides
Pape 64 : Pauge Se
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1 asbestos. 1 The material is constantly going back and
2 At that period of time, our most 2 forth,
3 common heat resistant materials were 3 Q Okay. So nobody had to stand
4 wmaterials known as 12980 and 12981. One 4 there with a big shovel and stir the stuff?
§ Dbeing classified as high heat. Thatwouldbe | § A  We had a guy lose two of his legs in
6 12980. The other being 12984, medium heat. | 6 one of those once. That was enough. This
7 The high heat would be, say, 40 7 blending process, mixing process would go on
8 percent resin, 30 percent asbestos, powdored | 8  until the mixer was empty. The mixer was
9  coal, wax, and dye would make up the 9 constantly being emptied and being fed to a
10 formulation, 10 compounding system, usually what we refer to
11 Q When you say dye, you mean - 11 as a double roll system.
12 A Dwy-e.. 12 The rofls would be two rolis about
13 Q To colorit? 13 two foot in diameter, five foot long, turning
14 A Colorit. 14 against each other at a speed of
15 Q What about the medium? 15 differential, the front roll going slightly
t6 A Hmm? 16 faster than the rear roll. Then there would
17 Q What about the formulation -- 17 be a heat differcntial on the two rolis.
18 A The medium? The coal would be 18 The rear roll and the upper roll
19  replaced with wood filler. 1t would be a 19 being in the temperature range of around 240,
20 good heat resistant material, hut wouldn't 20 250 degrees, front roll about 120. This
21 take temperatures as high as the other one. 21 tends to make the sheets as it was formed
22 Q Okay. Wood filler instead of 22 adhere to the front roli, And every fifteen
23 coal. Would the percent of the asbestos 23 seconds or whatever time was determined to bo
24  still be about 40 percent? 24 the process time, a knife would come in anc
25 A  Probably alittle less, Maybe down 25 peel off about a third of the sheet that was
Page $7 Fape 59
¥
EY 1 around 30. 1 on that roll, and it woutd drop it onto
2 Q When you talk about percent, 2 another set of rolls down below. '
3 you're talking about the overall weight of 3 Here the back roll would be cold,
4 the product? 4 cold water going through it. The front roli
9 A Correct. Say you've got a 3,000 pound 5 would be about 120, 120, whatever. it would
G batch of raw material. Thirty percent of & stay on there for about 20 seconds, the
7 that would be 800 pounds. All these 7 material constantly falling down from up
8 materials would be dumped into a mixer, which | 8 above to keep a full sheet on that rol}, and
9 is nothing but a blender that would blend the 9 avery 15, 20 seconds a knife would coma in
10 rnateriai together physically. 10 and peel off about a third of that, drop it
11 Q You say it's a mixer, How big : 11 onto a belt conveyor which would transfer
- 12  would this thing be for a typical batch? 12  that cut sheet to what we would refer to as a
13 A Three thousand pounds, 13 cracking roll, which would take the sheot and
14 Q So it would hold 3,000 pounds? 14 break it up into chips about iike this.
15 A Y¥es. 1t would be, 15 Q Would those chips be what would be
16 Q I'm envisioning a mixer howl. 16 known by molding poople as pellets?
17 A No. Picture something a U-shaped 17 A Thisis just the beginning of the
18  blonder, and you would have a shaft going 18 grinding process.
19  down the center of that biender, and it would 19 Q Okay.
20 have a big blade going around the outer side 20 A These chips would then ba fed into a
21 ofit. 21  hammer mill, which would break them down even
22 it would be moving the materia) 22 finer, So coming out of that hammer mill
23 constantly towards the one end of the back 23 nothing would be over, say, half inch in
{ 24 row. And on that same shaft lower down would |24 diameter. Then it would be packed over a
N 25 be another blade moving it back this way., |25 sifter or classify the coarse material, and
Pape S8 Mape (0}
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the top screen of that sifter would be, say,

a ten mesh of .S, standard sieve series of ton
rmesh. Anything coarser than that would be
sent back to the grinder to be broken down
even farther.

What passed through wouid go over
another screen beneath it, which would be a
50 mesh screen. That would removes the finer
particles. So everything between 10 and 50
would then be transferred to another, bigger
mixer fike the one we just talked about, but
they take five or six batches from those
premixers, of the smaller mixers, would end
up in that big back row, called the product
back row.

When we finished, that product
biender wouid have about 15,000 pounds of
material, ali finer than ten mesh, coarser
than 50 mesh.

Q Okay. This material was hard
formed at this point?
A Yes.

Q Hard to the touch?
A Yes, It would be hard. | mean, you
could put it between your finger nails. With

Page 61

5 PR\ N I P G §
NN NN e o PR NACOE~ND O AW

Q Did you know Die Moldingto be a
customer of GE in the fifties and sixties?

A 1 heard them mentioned as a customer,
yes. We were a very small supplier to them,

Q Do you know what they made?

MS. MOHAN: Objection. Who made?
MS. BURR: Die Malding.
MS. MOHAN: In the time period --

BY MS. BURR:

Q Inthe time pesiod when —when
you were a process controf technician.

A That would be, again, the pot handle
business. You know, sauce pans, fry pans,
that kind of thing.

Q As you sit here today, do you know
how ~ how the product was packaged to Die
Moliding?

A 1don't know.

Q Okay. When you talk about bags
and drums, you're tatking about the high
imnpact «~ I'm sorry - the heat resistant
asbestos-containing products?

A  Correct.

Q Okay. Do you know why it was from

GE's standpoint that there was a use of both
Page 63

a mineral filler, you couldn’t even break
it. You could try to squeeze it between your
finger nails. You couldn't even break it.

Q Okay. The high heat, you're
talking about?
A Yeah, Orevena GP, you couldn't
break it. v .

Q Okay. You could not break it by
just snapping it with your fingers?
A it would be too small to get 2 hold of
it.

Q Okay.
A But that would be the product that we
would ship to our customers.

Q Okay. Alf right. Now, this
product, then, would go into bags or boxes.
Right?
A I'd say about 60 percent of what we
made went into Kraft paper bags. And that's
Kraft with a K.

Q Okay.
A AndI'm going to say about another 20,
25 percent of it would be sold in fibered
drumns. The balance of it, a lot of customers
had thelr own containers.

Pape O
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bags and drums?
A The customer determination. They
would tell us how they wanted it shipped.

Q Now, this is the product that when
it was dumped, then, would create a dust
cioud. Correct?

A It would create a dust cloud.
Correct.

Q Okay. During the '59 to '62
period when you were'a process control
technician, did you see the end product In
its bags or drums?

A Didlsee it? | watched them package
it.

Q Do you know whether or not there
was any kind of warning labels on any of
those drums or bags -

A No.
MS. MOHAN: During the period
of time -
MS. BURR: That he worked as

a process controt technician,

A During that period of time, no.
BY MS. BURR:
G Let me finish the question.

Fape 6d
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1 A  I'msorry. 1 for the automotive during that time frame.
2 Q From 1959 to '62, when you worked 2 lLater on we did.
3 as aprocess control technician and had more | 3 Q Okay. So,!take it with regard
4 of a day-to-day observance of the production | 4 to Die Molding you have a pretty good idea
5 process, did you ever notice any labeling on S what was sold?
6 the bags or drums of the high heat-resistant 6 A Yes
7 compounding material warning of its contents| 7 Q is that from your own
8 of ashestos? 8 recoliection, or is that from the meetings
9 A ldidnot. 9  with the attorneys?
10 Q Okay. Do you know whether there 10 A No. That's my own recollection, See,
11 was any iabeling on the product at all other 11 weorking in the pfant and the system, there
12 than a batch number? 12 would be an inspection card hanging on a
13 A No. 13 clipboard right by a back row.
14 MS. MOHAN: During this time? 14 Q Okay.
15 BY MS. BURR! 15 A And the quality control people would
18 Q During that time petiod. 16 sample that blender every hour and put their
17 A HNot at that time, 17 testresults, On the top it would say what
18 Q Would there be a batch number on 18 the material was, what the blend number was,
19 the product? 19 who the customer was.
20 A There would be a product number anda |20 Q Okay. What were they testing for
21 batch number. 21  every hour?
22 Q And a product number signified 22 A Properties that had to be tested -
23 what? 23 Q The composition had to be right,
24 A Well, we talked about 12980, 12981, 24 the percentages of -
25 And there would be what we cal! a blend 26 A Well, they wanted to check the throw
Py O Fage 67
1 number, and then the container weight, 1 ar the plasticity of materiat on an hourly
2 Q Ablend number? Okay. And 2 basis to sec if we're In specification, the
3 container weight? 3 apparent density of the powder, the rigidity
4 A Yeah. 4 of a molded part.
5 Q Okay. S0, for the record, 12980 5 Q Okay.
6 and 12981 are the product numbers for G A Moisture analysis.
7 asbestos-containing compounds? 7 Q Okay. Soit's fair to say that
8§ A Correct. 8 during this molding compound making process
9 Q Any other prodiuct numbers for 9 there's a point, at least in the premix
10 asbestos-containing compounds that you can | 10 stage, whore you're dealing with a powder and
11 recall? 11 later a moid?
12 A Inthat time frame, 12916. 12 A Well, you deal with a powder to make
13 Q What kind of compound was that? 13 compound.
14 A That was a material GE used as a pot 14 Q Okay. But this compound product,
13 handle material. if Die Molding were buying {15 when it comes out, is this hard stuff.,
16 from us, that would most likely be the 16 Right?
17 product. 17 A Yes.
18 Q Okay. if | toid you Die Moiding 18 Q Uitimately, that has to be at the
19 -~ andidon't know that they did — but 19  molding end liguefied again. Right? in —
20  if1 told you they bought product from GEin |20  in the process of making a mold?
21 the sixties for automotive molded parts, fike  [21 A Well, when you put it in a reold, the
22 distributor caps or things like that, would 22 material melits into a substance that's about
23 there be a different product number or line 23 like ciay. And it flows out and filis the
24 for that material? 24 wmold. Then it cures.
25 A I'mnot aware of selling them anything {25 Q Right.
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1 A Like cures. That means the material 1 form.
2 - just forms into a solid part. 2 Q Was the asbestos pretreated in any
3 Q Right. And, then, ultimately, 3 way before it was added into the mix process?
4 that solid part then goes and is into a 4 A No.
5 finishing process. Correct? 5 Q Okay. So it would be dumped in
6 A That's correct. § the containers it arrived in?
7 Q Now, at the time —~ well, with 7 A Correct.
8 regard to Die Molding, we'll agree that it's 8 Q Do you know what kinds of ashestos
9 a-forlack of a better word, a custom 9 was used by GE?
10 molding house. Right? 10 A We bought a product from GAF at that
11 A Right. 11  time frame called 7TF.
12 Q They made certain molded product |12 Q 77
13 for centain applications. Correct? 13 A T
14 A Yes. 14 Q AslInTom?
15 Q Atthe time you were employedasa {15 A Right.
16 process control technician, '59 to "62, was 16 Q F. Okay. The GE interrogatories
17 GE itself already out of the molding 17 indicate that that asbestos was a type of
18 business? 18 what thay call chrysotile,
19 A  Atthat time, we were. 19 A Itwas.
20 Q So none of the molding compound | 20 Q You're familiar with that term?
21  was being used in house at that time? 21 A Yes,lam.
22 A Thats true. 22 Q And there are other types of
23 Q #twas all going out to customers? 23 asbestos as well. Do you know what they are?
24 A Alotof our customers would be other [24 A I've heard the name, but 1 can't
25 GE accounts. 25 recali them,
' Page 69 Puge 71
1 Q Okay. Like who? 1 Q Does crocidoiite ring a beli?
2 A GEhousewares. Circuit breakers. 2 A Yes. That's one of them.
3 Meter bases. Wiring devices. Lap bases. 3 Q Do you know whether or not any of
4 Q Okay. Sothose were — those 4 the phenol molding compounds made by GE
5 shipments to those other GE divisions, were 5 during your fime there ever contained
& they all outside of Pittsfield? 6 crocidolite?
7 A Yes. That would be referred to as a 7 A The only asbestos I'm aware of using
8 captive molding operation. In other words, 8 was chrysotile.
9 every part they molded they were going to use | 9 Q Okay. And this either came from
10 themselves, . 10 GAF, Ruberoid, or Carey Canada. Correct?
11 Q Okay. {'d like an understanding, 11 A That's cotvect.
12 if you could give me one, in the context of 12 Q There weren't any formulations
13 the manufacturing of, you know, every 3,000 13 that come to mind that used any other type of
14 pound batch of this molding compound 74 ashestos?
15 containing asbestos, at what point and how 15 A No.
16 was the asbestos introduced into the mix? 16 Q Was there any reason why there
17 A Inthe mixing stage, | would dump the 17 were no formulations employing use of
18 asbestos, any of the other flllers that were 18 chrysotile?
19  going In there, like wood filler or coal, the 19 A Not that I'm aware of.
20 wax, the dye, the resin, would all be dumped | 20 Q Okay. iff told you that one of
21 Into this mixture, and then just dry mixed 21 GE's competitors in the speciaity field,
22 together, 22 Rogers, used crocidofite in some of its
23 Q So all these materials, including 723 compounds, would you know why that was?
24 the resin, were dry at the start? 24 A No, | wouldn't.
25 A That's comrect, lt's ait powdered 25 Q Okay.
Puge 70 Bage 77
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1 A Rogers was a highly specialized 1 Q Would it likely have been one of
2 company. 2 these companies that was GE's competitors?
3 Q Okay. But does the use of 3 A It was not a competitor. It was not a
4 crocidolite impact -- strike that. 4 competitor.
5 Does the use of crocidolite 5 Q Did you ever have to sign a
6 increase the heat resistance in any respect? | 6 noncompete agreament during the time you
7 A lwouldn't know. 7 worked at GE? In other words, you couldn't
8 Q {n other words, you found the use 8 go to one of these competitors for phenolic
9 of chrysotile sufficlent to meet the needs of | 8 molding compounds?
10 the product that GE was trying to 10 A |was not = the only time | was ever
11  manufacture? 11 told that was when { left GE in 1983 or told
12 A That's right. 12 1 couldn't go to any of our competitors, and
13 Q Now, from '62 to 64, you were a 13 | questioned why because they wearen’t aur
14  compound technologist. Correct? 14 competitors any longer.
15 A That's right. 15 Q Okay. Infact, youdidgotoa
16 Q What's the difference between a 18 one-time competitar,
17 compound technologist and a laboratory 17 A They said that was okay because PLENCO
18 technician? 18 bought our technology. | was part of the
19 A It's an — when | took that title, } 19 package.
20 took that job, the man | velieved was a 20 Q Okay. What were the job duties,
21 product engineer. But because | had no 21 then, of the engineer you took and then was
22 degree, they wouldn't give me the engineer's {22 retrained as a compound technologist?
23 title. That croated the compound 23 A Well, it was kind of a varied job,
24 technologist title. 24 One would be someone shows up to get a raw
25 Q Do you know who your predecessor |25 material he wants to sell us. it wouid he
Page: 73 Page 73
1 was, the engineer? 1 our job to check it out and see if there was
2 A Aman by the name of Tom Custer. 2 any advantage to using that material or if it
3 Q Do you know whether Mr, Guster is 3 was just 3 competitive type of material, is
4 with us or not with us anymore? 4 there any advantage to using that versus what
5 A ldon't know for sure. 've lost 5 we weore using.
& track of him. The last{ heard -- and this 6 A need would come along for a
7 was about ten yvears ago - he was somewhere | 7  special property needed in a compound to
8 out in Hlinois. 8 devetop such a compound.
2] Q Do you know how long he waorked for | 9 Q QOkay. In this time frame, '62 to
10 GE? : : 10 64, did you cver meet with any of the
11 A {don't, 11 asbestos manufacturers’ representatives in
12 Q Did he depart at the time that 12 the context of that job?
13 you - 13 A No. ididn't
14 A Hewas there when | came. 14 Q Okay. There was no ~ no
15 Q Okay. Was he there when you took 15 competition among them for GE's business?
16  that job as compound technologist? 16 A ljusthad - in my position,
17 A No, He left, and | took his place. 17 didn't actually talk directly to salesmen,
18 Q Okay. He actually left -- 18 Those would be about the only asbestos people
19 A Heieft the company, ves. 19  that would come in.
20 Q As opposed to going anywhere else | 2 Q Okay. | thought you just told me,
21 within the GE family? 21  though, you did deal with the suppliers of
22 A He left GE and went to another 22 the raw material.
23 company. 23 A Yeah. Butthe purchasing people would
24 Q@ Do you know where he went? 24 bring the sampies in. They tatked to the
25 A ldon'tknow. | can't recall. 25 purchasing people, the purchasing people

Page 74
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1 would ask R&D are we interested, we would 1 climbing up a flight of stairs.
2 request a sample, purchasing would get it. 2 Q Were you ever in the library?
3 Q In this time frame, do you know 3 A Yes, Afew times. Yes.
4 whether or not any of the packaged material 4 Q What kind of things were collected
5 that came in from the asbestos manufacturers| 5 there?
6 contained any kind of warning labels? 6 A Forinstance, one time | went through
7 A Notto my knowledge. | never saw 7 an operation where we were trying to work, |
8 one, 8 was limited to my physical things [ could
9 Q And, agair, during this time 9 do. And there was a patent challenge being
10 period, did GE put warning labels on any of 10 filed against us by Union Carblde, and i was
11  its compound product, high heat-resistant 11 given the task of patents research,
12 compound product? 12 Q Did you actually do patent
13 MS. MOHAN: I'n sorry. What 13 research in the Jibrary there?
14 time frame are we talking about 14 A Yeah. They give me - give me a list
15 now? 15  of patent numbers that | had to look up and
16 MS. BURR: When he was a 16 find out patent dates, whether or not they
17 compound technologist. '62 to 17 actually contained patents filed on what we
18 ‘64, 18 were doing.
19 A No, they didn't. 19 Q Was there a — strike that.
20 BY MS. BURR: 20 Did you have books, then, that you
21 Q@ Okay. Was there ever any 21 could ook up patents in? Or was there some
22 discussion up to 1964 cancerning whether or 122 kind of an on-line rudimentary computer
23 not there should be any kind of a warning 23 search?
24 label put on the compound product that 24 A Aslrecafl, there was a big set of
25 contained asbestos? 25 books by patent numbers, And you'd get that
e 77 ' 1'3\,:,«: "
1 A No, there weren't. We had ~ we had 1 patent number and then go get the copy of the |
2 noldea at all ashestos was going to be - 2 patents.
3 the company used for what it did. 3 Q Okay. Do you know whether or not
4 Q Was there any kind of a research 4 they collected industry pamphilets,
5 tHbrary at that Piftsfield plant facility? 5 newsletters, brochures, other types of
© A Yes, they did. Had a pretty extensive 6 information?
7 library in the headquarters building. 7 A Thatwe put out?
8 Q Where was the headquarters 8 Q Well, not we, meaning your —~ not
9  building? . 9 the phenol division of GE. But within the
10 A On Plastics Avenue. That was that 10 Industry plastics, okay, One Plastics Avenue
11 building 105. 11 and this Pittsfield facility did turbine
12 Q Is that the same building that 12 work. Right?
13 research and development was in? 13 A Right
14 A Yes. 14 Q Did phenol moiding compounds,
15 Q Where was that library in relation 15 Right?
16 to your group of work space or offices? 16 A Well, that was one thing that was in
17 A it was on the second floor of the 17 that building.
18  building, which would be up above us. ltwas |18 Q Right. What else?
18 aU-shaped building, and we weore on the south | 19 A Well, there was corporate
20 wing of the building, and they would be on 20 headquarters.
21 the west wing. 21 Q But what other production
22 Q Okay. It's a place that people in 22 ftacilities?
23  your department could readily access and walk {23 A There were no other production
24 to? 24 facilities in that building. Actually, ours
25 A Oh, yeah. it was just a matter of 25 was not production. It was a pilot plant.
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1 Q {don't mean the building. | maan t A Right.
2 the plant. 2 Q Okay.
3 MS. MOHAN: Are you talking 3 A Plastics probably employed about 500,
4 about the complex? 4 The rest would be Naval ordnance.
5 MS. BURR: Yes. The 5 Q@ Okay. When you say plastics, |
& complex, The whole complex up 6 mean, tho operation at Pittsfield was pretty
7 there in Piltsfieid, 7 much limited to phenolic molding compounds.
8 A  The entire GE compliex? g Correct?
9 BY MS. BURR: 9 A The production part, Inthe
10 Q Yes. |realize GE had plants ail 10 Jaboratories - well, for instance, the Lexan
11 overthe ll.S. Gorrect? Okay. Butin 1t development process would be in -- done in
12  Pittsfield they made turbines? 12 building 105, also,
13 A Transformers. 13 Q Okay. So the research and
14 Q Transformers, § mean, rather, 14  development of the laminated -- lamination
15 A Transformers was the biggest part of 1% side of the plastics business was ~
16 by far. 16 A ‘The Loxan part. Not laminate.
17 Q Okay., Then the phenol molding 17 Q Okay. The Lexan part was in
18 compound. What else? 18 Pittsfield?
19 A After transformers would bhe the Naval 19 A It was in Pittsfield. Correct.
20 ordnance systems, Defense systems, 20 Q But the production was elsewhere?
21 Q Anything eise? 21 A At that point, there was no production
22 A Then we had the phenolic plant. 22  of Lexan. it was stilf in the development
23 Q Now, you told us earlier this 23 stage. They had not built facilities for
24  morning that when GE did molding, and was in | 24  production.
25 the comimercial market as a moider, that was 25 Q@ OCkay. For the racord, what's
Page 81 Pape 83
1 done at Pittsfield. Correct? And then it 1  Lexan?
2 was moved to — 2 A Lexanis the resin known as
3 A Taunton. 3 polycarbonate. It's used — well, glazing,
4 Q Taunton? Right? The space it 4 for instance. Window glazing. But it's used
5 took up at GE Pittsfield, was that filled 5 in so many applications today.
€& with some other kind of manufacturing 6 Q Okay. This is a product that’s
7 facility? 7 still being used?
8 A Transformer division took it over. 8 A  Oh,yes. it's the biggest part of GE
2] Q Was there asbestos used in the 9 plastics.
10 transformer production process? 10 Q When did the Lexan product come
11 A ldon'tknow. 11 onto the market?
12 Q On a hundred percent scale, how 12 A Commercially?
13  much of the business was transformer, how {13 Q Yes.
14 much was Naval ordnance, how muchwas [14 A. Inthe 1960s sometime. Late sixties.
15  phenolic at GE Pittsfield in the 126057 15 Q And, so, all the research and
16 A  Space, in percentage of space? 16 development for this product went on at
17 Q Percent of business. 17 building 105 in Pittsfield?
18 MS. MOHAN: Empioyees? 18 A  Building 105, yes.
19 BY MS. BURR: 19 QG Okay. Now, from '64 to '67, your
20 Q Well, yes. Employees. 20 title was specialist, compound development?
21 A 1960s, I'd say GE employed maybe 21 A That was a promotion from compound
22 10,000 peopie. F'd dare say about 8,000 of 22 technologist.
23 those would have been transformer. 23 Q Okay. We're talking about a
24 Q Okay. We're talking the 24 monetary promotion?
25 Pittsfield complex? 25 A Yes.
Page 82 Pagee 4
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1 Q Okay, Was there any significant 1 of switching from GAF to them.

2 difference in your job duties? 2 Q Okay. What was the actual

3 A Notreally. Just an expansion of 3 function of asbestos in terms of its use in

4 them. 4 certain types of molding compounds?

5 Q Okay. You said as a compound 5 A  You mean the percentage?

6 technologist you were involved what, in the 5] Q No. Whywas it -~ whywas it

7 development, in the refinement of the 7 used as opposed te some other kind of filler?

8 formulations? Would that be fair to say? 8 A  Asbhestos was a very unique mineral.

9 A Development. Refinement. Raw 9 |t offered great heat resistance, which not
10 material evaiuations. 10 many minerais will, But also, the very thing
11 Q During this time frame, "62 to '67 11 that made asbestos hazardous was the fact
12 when you worked as the compound technologist | 12 that it was fibrous. it offered strength to
13 and specialist, do you recall doing any 13 the material that other minerats couldn't
14 testing with the asbestos, the raw asbestos 14 match.

15 products? 15 Q When you started working in the
16 A Was linvolved in doing what with 16 seventies to perfect a formula that was
17 them? 17 asbestos free and yet heat resistant, what
18 Q Any kind of testing with the raw 18 did you find to take Ilts place?
18. asbestos products, 18 A Well, at first we thought we were just
20 A We looked at different sources of 20 going to be able to substitute another
21 asbestos. 21 mineral. And we found out it wasn't going to
22 Q What do you mean sources? 22 be that easy because of the fact that other
23 A Other vendors, for instance. Like you 23 minerals didn't offer the heat resistance
24 mentioned Johns-Manville. We did investigate |24 asbestos did, or those that did offer it had
25 Jobns-Manville. 25 other bad features to them,
Tage RS Vage 87

1 Q Was there something abaut the 1 We found that platy taic offered

2 product that was different or something about 2 the heat resistance we were looking for.

3  the price? 3 Q I'msorry?

4 A Well, the vendor would give a good 4 Platy talc —

5 sales job to the purchasing people about why 5 Q You might spell that.

6 we should use his product versus whatwewere | 6 A~ offered the heat resistance.

¥ using, Sometimes it would sound plausible, 7 Q@ Can you spelf that term?

8 sowe said, “Let's take a look at it.” 8 A Platy? Pla-t-y.

9 Q Well, if we're talking about 9 Q Okay. That's a minerai?

10 chrysotile asbestos, what were you beingtold {10 A Yeah. Talc,
11 that wouid make one product better than 1 Q T-e-1?
12 another? 12 A Pardon?
13 A Well, let's take the two that we did 13 MS. MOHAN: T-a-l-c.
14 use, GAF and Carey. At onec time towards the 14 A  T-a-lkc.
15 end we were using both, Carey ashtestos is 15 BY MS. BURR:
16 pure asbestos. The GAF ashestos was about 45 | 16 Q T-a-i<c. Oh, talc.
17 percent contamination. 17 A Llike talcum powder. That's what
18 Q Okay, Contamination of what? 18 talcum powder is, talc. But it didn’t have
19 A Carey tummed out to be a mors pure 19 the fibers. So, naturaily, the strength
20 form of asbestos, and at that time a better 20 wasn't there. So we figured that's going to
21 asbestos. These vendors would comeinand |21 be slmple to fix. We just put a fibrous
22 tell us, "Welt, we have a more pure form of 22 cetlulose -~ a little hit of cellulose into
23 asbestos in GAF." And most times we'd find 23 the mix, and we thought we had it, never
24  outthat wasn't true or it wasn't that much 24 giving a thought to the fact that talc is the
25 more pure, and thera renlly was no advantages |26  softest minerat known to man.
Page 86 Puge ¥3
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1 And during finishing operations in 1 for some other formal hame that you can
2 the Moses plant, the surface was broken. 2 remember?
3 Instead of a nice, shiny black part, you had 3 A You're not old enough to remember the
4  Kkind of a chalky gray part. So we had to put 4 comic strip Skippy. That was a very popular
S a harder mineral in there in addition to the 5 comic strip back in the thirtles and forties.
6 taic. So it turned out to be a combination 6 Q You don't know what these guys -
7 of things we had to do in order to replace 7 their givenn names were?
8 asbestos. 8 A Let'ssee,
9 Q So it was a combination of things 8} Q Skip ~ Ed. Skip Cyr.
10 and an arduous process. Is that fairto say? (10 A  Oh, Skip Cyr.
11 A That'sright. 11 Q Edward Keegan. Okay.
12 Q Okay. Inthat later time frame, 12 A  Adrian was Skip Cyr's name. Evesy one
13 '64 to 67, had yot: noticed in connection 13 of those guys with the exception of Arden,
14 with your work In -- at the piant and in the 14 every one of them are dead.
15 production side of it whether or not there 15 Q They're all dead, right? Any of
16 was a greater use of masks or respiratory 16 them die from asbestos-refated disease that
17 devices in the making of the compounds? 17  you know of?
18 A [never noticed it. No. There were a 18 A Ed Meacham had some sort of a nerve
19 few people, | mean, that wore amask alithe |19 (isease.
20 time. | mean, it wasn't because of the 20 Q These guys die from old age?
21 asbestos. They used to use them anyway. 21 A  Herbie Dalton with a heart attack.
22 Q Do you remember the names of those |22 Yes. They were all retired when they died.
23 people? 23 Ed Meacham was the onty one that wasn’t
24 A No, ldon't, 24 retired,
25 Q Was there anybody that you were 25 Q Now, you think Paul Winnard might
frage &9 Page Ut
1 particularly close to on the production side 1 still be alive? |
2 whose name you can recall? 2 A Who?
3 A Youmean production workers? 3 Q Paul Winnard?
4 Q Yeah, Or their supervisors or 4 A Paul Winnard is still alive. Yes.
5 foremen? 5 Q Where is he jocated?
6 A Oh,yes, Aforeman, Herbie Dalton. 6 A Pittsfield.
7  Skip Cyr. 7 Q What was his job?
8 Q Wait 2 minute. Herbic Dalton? 8 A Hewas aforeman.
9 A SkipCyr. Cy-r, o] Q How old a guy would he be now, you
10 Q Skip. 10  think? How old a guy would he be now?
11 A EdMeacham. 11 A Paul? Pushing 80.
12 Q M-e-e- 12 Q So he was older than you?
13 A M-e-a-c-h-am. 13 A Yes. He's older than t am,
14 Q C-h-a-m. Okay. 14 Q Gkay. |think what we're going to
15 A Bud Colvin, 15 dois go back to the interrogatories at this
16 Q Bud Colvin? 18 point. I'm going to ask a couple of
17 A Colvin. C-o-l-v-i-n. 17 questions. Il refer you to the pages, but
18 Q It's that Massachusetts accent. 18 there may not be as many questions now, One
19 A Paul Winnard, 19 guestion ! have, though, to the extent that
20 Q Can you spell his fast name? 20 GE made what was known as general purpose
217 A W.-n-n-a-r-d. 21  molding compound - there's no page.
22 Q Winnard. Okay. 22 To the extent that GE made general
23 A What was the other one? Skip Keegan. 23 purpose molding compound -
24 Q Skip - Skip was a popular nick- 24 A Yes,
25 name in those days. Was it always a nickname {25 Q - did any of that contain
1#apy: 90 Tage 92
23 (Pagcs 89 10 92)
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asbestos?
A Some of it contained a very simall
amount. Like two, three percent.

Q Do you remember the lot numbers
for any of those or the production numbers?
A One that comes to mind is 12402,

Q 124027
A Yes., 12977. That's the only two that
I can recall that 1 can definitely say had
it.

Q Was there a particular reason why
the formulas for these numbers contained any
asbestos?

A Cathy and | discussed this one time.

Q Cathy Mohar, you mean?

A She asked that same question. Pretty
much there were three minerals that we used
pretty much across the board in our general
purpose compound. And the reason for a
mineral in a GP compound is to give the
materlal some bady. Orwithout it, the
materiat is considered friable,

By friable, that means it breaks
up very easily when they rub against each
other. Minerals tend to make the materiat

Page 93
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Q So there was no reason, at least
up untit the time its hazards were known,
right, not to use asbestos?

A That's right. | mean, ashestos was a
mineral. That's all it was considered.

Q Do you know when 12402 and 12977
came into being and when they were sold?
A 12402 sometime in the mid fifties.
Early fiftles, i'm going to say.

Q 129777
A It had to be ready for the 1955 modet
year, automobile model year, 12977, sometime
in the 19 -- early seventies,

Q I'msomry. Inthe -

A Sometime in the early seventies,

Q Okay. Butithought ~{ thought
you said that as of the early seventies, GE
made a determination they weren't going to
put asbestos in any of their products.

A That's true. Maybe 977 preceded
that.
MS. MOHAN: Don't guess if
you're not sure,
MS. BURR: Yeah. Right,
A ithad asbestos. It had two porcent
Pogpe 95
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harder so that wouldn't happen. Every guy
that developed molding compounds had his
favorite mineral. And the guy that developed
those two compounds, obviously asbiestos was
his mineral.

{ think had | deveioped that same
compound, it might have been aluminum
silicate or calcium carbonate rather than
asbestos. Depending on which one was his
favorite. "

Q But why do you say that? Because,
you know, when we were talking about asbestos
earlier, you said it was, for all intents and
purposes, it was a fairly virtuous product.,

A They made a fill compound where it was
a principal filler. That was true. Butin a

GP campound, when you're only putting it in
for one small reason, any mineral would do
the job.

Q Yeah. But was asbestos more or
fess expensive than the cthar —

A No, They're afl about the same
price. Fairly inaxpensive. All of them.
Fairly inexpensive. Less than two cents a
pound.
Pape 93
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ashestos.
BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. 1don’t know if | asked
this question. If{ did, 1 apologiza. But
do you have a recoliection in terms of
product numbers and sales to Die Molding?
A No,ldont

Q Okay. If we agree that they were
in the pot and pan handie business in targe
roeasure, would theilr purchases have been the
high heat-resistant compounds?
A It would have been for that particular
application.

Q And we talked about impact
resistant moldings. Correct?
A mpact ~

Q Impact resistant moldings?
Meaning that they were - there’s four types
of moldings we talked about earlier today.
The heat resistance, the impact resistance,
the general purpose, and the specialized -~
A Rubber filled.

Q Rubber molding. Okay. With
regard to the last, the rubber molding --
A Yes.

Fape 946
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1 Q - do you know whether or not GE 1 A 1canthink of soldering guns, for
2 sold any of that to Die Molding for any 2 instance.
3 reason? 3 Q Solder guns?
4 A Mr. Dew's deposition, which | did 4 A Guns.
5 read, said that thoy did use a rubber -- 5 Q Gu-n-s?
6 rubber filled compound from GE. Because GE 6 A S-odder, g-u-n-s.
7 was the only one that made that compound. 7 Q Yes.
8 Q And ! recail that testimony & A Their cases are molded without an
8 myscH. What would they have been using it 9 impact rate. That's onfy because a guy’s
10 for? Do you know? 10 liable to drop it. That's the type of
11 A According to Mr, Dew, it was a knifc 11 application ~ underneath a dashboard in a
12 handie. 12 carit's likely to get kicked. Anyplace
13 Q Did the rubber compound contain 13 where it's ligbie to take some kind of a
14 any asbestos? 14 sudden shock.
15 A No. 15 Q Okay. Now, with regard to the
16 Q Now, the impact resistant 16 impact resistant molding compounds, did thosg
17 compound, that type of compound was promoted | 17 contain asbestos?
18 as being strang but not necessarily 18 A HNo. Not even smali amounts.
19 hoat-resistant. Right? 19 Q Okay. It would just seem - and |
20 A It was not a heat-resistant series at 20 don't mean to argue with you — it would just
21 all 21 seem to me that it would, if you take on the
22 Q Would you say it was a stronger 22 wmineral asbestos because of its fiber nature,
23 compound than a general purpose compound? 23 fibrous nature, tended to make it stronger.
24 A Yes, itwas, 24 MS. MOFIAN: (s there a
25 Q Soit's safe to say that it would 25 question in there, because it
Fape 97 Pape 94
é. 1 have some specialized uses in terms of a 1 just spunded fike a staternent to ;
2 molded product. Right? 2 me?
3 A Yeah. if people needed something that | 3 MS, BURR: !know.
4 was going to be impact resistant. In other 4 MS. MOHAN: There is no
5 words, it had to be stronger. 5 question pending.
6 Q Okay. Can you give me some types & BY MS.BURR:
7 of products? 7 Q There's no question. But you're
8 A Some of the numbers? 8 saying GE never used asbestos in its high
9 MS. MOHAN: Are you talking 9 impact -
10 about examples? 10 A The cellulose fibers we used were very
11 MS. BURR: Examples of 11 strong.
12 products that woutd have employed 12 Q - celiniose fibers?
13 impact resistanl molding. 13 A Yeah.
14 A  Electrical -- automotive electrical 14 Q Okay. Let's turn to page nine.
15 switch cases, for instance. 15 Okay?
16 BY MS. BURR: 16 A Page nine? This would be on page 8.
17 Q What's a switch case? 17 Q Okay. And I'm locking at the last
18 A Any kind of a switch underneath your |18 - when he gets there.
19 dashboard. Headlight switch. Dimmer 13 A Gotto be here somshow. | gotit.
20 switches, Whatever. There's a casingon |20 Q Okay. The last full paragraph
21 that switch, 21 that starts out, "GE produced several grades
22 Q What about general household use? |22 of GE's phenolic molding compounds.™
23 A Like what? 23 A  Mmm-hmm.
p 24 Q Products for general household 24 @Q Just read that to yourseif.
. 25  use. Anything like that? 25 A  Pardon?
Page 94 Pape (K}
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1 Q Just read that paragraph to 1 12:18 p.m.
2 yourself, and then i ask you a question. 2 BY MS.BURR:
3 A Yes. "GE produced several grades of 3 Q Mr. Barker, before we start with
4  GE's phenoli¢c molding compounds.” 4 another question, | just want to make a note
5 Q Okay. The statements made in this 5 for the record that we put every other named
6 interrogatory, which is in response to 6 defendant on notice of this deposition, and
7 question seven, interrogatory number seven, 7 nobody has deemed it necessary to show up
& the statements made at the end of that 8 today. But for the record, we want to state
9 paragraph that the majority of phenolic 9 that they were all properly noticed of this
10 meolding compounds produced by GE didnot |10 event on this date, time, and location, and
11  contain asbestos. Okay? 11 that GE would be producing you as a witness.
12 A That's true, 12 Okay?
13 Q Okay. And we know -- you've told 13 A Verygood.
14 us that none of the impact-resistant compound | 14 Q | think when we left off, we were
15 contained asbestos, that most of the general {15  going to talk about your knowledge of Die
16 purpose compound did not contain asbestos, |16 Molding in terms of how much product it
17 and all of the heat-resistant compound did 17 bought from GE.
18§ contain asbestos. Okay? 18 A Yes. :
18 A  Correct. 19 Q Okay. Do you have any knowledge
20 Q And, then, there was the side 20  interms of thousands of pounds per week,
21 specialty, the rubber compound, for {ack of a 21 month, or year, how much product was
22  better word. 22 purchased?
23 A Yes, 23 A 1don't have the slightest idea. At
24 Q Of those four groupings of 24 that point in my career, | really wasn't that
25  compound, on a scale of 100 percent of GE's |25 close to the volumes of materials.
' Pape 103 Page 103
1 phenoiic molding compounds business in the | 1 Q Okay. Overali, on an annual basis
2 1960s, can you tell me what percentage of 2 when | talk about afl of the phenol molding
3 sales was of the heat-resistant molding 3 compound produced at Pittsfleld, can you
4 compounds? 4 state that in terms of millions of pounds or
5 A Phenolics I'd say would represent 5 billions of pounds?
§ probably less than one percent. It was very G MS. MORAN: I'm going to --
7 small. The others I'm going to say were 7 ¢an you put A time frame on that?
8 about equally divided in size. 8 BY MS. BURR:
9 Q Okay. And we're tatking about Y Q inthe 1960s.
10 GE's total business to all customers. 10 A 'l give it to you in three
11 Correct? 11 breakdowns.
12 A Correct. 12 MS. MOHAN: She's tatking
13 Q Okay. And with regard to Die 13 aboul the 1960s.
14 Moiding, okay -- 14 A Inthe 1960s, I'm going to say about
15 We'll ask you more specifically 15 40 million pounds.,
16 with regard to Die Molding in a second. 16 BY MS. BURR!:
17 We're due to take another break, Okay? 17 Q Okay. Per month, per week, per
18 A Okay. 18 yrpar?
19 THE VIDEQGRAPHER: We are 18 A Year. Annual,
20 going off the record. The lime 20 Q Okay, Correct me if I'm wrong,
21 is approximately 12:01 p.m, 21 but ! think you indicated that with regard to
22 (Short recess taken.) 22 the heat resistant molding compound, that was
23 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Wa're back 23  but a smatl percentage of the 40 million
24 on the recard. This is {ape 24 pounds on an annual bas!s that was produced?
25 twa. The time is approximately 26 A Heat resistant represantod about a
L Paps 102 rape 104
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third of that.

Q IPm sorry. | did misunderstand.
Okay. So 33 percent or a third of 40 million
pounds would be -

A Approximately 30,

Q Right. Would bo the heat
resistant molding compounds?
A Correct.

Q Ckay. We were tatking before that
the raw materiat that went to Die Molding
from GE, the actual —~
A Finished product,

Q - finished products of your
molding compound, that when that was dumped
out of its containar, it would create a cloud
of dust. | think that's ~

A Correct.
Q - the words you used,
A Correct.

Q Was this something you would have
actually witnessed or only heard about?
A You couldn't avoid not seeing It.
Q Okay,
A 1mean, it wasn't'going to blot out
the air, but it was thick enough so that you
Pape 10§
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after you had produced —~

A After the fact. After 1966.
Q rmsorry?

A After 1966.

Q Okay. So prior to 1966, there was
no — no effort that you know of or no
testing that you know of within your fah to
control the dust that was generated from this
operation of dumping your finished products
from its shipping container Into someplace
clse?

A That would be kind of a technical
answer, but yes, we did, in that we used to
control what we used to refer to as fines in
the finished product. And we put that at a
level to keep the dust to a minimum,

Q What caused the dust?

A  The grinding operation. [ talked

about friability. The grinding process where
that ribbon biender grinding these particies
against each other and it would just break
off fine particles.

Q Do you know like if you —~ well,
do you know the size of the bags or drums
that your products pormally shipped in?

Fups 107

could see it.

Q Okay. But you weren't at Die
Molding when these things occurred or any of
these other piaces, were you?

A Pdbe in other plants. 1 never saw
it at Die Moiding.

Q Okay. Did you do some tests -
test runs yourself to see at any point how
bad the dust was that was generated In that
operation of emptying the container?

MS, MOHAN: 'm going to
objecl to that question.,
B8Y MS. BURR:

Q Well, he can answer. You can
answer it if you understand what | mean.

A Well, we mentioned earlier about Union
Carbide introducing a dust free, and how !
developed the method of allaying dust in our
compound. Yes. We did develop a testing.
After that paint, we did develop a test to

determine what level of dust was actually
visible.

Q Okay.
A It was done on a scaie of one to five.
Q Okay. So this was all - this was
Pupe 106
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A We shipped in fifty pound bags. That _
was the standard bag weight. The drums, we
and all of our competitors used three sizes.
A 55-galton drum, a 59-gatlon drum, and a
51-gaiion tirum.
They could hold anywhere from 250

to 300 pounds of material,

Q Okay. Now, if you dumped one of
the smaller fifty-pound bags out onto the
floor, right, for instance, do you know how
much -- how high the dust would rise in the
air?
A Ten, twelve inches,

MS. MOHAN: Don't guess if

you don't know,
BY MS. BURR:

Q Yeah. Don’t guess. Do you know?
A I'mjust guessing. | don’t know ~ |
can't really give you an answer,

Q Okay. is this response, would
that be the same for the larger drums, that
you don't reaily have a --
A The trouble with drums - | can't
speak for Die Molding. But just about every
molding shop I'd ever been to that was using

Tage 1%
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1 material shipped in drums used a vacuuim 1 bilock was going t0 be, how many connections
2 system to unload them, And the vacuum system | 2 - ['ve seen thom no bigger than a pack of
3  would go into a -~ what they call a cyclane, 3 cigarettes. I've s¢on them as big as 12
A where they collected material before it went 4 inches high, 8 inches wide, three inches
5 into the hopper they Were eventually going to 5 thick.
6 dump itinto. And on the bottom of that, o] Q OKay. Butwith regard to the type
7 they had a canvas stocking hanging. It 7 that Die Molding was making, do you know what
8 would rest on top of the plic of material in 8 they were making?
9 the hopper. @ A ltdon't know. 1 never saw what they
10 And there would be no dust there, 10 were, what they were for,
11 because the material would just fall in the 11 Q Do you have any personal knowledge
12 closed container. And in the cyclone where 12 as to when it was that Die Molding was
13 the dust was beihg generated, it would just 13 purchasing GE product for its terminal block
14 be sucked off to a dust-collecting system. 14 molds?
15 Q Okay. But, then, if that was 15 A As | said,  wasn't familiar what Dic
16 true, what was the source of the need for a 16 Molding was using of -
17 system of reducing the dust that was flrst 17 Q Okay. Well, you said you knew
18 developed by Union Carbide, then you guys? 18 they were in the handles for pots and pans?
19 A Woll, fike | 5aid, about 60 percent of 19 A Yeah. | knew they were that. That's
20 it was in paper bags. They were dumped. You |20 why | say, they had to be using 12916 from
21 know, manuaily dumped. 21 GE. Because that was our offering.
22 Q Fair enough. On page 14 - by 22 Q Do you know what -~ would there
23 page 14, I'm referencing page 14 of the 23 have been a different product numbar from GE
24 interrogatories for General Elgctric in 24 associated with molding compounds for
25 response to question 12, About midway in 25 terminal blocks?
P (09 Pape 111
1 that first paragraph it says, "in addition, 1 A 1don't know what Die Molding used for -
2 GE’s phenolle molding compounds were sold to | 2 terminal blocks. Most of the terminal blocks
3 Die Molding Comp. for use and manufacture of 3 other companies ~ they used an impact
4 terminal blocks for electrical cornponents. 4 crate,
5 The terminal blocks contained approximately S Q Okay. This interrogatory response
6 30 percent chrysotile asbestos.” 6 says thatit used ~ the terminal blocks
7 Can you tell me what - whata 7 contained approximately 30 percent chrysotile
8 terminal block for an electrical component 8 asbestos. So from what you told us, they had
9 is? o g to be buying a heat-resistant grade.
10 A Aterminal blockisa~ It's a 10 A if i contained 30 perceont asbestos,
11 connection for a number of different wires 11 it had to be a heat resistant.
12 coming into a - you look at it, you see the 12 Q Looking back at your — was there
13 little metat screw. You'd hook a wire. 13 any period - strike that.
14 Underneath there wauld be another one. There |14 Did there sver come a point where
15  would be a set of these. Depending on the 15 GE put any kind of warning label on any of
16 size of the blocks, there could be as many as 16 is compound product that contained asbestos?
17 36 temminals in there. 17 A Notto my knowledge.
18 Q Okay. I'm thinking like a battery 18 Q Okay. That would be right up to
19 terminal in a car? 19 and including —
20 A No. I'm thinking more a connection of 20 MS. MOHAN: You're just
21  anumber of wiring systems all coming into a 21 talking about the 19605, Right?
22  central point. 22 MS. BURR: No, I'm moving
23 Q Okay. How big is a typicai 23 now -- now I'm moving right up to
24 toerminal? 24 the point where | said that he
25 A Depending on how big the terminat 25 first starled working on the

Tape 112
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1 asbestos-free heat-resistant 1 discussions, would you have been involved in
2 compound, which was in the eary 2 that level of discussion?
3 part of ‘71, 3 A Notreaily. it would just be passed
4 A Right 4 down to me.
5 BY MS. BURR: 5 Q Okay. | know you're not here to
6 Q Right? And | think you told us 6 testify about the safety hygiene issues or
7 that that compound came on the market in*73? | 7 specialties because you're not a safety
8 A Well, the decision was made in 1971 to 8 hygienist. Correct? But!was going to ask
9 discontinue the use of asbestos. We just 9 you - do you recall a guy named Larry
10 said anything that contained less than ten 10 Derringer, working at the Pittsfield plant as
11 percent, and ten percent was just an 11 the industrial hygienist in 19627
12 arbitrary number. But less than ten percent 12 A I'm not familiar with the name.
13 asbestos, take it out, 13 Q@ Okay. Do you remember a guy
14 Q Take it off the market 14 called Fred Toca? T-o-c-a.
15 immediately? 1 A No.
16 A lmediately. No work of any kind 16 Q Towards the end of your time in
17 being done. Just replace it with either 17 the seventies?
18 aluminum silicate or calcium carbonate, The 18 A I'mnot familiar with him.
19 materials containing more than ten percent 19 Q Do you know, as you sit here
20 asbestos were considered heat-resistant 20 today, who any of the industrial hygienists
21 compounds. They required some work, 27 were that might have interacted with the
22 Q Yes. And you told us what alt you 22 phenol division?
23 had to do to try to find a resojution. 23 A Notindustrial hygienist, no, | just
24 A Yes. 24 never - the industrial hygienist would have
25 Q Or a replacement mineral for 25 been involved more in the manufacturing. in
Page (13 Page 135
% 1 asbestos. 1 the time period when they were around, | was |
' 2 A Vmjust saying how — less than ten 2 over in the R&D building.
3 percent was discontinbued. 3 Q Okay. There was that period of
4 Q Okay. So with regard to the - 4 time in the sixties when you were more in the
5 those small amounts of general purpose 5 plant?
6 compound formulas that had lesser amounts of { 6 A Yes,
7 asbestos, two or three percent | think you 7 Q Right?
8 said, those would have been pulied 8 A Weil, that's where the asbestos was.
8 immediately? 2 | mean, that's where we used most of i,
10 A Immediately. 10 Q@ You have a recollection of any
11 Q Whea the decision was made. 11 industrial hygienists empioyed over there at
12 Okay. The heat-resistant compounds had to be | 12 that division at that ttme?
13 sold until there was a replacement product. 13 A idon't know.
14  Correct? 14 Q Was there one? Would there have
15 A  That's correct. 15 been one?
16 Q That's the product I'm talking 16 A [Ican't say. | really can't.
17 about. After you knew that ashestos was 17 Q Was there social interaction
18 hazardous, did GE put tabels on any of the 18 amongst the ~
19  packaging of that heat-resistant molding that 19 A Awhat?
20  still contained .- 20 Q Was there social interaction
21 A lcan'trecall ever doing it. 21  amongst the people working in building 105?
22 Q@ You don't recat| any discussions 22 A Onawmanagement level, yes.
23  about whether or not they would do it? 23 Q Okay. Was the industrial
/ 24 A No. 24 hygienist department such as it was, or if
L 25 Q CQkay. If there had been 25 there was, would it have been located in
Trape Ui Page | 1o
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1  building 105? 1 A Transformers is a separate entity
2 A I'mgoing-- no. fcan't. That's 2 altogether.
3 guessing. 3 Q They had their own sales staff.
4 Q You donw't know? 4 That's what 'm driving at. Right?
5 A 1don't know. S5 A Different management system entirely.
& Q Okay. I'm moving ahead in the 5] Q Okay. So, in the sixties, do you
7 interrogateries just clearing out things. On 7 know wha the sales manager was for GE?
8 page 15, the answer to interrogatory number | 8 A Al Bzulda. Spell that one.
9 12 ] Q Al Bzilda?
10 MS, MOHAN: This is the 10 A B-z-ul-d-a.
11 question, Dick. See, there is 11 Q Okay. And it's fair to call him
12 the question, and then that's the 12 the sales manager for phenaol products in the
13 answer, 13 sixties?
14 BY MS. BURR: 14 A Sales manager for the chemical
15 Q Yeah. Where it says answer. It 15 material department.
16 says in there GE has no business records 16 G Okay. Which later became the -
17 demonstrating manufacture, design, supply, {17 A  Plastics department.
1€ sale, and distribution of any phenolic 18 Q --plastics department. How tong
19  molding compounds to be moided into flat 19 did he serve as sales manager?
20 irons, pots, pans, or handles for covers of 20 A Hewas there when t got there. And
21 pots and pans to Die Molding between ‘60 and | 21 I'm going to say he served until about 1969
22 '68. That's been the representation of the 22 or'70. | know he served until *69 or '70.
23 company. 23 Q He's a fellow that wouid be older
24 They don't have any sales 24 than you then, right?
25 documents or anything like that. ljustwant [25 A  He what?
Page tiY Page 179
1 to make sure, you know, in things that you 1 Q He would have been older than -
2 may have retained in your personal 2 you. Right?
3 collection, you don't have any documents that | 3 A Yes. Well, not much. Because his
4 would indicate the amounts of sales or the 4 wife graduated from high school with me. He
S types of sales to this company. 5 warried a Pittsfield girl.
6 A  iwouid not have them, no, 6 Q Do you know if Mr. Bzulda is still
7 Q Okay. Where was the sales staff 7 alive?
8 located at Pittsficld? 8 A ldon'tknow. The last I'd heard, he
8 A Well, the sales manager's headquarters 9 was out in Catifornia.
10 were in building 105. 10 Q What's his wife's name?
11 Q ipresume there was asales manager (11 A  Her malden name was Overbaugh.
12 for the phenolic molding compounds? 12  O-v-e-r-b-a-u-g-h. Martha.
13 A Inthe 1961."66 period, phenolics were 13 Q Would he have been somebady you
14 about the only thing we were actually 14 would have socialized with because of the
15  selling. Lexan hadn't come into the market 15 connection you knowing his wife?
16 yet. 16 A inwork | talked to him frequently.
17 Q Okay. When you say we, we're 17 On a social status, no. Not realty.
18 talking about that plastics —~ 18 Q No. You didn't do movies or
19 A Yes. 18 dinner parties?
20 Q - side of GE's business up there? 20 A Company type partics we'd meet.
21 A Yes. 21 That's about all. But as for going to each
22 Q So that's all you were selling — 22 other’s house, no.
23  well, you were seiling transformers, | 23 Q How big was his staff? Do you
24 presurme. That other side of the Pittsfield 24 know? Inthe sixties?
25 business,

25

A He had e¢ight salesmen working for
Puge 120
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1 him. 1 Q L-y-n-n?
2 Q Okay. Was that pretty much true 2 A L-e-n. Short for Leonard.
3 through the fifties and sixties, or was there 3 MS., MOMAN: Leonard.
4 an expansion? 4 BYMS. BURR:
5 A That was true up until 1969, '70. 5 Q Ebert?
6 Then they expanded the sales staff, 6 MS. MOHAN: Ebert or Eber?
7 Q They expanded it after that? 7 A E-be-r
8 A Yeah. When Lexan came into the 8 MS. MOHAN: Eber.
9 market. They needed a bigger sales force. 9 A Don Smith. Frank Strobino.
10 Q In the fifties there were about 10 BY MS. BURR:
11 eight salesmen, and in the sixties there were | 11 QG French?
12 about eight salesmen? 12 A 5tro — S-t-r-o0-b-j-n-o.
13 A Correct. 13 Q What's his first name?
14 Q Youremember a guy, | think his 14 A  Frank,
15 name was - let me look. | had that on the 15 Q Oh, Frank.
16 tip of my ~ Glenn Eberhart? 16 A  We had one out in California. But
17 A lthearditin Mr. Dew’s reporting. ! 17 can't think of his hame to save me.
18 never heard of him in my life. 18 Q Okay. But the guys you mentioned,
19 MS. BURR: Can we go off for 18 these ones were all based in Pittsfield.
20 a second? 20 Cormrect?
21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are 21 A They weren't based in Pittsfield.
22 going off the record. The time 22 They lived pretty much in the territory they
23 is approximalely 12:41 p.m. 23 were covering.
24 (Off the record.) 24 Q Okay. That's interesting. How
25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're hack 25 would you even know who they were?
Page 321 Page 123
1 on the record. The time is 1 A Everytime they made a reportor a ]
2 approximately 12:42 p.m. 2 call on a customer anywhere, that were
3 BY MS. BURR: 3 required to write sales call reports. When
4 Q Okay. | think you were saying, 4 the sales call reports came back to
5 WM. Barker, that you saw the reference to a 5 Pittsfield, they were circulated to
6 Glenn Eberhart in Mr. Dew's deposition, and 6 everybody. Everybody In our group.
7 you don't recall that name at all? 7 Q Why would that be?
8 A idon't recall that name at all. 8 A Sowe would know what was going on in
9 Q Do you honestly think Mr. Dew was 9 the field,
10 mistaken in his recollection? 10 Q What would be in those sales
11 A Very possible. 11 reports typically?
12 @ Can you tell me, because your 12 A Pardon?
13  memory's heen so good, { bat you can tefl e | 13 O What kind of information would be
14 who the sales force was in the fiftics and 14 contained in those sales reports?
16 sixties besides Mr. Bzuida. 15 A  Oh, any problems the customer may be
16 A  Mr. Bzulda. Was Harry Akerman. Al 16 experiencing with what material. Any changes
17 Wymore, 17 in his order. Many times It was just stop in
18 Q Wait a minute. Akerman. Wymore, 18 and see you type.
19  how do you spell that? 18 Q Okay. So to the extent that you
20 A W-y-m-o-r-e. 20  at some point heard that Union Carbide had
21 Q First name? What's his first 21 fixed the dust problem with its product, you
22 name? 22 probably heard that on some field report?
23 A AL 23 A Oh, yes. Those would all be included
24 Q AL 24 in the call reports.
25 A LencEber. 25 Q Okay. Any salesmen -~

Page (22
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A Any competitive activity would be of
interest,

Q Do you know offhand who was in the
territory that would have served Die Molding,
that part of New York?

A 'mnot sure.

@ Can't even hazard a guess?
A I'mgoing to say Len Eber.

Q Okay. That's pretty close to
Eberbhart. Right?

A  Yeah.

Q Do you know where Len Eber lived?
A North Jersey area somewhere. Eight
people trying to cover the United States,
they rmust have some pretty wide territories.

Q 1guess. Did he - strike that.

Is he still iving? Do you have
any idea?
Al have poidea. |lost track of him
when I left GE,

Q Do you recall while we're talking
names here, do you remember a Mr. L.D.
Burkinshaw?

A Last name again?

Q Burkinshaw. B-y-r-k-t-n-s-h-a-w,

Puper 125
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from the wage hour laws.

Q Okay. S0 that means you did take
a physical or you did not take a physical?

A Weall -1 had to take it.

Q So you think you might know Dr.
Paff from your days of taking a physical?

A He must have given me 2 couple of
physicals.

Q Do you recall reading anything he
wrote? Do you recail reading anything he
wrote?

A No, ldon't. No,!don't.

Q Any other doctors who worked for
the company that you recall during your fime
there?

A The one | recall most vividly would be
Dr. Stein. S-t-e-i-n. He was the medical
director for most of my employment period at
GE.

Q Okay. Do you remember a doctor
Kline? K-l-i-n-e,

A No.

Q Do you know Dr. Stein's first
name?

A 1don'treally. | knowit, butl
Page 127
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A No, |l dont
. Q At the time when the division was

still known as the chemical materials
department. So that would be the fifties
probably,
A lcan'trecall that name.

Q Okay. Do you recall a guy hamed
David Guilbault? G-u-i-l-b-a-u-it.
A No, |l deon't. )

Q Do you recall a doctor who may
have been a medical director or an associate
medical director of the Pittsficld complex
named David Paff? P-a-f-f.
A | heard the name. | didn't know him.

Q Do you know the context in which
you wouid have heard of Dr. Paff's name?
A  GE Pittsfield had a fairly good sized
medical center. And all the salary exempt
employees had to take an annual physical,
done at that center.

Q Okay. And all employees would
include the salaried people like yourself?
A Salary exempt people. There are two
types of salary, Salary nonexempt and salary
exempt. That merely means we were exempt

Pope 126
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can't recat} it.
Q Do you recall any instunce where
any of the medical staff of the Pittsfleld
plant sent any kind of memorandums inta
research and development regarding asbestos
exposure? '
A Idon't, I can't recall anybody ever.
Q During your time at GE, did you
ever hear that any of your employees, meaning
the production people involved in the molding
compound making process, any of them come
dowp with an asbestos-related disease?
A Not to my knowledge.
Q Were thore any during your time at
GE, any suspicious deaths of GE employcoes
that people thought might have been related
to asbestos?
A Not that ! Know of,
Q Who has a watch?
THE WITNESS: It's five of
1.
MS. BURR: 1 think we should
take a lunhch break.
THE VIDEQGRAPHER: We're
going off the regard. The tirne
tape 128
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1 is approximately 12:50 p.n. 1 represented like the entire department. !
2 {Lunch recess taken.) 2 may have known people, but | can't recalt
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Wc are 3 their names. ‘
4 back on the record. The lirme is 4 Q@ Okay. You're saying they
5 approximately 2:02 p.m. 5 represented the entire research and
6 BY MS. BURR: & development department?
7 Q Okay, Mr. Barker, when we took 7 A They would represent at that time the
8 the lunch break, | was asking whether or not & chemical and materials department.
9 you'd recalied any documents ever coming info | 9 Q Okay. So you think it's possible
10 research and development from the medical 10 that there were people
11 director or his staff conceming asbestos. 11 A Oh, there were people that belonged 1o
12 And you said that you didn't recall any. 12 it
13  Correct? 13 Q - that belonged to those
14 A Right. 14 organizations at earlier points than you ever
15 Q OCkay. Prior to 1970, did you ever 15  did?
16 see any internal GE documents directed to 16 A Correct,
17 employees or to GE's customers in your 17 Q Is it Pittsford or Pittsfield?
18 division for phenol molding compound warning | 18 MS. MOHAN: Pittsfield.
19  of expgsure to ashestos fibers or dust? 19 Q We've been told that GE has no
200 A No, 20 records concerning any industrial hygiene
21 Q Prior to 1970, did you ever sce or 21 studies about asbestos that might have been
22 hear about any studies or warnings presented {22 conducted at the Pittsfield plant In the
23 to GE by the producers of the asbestos 23 sixties. SoI'm going to pose the question
24 products that they purchased? 24 to you.
25 A Notto my knowjedge. 25 Were you ever aware of any studies
Mage 129 Pupe 131
1 Q Prior to 1970, did you or anybody 1 done internally by industrial hygiene
2 you worked with that you know about inthat | 2 concerning the use of asbestos?
3 research and development side of thingsat | 3 A lamnot. No.
4  Pittsburgh — or Pittsfield, rather - did you 4 Q What about studles in general
5 ever attend any industry seminars on the 5 concemning other of the materials that the
6 subject of ashestos? 6 production workers were exposed to on the
7 A Ne. 7 plastics side?
8 Q 1think you told us eartier, you 8 A Jcan'trecall any,
9 yourself did not belong to any professional | 9 Q [f there were such studies
10 organizations. : 10 performed, would they have found their way to
11 A lwhat? 11  research and development?
12 Q You didn't belong to any 12 A They might have got to the research
13 professional organizations? 13 and development manager. He wouldn't have
14 A Not while l was at GE, 14  passed it down to us unless it really
15 Q What was the organization that you |15 concerned us.
16 belonged to later? 16 Q | forget. During the sixties you
17 A With PLENCO? 17 told me who the manager was.
18 Q Yeah. 18 A Research and deveiopment? Frank
19 A Society of Plastics Engineers, or 19 Florentine,
20 SPE. And the Society of Plastics Industry. 20 Q Right. Did he have an underling?
21 SPL 21  Somebody directly underneath him that might
22 Q Do you know whether anybody you |22 still be living?
23 worked with belonged to either of these 23 A Frank?
24 organizations in the sixties? 24 Q Yesh.
25 A AtGE, they had a group of people that {25 A  The only one | can think of is a man

Paps: 1'1)
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1 by the name of John Netson. If John is 1 Dbasically.
2 alive, he's got to be in the his mid- 2 Q Okay. And, so, you're telling me
3 eighties. 3 that there wasn't any reference in writing
4 Q John Nelson? 4 that you made to the handtling of the asbestos
‘5 A Right. 5 wmaterial components of the certain products?
(5] Q N-g¢-l-s-0-n? 6 A No, there wasn't. Well, caution to
7 A  N-edlds-o-n. Right 7 people to make sure the weight were correct
8 Q Was John Nelson still employed at 8 going in. That was on all raw materlafs.
3 GE at the point you left? 9 Q Okay. The weight of the raw
10 A No. He retired before | did. Or 10 material, all raw materials. Okay. As far
11 before | left GE. 11 as you know, with regard to the phenol
12 Q Okay. Before '82. And you don't 12 products division at Pittsfield, were any
13 know whether he's alive or not ative? 13  measures taken prior to 1972 to protect the
14 A ldon't. 14 GE employees from asbestos exposure
15 Q Anybody eise up in higher rank 15 specifically?
16 than you and just beneath Dr, Florentine 16 A Nothing special,
17 whose name you can recatl? 17 Q Okay, You've testified - you've
18 A  Directly involved with R&D, no. 18 testified that there - -
19 Q Do you know whether GE ever 19 A 1 mean, respirators were avaitable.
20 employed a toxicologist at —~ 20 Q But not commonly empioyed. Right?
21 A Notto my knowledge. 21 A Yeah,
22 Q Apart from your annual physicat, 22 Q And then of course, around 72,
23 were you aware of whether or not your health [ 23  you stopped making the general purpose
24 was being monitored for any reason during 24 compound that had asbestos. Correct?
25  your time at General Electric? 25 A November of '72 we stopped using
Iape 133 Page 133
1 A Notto my knowledge, | wasn't. 1 asbhestos entirely. -
2 Q Woere you aware, for instance, that 2 Q is that when your new product came
3 GE had a medical surveillance program for its 3 on the market then, or was that later?
4 employees at Schenectady for their exposure 4 A Actually, they started phasing those
5 tosilica dust? 5 products in the early part of '72. There
6 A lwouldn't know, 6 were some custamers that insisted on the old
7 Q Why wouidn't you know that? It 7 asbestos filled compound. Until sometime in
8 just wouldn't be information -- 8 October or sa a decision was made we're going
9 A Different department. Different city. 9 to put a cutoff date, at which time there
10 You know, we wouldn't be associated with 10 will be no more asbestos.
11 them. 11 Q Were you supplying the people who
12 Q ©Okay. Do you know whether or not 12  still wanted it from stock on hand as opposed
13  amedical survelllance program for the 13 to, you khow, beyond a point that you had
14 production employees was ever started at GE | 14  actually stopped producing it?
16 Pittsfield during your time there? 15 A By the time we actually stopped using
16 A Not while | was there. 16 it, we had pretty much depleted our inventory
17 Q When you developed operating 17 of asboestos-containing - and just
18 instructions for in.that 1969 to '70 period, 18 manufacturing from order,
19 did you - did those operaling instructions 19 Q Did you gver hear of Dr. Irving
20 contain any poliey or procedure regardingthe |20 Sax. $-a-x?
21 use of asbesfos in the products that they 21 A No.
22 were used in? 22 Q Do you know whether his book,
23 A No. They were basicaily what kind of 23 Handbook of Dangerous Materials, was in the
24 temperatures you would use on the equipment, | 24 library at 105, building 105?
25  processing times, how to run the machines, 25 A |can't say definitely.
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1 Q Was there a collection of regular 1 library on that patent research, | didn’t
2 books as opposed to the patent materials we | 2 spend an awful 1ot of time there.
3 were talking about? 3 Q@ The room the tibrary is in,is it
4 A Oh,yes. There was all kinds of 4 bigger or smaller than this conference room
5 technical magazines and books. 5 thatwe're in in this hotel?
6 Q Okay. Trade publications and 6 A !would say it would probably be about
7 things like that? 7 as big as this room,
8 A Yeah, Like Modern Plastics Magazine. 8 MS. MOHAN: Just so the
9 And also books that raw materials suppliers 9 record reflects -+ and I'm not
10 may put out about their product. Mighthave |10 very good at this, would you say
11 thatin the library. 11 this is 12 by 82
12 Q Was the actual GE headquarters in 12 MS, BURR: 12 by 87
13  Pittsfield? 13 THE WITNESS: The tiles ate
14 A No. GE headgquarters, when 1 first 14 two foot square.
15 started with GE, was Lexington Avenue in New | 15 MS. MOHAN: How much?
16 Yark City. Later they moved it to Fairfield, 16 THE WITNESS: Count the
17 Connecticut, 17 liles. They're two foot square.
18 Q Were you ever in that Fairfield, 18 MS. BURR: it's got to be at
18 Connecticut headquarters? 19 least -
20 A No,lhavent. That was way above 20 MS. MOHAN: 14, 16, 18, 20.
21  my management level. 21 MS. BURR: Yes. It's at
22 Q Pardon me? 22 least 20 feel long and probably
23 A That was far above my management 23 about 16 feel wide,
24 level. 24 A 1count about 20 wide.
25 Q So you don't know what was part of 25 BYMS. BURR:
Page 137 Page 119
1 the headquarters building in Fairfield, as in 1 Q It's 20 wide and 20 something
2 terms of what they had there, other than 2 fong. Maybe 30.
3 executive offices? 3 A Twenty-six foct,
4 A Jwouldn't have the foggiest idea 4 Q Twenty by twenty-six. Lined with
5 reafly. 5 shelves, or filing cabinets, or what?
6 Q Okay. | mean, do you have a 8 A Pardonme? Shelves mostly, and there
7 notion that the library in building 105 was 7 was an open space in the center with tables.
8 broader than needed for the operations that | 8 Q Okay. If you needed an edition of
8 occurred up in Pittsfield? 9 Plastics Magazine frorn 1966 and it was 1968,
10 A ldon't think it was broader than 10  would you just ask Dorothy to produce it, or
11 needed. it was pretty thorough. Theyhada {11 was there a mechanism for finding —
12  woman in charge of that fibrary who kept 12 A ldon't know what the retention time
13 abreast of the types of things that should be {13 was. Magazines probably tossed out once a
14  there. 14 year. May have had a cutoff, say a yoar,
15 Q Do you remember her name? 15  The new magazine come out, she threw the one
16 A No, ldont. Dorothy. | can remember 16 that was a year old outf.
17  her first name. 17 Q Okay. But the question was if you
18 Q Was she a younger woman or older | 18 were looking for a magazine that was a year
19 woman than you? 19 old, say, would you go find it yourself, or
20 A She was an older woman. 20y did you have to use her to find It for you?
21 Q Was she retired before you left? 21 A Either way. If you could find it
22 A Oh,yes, 22 yourself. If not, ask her.
23 Q Did they replace her? 23 Q Did you bring Dr. Sax’s book?
24 A Imnotsure. |really - you know, 24 MS, MOHAN: | don't have it.
25 outside of that one time | was in that 25 MS. BURR: ) sent you an
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BY MS. BURR:

Q So you never heard of this Dr,
Sax?

A No.

Q i 1told you he wrote a book
about asbestos, dangers of asbestos exposure
to the workers in Schenectady ~

MS, MOHAN: Excuse me.
What's the name of the titie of
the book? You have the book?
MS, BURR! 1don't have the
‘book. Handbook of Dangerous

Materials. And 'l rephrase the

~ question. You can strike that
BY MS. BURR:

@O NO U W

Q - you don't recall whether or not
you saw anything about agbestos in those
documents, those publicattons in the sixties?
A 1never recall reading it.

Q Are you aware of an organization
called the Industrial Hygiene Foundation?
A No.

Q Did you ever hear of Sedgwick
Claims Management, incorporated? Sedgwick
Claims Management?
A No.

Q Doesn't mean anything to you?
A No,

Q 1 told you that was a company
that administered workers’ comp claims for GE

Page 192

16 for a period of time, does that refresh your
Q Okay. But suffice ta say, you 17 recollection?
18 don't recall the book? 18 A No, it wouldn't.
19 A tdon't 19 Q Did you ever have a workers’
20 Q Did you ever hear the term 20 compensation ¢laim of any type yourself while
21 threshold limit values any time before 1971 21 you were ~ worked at GE?
22 orso when you were told that they were going 122 A No, | didn't.
23 to phase out use of ashestos? 23 {Exhibit No. 32 was marked for
24 A No. 24 identification,)
25 Q Okay. Wasn't a term omployed in 25 BY MS. BURR:
Page 141 Page 143
1 the sixties with regard to asbestos? 1 Q Moving on, I'm going to show you
2 A No 2 what we marked as Plaintiffs’ 32 today. And
3 Q Do you know whether or not there 3 it was marked in another deposition. The
4 were any medical journals in the library in 4 deposition of Mitchell. It was known as
5 building 105, like the American Journal of 5 Mitchell 2 in that deposition. Have you take
6 Medicine? 6 alook at that document.
7 A 1dowt know. !dan't know. 7 A That's a General Motors distributor
8 Q Okay. You don't recall looking at 8 cap.
9 anything that you wouid consider a medical 9 Q Hang on. Have you ever seen the
10 journal? 10 document before today?
11 A No. 11 A This document?
12 Q Can you think of any other 12 Q Yeah.
13 periodicals, or journals, or pubtications 13 A No.
14 that you recall seeing in the Jibrary there? 14 Q Do you know where it appears to
15 A Modern Plastics, Plastics World. | 15  have come from? What kind of a publication?
16 cant. 16 A Could be a technical magazine. Modern
17 Q There's a ~ you probably have 17 Plastics,
18 sean it today. There's some kind of a volume 18 Q Okay. That's — those are
19 called the Plastics Encyclopedia. 19 distributor caps?
20 A Oh,yes. That would be in there. 20 A Eight out of ten distributor caps in
21 Anybody that was a member of SPE would get a2 | 21 the U.,S. are made of GE phenolics. That was
22 copy of that every year, too. 22 true.
23 Q Itake it to say —~ 23 Q Was that true during the entire
24 MS. MOHAN: Keep your voice up. 24 sixties, when you worked there?
25 BY MS, BURR: ’ 25 A That was true from about 1955 until

g bl
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1 sometime in the mid seventies. 1 molding department?
2 Q Okay. Al those distributor caps 2 A No. Each automotive company had their
3 were made out of the heat-resistant molding §| 3 own molding department. And -~ well,
4 compound, 4 actually, { said -
5 A Theywere all made out of - with the 5 Q What's the head line? What is
6 exception of the Chrysler cap, theywere alf | & that head line?
7 made out of a3 GP compound. 7 A Eight out of ten distributor caps in
8 Q Generai purpose. 8§ the U.S.A are made out of GE phenolics.
9 A Right. 9 Q As distinct from made by GE?
10 Q And Chrysler - 10 A  Right. General Motors used one
11 A Chrysler used a heat-resistant 11 compound. Ford used another one. Chrysler
12 compound. 12 used another one. And some of the caps like
13 Q Do you know why Chrysler opted for {13 Amerlican Motors,
14 heat-resistant compounds? 14 Q Is the Chrysler cap there?
15 A It's a fairly technical but 15 A 1wish!had the cap in my hand. 1
16 nontechnical answer. 16 recognize this as being a Gesneral Motors cap.
17 Q Give me the nontechnical answer, 17 Because they had a little vent that goes into
18 A Inthe period we're talking about, 18 the side of the cap. They're the only ones
19 Chrysler had a terrible reputation in the 19 that had it
20 automotive industry of having hard-starting |20 Q You're - n reference ta Exhibit 32,
21 automohbiles in the winter time. In an 21 you're pointing to the middie picture in the
22 attempt to solve the prohlem, they felt if 22 toprow?
23 they went to a higher specific gravity 23 A The middie picture in the top would be
24 material, that would solve the problem, 24 a General Motors cap. It's a six-cylinder
25 They eventually did solve the 25 cap. Somewhere in there they've got to have
Page 193 Pape 147
t 1 problem by making something like 58 changes 1 an eight cylinder.
2 intheir ignition system. They didn't know 2 Q Do you know If these caps, the T
3 which one, or which group of changes may have | 3 ones made with the genoral purpose were made
4 solved thelr problem. And they weren't about 4 with the general purpose compound that had a
& to change anything. 5 little asbestos or not at all?
<) Q So they just continued to use the 6 A  General Motors cap, yes. The Ford
7 heat-resistant -- 7 motor cap, no. Thoy used different
8 A They continued to use it right up 8 matertals.
9 until they switched to thermoplastics. 9 Q Okay. Now, when yout say motor
10 Q Do you have an idea from leoking 10 cap, you moan distributor cap? it's the same
11 at this document as to when, whether this is 11 thing?
12 a fifties document, a sixties document, or a 12 A Yes.
13 seventies document? . 13 Q I'm nonautomotive here. What
14 A It could be any one of those, that 14 about that Chrysler cap? You see 7
15 case. 15 A The Chrysler cap was the high gravity
16 Q Any later than that? 16  mineral filled material.
17 A Sometime in mid seventies the 17 Q Right. You don't see it there?
18 automotive industry changed their entire 18 A | can'tidentify a Chrysier cap. No.
19  ignition system, went to the electronic 19 (Exhibit No. 33 was marked for
20 system. At that time, they wentto a 20 identification.}
21 thermoplastic distributor cap. 21 BY MS. BURR:
22 Q So these distributor caps were 22 Q Okay. Thank yau. 'm going to
23 made by ~ strike that. 23 show you what we marked as Barker 33 today.
; 24 These distributor caps, as you 24 Previously marked as Mitchell 3. Have you
E 25 look at them, were these created by GE's own 25 take alook at that document.
Page 146 Page 148
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A Yeah. That was, | believe, Echo. The
company that made those. The handles were
molded at a company in Watertown, Connecticut
called Watertown Manufacturers. That was
molded out of GE 12902, A single stage wood
flour fill compound. No asbestos.

Q Do you know what decade that
document --
A Pardon?

Q Do you know what decade that
document represents?
A 1960s.

{Exhibit No. 34 was marked for

identtfication,)
BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. Mitchell 4, which is Barker
34 marked today looks to be a distributor
cap. Correct? is that what it is?
A  Thatlooks like a GM cap.

Q Okay. I'll take that back. The
headiine on this ad — { guess it's safe to
call it an ad.
A Mmm-hmm.

Q Right? You think it appeared in
some kind of an industry magazine?

e 199
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system works. In the winter months in the
northern cfimates, you get a sait buildup
inside of these towers.
The material would start arcing
over and coming down the outside of these
towers and burn the tower. And once it burnt
enough of it, that tower would short out. So
one of our tests was to develop some way of
preventing that from happening,
S0 we'd run that test and
deliberately burn those towers.
Q Okay. Did the use of asbestos in
the GM product -
A It was two percent in there.
Q Right. Was It there to help avoid
this arcing problem?
A It was there, as | sald earlier, to
improve the friability of the compound.
Q Okay. We're going to have to take
a little break to change the tape, Mr.
Barker. Thank you.
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are
going off the record. The fime
is approximately 2:30 p.m.
(Off the record.)

Page $51
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A ' Passibly.

Q Did GE have their own internal
catalogs for marketing purposes?
A Not with pictures like this. No.

Q The heoad ling is, "Who Burned This
Phenolic?” Right? What's the whole point of
that?

A Well, they were to test -- yes, it was
General Motors that ran this test, This cap
as mounted in an engine would have a cable
going in the center, It came directly from
the engine coil. And that provided the
electrical power into that cap.

Then, there would be another cable
coming out of each one of these towers going
to the individual spark plugs in an engine.
Underneath this cap was a rotor spinning
around at 2 high rate of speed, and each time
it passed one of those towers it was making
metai contact with a metal contact In the
tower, passing the electrical charge from the
distributor cap to the spark plug.

The spark plug fired, causing an
expiosion in the cylinder to fire the
engine. Basically, that's how an Ignition

fage 150

P RANRACORNONB W=

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Back on
the record at 2:34,
(Exhibit No. 4 was marked for
identification,)
BY MS. BURR:
Q I'm going to show you what we
marked as Barker 4.
MS, MOHAN: Let me just say
for the record, | have an
objection to that document.
There's na date on the actual
document. { know there's a date
handwritien in on the front page
cover, But | couldn't find the
dale 1946 anywhere on the aclual
document,
MS. BURR: Righl.
BY MS. BURR:
Q If you flip through this document,
Mr. Barker, do you have an idea what it is
and where it came from?
A | don't have the foggiest idea what
they're talking about.
Q It seems to be a history of the
plastics.
Page 152
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1 A January 1945, That would be prior to 1 Q He described the process that they
2 my time. ‘ 2 were using in his deposition. Was he talking
3 Q Okay. | mean, it seems to be some 3 about compression molding or transfer
4 - I'm asking if you ever saw a book, you 4  molding?
8 know, is there some kind of a history book, 5 A 1couldn't figure out when | read his
6 the history of GE plastics, that you've seen 6 deposition.
? before? 7 Q Okay. He was not a molder
8 A No,ihaven't. 8 himsetf?
9 Q Just flip to the page that I've 9 A He was a molder. But he used terms |
10  marked with a yellow tab. I'm directing your 10 never heard of.
11 attention to the picture of the -~ 11 MS. MOHAN: You're talking
12 A Oh, this page. 12 about Mr. Donald Do?
13 Q Yes. The compression type molding 13 MS. BURR: Yeah.
14 press using preformed phenolic compound for | 14 MS. MCHAN: Mr. Dew's
1% Ivading. Okay? 15 deposition.
16 A  Preformed phenolic molding compound. |16 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. |
17 That's a typical molding -- typical 17 thought she said Mr. Hill.
18 compression molding press. 18 A  Repeat the question, please.
19 Q That's what | wanted to know. So 18 BY MS. BURR:
20 when GE had a molding operation, there were |20 Q Okay. Donaid Do, | guess was
21 presses like this in Pittsfield. Right? 21 the --
22 A Yes, therc were, 22 MS. MOHAN: The president of
23 Q 1f you were to go to Die Molding 23 the company.
24 inthe tima that you worked for GE in the 24 BY MS. BURR:
25 sixties, you would expect to sece machines 25 Q --the president of Die Molding.
Page 143 Pajre 159
1 that looked a lot like that there. Correct? 1 i think he was asked to explain the system
2 A Yes, | would. 2 for molding that was In use at Die Molding.
3 Q Because you told me that yau 3  And I'm asking you if you recall whether he
4 thought they did compression molding as one | 4 was describing the compression molding or the
5 of the types of molding that they did. 5 transfer molding?
6 A Atthat time, all they were doing was 8 A He was describing the compression
7 compression or transfer. This is a 7 molding.
8 compression press. 8 Q Okay. If you were talking about,
2] Q Does the machine look entirely 9 based on your knowledge, their business of
10 different for transfer? 10 running a lot of handles for cookwara and
11 A Yes. Because they're taking the 11 things like that, and lids, knobs for the
12  material, this middie platen, there would be 12 cookware Jids with the heat-resistant
13 achamber there -~ it might be round, it 13 compound, were they using the compression
14 might be rectangular -- where you would lay {14 molding for that?
15 the pills. One ond of it or right in the 15 A What Mr, Dew said was compression
16 center, There would be a paper spool. 16 molding. But at some point, it was also
17 Yau'd lay the piece of preferms in 17 transfer molded. Whether he was doing it or
18 that chamber, close the mold, the cavities 18 others, | don"t know. | know there was a lot
19 would all be on the bottom, and that upper 19 of transfor molding done on that application.
20 plunger would come down and force the = |} 20 Q Okay. But, just for the record,
21 material through the spool, into a runner 21 this picture, in case we ever need to use it,
22 system, and into the mold cavities. 22 we cauld present this picture and say this
23 Q Okay. And this -~ well, you read 23 tooks like a typical compression molding
24 Mr. Do's deposition. Correct? 24 machine that was in use in the 1960s.
25 A Yas. 25 Correct?

Pape 154
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1 A  That's correct. 1 A 1recognize that guy's picture,
2 Q Even though this document may have | 2 BY MS. BURR:
3 come from the forties, things hadn't changed | 3 Q It's a walk through history here.
4 much from then to the sixties? 4 We're not going to spend any time on this.
5 A Compression molding is pretty much the | 5 But you can take a quick look at the document
6 same today as it was in the forties. 8 we marked as Barker 6, which is about four
7 Q That's what | wanted to know, 7 pages.
8 Thank you very much. 8 MS. MOHAN: Continuing
9 (Exhibit No. 5 was marked for 9 objeclion to the documents with
10 identification.) 10 no dates.
11 BY MS.BURR: 11 A Nothing to do with us. That’s all
12 Q 1'm going to show you what we 12 part of taminated products,
13 marked as Barker 5 and ask you to take alook | 13 BY MS. BURR:
14 at that document guickly. 14 Q Okay. But research and
15 A Okay. They're talking about a 15 development for the laminated products was
16 single -« 16 stili at Pittstield, was it not?
17 MS. MOMAN: There’s no 17 A Some of it was. But the largest part,
18 gquestion. Got to wait for a 18 percentage was in the plant at Shockton,
18 question, 18 Ohion. '
20 BY MS. BURR: 20 Q Shockton, Ohio?
21 Q Just look at both pages. The 21 A Right.
22 question| haveis -- 22 Q ) told you these documents were
23 MS. MOHAN: { have the same 23 the late forties before you even started at
24 objection to this document 24 GE, do you know at the time you started
25 because | don't recall seeing a 25 whether there was any plant at Shockton?
’ Puge 157 Page 159
1 date on this one gither. 1 A The plants were there when | started.
2 MS. BURR: Okay. I'm going 2 And as tar as R&D was concerned, the only
3 to ask him. 3 thing, we had one guy working on decorative
4 BYMS. BURR: 4 laminates. This would not fall in that
5 Q We think this document is from 5§ category,
8 about 1955. | want to know what you think, 6 Q Just generally - [ don’t know.
7 A lwould tend to agree. 7 Was there asbestos used in the laminates?
8 Q You would tend to agree? Okay. 8 A 1can't say with any degree of
9 Looking at this document, we tried to get it 9 certainty. .
10  in color for you. Do you know where this 10 ¢ You were never involved in any of
11 document came from? Were they pages outof { 11 the formulations for those products?
12 some other kind of manuat, or - 12 A No, | wasn't.
13 A  Both of them look to me to be an 13 Q Okay. Thank you.
14 advertisement in some kind of a techuieal 14 {Exhibit No. 7 was marked for
15  rnagazine. 15 identification.)
18 Q Okay. Fair enough. And this 16 BY MS. BURR:
17 fast-cure, general-purpose molding compound |17 Q I'm going to show you what we
18 that's on page one, 12900 biack, 12301 brown, |18 marked as Barker 7, have you take a look at
19 did that product at that time contain 19 that.
20 asbestos, do you know? , 20 THE WITNESS; Recognize that
21 A No. That was a general purpose 21 building? That's the one vou and
22 compound. 22 | et in the first time.
23 Q That's it. 23 A Yeah. That's the old molding shop,
24 {Exhibit No. 6 was marked for 24 BY MS. BURR:
25  identification.) 25 Q Okay. In reference to Barker 7,
Pagr: £58 Paper 1K
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1 you're looking at the picture on the first 1 Q If | told you we think this
2 page of that ~ the second page of that 2 document was from about 1947 —
3 document, which appears to be amagazine { 3 A  Could be. Any time in that period.
4 article, Right? From Modern Plastics? 4  Anywhere from 1928,
5 A Yes. He was before my time. | didn’t 5 Q Okay. Butl think you told us at
& know him. 6 least during World War Il GE"s whole facility
7 Q But the picture you saidis a 7 up there was pretty much geared to the war
8 photograph of the molding shop? 8 effort.
9 A That would be on page one. 9 A Yes, itwas.
10 Q Right. At Pittsfield. Right? 10 Q It wasn't until after the war that
11 Did it look the same when you gotthere in |11  GE marketed itself as a mold maker. Right?
12 the fifties? 12 A Well, they did before the war, too.
13 A Hasn't changed much, 13 Q Okay. Okay.
14 Q Okay. Thank you, 14 {Exhibit No. 9 was marked for
15 {Exhibit No. 8 was marked for 15 identification.)
16 identification.) 16 BY MS. BURR:
17 BY MS. BURR: 17 Q Barker 9, this is out of Modern
18 Q This is a document we marked as 18 Piastics Encyclopedia, again, undated. Well,
19 Barker 8, appears to be some other kind of }19 it says GE 1947, hut who knows. Take a iook
20 trade thing for GE. And i don't have a 20 at the picture and the caption underneath.
21 duplicate copy. 21 And then I'll take that back because | don't
22 MS. MOHAN: Same conlinuing 22 have another copy.
23 objection. | don't see a date on 23 A Yeah, That's some kind of a finishing
24 that document either. 24 operation.
25 A That's the old tool raom. 25 Q Okay. Looking at Barker 9, you've
Pape Lot Pase 1Ha
1 BYMS. BURR: 1 indicated that the photograph depicted
2 Q The old? 2 indicates a woman employed in a finishing
3 A Tool room. 3 operation with a mold. Correct?
4 Q Tool room? 4 A With a molded part.
5 A Yes. That was before my time, too. 5 Q With a molded part. Okay. As
6 Q That's a photograph of somebody 6 distinct from the actual process of making
7 working? 7 the mold?
8 A Looks like he's making a mold. 8 A Correct.
g Q Yeah. It says mold maker at a 9 Q The retference to —~ at the top,
10 Gorton duplicator. What is -- 10  when they're talking about when jig drilling
11 A He's making a moid. 11  large holes and thermo setting parts, air
12 Q Okay. He's making a mold? 12 blasts directed at cutting edges prolong
13 A He's cutting steel. 13 dritl life?
14 Q In order to make molds with the 14 A Alot of the molded parts, after they
15 plastic, you've got to have a mold to work 15 were molded, required sorme type of machining
16 in, with. Right? 16 operation in order to put the part, usually
17 A That's correct. Need a steel mold, 17 drilling and tapping. Machine life,
18 chrome plated. 18 phenolics are mildly abrasive. And they do
19 Q Did GE do that, the actually steel 19 wear out drilis.
20 cutting for the molds there in Pittsfield? 20 We're constantly seeking a way to
21 A When they had the molding operation 21 improve that and improve the drill life of
22 they did. 22 the machine like a machining tool.
23 Q You said they were out of the 23 Q Would the process of air
24 malding operation by about 1950 something? |24 blasting -
25 A Yeah. By 1960s they had sold it. 25 A Thatwas ~ when they drill a

Fage 162
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Paype 166

1 machine, a part, these chips that come out, 1 BY MS. BURR:
2 you use the air blast to blow it away. 2 Q Thank you. Same question for
3 Q Okay. When you're saying littie 3 Barker 11.
4 chips, you're talking about littie chips of 4 A Again, that's all faminated parts.
5 the molded piece. Corroct? 5 Q Those are all laminated parts?
6 A  That's correct. After it was drilled 6 A Yes.
7 away. 7 Q None of them were made at
8 Q Do you know if that air blast 8 Pittsfleld. Right?
9 would create any kind of a dust in the 2 A No.
10 immediate area of the aperator? 10 Q For the record, you don't know
11 A Usually, a fair good sized chip, they 11 whether or not, or you do know if any of
12  weren't likely to become air borne. They 12 these depicted parts contained asbestos as a
13 would just blow away and drop. 13  component?
14 Q | think Mr. Hill testified as to 14 A 1don't know. Likel said, it was a
15 an air blasting process used in the mold 15 laminated product. It looks to me something
16 making companent? 16 that was machined out of a laminate. But
177 A MHewasn'ttalking mold making. Hewas |17 what the formulations were, | don't hive the
18 talking in cleaning the mold after the mold's | 18 slightest idea.
12 open. 19 (Exhibit No. 12 was marked for
20 Q Cleaning out the mold after you 20 identification.)
21 remove the mold. Right? 21 BY MS, BURR:
22 A When the mold opens and ejects the 22 Q Okay. I'm going to show you what
23 molded part, there is some leftover material {23 we marked as Barker 12, Direct your
24 that stays on what they called the mold lance. [ 24 attention, | think there's an arrow.
25 They were referred to as flash, it kind of 25 MS. MOMAN: fthave a
Page to§ | Pape 167
1 stuck a little bit. 1 continuing objection. That one
2 They would take an air hose with a 2 doesn't have a date either,
3 brass extensjon nozzle on it, kind of poke at 2 BY MS. BURR;
4 it, and hit it with a blast of air and blow 4 Q Okay. In the second column it
5 itaway. The flash is very thin materiaf, 5 starts out, “A new, high impact asbestos
6 Depending on the size of the lance, it could 6 fabric filled molding material has been made
7 be a half an inch, an inch and a haif wide. 7 in two impact grades.”" Do you see that?
8 Depending on the size of the mold determined] 8 A Boy, that wouid be ~ that would be
9 how long it would be. g more than asbestos to get that kind of impact
10 But this is cured phenolic 10 strength.
11 material. Not something that wouid generate |11 Q it says these materials prima —
12  dust. 12 A CFl120. That's two foot pounds per
13 {Exhibit No. 10 was marked for 13 inch of notch. That's strong.
14  identification.) ' 14 Q 1 says they were developed for
15 BY MS. BURR: 15 ship board insulation. And of interest in
16 Q Okay. Barker 10, you can just 16 industrial switchboard applications.
17 take a quick glance. But all those 17 A I'd have to bet --
18 photographs in that document pertain tothe |18 MS. MOHAN: Don't guess.
19  laminating process? 19 Don'l guess.
26 A Yes, 20 BY MS. BURR;
21 Q And there's no machinery depicted 21 Q Firstly, do you know when this
22 that was in use in the molding process? 22 toxt was written? What decade?
23 A No. 23 MS. MOMAN: Just for the
24 {Exhibit No. 11 was marked for 24 record, I'm going 10 objecl. We
25 identification.) 25 don't even know where the

Pager 108

42 (Pages 163 w0 16R)

Priority Ouve Court Reporting Services - {718) 983.1234

0672972004 TUE 13:51 [TX/RX NO 8737] 4048

|




08/29/2004 15:05 FAX MCCARTER & ENGLISH LLP B 047/078

1 document came from. It doesn't 1 A That's correct.
2 appear to me to be a GE document, 2 Q Woere they known as Bakelite when
3 a GE advertisement, or anylhing 3 you were employed at GE?
4 in regard to anything that has to 4 A When | first came to GE, they were.
S do with GE. 5  That became a trade name. it became
6 A | c¢an say this much. Jtrefers to 6 synonymous with phenolics, To this day many
7 Textalite 12303 and 1423, Those were not 7 peopie can't toll them apart.
8 even numbers for the phenolic molding 8 Q Do you know when the name went to
9 compound. Those were laminate product 9  Union Carbide?
10 numbers. 10 A When Union Carbide purchased the
11 BY MS. BURR: 11 Bakelite Corporation. ! don't know when that
12 Q Okay. is Textalite a laminate 12 was.
13 product? 13 Q Do you think it was sixties or do
14 A Yes. 14 you think it was the fifties?
15 Q This is, for the record, it's page 15 MS, MOHAN: Don't guess if
16 64 of Modern Plastics Encyclopedia, 16 you don't know.
17 A It could still be Textalite, 17 A Fmunotgoing to guess. {'d have to
18 Q Okay. Sathere's some indication 18 say it's between those two dates.
19 atleast~ 18 BY MS. BURR:
20 A Of course, If you said 64, definitely, 20 Q Do you know what decade GE
21 those numbers were not phenolic molding 21 developed the Textalite product?
22 compound numbers. 22 A Thatwas there when [ came.
23 Q Okay. They were not phenolic 23 Q Okay. You started, for the

24 compound numbers. | guess the questionisit|{24 record, in 19537
25 appears, at least from this writing in Modern 25 A 4.

Page 109 Pape 11
‘% 1 Plasties Encyclopedia, that there was some i Q 4. R
2 use of asbestos in some type of laminated 2 A (Witness nods head.)
3 product. Corract? 3 Q 1954. Okay. Thank you very
4 A I'd have to agree. 4 much. ,
5 Q In the foot note the reference is 5 (Exhibit No. 14 was marked for
6§ to GE's Textalite 12203 and 1423. Correct? 6 identification.)
7 A Correct. That's in here, too. Those 7 BYMS, BURR:
8 are not compound numbers, 8 Q Barker 14 I'l give you a look at.
9 Q They're not compound numbers, 9 This one you might find - take a look at
10 A  No. T 10 that,
11 Q Okay. 11 MS. MOHAN: That document --
12 A Compound numbers would either be a 12 objection, That document aiso
13 124000 series, 12-899 series, 12-300 series, 13 has no date,
14 214,000 series. Those are the only compound | 14 A It was long before my time. Or else

15 designations,

-
(&

they were Textalite numbers.

16 Q We spoke about Union Carbide being {16 BY MS. BURR:

17 a competitor of GE's, Correct? 17 Q Allright. The heading on the

18 A (Witness nods head.) 18 document calls it a molded plastics

19 Q And that was true the entire time 18 comparator. Correct?

20 you worked at GE. Right? 20 A Awhat?

21 A Right up until they went out of 21 Q WMolded plastics comparator?

22 business. Yes, 22 A Yeah,

23 Q Okay. Before they were Unlon 23 Q You think this document predates
p 24  Carbide, | think they used to be calied the 24 your time at General Electric?
i. {25 Bakelite Corporation. 25 A Definitely.
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14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Q Why?

A Just looking at those GE numbaers, they
weren't even in use when } came in.

Q Okay. You're talking about the
fourth column, just to the left of the
column ~
A Where it says GE number.

Q Yeah., Where it says GE number.

So, 105, 1408, 12200, 12204 you don't think

weare in use when you werp there?

A Those numbers are all Greek.
{Exhibit No. 13 was marked for

identification.)

BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. I'm going to show you what
we tarked as Baker 13, which scoms tobe a
phenol product.

A I'mgoing to give you the same
answer. Those numbers are not —

Q To the extent that there are GE
numbers listed, you don't recognize them.
Correct?

A Yes. They're numbers before my time.

Q Okay. Sc under the column filler,
when you get down to ashestos fiber, asbestos

Pape 473

A 12956,

Q I'msorry?

A 12956. That was a general purpose,
fast cure material.

Q Is this the fifties or the
sixties?

A Sixties,

(Exhibit No. 16 was marked for
identification.)
BY MS. BURR:

Q Same question, Barker 16. 1 need
the decade, and | want to know if this
phenolic product was made with an
asbestos-containing compotnd.

A That's what we called a dog bone,
Looked like a dog bone. It was a test piece
to test tensile strength. it could be molded
out of any of our materials,

Q It could be molded out of any of
your materials?

A Yes. it was just a test piece in the
iaboratory. We put it into a testing machine
with a clamp on it, grab ahold of each end,
how much pressure to putl it apart.

Q Sothat's -~ what's the number on

Page 175

LN SN =

20
21
22
23
24
25

fabric, product number 70109, 12208, 1423,

and 12203, you don't know whon those numbers
were employed?

A ldonot. if they were molding

compounds, they had to be prior to 1948,

Q Why do you say that?

A Because in 1948 they went commercial,
They renumbered all the compounds.

Q Okay. So yau think this document
predates 19487
A Yes.

Q Thank you.

{Exhibit No. 15 was marked for
identification.)
BY MS. BURR:

Q Okay. I'm going to ask you about
Barker 15. This looks like one of the trade
magazine ads,

A Yesh, That was a compound we made
with our introduction into so-called
fast-cured gencral purpese line,

Q Okay. Did that product contain
asbestos?

A No.

Q There's a product number there?

Page t74

that? Barker? -
A  Barker16.
Q That's not a picture of a product
at all?
A No. If's just a test specimen.
Q A test specimen.
(Exhibit No, 17 was marked for
identification.)
BY MS. BURR:
Q Barker 17, I'm going to show you,
just ask you if you know this guy whose name
i've highlighted and whether he's still
alive?
A No. tdon't know him. You mentioned
fiis name befare.
Q Looks like he —
A That's Lexan anyway,
Q He worked on the laminate side of
things. Right? This was the reference was
to Mr. L..D. Birkinshaw,
A 1 didn't know him.
Q Don't remember him? Don't know
him?
A He was in the Lexan department.
Q Does that mean he didn't work at
' age 176
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1 Pittsfield? 1 Q You can't tell by looking at it
2 A He may have, but not in the same group | 2 what kind of molding compound was used.
3 iwasin, 3 Right?
4 {Exhibit No. 18 was markoed for 4 A It could have been anything. Every
5 identification.) 5 material we made went through that. It was
& BYMS.BURR: 6 an impacttest.
7 Q Okay. Barker 18 looks to be 7 Q Fair enough.
& another distributor cap? 8 {Exhibit No. 20 was marked for
9 MS. MOHAN: Objection. No 9 identification.)
10 dale to that ong, too. 10 BY MS. BURR:
11 THE WITNESS: Himm? 11 Q Barker 20, Here.
12 MS. MOMAN: There's no dale 12 A Thiswasa-
13 on {hat one either. 13 MS. MOHAN: There's no
14 A Ican tell you that was in the 1960s. 14 guestion pending.
15 BY MS. BURR: 15 THE WITNESS: Hmm?
16 Q Okay. MId sixties, late sixties, 16 MS. MOHAN: No question pending.
17 early sixties? 17 THE WITNESS: | was going to
18 A Allicansay Is in the sixties, 18 say, it wouldn't pertain to me
19 Q Is that a GM distributor cap? 19 anyway. .
20 A It's not a distributor cap, It's a 20 MS. BURR; Well, give it
21 fan spacer. 21 back tg him. tve gota
22 Q it's a what? 22 question,
23 A Afan spacer. 23 BY MS. BURR:
24 Q Afan spacer. Forthe fan blades, 24 Q in fact, that one is pretty much
25 you mean? 25 the same document. Well, 've got the copy.
Page 177 Fape 149
3. 1 A Yeah. The fan blades cn an engine, 1 Atthe very bottom there's a paragraph that
2 between the engine and the - on the shaft, 2 says, "Through the efforts of Mr. Kenneth
3 This was a spacer behind the fan up against | 3 Bar, manager, phenolics products section,
4 the drive pulley. 4  General Electric Company.”
5 Q Gotyou. Okay. This fan spacer 5 A  Manager of GENEL products section.
6 product, would it have been made with an & That's what he was.
7 asbestos-containing compound, or no? 7 Q I'msorry,
8 A Hdon't know what material they used. 8 A He was the manager of the GENEL
g Pdguess —again, | can't. 9 products section.
10 MS. MOHAN: Don't guess. 10 Q Mr. Barmr. Right?
11 BY MS. BURR: 11 A Yes.
12 Q Do you know if Die Molding made 12 Q And the GENEL products is what you
13 this product? 13 worked --
14 A No. ldont. That one we talked 14 A  That's correct.
15 about earlier. 15 Q --with. Okay.
16 Q Yeah., We did tatk about this 16 A  He was Frank Florentine's boss.
17 earlier, 17 Q He was the boss to Frank
18 A When | was complimenting the 18 Florentine? Do you know if Mr. Barr is still
19 photographer. That again is a test 19 alive?
20 specimen. 20 A 1ibelieve heis.
21 (Exhibit No, 19 was marked for 21 Q Where do you think he lives?
22 identification.) 22 A Hancock, Massachusetts.
23 BY MS. BURR: 23 Q Do you have any contact with Mr,
24 Q Barker 19 is a test specimen. 24 Barr?
25 A Yeah. 25 A Pardon?
Fape 178 Tagre 180
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1 Q Do you have contact with Mr. Barr? 1 products. Correct?
2 A No. 2 A That'sright.
3 Q Okay. He would have been more 3 Q Did you hear that directly from
4 senior to you than Dr. Florentine? 4 Mr. Barr or who?
5 A Hewas. Yes. 5 A Well, that's where Frank Florentine
6 Q How long was he the products € would have gotten It from,
7 section manager? 7 Q Okay. Did you not have day-to-day
8 A From1969to 1972, 8 contact with Mr. Barr?
9 Q Who was his predecessor? 9 A Oh,Pd see himin the hall, say "HI,"
10 A There was none. They created the 10 to him,
11  GENEL products section. He was the first 11 Q Did Mr. Barr have any kind of an
12 business section manager, 12 assistant?
13 Q 1§ thought you were calling these 13 A  Assistant?
14 the GENEL products in the early sixties, 14 Q Yes.
15 A The GENEL products sectionwas created | 15 A Well, he had what he would call a
16 in 1969. Prior to that, we were just known 16  staff that reported to him. Like a finance
17 as the chemical materials department, 17 manager, an R&D manager, a manufactiuring
18 Q If you turn to the second page - 18 manager a marketing manager.
18 MS. MOHAN: Justlet the 19 Q So Frank Florentine was his R&D
20 record reflect that this is some 20 wanager. Right?
21 document from Union Carbide 21 A Right.
22 Corporation. And it is — looks 22 Q On page three of this document,
23 as though it may have been 23 I'd like you to look at two, three, and
24 produced somewhere in some 24 four. Okay. Have you looked at those?
25 prociuction by Union Carbide. 25 A Pardon?
Puge 181 Pag: 183
1 it's nol 2 GE document. 1 Q You've looked at that part of the
2 THE WITNESS: No, it isn't. 2 document?
3 MS. BURR: No, 3 A Ihave.
4 MS. MOHAN: Page lwo. You 4 Q Okay. Firstly, number three,
9 want him to look at page two? 5 there’s a reference to a conversion factor to
8 MS. BURR: Yes. Where it 6 weasure asbestos particles in the air.
7 says, "The intent of the 7 Correct?
8 meeling.” 8 A Correct.
9 MS. MOHAN: Let the record 8 Q Okay. Prierto 1971, were you
10 refiect, you've never seen this 10 aware of any - any standard for measurement
11 document before, 11 of asbestos particies in the alr?
12 THE WITNESS: No. 12 A Iwasnot
13 BY MS, BURR: 13 Q At number four, it says, "Hooker
14 Q it references a meeting that was 14 Chemical Corporation reports they use mine
15  held in June of 1971. 1 just wondered 15 safety appliance company dust foam number 66
16 whether you heard about that meeting. 16 respirator, and General Electric Company
17 A No. 17 stated they also use this unit.”
18 Q Okay. On the second page, you see 18 Do you know what that unit was?
19  the reference to David Guilbauit and David 19 A Whenwas that? 18717 That would
20 Paff, M.D.? That's where | got their names 20 have had to have been the canister type
21 from, 21 respirators that were available.
22" A Yeah, 22 Q That's what you call that was
23 Q 1 think you did tell me it was 23 available in the GE plant? Canister type
24 sometime in ‘71 where you began to hear that {24 respirators.
25 they wanted to take asbestos out of the GE 25 A ltwas,
Pape 182 Page R4
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1 Q By 1971, had you noticed if any 1 A That's correct.
2 more of the production workers in the phenol | 2 {Exhibit No. 22 was marked for
3 production division were using respirators? 3 identification.)
4 A §never noticed an increase. 4 BYWMS. BURR:
5 Q At number 8, there's a discussion 5 Q Okay. I'm going to show you what
8  —there's an indication that they discussed 6 we marked as Barker 22 and have you take a
7 this issue of asbestos dust in the handling 7 look at that document. And the questionis
8 of empty product bags. Correct? 8 whether that's a document you ever saw in a
9 A Yes, 9 library in building 105.
10 Q And that's the same issue that 10 A  Notthatl recall.
11 caused you to work on developing a product | 11 Q Okay. This is a publication of
12 that reduced the dust? 12 the Nationa} Safsty Council from the 1930s.
13 A No. That was after that one. That's 13 But i guess the question for you is: Were you
14 the kind of thing that made us decide to go 14 . did you ever in the fifties and sixties,
15 out of the ashestos business. 15 was the library in the building where you
16 Q Okay, | forget. When - it was 16 worked receiving this publication?
17 69 to'7Q07 is that when you introduced 17 A What was the date on that?
18 that product to lay down the dust? 18 G 7This publication is dated 1830s.
19 MS. MOHAN: Are you talking 19 But I'm wondering whether there was a
20 about the dedusling? 20 pubtication in the fifties or sixties called
21 MS. BURR: Yes. I'm talking 21 the National Safety News that you saw?
22 about the product that he worked 22 A lcan'trecall.
23 onto — 23 {Exhibit No. 23 was marked for
24 A That was back In the early sixties -~ 24 identlfication.)
25 late sixties. 25 BY MS.BURR:
Page 185 Pap: 137
1 BY MS.BURR: : 1 Q Barker 23 is an edition of )
2 Q 1think it was '69 to "70. Butl 2 Southern Power & Industry News magazine of
3 don't know why i think that. 3 unknown date. Let me ask you if you've ever
4 A '67to’'69, 4 seen editions of a newsletter or a magazine
5 Q Okay. 5 from Southern Power & industry?
6 A Butthat's adifferent type of dust 5 A thavenot.
7 than we're talking here. There they're 7 Q Turning to the second page,
8 talking about the raw asbestos dust. 8 there's a photograph of a guy with some kind
9 Q Okay. Fair enough. There was 9 of a machine used for collecting atmospheric
10  acircumstance where the raw — you recall the {10 dust samples. You see that?
11 problem for the GE workers was raw asbestos |11 A Yes.
12 dust? 12 G Okay. Did you ever - well, did
13 A Correct. 13 research and development own a machine for
14 {Exhibit No. 21 was marked for 14 that purpose?
15 identification.) 15 A No,
16 MS, BURR: Barker 21 | think 16 Q Were you ever aware of a machine
17 we're geoing to skip over because 17 like that belng used to collect air samples
18 we've already addressed the 18 in the production department for the --
19 issue. It's the interrogatories 19 A Notto my knowledge.
20 from the other action, Miller 20 (Exhibit No. 24 was marked for
21 versus GAF. | wanted to ask him 21 identification.)
22 about Dr. Sax. Okay. 22 BY MS. BURR:
23 BY MS. BURR: 23 Q Barker 24 references some kind of
24 Q But you've already told us that 24  symposium from 1952. And the only reason |
25 you don't ~ you never heard of Dr. Sax. 25 present this to you is for names. On page
L Pape 10 fape 188
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1 twa, about midway down under Kling, Mr. 1 But!'m wondering whether you - have you
2 Edward M. Kline, from Cleveland. You don't 2 ever heard of a place calted the Trudeau
3 know him? 3 Sanitorium, in Saranac Lake, New York?
4 A Sounds like he would have been with 4 A No,  haven't.
5 the lamp department. 5 Q Barker 27 is a fetter referencing
6 Q Okay. 6 - from 1950 referencing a study that was
7 A Cleveland. 7 heing carried out at Saranac Lake.
8 Q Moving forward to the Bs, a coupte 8 {Exhibit No. 28 was marked for
& pages in, it says page 16 at the bottom. In 9 identification.)
10 the middie of the page there's a B. Vosberg, 10 BY MS. BURR:
11 M.D., General Electric Company, Schenectady, ;11 Barker 28 is titled, "Fellowship
12  New York. 12 Report, Number §0," of a group known as -«
13 A Don'tknow him. 13 apparently, from - generated from something
14 Q Don't know him. Okay. Thank 14 called the Asbhestos Textile Institute,
15 you. 18 MS. MOHAN: I'm going to
16 {Exhibit No. 25 was marked for 16 object to this document. | don't
17 identification.) 17 see anywhere in this document
18 BY MS. BURR: 18 that indicates that GE was a
19 Q Barker 25 Is a newsletter from the 19 member of the American Textile
20 industrial hygiene foundation called 20 Institute,
21  "Foundation Facts.” This one’s dated July 21 MS. BURR: Or the Asbestos
22 '52. The question for you is whether ot not 22 Textile institute. Right. I'm
23 you have any recollection of secing 23 just asking him, do you think «-
24 "Foundation Facts™ as a publication in the 24 do you have 3 recollection of
25 library in building 1057 25 seeing any document fike this in
. Pagi 18Y Tage 191
1 A '51,'52, 1 waspt there, 1 the library of GE? .
2 Q | mean afterwards. 2 A No,ldidn't.
3 A Oh,no. No. | don't recatl. 3 {Exhibit No. 29 was marked for
4 {Exhibit No, 26 was marked for 4 identification.)
5 identification.) 5 BYMS. BURR:
6 BY MS. BURR: 6 Q Okay, Barker 29 pertainsto a
7 Q Barker 26 is a 1942 publication of 7 symposium or meeting that was held between
& the National Safety Council, is there , 8 Johns-Manville and GE in 1973, And there's a
9 anything in there that looks familiar to you g list of attendees from General Electric
10  trom an earliertime? 10 Company. And | was just going to have you
11 A What? 11 scan that list and see if you knew any of
12 Q Does that document ook familiar 12 thosec people.
13 itoyou? 13 A i Knew Ed Deck.
14 A Na. Notatall, 14 Q How did you know Mr. Deck?
18 Q As you sit here, do you recoliect 15 A He was a safety engineer for the
16 whether or not there were any documents from | 16 chemical and metallurgical divisions. He was
17 the National Safety Council in the library at 17 headquartered in Schenectady, New York. The
14  building 105 at Pittsfield? 18 chemical materials department fell under the
18 A |can't say with any degree of 19 chemical and metaliurgical division. And he
20 certainty. No. 20 used to visit our plant on oceasion.
21 Q Okay. Thank you. 21 Q He would be the one, | suppose,
22 - (Exhibit No. 27 was marked for 22 that might have called for monitoring of the
23  identification.) 23 employees if there was any or air quality
24 BY MS. BURR: 24 testing if there was any. Correct?
25 Q I'm going to skip over Barker 27. 25 A ]would guess so.
Pape 190 Pupe 1412
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1 Q As far as you know, he never did 1 of a guy from Johns-Manvitle who spoke at
2 that? 2 this 1973 conferance. I'm dirccting your
3 A He talked more just generally overal! 3 attention to the second paragraph where it
4 plant safety. 4 says, "Jack's been with JM since 1961.”
5 Q You don't recali any conversations 5 Actually, | believe it's the remarks of Bili
6 with him concerning asbestos? 6 Bartlett, who's a JM guy. But he's speaking
7 A No. ldon't. 7 1o General Electric.
8 Q Do you know when you knew him? | 8 He sald, "Jack's been with JM
9 Was it in the sixties, in the seventies? 9 since 1961 and involved in the environmental
10 A While I was working as the process 10 heaith field since '64, when the first
11 control engineer back in the late fifties, 11  meeting on the biclogical effect of asbestos
12 early sixtles. 12 was held in New York just 2 hop and a skip
13 Q Okay, And at least as of 1973, 13 from herg in the Watdorf Astoria.” You see
14 when this document was generated, he was (14 that?
15 still employed by GE, it appears? 15 A Yes.
16 A Itseems so. Yes, 16 Q Okay. Did you ever hear of a
17 Q Okay. You don't know whether Mr. 17 meeting between GE and Johns-Manville in 1964
18 Deck is alive or dead, do you? 18 concerning asbestos?
18 A | would have no idea. 19 A No,lhaven't,
20 Q Is he a younger guy than you or 20 Q Thank you.
21 older? 21 {Exhibit No. 31 was marked for
22 A Hewas older than ) was. 22 identification.)
23 Q So how old would he be today, do 23 BYMS.BURR:
24 youthink? 24 Q Barker 31, have you take a quick
25 A iwould say in 1959 | would have been |25 look at that?
Trage 193 Pape 195
PRI
3\ 1 1 inmy early thirties, | would say he was 1 MS. MOHAN: 'm going to
2 probably about seven, sight years older than | 2 object to that document. it's
3 L 3 Asbestos Worker Magazine, |
4 Q s he the only one whose name you 4 says nothing aboul GE. Doesn'l
5 recognize? 5 look as though -
6 A  Theonly one ! recognize. He's the 6 MS. BURR: | know. |just
7 only one. 7 have a general question.
8 Q There's a few people on the second B MS. MOMAN: Okay.
9 page. 3 A What was the question?
10 A Two of those guys were in industrial 10 BY MS. BURR:
11 heating, and two of them in power 11 Q Flip —~ just look through it
12 transformer. 12 briefly. Okay. That appears to be a copy or
13 Q Okay. You know that because you 13 an excerpt of parts of a copy of Asbestos
14 know them? 14 Worker Magazine. And do you know -- do you
15 A  Fort Wayne, Indiana was headquarters 15 have any recoligction of seeing Asbestos
16 for industrial heating, and Rome, Georgia was | 16 Worker Magazine in the library materials in
17 small power transformers. 17 building 10587
18 Q Okay. Your remark is taflored to 18 A No.
19 the fact that you recognize where they work? | 19 Q We're going to take a break now
20 A Right. | don't know the names. 20 because she's got to change the tape.
21 Q Or location. Okay. 21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're
22 {Exhibit No. 30 was marked for 2 going off the record. The fime
23 identification.) 23 is approximately 3:25 p.m.
24 BY MS, BURR: 24 {Off the record.)
* 25 Q Barker 30. These are the remarks 25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back
Page 194 Page {96
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1 on the record. The time is 1 vyour attorney. And it appears to be in part
2 approximately 3:30 p.m. 2 some of the contract documents involving the
3 BY MS. BURR: 3 sale of the GENEL products division to PLENCO
4 Q Okay, Mr. Barker. We're nearing 4 in‘s2.
5 the end here. But we were looking at 5 The first letter an the first page
6 Asbestos Worker Magazine before the break. | 6 there, tho signature is E.F. Barrier, Jr.
7 Within this magazine - this magazine happens | 7 A | did not know him,
8 tobe dated 1964, And | think we can concede | B Q You do not know him?
9 that because it said — the headfine is, 9 A {know everybody else on the list, but
10 "Johnson-Humphrey Elected.” 10 did not know tWm.
11 There's an article there by Dr, 11 Q Wwith regard te the people on the
12 Selikoff concerning asbestos. The date on 12 ist, can you tell me just briefty who they
13 that article Is 1964. The question | have 13 all were?
14 foryou is: Had you ever seen that article 14 A spoketoa soon. A coupie of theml
15  before today? 15 dan't know. Blickenburger, he took Frank
186 A No, i haven't. 16 Florentine's place. So he was my immediate
17 Q Had you ever heard of Dr. 17 manager,
18 Selikoff? 18 Q So he was the successor to Frank
19 A No, | haven't, 198 Florentine?
20 Q Thank you. 20 A Actually, he was the second successor.
21 {Exhibit No. 35 was marked for 21 Q Second successor. What was his
22 identification.) 22 first name?
23 BY MS. BURR: 23 A First man's name was Mike.
24 Q We're going to jump now to Barker 24 Q No. JR
25 35 because we've aiready looked at the other {25 A Oh, J.R. John, [ don't know what the
Page 197 ’ Page 199
1 ones. And this is just another document. 1 R.stood for.
2 It's called, "The Industrial Hygiene Progress 2 Q Do you think he's stlll alive?
3 Reports.” | believe it is a publication of 3 A Yes. lunderstand he just left GE not
4 the Industrial Hyglene Foundation. 4 too long ago.
5 A Sounds likeit 5 Q When did he start? Or when did he
G Q Okay. Within that document there 6 - was he there in the seventies?
7 happens to be another reference ta Dr. 7 A No. He started sometime in the 19 —
8 Selikoff. But your testimony is you've never 8 I'mgoing to say the late 1980s. Late
9  heard of the guy, 9  1970s.
10 A That's right. 10 Q Late 1970s. Okay. After asbestos
14 Q Andltake it ~there's a 11 was already out of the phenol products?
12 photograph here indicating that there was a 12 A Yes.
13 panetl composed of Dr. Selikoff and other 13 Q Do youremember who was between
14 persons in 1964 representing the nation's 14  him and Frank Florentine?
15 first cooperative sffort by an Internationat 15 A A guy by the name of Mike Bertolucci.
16 Labor Union, Industry & Science consuiting 16  B-e-rd-l-u-c-¢-i,
17  with Government 0 undertake a heaith 17 Q Now, is Mr. Bertolucci, was he an
18 research program for industrial workers. Are |18 organic chemist like Dr. Florentine?
19 you aware that there was such a program 13 A Hewas a BAT chemist.
20 undertaken? 20 Q Do you know where he got his
21 A lamnot. 21 degree, his Ph.D?
22 Q Okay. Now we're going to 22 A ldont
23 backtrack just to Barker 2, {had a couple 23 Q You think he's stiil alive?
24 of questions. Probably not the one you 24 A 1llast talked to him sometirme In
25 wanted, This document was supptied to me hy {25 2000,
Fage 19% Paye 2B
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1 Q It's B-e-r-t? 1 Q So, the use of the words
2 A  Bert — B-e-r-t-o-l-u-cc-l. 2 “pelietizing” refers to how the material
3 Q Where was be living in 20007 Do 3 looked inits finished form. Right?
4  you know? 4 A That'svight.
5 A Well, he left - he left GENEL, and he 5 Q !already asked you -«
& went to the GE plant in Mount Vernon, indiana| 6 A  I'm going {o take back what | just
7 as R&D manager. And he left GE. 1 don't 7 said about Paul's patent. Go down to
8 know where he is now. 8 pelictizing phenolics with a calender roll.
9 Q Okay. Was he still working at GE 9 Go back to this Appendix B.
10 when you left in '827? 10 QG Okay. Well, Appendix B, what?
11 A No. He had already left GE. 11 A Pelletizing phenolics with a calender
12 Q Okay. Was he the -- | forgot what 12 voll. Five or six items down from what you
13  you told me. But Dr. Florentine, when did he {13 have highlighted. That was the patent that
14 retire? 14 Paul had. This other methed, | don't know
15 A Sometime in the 1970s. Mid seventies. |15 what it refers to,
16 Q Okay. So Dr. Florentine was at 16 Q Okay. That's all { wanted to
17 the helm right up until the point that 17 know. Ithink that's all the questions |
18 asbestos was removed from the product? 18 have. Let me take a look at my notes.
19 A Yes, hewas, 19 MS. BURR: Can we go off for
20 @ And beyond. Okay. There's an 20 a minute?
21  Appendix B In this document. Letme find it |21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are
22 for you. Appendix B is eatitled, "lnvention 22 going off the record. The time
23 Disclosures.” And there are ~ there's a 23 is approximately 3:40 p.m.
24 numbers column. 8CG138. 8CG140. 24 (Off the record.)
25 A Phenolic material. 25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back
Page 201 Pape 203
1 Q Right. Is that a patent number? 1 on the record. The lime is
2 A HRmight be, Aman by the name of 2 approximately 3:45 p.mn.
3 Paul Barker held a patent on pelletizing. 3 MS. BURR: Mr. Barker, I've
4 Q Was he a GE guy? 4 asked you questions all day long.
5 A  Yes, he was. ] I just want to state for the
6 Q Did he work with you in research 6 record pow, at this point, I've
7 and development? 7 finished my questioning.

8 A No. He was in the manufacturing 8 CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. MOHAN:
9 area. His title was shop operations 9 Q Mr. Barker, good afternoon. Cathy
10 manager. 10 Mohan. |just have a few questions for you,

11 Q Was this in the sixties or 11 and then we'll let you go. You're here today

12 earlier? 12 being deposed in the Terrance Hill matter.
13 A HKwould be in the 1970s. 13 That's corrcot?
14 Q 1thought that it was -- well, 14 A Yes.
15 strike that. 18 Q And as part of your preparation, 1
16 Was this pelletizing phenclic 16 asked you to read Mr. Hill's deposition. Is
17 material, did that pertain to the molding 17 that correct?
18 compound making process or the molding 18 A That's frue.
19 process? 19 Q And you read Mr. Hill's
20 A ltwas — Pelletizing is manufacturing 20 deposition?
21  material or making the compound. 21 A ldid.
22 Q Okay. 22 Q And are you familiar with the job
23 A There are a number of ways of doing 23 duties of Mr. Hill?
24 it. Paul just happened to do that, the way 24 A He was amolder.
25 we used. There are other ways of doing it. |25 Q And did Mr. Hilt work in a
Page 202 Pugre 204
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department calied the premolding department
at Die Moiding?
A From his deposition he worked in the
moiding department,

Q And did he work ~ | shouid say
did he work with premolded material?
A He worked with premolded — preformed
material.

Q Preformed material. Could you
explain to us what preformed material is7?
A Die Molding would receive the
material, it would be in powder form.
Praforming merefy means to take the powder,
automatically fed into a cavity. The cavity
could be rectangular, it could be square, it
could be round. in Die Molding's case they
used a reund preform.

The cavity had a bottom plunger
that comes up, has a top plunger that comes
down. They come together, and they campress
the material into a hard shape. Whatever
shape that that cavity is, that's the shape
of the preformed. I's ejected. Kicked
out, Just keeps repenting itself over and
over.
rage 205
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dust with these preformed materiais.
A Not at that stage. No.

Q Did Die Molding ever make fiat
iron handles for GE?
A No.

Q And why would Die Molding have not
made flat iron handles for GE?

A General Efectric flat iron division

was under the GE housewares. They had a
plant in Ontario, California. It was totally
captive. They made everything for the flat
irons themselves.

Q So GE would not have hired out or
subcontracted out a small company like Die
Moiding to make their flat iron handles i
they had this big company, big division in
California making it for themselves.
Correct?

MS. BURR: Object to form.
A That's correct.
BY MS. MOHAN:

Q As part of your preparation for
this deposition today, did 1 also have you
readt Mr. Donald Dew's deposition?

A Youdid.

Fage 207

28

Q In what stage did Mr. Hilf in the
motding department receive the materiat?
A It would be in a preform shape.

Q Describe what that material was,
the thickness of it, the hardness of it.

A The hardness would be measured by an
instrument called a durometer. And usually
around 6,500 durometer scale. The size of

it, that depends on the molder. 1t could be
anywhere from an inch in diameter up to four,
five inches in diameter.

Q What did Mr, Hill describe the
size —~ what did he describe the size as
being?

A He said it was like & cupcake.

Q When he received it, was it hard,
hard to break? He couldn't break it with his
hand?

A No.

Q So when ~ by the time Mr, Hill
received the product to work with it, it was
already made in this preformed hard
material. Is that correct?

A That's correct.
Q And there wouldn’t have been any
Fugae 06
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A That's right.

don't know.

being asked about the number of pounds per

A  Correct,

Q And Mr, Donald Dew was the
president of the Die Molding Corporation
between the 1960s and 1970s. Is that
correct?

Q And I'm going to refer you - |

MS, MOHAN: Do you have Donald
Dew's deposition?
MS. BURR: | actually do.
Yes.
BY MS. MOHAN:
Q I'm going to refer you to the last
page of Donald Dew's deposition. Page 164.
And it goes over to page 165, where Mr. Dew is

day a molder might be working with.

Q And| want you to just read that,
and I'm going to ask you same gquestions for
it.
A  Okay.

Q And onto the next page, too, Mr.
Barker. Right there on the top.
A Yes,

Pap 208
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Q Now, Mr. Donald Dew does say that
this was a great approximation, but he
answers yes to a question that says that
approximately 2,000 pounds of phenolic
molding compound was used in an average day
from 1960 to 1966, per person, which would
have equated 120,000 pounds of material on
any givon day.

Do you think that could possibly
be accurate? 120,000 pounds on any given day
for the size of Die Molding?

MS. BURR: Object to form.
A I'd say it's an unusuatlly high
number. In tho 1960s, that would represent
about 60 percent of GE's total production.
That calculates to about 30 million pounds of
materiat a year, based on an eight hour day,
three shifts, 12,000 pounds - 120,000 pounds
turns into 600,000 pounds a week or 30
mitlion pounds a year.

1 don't know of any phenolic
customer that even came close to that
number,
BY MS. MOHAN:

Q And that's based on your

IMage 207
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you tofd us your visit to Die Molding
occurred in the 1980s. Correct?
A That's correct.

Q Not the 1960s. Okay. Would it be
fair to suggest that perhaps a plant like Die
Molding, which } believe had several hundred
employees, could have used 15 million pounds
on an annual basis of molding compound
materiai?

A Vd be very surprised because a
customer that big -- put it in perspective,
Our largest customer at GE was Delce Remy
division of General Motors. They used eight
and a haif million potinds of compound a year.
That was an account just about every
manufacturer of phenolic material wanted very
bad.

f wouldn't say it was the biggest,
but it was one of the biggest. ]

Q Okay. But that account could have
been buying from other providers as well.
Correct?

MS. MOHAN: What account?
MS. BURR: The one he mentioned?
A Delco Remy?
Pape 211
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axperience of being in the business for more
than 40 years and having even visited the Die
Motlding plant. Is that corroct?
A  That's correct.

Q In the 1960s, was there a
particular company that was the major
supplier of phenolic molding compounds for
pot handies and lids ?
A It was either PLENCO or Durex. They
wera both big in that business.

Q Did they have a reputation for
having the right phenolic molding compound to
make pot handles and pot lids?
A Theydid.

Q Was GE have a small market share
of the phenotic molding compound for pot
handles and lids?

MS. BURR: Object to torm.

Go ahead.
A Yes, we did,
BY MS. MOHAN:

Q | have no more questions. Thank
you, Mr. Barker.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. BURR:
Q Now, just for the record, | think

Page 210
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Q Pelco Remy. Or did they buy
strictly from GE?
A No. They bought from: others. We only
had the distributor cap business and what
they called the rotor business. PLENCO sold
thom compounds for other applications. Union
Carbide sold them semoe compound.

We weren't the sole supplier. But

we had the major share of the business.
8Y MS. BURR:

Q Okay. But the fact is, you
haven't s¢en any documents of Die Molding, so
you really don't know how hig their business
was?
A This is based on what Mr. Do said.

Q Okay. And so you think Mr. Dow
overestimated somewhat?
A tdo. | think he probably added an
extra zero on that 120,000 pounds. Even that
would be a lot of compound.

Q You spoke earlier about the cioud
of dust that generated in the sixties when
people dumped the 50-pound bags, one or more
of them, out into a bin, onto a floor,
whatever, Correct?

-
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1 A Yeah. When they get up to the hopper, | 1 MS. BURR: fdon't have the
2 take a bag, take a knife, cut it open and 2 article itself. Righl. Il's
3 just tip the bag down. 3 reprinted in this magazine,
4 Q Right. 4 BY MS. BURR:
5 A The first bag, if the hopper is empty, 5 Q Did you know In the 1960s that
6 the first bag is going to generate a sizable 6 those who were interested in asbestos
7 dustcloud. The second bag, not as much 7 exposure were saying that the traveling
8 because the material is not going to fall as 8 nature of the floating fibers endangered not
9 far. 9 only the warkers intimately contacted with
10 Q You've indicated to us you're not 10 the asbestos, but for all the other people
11 a student of asbestos exposure in any 11  working in the plant?
12 respect. Correct? 12 MS. MOHAN: I'm going lo
13 A No. 13 object lo the form of the
14 Q In fact, your testimony has been 14 question. Can | see that?
15  you didn't know a thing about it in terms of |15 Yeah. Just for the record,
16 it being hazardous to humans until the early | 16 this is tatking about insulation
17 1970s. Correct? 17 work. This is talking about
18 A That'sright. Inthose days, it was 18 insulation. It's nol talking
19 considered a nuisance dust. 19 about phenclic molding
20 Q Okay. So U'm correct in assuming 20 compounds.
21 that you have no idea that ashestos fibers, |21 MS, BURR: Right. But with
22 orice airborne, could travel distances? 22 regard to ashestos in general.
23 MS. MOMAN: I'm going to 23 MS. MOHAN: it doesn't
24 object to the question. Object 24 specifically say asbestos in
25 to the form of the question. You 25 general. Infact, it
Pupe 213 Page 268
1 can answer if you know the 1 specifically says insulation.
2 answer, Dick. 2 BY MS. BURR:
3 A No,idon't. 3 Q Regardless. But with regard to
4 BYMS.BURR: 4 phenol molding compound, the product that was
5 Q Where's that "Asbestos Worker” 5 dumped - well, strike that.
¢ magazine? 8 The raw product or the final
7 MS. MOHAN: it was one of the 7 product that left GE and was the raw product
8 last oneas, 8 to Die Moiding was asbestos-containing in the
9 BY MS, BURR: - 9 context of the heat-resistant compound
10 Q Okay. In this "Asbestos Worker" 10 material. Correct? '
11  magazine we fooked at fromn 1964, thereisan {11 A True.
12  article that was published in the American - |12 Q And in the cloud of dust that
13 the Journal of the American Medical 13 generated when that type of product was
14 Association, April 6th, 1864. And in that 14 dumped coutd well include asbestos fibors,
15 article the ~ 15 could it not?
16 MS. MOHAN: Just so the 16 A It could. But at that point, it would
17 record is clear, you actually 17 probably be a very low concentration.
18 don't have the article. You're 18 Q And you don’t know, as you sit
19 reading from something that's 19 here today, how much of a concentration
20 paraphrasing the atticle? 20 anybody would have to breathe in order to
21 MS. BURR: No. The article 21 contract mesothelioma?
22 is here, it's in the Asbestos 22 A No,lden't
23 Worker magazine. 23 Q That's all | have. Thank you very
24 MS. MOHAN: That's what I'm 24 much,
25 saying. You actually don't -- 25 CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS, MOHAN:
Page 214 Fage 216
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1 Q | just have one more question. 1 CERTIFICATIONOF WITNESS
2 Mr. Hill didn't work in the area or in the 2 I have read the foregoing transcript of my
3 department that actually got the phenolic 3 deposition and find it to be true and
4 molding compound bags in. Is that correct? | 4  accurate to the bes( of my knowledge and
5 A No. That's correct, S5 Dbefief.
6 Q Okay. 6
7 MS. BURR: We're finished. 7
8 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This is &
g the end of the deposition. There 9 RICHARD BARKER
10 are three lapes total. The time 10
" is approximately 4:01 p.m. 11
12 12  Sworn and subscribed to before me on
13 13 this day
14 14 of . 2004
15 15
16 16
17 17 Notary
18 18 My Commission Expires
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
Pape 317 Pupe 21U
{ 1 CERTIFICATE
- 2 |, DEBRA deHAAS, a Notary Public, do hereby
3 certify that prior to the commencement of the
4  examinalion
5 RICHARD BARKER
6 was sworn by me (o testify to the truth, the
7 whole truth and nothing but the truth.
8 | DO FURTHER CERTIFY that the
9 foregoing is a true and accurate transcripl
10 of the teslimony as taken stenographically by
11 and before me at the time, place and on the
12 date hereinbefore set forth.
13 { DO FURTHER CERTIFY that t am
14 neither a relative of nor emnployee nor
15 altorney nor counsel for any of the parties
16 1o the action, and that { am neither a
17 relative nor employee of such atlorney or
18 counsel, and that | am not financially
19 interested in the action.
20
21
22
23 Notary Public
24
Lo]25
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