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/""~.. . ' GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA / qf«A'

K74
. MIRES DEPARTMENT EALGOORLIE, v
The Manager, Oth Novexzber, 1961,
Australizn Blue Asbestos Pty, Ltd,,
¥ I
Dear Sir,

Inmpections and tests made at Jour mine have proved that dust,
prevalent to your Mining and Milling Sections threatens or tends to the bodily
injury ¢f persous in or about your mine,

O This dust menace is also aggravated by dust arising from areas built
op from Mill tailinge,

(\ Nedical axaminations of workers whe efther are smployed or have been

aployed ont your properties at ¥ittenoom have stown that a dangerous dust menayice
18 present, -—

AS 3ou are avare, a party cooprising myself, the District Inspeotar -
©f lines for Veatilation, and the District Inapector and tha Workmon's Inspector
of Mizes for the West Filbarrs Goldfields have now betwesn us ooxpleted
izepections and exanimations of your mine workings,

Tis party was brought by me to Wittencom to anine tbe progress
of your dust control projects; to obtain information of the present overall
pumwbmumuWMMMrwun .
o2 Australian Blne Asbestos Pty, Ltd, at ¥Witteooom, the extremely serious ’
and dangervns position which s present. —— -

1 Iave noted the work carried cut by you and your departmental officers

and sppreciate that you have with wﬁly limited resources contitued to
attampt to control the dust mensce,

Our exarinations have shown that motetthstanding your continmus work .

the dust menance has not declined, and therefore I mist confirm my verbal requests
a8 follows: .

>

1. By Virtue of Section 22 of the Nines Regulation Act No. 54 of 1946, T request .
that 1zmediate and complete work and methods be undertaken and contimved to <
eradicats the dust mensnce on and in your Mining Tenements 1a the Hazmersly Ranges,
1 wist alm0 refer you to Section 49 ef the eaid Act vhick includes ®,.ce00cee °
be shall net use anything or work sn a Place that 4s unsafe or apparently unsafe®,
12 the request 15 Dot itzodintely and Satisfactorily attended I will have wo -
" alternative other than to declare the mize and il a8 unente,

- —— —
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3. The requirement of Regulaticn 180 of the Mizes Regulation At and Regulations
st be fulfilled in tt's entirety,

Reforring %o Sub-section 2 of this Begulaticn I now tuform Fou thats

(3 Whilst the presamt nethod of underground Hining continues, air-eater
Jots st bo used at all tinee at ell places where dust is gonerated,
These placés inciude all faces after 2iring, all scraper ways when 4o
use, al) clutes, ore passes, aud ore transfer points,

Siatlar Jets must alw be inatalled and used in the Milling Sections at

arn places where dust 1a escaping into the air and whepe the installadtion
of sane will ot interefere with treatnent,

({H)

Dust arising from tailings at the tailings bin, tailings dunp, and all
srene builtiup with mill tailings 1a a Puisance to parsons euployed om
thas and in theiyr vicinity and detrinental to their health and such
places must be conetantly sprayed or sealed to offectively lay the duet,

. —— — ———
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3. luch duet 1s at41l S3caping from the Mi1l sections and aleo from the
ui}l Dust control unit exbausts, This dust ie polluting the atmosphere,
re-antering the Mi1l buildings and entering the mine workings,. It is

Apparent that the present operation ot your dust control unjt {s inefficient
or iamtficient,

It work 18 not put 18 hand irmedistely to prevent all dust escaping
into the ataospbere, I will be Teluotantly ooupelled to take the necessary
action to provent men being exposed to unhealthy oconditiona,

I reiterate my offer of asgistance in overcoming this dust mensce
and whilst refusing to become entangled in domestio matters, I must advise
You that 13 @y opinion the menace will mot be eliminated whilst your present
method of underground mining continues and until s oompletely nev me

o dust eonttolvv:.! p.rov“anﬁi.?u 18 undertaken in the u].l.i.n";:ot?on-.

.J will be maintaining alose contact with the position and will

ot hesitate to take the necessary drastic astion $f progress is mot quick
and contimus, .
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