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June 20» 1972

Hr. Daniel C. Fuccella 
Product Development Manager 
Thermofil Inc.884 R ailroad S tre e t 
Y p s ilan ti, Michigan 48197 '
Dear Mr. F eecella :
Dick Lamar has forwarded your l e t t e r  o f June 12, 1972, to  th is  o f f ic e . Because 
I have been c lo se ly  Involved in  the cu rren t asbestos re g u la tio n s , I am rep ly ing .
I f  your concern Is involved w ith the reg u la tio n s  of the O ccupational S afety  and 
Health Act, we do supply our customers w ith copies of the M ate ria l Data Sheets 
showing a- th resho ld  l im it  value of 20 mppcf fo r ta lc .  New reg u la tio n s due to 
become e ffe c tiv e  Ju ly  7, 1972, w i l l  l i s t  a TLV.for-asbestos as no t to exceed , 
f iv e  fib e rs  longer than  five  micrometers, per Cubic centim eter of a i r .  This is  
taken from Paragraph 1910.93a of the Act per F ed era l R eg iste r, Volume 37, No, 110, 
dated June 7, 1972. Talc is  l i s te d  in  Paragraph 1910.93, Table G-3, A it 
Contaminants, M ineral Du3te,
In Paragraph 1910.93a thè m inerals l i s t e d  under,asbestos in c lu d e , among o th e rs , 
tre m o lite . Many of the ta lc s  th a t  are b es t adapted fo r  use as re in fo rc in g  agents 
in  p la s t ic s ,  p a in t, ceram ics, and o ther in d u s tr ie s ,  do inc lude ,vary ing  percent­ages of trem o lite  ranging from 0% to as high as 60%. We have stro n g ly  objected 
to the Inc lu sion  of ta lc s  con tain ing  trem o lite  in  the r e s t r ic t io n s  app licab le  to 
asb esto s . Considerable research  i s  now being in s t ig a te d  by the ta lc  industry  to  ob tain  c la r i f ic a t io n  and/or m odification  of the new reg u la tio n s .
Trem olite i s  p resent in  t a l c  as a re s id u a l m ineral from the a l te ra t io n  o f the 
b a s ic  rocks to  the m ineral t a l c .  Talc i s  o ften  a pseudomorph a f te r  trem o lite .
The p resen t campaign to  con tro l asbestos i s  p rim arily  d irec te d  toward commercial 
a sb esto s . True commercial asbestos i s  c h ry so tile  which accounts fo r about 95% 
of the world consumption. None of our ta lc s  contain  any c h ry s o tile .
The n atu re  of the asbestos f ib e r  accounts fo r i t s  being so' hazardous, A f ib e r  is  describe"' -'.he lead ing  m ineral books as in d e s tru c tib le  to chemicals o r h e a t , f le x ib le ,  »«a can be spun or woven. We do not consider the trem o lite  p a r t ic le  a3
being fib rous but ra th e r on a c ic u la r  or elongated c ry s ta l .  
I t  cannot be woven or spun. I t  is  not in d e s tru c t ib le ,

I t  Is  not f le x ib le .

A ll our l i t e r a tu r e  and sp e c if ic a tio n s  re fe r  to  our DESERTALC® "50'' S eries as acL cu lar-p la ty , the a c ic u la r  p o rtion  being trem o lite  or ta lc  which is  a-pseudcmorph 
a f te r  tre m o lite , The p la ty  p o rtio n  is  the s t r a ig h t  calc  m ineral, None o f our
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analyses o r tech n ica l l i t e r a tu r e  r e f le c t  the percent of tretnoilifce present.. X-ray 
. d if f ra c tio n  and microscopic an a ly sis  in d ic a te  the tre m o litie  p o rtio n  as being in  
the range of 30% to 40%. We assume you do have our tech n ica l l i t e r a tu r e .  I f  n o t, 
p lease l e t  us know and we s h a ll  be glad to  send i t  to  you.
In the study we have made of a l l  phases of th is  problem one .fa c t c le a rly  emerges 
and th a t i s  th a t the use o f n e ith e r  asbestos nor ta lc  is  p ro h ib it iv e , the only 
r e s t r i c t io n ,  and the only o b lig a tio n , i s  on the p a r t o f  the u se r to  m aintain a 
d u s t-fre e  p lan t w ith in  Threshold Limit Values.
This is  a very complicated problem, Mr. F u ce lla , which we hope explains why we pould not give you a b r ie f  and simple answer to  your l e t t e r  of June ,12. We do 
have ta lc s  contain ing lower percentages of trem o lite  and one con ta in ing  nor»-" Samples and tech n ica l d ata  w il l  be sen t you on request. However we do fe e l  th a t 
our DESERTALC rt50” S eries are b e s t s u ite d  to  your uses.
I f  you have any questions p e r tin e n t to  th i s  m a tte r , p lease  l e t  us know, o r i f  
any reg u la tio n s  o th e r than O.S.H.A. are Involved, p lease adv ise .

Yours very tru ly
DESERT MINERALS, Inc

cc: O'Connor-Boyles Chemicals 
Mr « R# S• Lamar
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