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Anti-conception

We were especially interested m
he comments of Protessor Shoit
(s Week, vol 85, p 116y,
‘oneerning the relationstup
hetween breastfecding and
tactation, and research into
breastfeeding

It s certainly true that a
relationship exists and has been
known for sonie time to exist
between lactation breastteeding
nd birthspacine Recent
tesedrch has shown prolonged
breastiecdimg to be clearly
assoctated with tonger birth
ntervals, especially in more
tradition 1l socteties where
trequent suchhing of the baby 1
common,

Moot of the rescarch that has
been undertaken on thus issue,
however, suggests that while
trom a public health point of
view breastleeding appears to
vlay an ettective anti<onceptive
iole, from an individual
standpoint the occut rence of
pregnancy among mothers who
are still breastfeeding, as shown
.1 the WHO collabor ative study,
can vary becween | per cent and
Il per cent according to the
papuldtion groups under
considerau i, This clearly places
4 consider.nle limitation on the
ousstble promotion of
uvredstteeding ds an anti-
conceptive practice,

As far as WHO and 1esearch
iito bredstieeding 1s concerned,
Professor short is not correct.
WHOU has recently undertaken a
prevalence and duration study of
bredstieeding 1in nine countries
and 1s cutrently undertaking a
six-country study of variations
i quantity and composition of
breastmilk Itis also involved in
reseairch into the relationship
between lactation and hormonal
contrdaception, and will soon
initiate a series of studies into
the so-called “insuflicient milk
syndrome”,

Vlanuel Carballo Geneva
World Heulth Organisution

On the water line
In addition to large reservoirs,
many small impounded lochs
situated well away trom houses
and people are covered by the
1930 and 1975 acts. In these
circumstances the original use
may be redundant and owners
are tempted to draw down
ievels to below the 25 000
cubic metres volume at which
the acts come into operation.
Unfortunately, this has the
effect of reducing small lochs
to mere puddles with potentially
disastious effects on the wildlife
associated with them, In one
recent ¢ase the nesting habitat
ot four species of birds included
on schedule | of the Bird
Protection Acts was threatened.
The redsons tor and safety
aspects of these adcts was made
(tuite clear in “Governments
ignore time bombs in Biitain's
dams" (This Week, 29 Juanuary,

Ly N 2 Y,
RPN ang e VN SCEAY SOUAN
A o
. ol

S——

P 265 ind the recent BBC
television progranune. Bul an
additionad problem and by-
product of the Reseivous Act
i its poesent form nught weil
be the foss of water hodres of
wildiite importance because
landos uevs cannot atlord to
comply bat where it s difheult
to see any danger Lo hite or
prope: by
E T Lt
Natw o Conservaney Counctl
Fdimburgh

Slimy bottoms

With 1o terence to “sailors

seek sciution to shmy bottoms”
(Moutar, 26 February, p 331,
there 1 u stmple explanation
Lor the proliteration ot “shines”
on orpanotin-based antitouling
paints, ot which the seli-
polishing copolymers are au
example

Of fouhng bacteria £5-90
per cent are Gram-negative,
and o1 ganotin anti-fouling
compaunds are not toxic to
this gioup The man predators
of touling hacteria are
grazng protozoa, to wlach
organctin compounds are
toxic Therefore, organotin
anti-fouling paints act Jas
sclectine substrates, providing
a favourable environment for
Gram-negative, marine touling
bactciit A case of one man's
poisuii Leing another nian’s
medicine!

The situation is suuitar for
cuptous-oxide based anti-
fouling pamts, where copper-
toleraut fouhing hacteria
produc.: much more adhesive
“slime” than their counterparts
growin g on organotin-based
pamts ‘These polysaccharide-
based “slimes” can chelate
heavy inetals, presumably their
excessive produgtion an copper-
contanng paints contributes
to the copper-tolerance o the
bactesia,

The heavy touling by diatoms
requircs a ditterent explanation
because, unlike Gram-negative
hactera, they are not inherently
tolerant of arganotin compounds,
Howes o1, because reproduction
is predominantly by bhinary
fissing, tolerant individudds soon
Bive pne to tolerant populations,
Also, 1t s possible that the

tutial colonsation by bacteria
produces a barrier-layer on
the paint surfuace, rendering 1t
less toxic

G. F. Danel,
M. J. Dempscy Portsmouth

Nature conservation
May I suggest to'T A O Brien
thetters, 20 Pebiuary, P ot
that “the ultimate ann” ot any
wildhte preservation group
should not be to bring about
and enhance the heauly ol the
countryside tor the benefit of all
members of souiety

It should surely be tor the
preservation of all forins of
wildlite fist, last aud all ume,
and not for the Lenefit ol
groups no matter how much
thewr miembers pay, or how good
a value tor money the groups
may give.

Leshie Duckwor th Codsall
Asbestos

Licad Bairy Castleman’s article
on the Hindustan Ferodo factory
in Bombuay with amazement
{“Double standards asbestos in
India”, 26 Febhuary, p 5221 He
says 1t is based on a visit to the
plant last year Netther he no
dily representdative of your

1ot nal has ever visited gut
plant.

Lvery statentent he mahes
about the plant is untiue
Over the past sin years the
Bombay factory ispedtor ate
has been so impressed by
Hindustan Ferodo's dust
control that 1t has arranged for
tepresentatives of local cotton
te<tile mills to visit the plant to
learn from the mdthods we
employ,

We are surprised that vou
should have printed such
misleading material without
taking the trouble to check the
truth ot the allegations you
have made either with Turner
and Newall or with limdustan
Ferodo
N. Venkataraman

Hindustun Ferodo Ltd  Bombay

Qur authors reply
The India investigation was
conducted by one ot us (KM} in
close consultation with the
other, une year ago. 1he
mformation on Hindustan
Ferodo was obtained i a
several-hour interview with a
lower management employee
who had been at the tactory
for some years. We conducted
the interview i hus ofhiee, m o
building just a tow metres
away from the manutactuning
tachity. The cmployce appeared
to be knowledgeable and
honest in his answers We
immediately taped the notes of
the interview, and u tull account
was published Tast year (B, ]
Ca-tleman, and M ), Vera Vera,
“Liepending piolderation of
asbestos”, International Jourial
of Health Sesviees, vol 10, p 101
Ve stand by ous story
Buory 1 Custlemon

Robert Mau s Margland
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