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' %’ransm tted herewfth are coments submtted by Ford Motor (:ompany
' in response to the EPA request for- public comment on this fssue.
g ..Our submittal supplements "the -comments being submitted by the .. .

T “Ford Motor :Company *15 -not. Lin }the brake manufacturmg business.Me ,
: xpurchase all . of our brake systems and “parts, -both -for ‘the assembly e

* of ‘mew vehicles -and’ for he- aftermarket, from outside manufac-..f:
- durers and.. :suppliers. “Mhether the "purchased in assembly” .parts

“.are used 1n'Company-bunt cars, ’Iight trucks, medium tr'ucks, ‘heavy .

.trucks,agricu]tura*l tractors,: construction tractors, or for the™
aftermarket, 7al).jof ;the {friction- components --.be ‘they pads -or
by

& Dur ,supp‘h

“tous. We- understand that by 1990, -most - f_ ot all of ‘these pro- -
ducts ‘will :be -asbestos=free; .as new ‘car 'and ‘truck 1lines are phased

’ 'some technica‘ljproﬂems that emad n; vwe understand "that good
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Motor Veh1c1e Manufacturers Assocmtxon of the United States (MVMA) ’.

-zout ‘the. use'of asbestos 7in: the ‘fnctmn products that® they supp’ly .;

zin, -asbestos-contdining systems .are being phased .out. - Despxte
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. -One particular problem that «concerns us and that we feel must be
L7 7 -"highlighted is the continued availabiiity of asbestos-containing
“iFaex . oparts :for -vehicles currently in production, -or .nc longer in pro- - -
a ~duction, -which employ such parts. “*Ford Motor Company, through its
- Parts_and Service Division, is a major marketer of aftermarket :
kR -~~<d1sc-and drumzbrakes..and- related -brake system parts.. . v ameerens o

Mol -4;£eurrent1y, the'Company's afténmarket,partswdistrjbution system has
>-'Z " ‘on hand some ‘51,000 asbestos-brake:-parts:in stock-at -eight depots
in“the Y.S. and Canada. -.These parts ifivolve 192 different brake
system designs. MWe. supp]y these parts (mostly pads, shoes, discs,
and drums) for cars and trucks produced by the Company between .
1957-1985 -- a period of 28 years. It is imperative that parts
for these vehicles continue to be available to our dealers and
- customers for the remainder of the product's useful 1ife, and that
any regulatory ‘program envisioned by EPA not interfere with that-
need,

Car and truck brakes are sophisticated systems made up of parts
which are carefully matched to function compatibly with each
other, so as to provide appropriate braking characteristics for
their vehicles. under a wide range of operating conditions. A
brake system-is not simply a collection of disparate parts --

__ -pads, -shoes, discs, drums, etc. The pads and shoes of car and
-itruck -braking 'systems that use asbestos friction materials have
-very different properties from the pads and shoes of those that do

net contain -asbestos. One cannot simply use a non-asbestos
substitute brake shoe in conjunction with a drum that was designed
_for -an asbestos-containing friction material. Likewise; a disc
. brake that was ‘designed for asemi-metallic friction waterial will
ot perform satisfactorily if ‘an asbestos- conta7n1ng pad is
substituted. . A whole host of performance, noise, durability, and
: ‘pther: prob1ems may occur if a friction material is introduced into .
- & system wh1ch was not des1gned to emp]oy 1t

IR cuns1der1ng uhether to regu1ate the use of asbestos in brakes
“EPA-must be sensitive -to ‘this ctucial sissue. It -would be neither
-cost-effect1ve nor constructive for EPA“to force the complete
e o redesignoof car and'trﬁck'bfake4systems at enormous costs -for
) »;current1y-produced wehicles,. -or for gut-of-production vehiclies, = -
for.awhich. the consum1ng pub]ac rightfully. expects that. aftermarketlr
arts willzremain ‘available -for. routine maintenance service at -
easonab]e ‘cost. “Ne ‘thus strong1y Jecommend that EPA-nOt Seek 10
vegulate theuse ‘of -asbestos <in ‘thebrakes of wehicles which -
qurrently,are betng-manufactured or'.which formerly<uere manufac~ .
tured with asbestos- contawnzng brake-systems. ‘
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