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Airlines for America’

Nicholas E. Calio
President & CEO

July 8, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

On behalf of the U.S. airline industry and the millions of passengers and shippers we serve every day,
thank you for your dedication to modernizing our nation’s air traffic control (ATC) system. For decades,
the system’s shortcomings have been ignored — eroding margins of safety and reducing efficiency to the
detriment of consumers. Your leadership and determination have reversed this trend, and we are
sincerely grateful for your commitment to overhauling the ATC system and revitalizing our airspace —
especially at this time of record air travel and increased reliance on air cargo shipments.

While upgrading this critical infrastructure will provide for unprecedented American dominance in global
aviation, there is another simple but critical step your Administration can take to protect American
interests: asserting American leadership at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO) by
nominating an ambassador. Without an ICAO ambassador to represent our country’s interests, our
competitors wield an advantage over the United States in shaping global aviation policy.

A permanent ICAO ambassador would be responsible to the President for ensuring that endeavors at the
Department of Transportation (DOT), Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB), Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) are vigorously represented at ICAO. Absent an ambassador, these efforts lack a
voice to represent American intentions and expectations in global aviation.

In just under three months, the 42 session of the ICAO Assembly will commence in Montreal, Canada.
Nominating an ambassador before the Assembly begins will send a strong signal that America remains
the global leader in aviation policy and ensure that American interests are protected and preserved.

Thank you for your efforts to improve and protect our National Airspace System and to ensure the United
States remains the global leader in aviation.

Sincerely,
Nicholas E. Calio
President & CEO

CC:

United States Secretary of State Marco Rubio
United States Secretary of Transportation Sean Duffy
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