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C.6.2 Mre. E. X. Locher

April 1%, 1949

Hl‘. Ao Ht Chenault,

Ethyl Corporation,

STT West Sixth Street,

Los Angeles 14, California.

Dear Mr. Chenault:

The letter of Mrs. Victor Horney addressed to Shell Oil Company
in San Francisco, copy of which has come to my desk, presents
something of a problem, which, in my opinion, should be handled in
its initial stages by Shell. It would seem not very difflcult for
therm to trace thisg man and to find out something of the nature of
his illness and the identlty of his physiclan or physicians. If
this vere done, and i1f the matter were brought to cur atitention i
that manner, we could take the necessary steps.

If the letter had been addressed to me by Mrs. Horney or Iif it had
come to Ethyl Corporation, I would have answered it directly, despite

" the difficultles of so'doing. Under the present circumstances, I

should not like to take this course, 1f only for the reason that

this 1s the responsibllity of the thell Company, and if I were to

gev them Into any complications,; they could properly feel sormevhat

critical. :

I suggest that this be werked out locally with the Shell people. If
Fr. Littlefierlid can obitain information on their behalf and be of
Aassistence, ae should do se. If then the matter is passed on to me
for nandling,it shiould be with the approval of the Shell people.

I feel guite certaln that thls will ot be a very great problem.
since the tone of the letter is such that one could feel reasonavly
certain that it is a siralghtf'orvard appeal for assistarnce. We
should be glad to provide any such assistance, even to the extent

of making arrangements to examine Mr. Horney at a convenient time if
this course should be necessary or desirable.

iteanwhile 1f some one in the Shell organization wishes to reply to
¥rs. Horney¥s letter as a matter of courtesy, they could very vreperly
point out in such a letter that, according to thelr best advice,

there 1s no rcason toc believe that a serviee stcation operator could
or would develop lead polsoning in any foim as & consequence of his
handling cof leaded gasoline. It might be pointed out that in the
entire history of the industry, no case of lead poisoning has ever
been seen from thls causec among the many thousands of f1lling station
operators in this country.

With best regaxds,

Cordially yours,

IAK ef - "Tobert A. Renoe, Me Do



