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^ T S  Is Preparing Pot ion Paper on Use of Labeling As a Regulatory Option

Although s t re ss in g  that at this point no commitment has been made to go foward 
with a Sect ion  6 labeling standard, Kelly pointed out that she has  a group of s taffers  
looking at the option of developing a generic  labe l ing  standard as  an al ternat ive  
regulatory option under Sect ion 6 (See Jan.  17 ,  Page- 2) .

DeKany ca lled the effort "development of an i s s u e  paper on the pros and cons  of 
l a b e l in g "  and emphasized that no major manpower commitment will  be made to the 
pro je ct  until that paper is evaluated.

Kelly observed that if the dec is ion  is made to go forward with l a b e l i n g ,  it might 
develo p on similar l ines  to the Sect ion 4 te s t in g  ru le s ,  in ' that  a labe l ing  standard 
might be developed first  and th e n , subsequently,  labe l ing  rules  might be developed 
to apply the standards to a sp e c i f i c  se t  of c h e m i c a l s .  She a l s o  noted that a labeling 
standard could be adopted voluntarily by industry and sa id  that in some c a s e s  it 
would offer su f f ic ie n t  protection so  that other regula t ion wouldn't  be needed.  The 
present  interagency effort on labeling would feed into the S e c t io n  6 standard develop­
ment effort  if it is determined to proceed with a labe l ing  standard at this t ime,
Kelly s a i d .
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A s o i l  sample taken from the s i te  of an orthochlorophenol  sp i l l  from a railroad 
tank car  in Sturgeon, Mo. , la s t  month contained 2 , 3 , 7 , 8 - T C D D  at a l e v e l  
l e s s  than 0 . 0 1  p . p . b .  , according to the Environmental Protection Agency.
M onsanto  Chemical Company had told the a g e n c y  that sam p les  of the shipment 
of orthochlorophenol contained trace amounts of TCDD, according to three 
sampling results  which were 34 d . p. b.  , 36 p . p . b . ,  and 40 p . p . b . ,  averaging 
37 p . p . b .

Dr.  Jo seph  S e i f te r ,  Senior Medica l  Advisor,  O ff ice  of T ox ic  S u b s t a n c e s ,  EPA, . 
commented that the presence  of TCDD "in the sp i l led  materia l  ch an g e s  the 
s c o p e  of our re v ie w ,  but does not represent c a u s e  for alarm at the l e v e l s  
re p o r ted . "

The contaminated area is being c leaned up, EPA s a id ,  and re s id e n ts  who were 
e vacu ated  after the spil l  have returned to their  ho m es .  EPA said the TCDD 
finding " i s  of co n ce rn ,  but presents no c a u s e  for change in c le a n - u p  procedures 
currently  underway. "

This w e e k ,  however,  an EPA off ic ia l  said even though the l e v e l s  of TCDD were 
lo w,  the agency  will  do b io logica l  and in -h o u s e  monitoring for TCDD in Sturgeon.
The a g en cy  has a l s o  determined that so i l  c l e a n - u p  is need ed .

o
C O O  1 3  3


