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Pedersl snd privale health specistists concluded
yoslerday that Amcrican mothers can continue to
breast-fzed thelr babicr desbHe (he presence of fraces
of industria) chemical calied I'CBs I mothers' milk
sampledi n H soter.

But the speciallsts—meeting at the National Insti-
tutes of Health to consider the new public health
problein~called for immediste Huties 1o find out
whether the PCEs are doing babies any harm.

Yointing Lo newly disclored effects in fufant mon-
keye, they said the effort should tnclude reaearch to
see whether even low PCB levels in a haby's dist
miaht cause later learning dizabilitiea or hyperactiv.

Foth of these effects uppeared in movkeyn whose
molbere’ mitk contained 1'CBH levels not far above
somic found in 70 of the 80 molhers sampled in 11
states,

. Several fedcra) officials also advised pregnant
women. as woll as Ri) girls or women who expect to
have babics some dsy, to avold eating any sport fish

* fdentificd by authoritics a3 PCB carricrs.

The officials addressed this recommendstion cven
to girls because PCRs—nolychlorinated biphenyls—

* Jodge in humat, or officr auhna), ful and once there

reiwaln for many vears.

PCHs first came Into wide industrie) uee In the

1930s. Thelr Jargest uze today is n cleclrica) me.
chinery. X

Only since the mid-19603 has it been lesrned that
they have widely contaminated the entire industrial
world's air. waters and soll. .

“The Environmental Profection Agency yererdsy

. reported that the chemicals have now been found 1n

amounts ranging from traces up to potentislly
harmful in 78 out of 80 1074 and 1975 nursing moth-
er's mitk samples in 17 slates. EPA added Indlans to
e Jist, though only onc Indiaus rosuly was avail-
able—3.2 parts of PCH per milllon in the milk fal.

The average amount found In mitk fat fn the 11
states was 1.8 parts. The other 10 stales ere Vir-
ginta, Marvland, Florlds, Georgle. Michigan, New
Jevsey, North Carolina, Mennsylvania South Caro-

-lina and Tennessee. Among those 10 states the high-
‘ogt average level, 2.6 parie, was found in North

Carolina,

EPA officlals also reported that PCB lovels had
been dow and falling In foods other than-some fish
and nonexistent recontly In prepared infant foods.
Though no effects have been seen §n human be-

“ingn. none has been looked for, Dr. David P, Rall

sald, and “this I8 what we have to do now, and el.
forts have alresdy started.” Rall i3 director of the
National Institute of Environmental Health Seil-
ences. ’ -
“fioughly 51 per cont of ur have one to tio parts
o1 willion of FCB: 10 our hland now.” sad Thumas
Yorp of EPA. *They're gomng to be in us for véars."

Lavels Jike 1.8 are exlicd not much move than a .

trace. Bnt Dr. Jameg Alen of thie University of Wy
eonsin told of studics on rlicsur monkexa 1 whith
there were vnloward eficeis on babies whose mnlh-
ers ik fat contained as little a5 4 to 8 paria per
million of PCB».

Althongh none of the PCR aver
milk fat in the 31 stales veached se levels, the
amout fn same individual mothers wilk did,

ases i mothers'
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