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: | Your letter of September 28 just recently arrived at
it was carried by iuteamer ratber than air meil due to irsufficient postage. I
realize row that ~Py letter of September 16 was not in sufficient detail to allow
vou to rmake ~roper decision on this master and shall therefore set down the
co“plete story 2 ;

| |
Lr. Tlumpstond { President West India Cil Co. ) expressed

consicerable concern and was worried hecause a ooctor Irom what ccrresponds to
soriman's Union examined the men at the San Antonio plant and claimed that al least
one definitely had lead pcisoning and others showed signs of lead intoxication.
Fortunately none df these men were blenders. The iest India Company doctor claimed
the men did not have lead poisoning but his word did not carry much weight and a
complete aele~at101 of doctors, Heslth officials etec. from the unican were going to
rake a thorough 1psorct10n of the whele plant. I understand that the inspecticn
has since been mgde but a report has not been rendered. ir. Humpstone believes
that the 1n;nect0ﬂ~ rnay be sincere but doubts it bhecause the west India has it's
ovm saietv system and medical facilities and does not belcng to the union to which
tre examining coctor is connected. He thinks this may te a move to attempt to force
the company to 'oig thnis organization and that the idea nay heve blossomed from a
widespread whlvberlng caripalgn that Esso gasoline is poisonous.

} On another occasicn the Superintendent of the plant who
had assisted in sone of the early reckless blends started tc lcse his teeth and
claimed that he ham lead poisoning - the company doctor in this case could not
affirm or deny this and it was necessary to call in a consulting dector from the
Telephone Comoany,iw%o fecund legitimate reasons for the loss of teeth and no evi-
dence of lead p01°on1ng and he was able to convince the man thet he ¢éid nct have
lead poisoning

| The fact that the Company doctor was uneble to bazck up his
contention that thé men at the plant do not have lead poiscning is in itself not
necessarily a sign‘of weakness on tie part of the doector as consideraticns other
than mediecal were undoubtedly involved especially if Ibr. Humpstone's idea on the
subject is correct, However, in the case of the plant Superiritendent a weakness
seems indicated, unless of course the fact that the second doctor was an outsider
was the deciding polnt with the man being examined. 4lso the second doctor was cor-
roborating the Corpanv s docteor's opirion. In any event the above would suggest
that ability to defend his contentions and inspire confidence is nct one of the
Company doctor's main points. This has also been checked by verbal opinions. Itwas
because I con51deréd this point tc be very important from Zthyl Zxport standpoint,
that I made the Orlélndl recomuzendation that a doctor possessing this =bility {to-
gether with the otners I learnt from you) be sppointed by Ethyl Lxport to supplement
the Company doctor”s examinations and be consultant in cases similar tc the above
where men working ;n the blending plant are involved. Tor the work at San Antonio
assuming no COmplIQuthnS the Company doctor is perhaps quite satisfuctory, but he
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The extent of ny investigation in Santiago was tc ask for re-
romn Dr. Armado Tarragiuibel, who is head of the Iledical Scheol
f Chile and who has reputation of being the best and most well
He recommended a Dr. Cruz Coke, who has a very excel-

no commitments and c¢nfined my statements trat usually the Ithyl
work under your supervision tc examine nmen

peses periodically.

In Argentina there ls a somewhat similar problem, only of course

is not being sold at|present. The two present aviation plants
Shell Iiex is just completing an aviation
not maintain a medickl staff so that it will be necessary to appoint
mirg lead will evenijually be allowed for motor gasoline, first
representation will grobably be desired. There is no great hurry

as Shell estimate cre blend will be nine monthks supply. They have
ne fluid ( one 10 gallon drum ) and I can make the first blend for

1 arrangements have not been previocusly made. I shall be glad to

ice if you will advise what vou care me to do in this matter and if
ey information regarding the Santiago situation.

During my visit with West India Santiago a young medical student

d requested published information in Spanish and French on lead

is writing a thesis on this general subject and has done some re-
esults on gasoline lead poisoning he says indicate that motor masol-
due to its low lead comtent, but aviation is slightly harmful %o
ilian. His point being that the average Chilian not being 100%

Y pe0ple. _

| I have received and wish to thank you for the copy of lead studies

‘"3 you recently sént me also the papers in German and Spanish you sent sometime ago.
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