Preventing Lead Poisdnihg

LETTER: How ignorant can one

{s early and not wait for a bluish Hne

be? Two of my children were bein, cases,
poisoncd daily right before my ows  DOCHOT | &mﬁf’ casse comvuisions
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was fa such pain, {
My young son aiso bad occasional

cramps but his main complaint was  pai

feeling tired all the time. He wouldn*t
&a out and play with his friends after
school. He lost appetito, became
skinny and suffered from con-
stipation. .

At last my husband and [ decided it
was time to get medical help. We took
tath of them to our pediatrician, He
took some blood tests and immedi-
;:cly made a diagnosis of lead poison-
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He is going to prescribe some spe.
cial medicine to help get the fead out
of their systems, Meanwhile, I am
writing to alert other parents whose
children might be suifering from,

ead poisoning.
Too often what seem tike excuses
- not to g0 1o thoal Tonceal  some

ANsmr:}]Io;}rz is g)gigelyewam-
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so;;:cthmo what ya:' have said.

_Jt’s about the possible source of the

fead pbfsoning 1t is bikely that your
ducter. eaked whetherior not there is
old paing in your home. Either on a
porcly, the sides of an old barn (if you
five in the country) or on the walls in.
side or owtside of your house,

Oid paint becomes flaky. It containg
Targe amounts of Jead. Children eat
flakes of paint from walls and window
sills, for example, and it all adds upto .
chronic lead poisoning (plumbism),
The newer paints contain little or no

‘Rheumatism Pills’
Poison Patient
San Francisco —~ (UPT) — Chry-

santhemum  bidnd  “rheumatism
plis,” imparted { from Hong - Kong

ransed at least ofe case of lead poi-
i P o

Drs. Johnson B. Lightloote and H.

Yacéph Blair said they found the pills

ta be the source of fead poisoning. -

‘manufacture products cdntaining lead
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example, workers in influstries that

may sulfer from it by continually
breathing In air that ¢ontains lead

been con-
taminated by lead dust,

The first order of tment, of
conrse, Is discovery the source.
Once diagnosed, the ex: lead from
the body is eliminated by prescribing
such medications as the abbreviated:
EDTA and BAL, .

3t is important to make the diagnos.

lope to:

Poisoning

that Is about five times
t of nonswimmers.*

anxiety takes hold, it
to loosen its prip without

a fight, says Dr. Steincrohn in his
booklet, “What To Do For Chronic
Anxiety.* For a copy send 50 cents
and a stamped, self-addressed enve-

PETER J, Steincrohn, M.D., P.O.
Drawer D, Catonsville, Md. 21228

Imperils

Brgnt, Geese

if an oif spill on the Delaware
Rl'\‘vser‘Dec. b4 a:% threat of starvation
because of the prolonged lreeze
weren't enough, Delaware wildlife of-
ficials have raised the possibility of a
new waterfow] calamity this winter:
tead goisoniftp.’

“The hirds we have lost seem to
have succumbed to tead poisoning,”
said Lioyd Alexander, wiidlife man-
pgement supervisor for the Delaware
Division of Fish and Wildlife. "Th’ely
are not dyihg strictly of starvation.

More thasd 1,000 Cannda geese, 150
brant and 50 to 100 ducks mostly mal-
lards, are believed m‘ v;y as:?,e:ef
fead poisoning. npgraval [
Gheathet and fimited food]supplies.

Alexander said 14 bran! were autop-
sled and all 14 showed lethal doses of
tead in their systems. A federal wild-
1ife laboratory in Wisconsin examined

samples taken from the Canada geese
and confirmed they died of lead poi-
soning, Alexander said.

Waterfow! pick up spemt Jead shat
as they feed ;ndmont;tergu; gr!iltmi: the
water at heavily jocations.

All of the Delaware's major publicly

3 1 hunting areas pro-
e sghot fast fall

and a statewide Jgr
nust a egm‘;scy rv&:xz' :.:l::“ for

inds within o 2
N‘Vemm Stotts, Maryland waterfow)
program . director{ said starvation is
nmamblemfrmostdncksmd
geese in his state far. .

He said biologists are watching for
fend poisoning ik a flock of some
§0,000 Canada geese in the Bohemia
River area. These birds trade between
there and Middletown, Del, where
fead poisoning occurred in previous
years, Stotts said.

Lead Studies Link Risk o Batteries
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Warkers in battery factories bring
tweme envugh fead dust on their
clothes to contonfinate their resi-
dences and causefelevated Jevels of
's blood, Exces-
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Mo
tication of the U.S. Center for Disease
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uch lower levels o Iea‘:;‘ + there are
The rt poins ogt re o
“appm':itp:nlely 250 sych (storage bat-
tery) plants in thej United States,
which employ from 5 to 250 workers
each.”
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