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This article discusses the duration of the Agreement. It stipulate
that the Agreement comes into effect the first day of January of the
current year and will remain for a vear's overiod. It will be renewed
thereafter automatically from year to ycar at least until one of the
parties informs the other, between the sixtieth and thirtieth day
preceding the expiration date, whether they want to azmend or terminate
the above agreement.

For this vear, this article presents some serious difficulties on
account of some circumstances {[of absolute necessity (or) circumstances
outside of one's contrel] which have delayved the drawing up and
publication of this decision., We are discussing at the present time the
renewal of a collective contract for the year 1949. HKow it happens that
this contract will be renewed less than a month before the expiration of
the above year. If the contract is renewed and signed by the parties
during the course of the month of December, it will be automatically in

effect for the year 1950 because it would be phvsically impossible for one
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or the otner of the parties to denounces it thirty dav

i

before its expira-
tion. Furthermore, it cowuld seem futile and frivolous to sign a contract
that would last cnly a few days which would obligate the parties to
immediately resume their negotietions for drawing up a contract which
would be in =ffect during the year 1950.

The investigation in this case was long {slow), serious and thorough.
It seems to us that all the facts were broucht to the knowiedge of the
[magistrates, tribunal or court]. There ;rob“bly‘will not be a change in

economic conditions that prevail at the present time and those which will



prevail in the year 1950. The cost of living has a tendency of falling.
We thiﬂk then that it will be in the common interests of the contracting
parties to stipulate that the work contract which will be signed following
.this decision wil} be autometiczlly renewed for the year 1850. (Master

Lesperance dissents on this poO
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Clause 25 should then read as follows:
"25) This agreement, after having been introduced in accordance with

+he requirements of the law, will be sup osed to have been in effec*t since
d s

the first day of January, 1949, and it will stay in fe untlil December
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31, of the same year. It will then be autcmatically renewed for th
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whole year of 1950. During the year 1950, one or the other of the partiesg
will be able to rencunce it by informing the other party between the

sixtieth and thirtieth day preceding the expiration date.
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A notice of amendment should contain as much as possible a list of
the suggested modifications for the renewal of the 1381 cortract.”

The Union also asked to add to the Agreement two new clauses. Firsc
the clause 26 which deals with LJe’eklm*nutlon of dust. Tre Unicn asks

+o include in the contract an article by which the Compary would promige

|would undertakel to continue +to work toward the elimination of cust i
{
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the outside and inside of the mills, with the most short delay possible

in using the best known [resources, meansl. It hasn't submitted any notes
“to translate exactly its opinicn. This guestion of acbestos dust nakes

a subject for long discussion. Eminent doctors were heard. The Union
produced as its witness Dr. alexender Sirois of the Thetford-Mines. The
Company heard Dr. Pzul Certier, medical director of the Irdustrial Clinic

at Thetford-Mines. The Court then (summoned, subpoenaed] &3 Wi
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foreman, or head] Dr. J.A. Vidal, of lMontrecal, specialist in tuberculosis

-

and head of service at the Hospital of Sacre-Ceeur ¢f Cartierville. For



deciding the guesticn, the Company then summoned Dr. Arthur John Vorwald,
director of the Laboratory at the Trudeau Foundaticn of Saranac Lake,
New York, as well as Dr. Anhtony J. Lapza of New York, a specialist in
!
Industrial Hyciene whose authority s recongized ihroughout the world.
Irn our findings upcen the testimony [¢vidence] we are yoing to try
to define what is asbestosis, what relation ithere ig between this cdisease
and tuberculosis and silicosis., We will sce what was done by the Company
to protect is workers from this disease. According to the inanimous

testimony of the doctors who were heard, asbestosis is a fibrous reacticn

of the lunc caused by inhalation of asbestcs dust. 1In order for asbe
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fibers to affect the respiratory wvathways, the fibers must he relatively
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long, from 10 to 60 microns. They {[the dociors] th
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mgelives, have found
fibers of 230 microns in an autopsy, but this constitutes an exception.
2ccording to the evidence, to contract asbestosis, it 1z necessary to live
in a concentration c¢f dust containing five million wariicles or fibers

cf asbestos per cublc foot of air. The exposure pericd variaes, Dr.
Sirois |clzims, maintains] it could be for seven years, while Dr. Cartier
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is of the opinion that it 1is necessary to breathe this concentraticn of

dust during fourteen vears. It is probable that ti2 necessary time to
contract this disezse depends in large part on the predisposition more cr
less of each subject. The state of receptivity [susceptibility] according
to the opeinion of Dr. Vorwald, depends upon factors which are still

unknown. Asbestcs fibers which get into the Jungs cause an irritaticn

which produces a multiplicatiorn of cells like a defense phenomencon. This

multiplication of cells diminishes the alveolar space end [impedes, obstruct.

the tronsfer of ocsvgen by way of the alveolar inngr wall to the arterial
blood Tris fibrous [re ion])] covers ihe arnestos dust and destreys 1ts

noxious character. It follows, according tc the unanimous orinion of the



distinguished doctors who have been heard, that asbestosis 1s not @&
progressive disease because-the irritation stops at the moment the
asbestés fiber has been completely covered by this fibrosing phenomena.
The evidence discloses that asbestosis at a very advanced degree Jdiminisnh

the respiratory capacity until a certain point, and the resistance toO

other illnesses. Moreover, onc cannot deny that acsbestosis exists a3
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it has been acknowledced as an industrial discase by & law of the province

of Quebec.

Lebestosis reverthelicss is Iax Jrom possessing the seriousnec
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tuberculosis and of silicosis. It differs totally in its evolution anc
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ite effects. As we are about to say, asbestosis 1s not progreessive
1f, as early as the first visible signs of asbestosis, the worker wio
ig affected with it changes [job, site]and works in a place where the

concentration of asbestosi fibers is less strong, the discase stops

evolving immediately. The *issue [heals up/scars] and the worker
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undergoes [ not any/none] diminution of capacity ner any pathological
symptoms. The irritation caused DY asbestos fiber is mechanical anc
not chemical. Close observation of the state of the lungs oI all workers

who work in high concentrations c¢i asbestos dust will will makes possibie

ceeing immediately the first injuries of the sickness. ©That 1s, moreover
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the opinion expressed by Dr. vorwald. It thus scems relatlvely easy as

early as the beginning of the evolution of this phenomena of asbestosis

=

what will keep the worker in good healtn.

Bv contrast, silicosis is not at all of the same nature., It
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caused by inhaling particles of free silica from one to five micrens.

it vroduces a specific pathological lesion which ig & “micro-ncdular
nodule." (My quotation marks.) Tre rescrion cansed by silicosis is

not mechanical but chemical. Silica established faverazle ground for the



evolution and developmentvof'tuberculosis. Silicosis, by its own nature,
is a prégressive disease and its evolution generally leads to death.

Tt is proved that there isn't any free silica in the asbestos minas
‘and that silicosis could not occur in the workers employed at mining
for asbestos minerals. The radiographic picture of asbesteosis and of
silicoscis do not resemble each other at all, and a slightly practised
eye can ascertain right away tnis di
on this subject.

25 for tuberculosis, this is a well-known disease that is produced

by inhaling tubercniosis bacillis, callec Roch's paciliis.
According to the testimony of Dr. Cartier, 40% to 75% of siliccsis

patients die of +ruberculosis. Conclusive studies have been made on this

subject. That is moreover the opinion clearly expressed by tihe knowledceabl
Goctors whc have beesn heard in this case. For some time, the indewx ot
mortalities by tuberculosis was very high at Thetflor

due to the fact that there was & sanatorium for tuberculosi
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this town and all the mortalities that wculd occur at <he hospiital were
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atrributed to the town of Thetford-i'incs adding to the rate of mortalitics
in a considerable way. This faulty procedure was corrected and the
mortalities that occur in that hospital are now attributed to the place

of residence of the patients, with tpe result that the raie of mortalitiec
by tuberculosis at Thetford-Mines is no mcre high that in the sniall Towns
of the same importance. One lconfirms/reports] that In certain centers

of the rrovince of Quebec where . there isn't any mineral I-:dustry, ard
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conseguently no high concentrations of dust, the rats oI ruberculosis

Geaths is high, even higher, than that in the vown cof Thetford-Mines.



One confirms that wore than in this town, tubercular deaths were higher
in womén than in men although women do not work in asbestos mines. Ths
rate is also higher in young people who work in offices than in those of
the same age who work in asbestos mines. 'he workers who are harmed by
achestos are not more suceptible to contracting tuberculosis than those
sho do not work in esbestos mines. Moreover, these statements were

confirmed by laboratory tests which were relat
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Dr. Vorwald. The proof made in this case is conclusive. It indicates
clcarly and absolutely that there isn't any relaticnship between asbestosis
and tuberculosis,

The cases of asbestosis in the asbestos industry in the wrovince of
Quebec are not numercus. One could say there are abouvt 5,000 workers
wno mine ashestos in the Quebec Province., TFrom 1639 <o 1949, only 83
[complaints, claims] were made for cases of asbostesis. 0f this number,

61. were refused, 6 were still [in abeyance/outstanding] anc 26 were

awarded, which makes an average of 2.6 per ycar out ol a total number of
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about 5,000 emplovees. For the Askestos Corporation, Limited, from 19
to 1949, 36 claims were made; 24 were rejected, 10 were awarded ana 2 are
still in abeyance.

The question asked us is i1f we Know asbesto
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complicate or agyravate heart diseases. There 1is nothing in evidence which
will allow us to affirm this. Moreover, Dr. Cartier himself affirms thsre
isn't any objective evidence that asbestcsis in its minilmal state Or
moderate state could cause or aggravate heart diseases.

Dr. Verwald was then guestioned abcut the relarlonship between

-
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ashestosis and cancer of the lung. He answered us that in the current

state of science, it was impessible to affirm if thsre is any relation

-6~



betwe 2n the

two diseases. Some studies meanwhile are being carried on
to explain the frequency of cancer of the lungs in adults e¢ven in those

who do not work with asbestos.

clinic under the name of the
opended 1n May,

Corporatic

specialist

.

heal

m

t.;e check-

who might show a pulmonary

this

which makes

at the moment he ascertaing

-
v

2
)

a

et
5

=
[N
I_l
[

rt
-
jll

-

rt

ired.
th.

ines

We will see now what has becn aone

a

ashestosis.

Incdustrial Cli

1946,

n, Limited,

praid by the asbestos companie

=

in lung tuberculosis, is in char

All the submit

e

—

new woriers & Sseri

i

O

Their application is

Then, each year, all the employees

L
e

©or in the asbestos mills are given ne

up exainations are as often

civen

anomaly. Since

clinic examined 1,713 new applicants;

o~

tions o the companiesg

1

a total of 10,226 examinations.

(=1

-

the

t company involved to

nim  less to

£

-7 -

3

[

the companies who operated at Thetford-Mines

1l of $75,000 w

accepted on the

pPulmonary anomalie in certain

Thetford-Mines to protect

orcganized

nic of Thetford-Mineg 1"

U'l

I

S5f

as furnished by the Asbestos

"

Soest

b—ql
by

}—4

T

(1.'

it

this ¢l

<
o}

[ =]

r&

s. Dr. Paul Cartier, eminert

ge cf this clinicz.

us examinacion

th

3
13 ‘v

ondition

who work in the

w examinations.

as necessary to

June, 1946, <o J:ly, 1949,

1t made 7,035 periodic

and 578 check~up examination

=

Dr. Cartier te'ls us that

emplovees, he

o

Kind of work which

assures us

op diminish?

LT LTSS

2T



it also watches over all the workers from the Point of view of tubercuiosis
because it is Necessary not to forget that workers in the asbestos
mines are susceptible o cortracting tuberculosis like any other indivigual

who deoesn't work in dust, but not more.

Besides this clin tic, which serves to protect the workers, the comzanty
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Asbestos Corporation, vut into production a Program to elininate duse
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At King Mine, the company spent $211,197.34; a+ Beaver Mine the elimina-
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ion of dust cost to dzate $194,804.20; at the Britich-Cancdian Mines the

company cpent for the same ends $156,7531.00 for a total of $562,752.54.
This elimination of Gust 15 a long-winded job. The CONDEnY began it ang
asserts it will continue it. 1+ NOW experiments with gystems it installed

in these three mines. It is perfecting them and just invented a mechanisn

to eliminate the dust at the Place where one gets the i
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of asbestos. This mechaniem having been sati sfactory, the company intends
to install it in all the mills., It is cvident that the sitaiation is no-
yet periect and that there Y&t remeins much work to accomplish
Company seems to have excellent arrangements angd it affirms zhat it wil:

continue the work begun, It recognizes that the dust is a nuisance and it

seems disposed to work towards its elimination as far ac 1s possible

o

Even though the asbesios dust can affcwu‘”u:working conditions of

r

the workers, I think that settlement of this question criticizes +the

b

administration of the comparny more ithan the work conctract. It is an

important and difficult cuestion to decide which are the best mechanisrks
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to eliminate dust in

i

¢iven factory. The conmpany mwst judge if its
lncome permits it fo mzlhe the negsary Cepital outizy for the instaliaticn

0of these machines; it is up to it alsc whether it oucht to Zecide at
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o
1]
n
n
O
i

+

'_.l
9]

....8._ °



In view of trie good will shown by the Company wuntil thne present
in coming to a solution to this problen and in view of the results
already obtained, we do not think it woulg be timely to include 3 clause

in the collective Work contract legally Obliging the company t©o put ip

application C&rfa’ﬂ ways of eliminsting the dust., 211 tha’ muost pe lof:
o the discretion of “he AlYectors of the aaministration of toe company,
All the same, we are asking that the following declaratj n be
included in the contiract: (Master Lesperance dissenting)
"The company recognizes that asbestos dust jis a nuicaice, Tt
declares that it is dis Csed to continue work already started on elimiracing

dust to the extent where it is possible and practical in the interior and
extericr of the factories. The company received the Unieon's regcuests zngd
has reserved making a decision in 1ts discretion of the best wav to mare
this occur; what sum the company coulg spend to this end ang the place
where the money will be invested.

The present clause should not be interpreted at all as a contractual
obligation of the Company, but only as an atfirmation of its disposi-ion

with regard to the problem of eliniination of asbestos
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Thomas Tremblay

President

¥eontreal, December 16, 1949,



