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Carolina Sees Red Over PCBs

Prom Neraid 310N and Wire Rupern

McGEE'S CROSSROADS, N.C.
~ Ksith Langdon planned to cele-
Drate his th#iy last Saturday by

ends over to his
Srother's farm near this map dot in
esstern North Carolina.

But Langdon changed hia mind.
What made him change hie mind
Mes much of the Tar Heel state in an
“aimost unbelievadle anger.” as one
resident puts it. ,

Several days earlier, workers on,
the Langdow farm began to feel (i
“i thought it was my high bicod

pressure,” sald M.H. Coates. “] was.
stomach.” '

“‘l'l!lnll 1S 80 imminent heaith
danger,” Humt's press secretary,
Gary Pearce, said Friday. “But PCB
contamination Is a long-term thing.
That's what makes it scary. We
don’t know the long-term effects of
PCBs on humans.”

PCBs, or polychlorinated biphe- |
wyls, are extremely stable hydro- |
carbons that contain chiorine. Be-
csuse they are fire-resistant, they
have been used as an !

fiuid In electrical equipment since
19208

weak, sick st my ) the Iate
"] thought it Was something they
RATTEATITRLS T,
" said Aane P. Steph
potatoss, break down, that they remain in the
BUT IT wamn't Costes’ bicod environment unless durned at about
g:ym. and l;'wun‘:h ng 2.201_:::' h red B
were ng on crops. It other a few years
wuk“ . foom the i l.ur:'u. lthIPCB::':
chem PCB, which had been & possible cancer-causing agen
dum - Ml ~— slong State aleo are suspected of causing birth
Rosd 210 near thé Langdon farm. By eating minat-
The deiberate epils, sbout a foot 24 10045, which can include nish,
o 3 foot-and-a-half wide, extend . . Lo vl
far b?ud the stretch of State  SefLNeS e In their
Rosd 210 betwesn Smithfleld and tissue and . risk losg-term
. They have matted the grass . fa . 8 N
ll.l"t in the swales .‘l:rv. 250 03
miles of rural rosds, rou, jna Just two months sgo the Es-
30-mils radius around the capital v . Agency
of Raleigh. (EPA) that the importa-
wind could be a-blowin’ & tion and use of PCBs be prohibited.
1o you and your eyes would sting,
Yyour nose would burn and you'd be _MONSANTO CO., which had
sick to your stomach,” said Braxton Sedn TN DRty U.S. manutacturer of
Milse, another worker on the farm PCBs, produc.
of Mitchell Langdon. “You'd want lén; the 8 yeor age. But
water, but if yow drank water you A say about 440 million
felt like you wanted to throw it up. have found their way into
“You sure didn't want anything the enviromment through lesks, va-
to eat at dinner that day. mhwulm‘:tm ~ both
dumpin -
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P to resi of
contaminated arees. Warning signs
aleo are to be posted.

AND, WITHIN the aext two
weeks, state Department of Trans
portstion
cleaning up First
they'll cover the foot-wide spill
areas with activated carbon to sech
up as much of the chemicais as pos-
sible. Then they'll dig up the wnlated

and

soll — an
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subordmate,
sald, “Peopie are incensed that amy-
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