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PCB work
“to be halted

SY. LOUIS (AP) ~ Monsantoi

Industrial Chemicals Co. will
jbalt production of PCB n-
sulating fluids *next year be-
'caun of the public's fear of ad-
verse effects from the chem-
eal. . !

" Monsunto will withdraw com-
pletely lrom the markst o lat-
er than Oct. 31, 1977, said Eatle
H. Harbison Jr., generai man-
ager of the firm's speclalty
! cheraicals divisiom.

Harbison salq Tuesday the
target daje would have been
sooner, but electrical trans
former and, oapacitor manufac-
turers bave snid they would be
unable t codvert to other mi-
terials any earfiery

Monsanta i the doly many-
facturer of PCB (poly-
chiorinated blpheny\). ) mbh
fire-resistant chemical. |,

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency hag found that
PCBs build up in the eaviron-
ment and are thought to cause
reproductive failures, gastric
disorders and ekin lesions ip
mammals

the virtually indestructible
chemical have been dumped
fnto Jandfills, leaked into water
supplies and aliowed to sift into
producﬂm sites, th EPA con

BPA Mmlnmwr Russell

Cant sep i Goulng with Y
cant ﬂr
ta) mn%lm ol' PCB
tamination.”

But he noted ihat PCBs ll
ready in the environment “will
be there for years, moving into
life systems, Including humans.
The problems still nsed to be
addressed vigorously
ernment and industry.”

Monsanto had eaglier quit
m-kln( PCBs for use in car-

less copy paper, fire resist-
ant hydraulic fluids, heat trans-
fer fluid and plasticizers.

The chemical is manufac-
nnd at a Monsanto piant in

Sauget, Hl. Twenty jobs will be
eliminated by the decision to
withdraw from the PCB mar-
ket, but a company spokesman

N .

- cn T

positions wauld be fted
. other work at the plant.

said employes working in !hnq
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