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Enclosed is a report from SPI on the placement of a positive
story on the recent vinyl chloride hearings with the Kings
Features Syndicate.
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THE SOCIETY OF THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY.,INC.

230 PARK AVENUE °* NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10017 » 212/687.2673

August 8, 1974‘

VCM/PVC Public Relations Committee

Attached.FYI is a proof of a syndicated

"column by John Chamberlain which was

distributed by King Features to its
approximately 100 daily newspaper sub-
scribers. : '

The column resulted from a Chamberlain
interview with Ralph Harding shortly
after the close of the vinyl chloride

hearings.
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TIIESB DAYS
et BY JOHN CHAMBLRLAIN : D .

IR cowmoxxmmmv IN THE PLASTICS mnusmv R SR
Welivei in the mtdst of many fears. ’I'he tmuhle 1s that we ‘have no means ot' knowmg in advance 1ust huw

m.my of these ff.ars are mnsplaced e C T e L e T ‘:n"é'A

" Yesterday it was cyclamates that ‘were going to do us.-in. But today cyclamates have. bcen gwen a‘

reasonably clean bill of health So 1t has been with cranberries. But other presumed pcnls anse R f‘j

“The sudden pubhcatlon by the B F. Goodnch Co. of fiews that four workers at 1t5 Louxswlle, Ky., vmyl
- chloride canverswn plant had dxed from a rare form of hver cancer called anglosarcoma now has workers
“in other chexmcal plants ax ound the country lmmg up for dlagnostic tests. The questzon is, will the new fear
: . pass with the assurance that the chem:cal mdustry wxll accept a standard of 50 parts per mllhon exposure
 level to the gas that i zs nsed to make solxd polyvmyl chlonde? (Such is the standard accepted in Britain.) Or
) will the N aderttes, who don’t belleve that the mdustry ever ha.s a case msx..t on kﬂhng the entire polyvmyl
chlor ule busmess by demandmg a “zero exposure" safety standard Wthh cannot m the nature af thsngs bc
o z,udtanteed" \ : o AT on

Wlmteverz' one m;'.\'y Say, the mdustry xtself cannot be accused of cover-up pracuces. The B I‘ Goodnch . -5 '

Chemical Company. has led thc way in makmg mvestxgatxons des:gned to estabhsh tolerable exposure :
" limits. In the early days of vmyl chlonde convers:on to the pol_wmyl plastxc sohd that is used ina myrmd of '

¢

Tl

mdustnal -products, nobody womed about the sweetsmellmg gas that hngered m the plants Smce it takes e

e 15 years and more for an anowsarcoma tumor to develop. xt 15 lmportant to know whcther the 20 or so cases

T

' The trouble is that adversary proceedmgs in whxch the advocates of extreme‘ posmons face each other m
Washmgton will not necessanly lead. to'a saentmc settlement. In Europe..accredxted techmctans set

standards without mdulgmg in passwnate arguments and mcrunmauons. But’ in the U.S., opposmg value i
systems clash, and the scare headhnes make ;t seem that heroas*arevcontiendmg mth vmams, wmth mdustry
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'salu:{ plastic. Econoxmcally spoaking. it 6,500 workers were forced to seek other employment it would cause .
i no greal crxsms. But 700,000 workers are needed to make fin.ished plastic products out of the raw polyvmyl :

Tlclung thew products off is an almost cndless job The plpe now m most frequent use for plumbmg IS a ;

E polyvmyl ptpe. The tilein your shower bath, the cover on your automohtle seat, the tubmg used for eiccmc &
mxlkmg machmes that gwe you relatwely cheap dau'y products the clear wrappmg m ‘which bacon and
othcr meats are sold the phonog,raph records that brmgyou musnc and the saie msulatxon around copper- T
wu'm:, that enable:; you to electrxfy your house at a mmxmum of expense. are all fashnoned out of polyvmyl
chlonde pven the respu‘atury equxpment used by doctors comes from polyvmyl plasth' the medxcal

e

1 supphes made out of the stuxt nave .-;urcly saveu more uve.s than“]ave oeeu laac. ny exposure to .he raw vmyl

LA S

. to be tumed over to sheep rmsmg for mdnstnal fabncs. The paper mdustry, even now suffermg from
} shortages, would be unable to cope w1th the demands for wrappmg denved from farest prcduct.s
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