WEST VIRGINIA STATE HEALTH DEFT.

Memorandum

To: Plsnt Fila. S ' DATE: Jaly 18, 1949

FROM: Paul D. I.-’..lley, Indust“ial Eygieniat

RE:

Acting Director

. Genferecce with plant officials of Minsardo Chemical Cempery, Nitro, West

Virginie conceraing compleint of Urion in cemnection with expozure to
meterials procducing chleracne.

Cr July ‘J.l, -19.!.9, ¥, Selazar erd I visited ke Momsarte Chemicel Qc...}:::.;'

end coenferred with ¥, J. R, Durland, Flant ¥exoger end ¥Mr. Ed Volz rogerding

- the accident which occurred ‘2% the plant on Marck 8, 1949,

As explainsd by Mr, Durlend thies process was onz in a sories of processss
inovelved in the mumufseture of trichlorphensxyecetic seid or the weed killer,
#2-4~5-T7,+ The particulsr process é!ﬁ Hg.;_red was the zmanufacture of trichlcrphen:
In thls precess tstracklorcbenzerns, soda e=d peihyl eleonol are intre=
duced in%to the subtocleve which is than hented Y7 gos fires o approxi=msisly
155%¢, This preeess hod been ip operztdon for approxizmatsly six mernthe and hzg
worked satisfactorily wstll this day at which ti=zs tks tempereture coztinued

" - 40 rige and they wera unabls to check &ke riziznz teamperature which cozssqusntly

blew the 2afet vy va alvs ea ths autoﬂlavs.

. The safoty v_lva on the sutoelave was extended sbove end direcoed back tewsrd
~ the Trarsits roof consequently thz materiel dlscharging thrcugh the gafety velv:

pipe bhlew back ezainzt the roof with such foree that it w2z caved ip arnd the ex!
workirny ares wes contaminated., In realizing ths pesaitle dangers -u-.Ol""Bd, ‘he
ccapany immedietely sot eboul clesning vy th2 are2 to amme exient exd of ght cday:
efter exposurs ths chloracne becsse e'fid..... Cxly rzeentldy 618 thaer ’tvag‘..n e
thorough clezzing uwp of the arez ezd the equipment: a:ad budlding vhieh i3 p.e'h‘y
mesh ott in the op»n was sproysd with gluzim= pelint, This opera’aic:: h-s not
bzen resumed since the trouble znd the cc::pazv hes beexn purchasing t=

_ trichlcrphsaol.

¥r, Dzn*....nd adviged tha‘* ‘chey bad sept eamples of the materisl to thelr researek:

laboratory for idestification bubt that the hbcrato*-y hed not beexn able to

defiritsly identify the meterisl whick ves produced et the toususlly kigh tempes
ture, Tho ma.‘.’.eria.. produced, ineidentally, wes a black, granulsr suusizace wkic
spparently contolred gcme gressy properity. ia tha- wae:: worked with a spatula it

" had & tendency to cake, -

© Mr, Darlexnd edvized ths.‘c their rezesreh & pz:t,nezzt hed been e“.:;o : :‘.:‘en..iiy enl

thz prosencs of chlorine end phezol whigh wzs sxpected, IV wes su bcs‘t:d to i
Durlsnd thet pozsidly this Puresn conld c‘.:t._ir. 4‘he pervicos of & Da':::..o_c;ist
£rea tke U, S. P. H. S.y Plvicion of Industriel ‘Iy;iena ‘for further exzzineticn

.of the workexrs end censuliaticn of the probadla mature of‘ the materizl, Mr,

Durland was in egras:,ent with this move ond indlcaied that they wis:tod to taks
every stop possible {o spsure thet thedr workers wers net Surther o

kewsver, e::;o*osvd the epiniez thet thoy had dﬂcﬁ“"""‘n.;e"f the oo
the czzes of cXlorpcne rvesulisd frem the initl:xl exposure during th

the cnsat of the chloracrnz,



Sanples of the meterial which tkey had collected both rrcn the ipside of the
autocleve and from the material which hsd spreyed on the bullding were given
to us for use by ourselves and the Pubdlic Eeelth Service for future werk.

Upon inguiry of ¥r, Durlard it vas expiainsa t;hat soe.;-s “of the workers hsd
been exexined by Dr, Boggs and Dr. Nalson fo¥ exy sigms of possible liver
dszage, but that a1l results, to the best of his knowledge, ware psgative.

We glso discussed with him the reported cases by the Unioz of 4wo men who

‘were s0 exposed that zre mow 'in 2 hogpiisl with pains in the legs, ¥r,

Dirland -again advised that these spscific cases hed not beesn sltributied 4o
the exposure ‘by the physicians bub thet it was their belief thet the two
cases were purely coinpcidental.

Dr, Relson, tha plant physicisn, vesz ewgy on vacation at the tize of our

visit md will be contzeted upon his retwrn, It wes polnted out to My,
Durland that the procsdure they should heve followed wes to contact ik
Burezu for.help cn such’a.problea,

SRA

Paal Do Halley
Industrial Hygleniszt
Acting Director
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