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DSAG may

Bill Macdonald w.lled
has not made a decision so  “‘two fairly major leaks.”’.
gfar on whether to charge On July 6, 12 tonnes
iDiamond .Shamrock (12,000 kilograms) of
‘Alberta Gas (DSAG) with 'vinyl chloride monomer
i i violation of the Clean Air - (VCM), a known car-
JAct, after DSAG acciden- cinogen, were released in-
Itally - relcased dangerrus to the atmosphere, after
Zchemicals into - the at- workmen tried to replacea -
.-mosphere -7 ;control mechanism on a'
~ The. 'detision’, on " faulty reactor. . =23
whether -or- not ‘DSAG - .On " July . 16, 4000

. Alberta Environment

“would be charged would - kilograms of VCM were .

bebased on two incidents, released, but only 250
i one on July 6, and the se- kxlograms were released .
cond on- July 16 that. into the atmosphere. The
“ Alberta’ Environment .Air remainder of the highly
Quahty Control engineer * flammable chemical was .

bt et ¢ T S e e T 3 AR, HMJ—.HM‘-‘._M.":" -

.:plant's momtonng - sta-

.

"'-s e Sh f-""~ﬂ"“'(. T .—.
ch d : A.‘

it h-fe-_

2'?

“,u,

L]

safely from ‘the Diamond =~ *: Ray
5" Shamrock Alberta Gas_ dlrector

»-‘ (DSAG) “plant’ July " 6, ‘Federation* ‘of,  Labour,; ~
‘disagreés” “with - - Morum.-
thlonde monomer (VCM) = Sentes said, high concen->.

whcn & leak “of - vmyl

w occurred depends on who _trations

£y you 1 talk to.'. ™

;,-‘.

&Were-eva'cuated “ina mat- “
Erter of seconds" after thc
pJeak oecurred: £, ST
[ ,wﬁ,Morum 3 sald

: bumed off m the plant s

*"employees, changing.

"..header_ system that leads

" flare system. -7 -
:~ - Macdonald said - &
- decxs:on will not be made

" investigated. -

. of $1,000t081, soo.
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nger questloned

- of .,-not. posure over. long penods parts’ per “million.” That’
employees were cvacuated of nme pose any danger.

¥ short ‘term have.. ‘just ~as .
o .Plam: ’Mamiger John - much. potential_ for- caus
orum ¢ said.. employecs :ing:_cancer' as. lower-, L X
pos_ures over longer terms. -
Sentes.saxd the danger, ;danger when, there is |:x-1
is"that? ‘a thres‘hold limit ° -“posure toacancer-causmg
Lthe~» wvalie has.not been’ deter—-
ke tmployees i the plant at mined {ynth :VCM, ;and
L"thc ‘tithe: of the leak face ~other™
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be charg

the plant. The direcuon of

the wind at the time of the_ -
cident ' occured - when incident was from " the
a’ north-west and it was rain- _"
filter, - accidentally left ing quite heavily. Mac- ]
open a valve, releasing the donald said that would ac-
chemical -into the plant’s™ count for the low reading. "1
" . On July 16, 0.2,parts"
.per billion of VCM was"
~.|:enorded in the air from
‘two monitoring stations -
downwind of the "plant ]
over a 24-hour period. ]
The wind at the time of -

- the incident” was at low

speeds from the- east- ']
' north-east, and shxt'tmg

. from the south-east. :
-the’ - Macdonald said there 3
.is no way for Alberta En- 3
vironment to know " the

concentration of VCM-in ;

. the atmosphere at the time ]
- .of the. incidents, and the..
ﬂhon “of " :,,VCM was plant’s momtormg " sta-]
frecorded #in ™ the ""at-" - tions -only “take- readmgs
mosphere by the monitor-... averaged over a 24-h0ur

ing station downwind of " period. .. R A, "(,;:Q
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flare stack. The second in-

to the u:cmerator and
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on charges until reports
sent by DSAG to Alberta-
Environment have been
‘Diamond
Shamrock could face fines
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rtions, ‘located around the,
plant,"dunng the July 6 in-
Tover a. 24-hour
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-t:gurers becoming less and’
Sentes, - safety < less, .the” more there " is!
for . -Alberta known ~about .- the
chemxcal He said there is]
a- threshold’ - limit valuei
““with" toxic chemicals hke:
‘of VCM ' over:a . ammonia, but not enough’
= research has been done on
carcmogemc (cancer caus
mg) ‘chemicals.; . 33 i
" =4There is alwaya_

]
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SemesF said’ research

RS carcm-ogemc ~*into'VCM ifdicate that ex-

agent," ‘Sentes said.
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ﬁ o danger ‘of getting .chemicals] New danger _ posure to the chemical,/in!

+cancer from short term ex- .
“pasure to VCM,.

levels are bemg determin.’
““even’ ed all the time. Sentes said - -
*‘though -concentrations ‘of .’ the present danger “evel - *tamors _

both long’ and short term.
:can  cause - cancerous:’
in “'the . -liver,}

7..VCM were high.’} Morum_ - for > VCM : over, ;a7 Jong ! kidney; -lung... s;omacﬁ.j

saxd only _eoncenu-ated ex- penod of exposure s 10" and brain
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