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. .a.KowseeBsbestos, long known as
a life saver, is now
recognized as the leading
industrial cause of cancer.
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A3 company towns go, Manville, New
Jersey fpo ulation: 15,000), has much
to be than{"fnl for. Besides deriving its
livelihood from the 2,225 jobs pro-
vided by the Johns-Manville Company
~the nation's largest manufacturer of
asbestos products—the “town enjoys a
number of fringe benefits. In the late
1950s Johns-Manville donated $100,000
for a high schoo! building. Over the
past three vears it has given another
$100,000 to Somncrset Hospital in nearby
Somerville. The company has also

- picked up the hill for a large part of

Manville’s $125,000 worth of ambulance
and rescue vehicles, and it has donated

some $250,000 worth of pipe for the

town's new sewage system. Town Far-
bage is dumped at the company’s refuse
site, a scrvice worth another $100,000 a
year. On a smaller scule the company
is an easy touch for everything from
building materials for the new Veterans

Bruce Porter, who specializes in writing
about environmental subjects, teaches
journalism at Brooklyn Collcge. For-
merly he was Newsweek's urban affairs
editor, :
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of Foreign Wars hall to the $10,000
needed for beer and hot dogs at the
annual volunteer firemen's picnic.

But now, it turns out, Manville citi-
zens have been paying a high price
for such largess. The incidence of Jung
cancer among Johns-Manville employees
is four times the national norm. Meso-
thelioma—a form of ches: or abdominal
cancer that accounts for only ane out
of every 10,000 deaths in the gencral
population—has in the last eight years
claimed the lives of at least hfty-eight
Manville residents, most of them work-
ers in the Johns-Manville plant. Asbes-
tosis, or “white lung”—~a severe scarring
of the lungs caused by inhaling as-
bestos fibers over the course of many
years—is another discase that plagues
the company town. Beginning as a mere
shortness of breath, ashestosis develops
into a near paralysis that makes breath-
ing and bodily movement increasingly
difficult. In the end tRe victim's lungs
function so marginally that, if the in-
dividual docs not suffer death from
respiratory illnesses such as pneumonia,

- he will eventually suffocate.

One Manville resident who is only
too well“acquainted with asbestosis is
George Smith—"Smitty™ to his friends
—who moved to New Jersey twenty
years ago from a Pennsylvania steel
town. He was thirty-nine years old at
the time, and he was active and healthy.
“I was always off hunting or fishing,”
Smitty told me. I couldn’t stand not to
be doing something, vou know.” A vear
ago last fall, after seventeen vears of
making asbestos-lined sewer pipe in the
Johns-Manville factory, Smitty came
down with asbestosis. “I didw'e know
what the hell it was,” he recalled. “It
was just a little shortness of breath, f'ou
know, and F'd alwavs been as healthy
as a horse all my life. The last doctor
I'd seen was when 1 was born. At first
I thought it was just something that
would pass, but then it started getting
worse and worse, until onc day 1 came
to work and ] could barcly nove, |
didn't think I'd make it through the
day.” .

Smitty is now virtuallv immobile.
Unable to work, he sits all day in the
kitchen of the J & J Dclicatessen across



George Smith, a victim

of asbestosis: “God help
the man who ties up with

anything like this’
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the street from the plant. At night Smit-
tv hobbles back to his room above
Marv’s Tavern—a one-block journey
that takes him ncarly twenty minutes
because he must stop ta cateh his
breath every three steps, Tlis by s
thin and frail, and when he talks the
words rsttle ot of -his mouth in a
series of haarse belehes. “Even if my
friends would take me, 1 don’t think 1
could fish anymore, beeause if 1 got a
bite 1 couldn’t do anything about it,”
Smitty said. “I'm finished. I can’t work.
1 can't do anything. God help the man
wha ties up with anvthing like this.”
While the effects of ashestos-related
diseines are, i themselves, fearful, the
prenpect of the ol they may ke n
s b dn the near fntaee s even owee
ser. Bia the nest few venes, phvsieiuns who
hiane studied the problem predict, the
mumber of deaths resalting from as-
hestos-related diseases can be expected
to reach nc:\r-epidemic proportions.
This is so because the gestation period
for asbestosis and mesothelioma ranges
between twenty and forty years. Hence,
workers who joined the plant in the
late 19305 nm{ 19405 are just now be-

ginning to suffer the consequences. A
study of 689 Johns-Manville employees
that was released last May showed
that out of seventy men and women
who had worked at least twenty years
in the plant’s formerly very dusty tex-
tile division, some twenty-four of them,
or 34 per eent, had died. This death
rule is nearly triple thal of a similar
group in the general population,

“The nest five or ten years are going
to be rough in Manville,” 1 was told by
Dr. Irving J. Sclikoff, director of the
Environmental Sciences Laboratory at
Mount Sinai Hospital in New York and
the scientist who conducted the study,
“hevanse a lot of people ave going to he
dying, aml s fur no one ks what
o doabout 1.7 D, Seliboll adds: “\Whnl
i tragic I ot this s s manemnde
discase, It ds not a visitntion  from
hewven, I was preventable, The se.
rious situation that now exists is a ree-
ord of failuire on the part of us all—
scientists, industry, and governmental
authority. And inJ;nsl_ry is correct, in my
opinion, in pointing out that what we're
secing now is a result of our mistakes
in the past. Having said this, 1 would

urge the most intense efforts to enst
that we do not continue to make th:
mistakes. Too many men and won
have died of our blunders already.”

Perhaps no other mineral is so wov
into the fabric of American life as
ashestos, lmpervions to heat and fibro
—it is the onlv mineral that can
woven into cloth—ashestos is spun i
fireproof clothing and theater curtai:
as well as into such household item:
noncombustible drapes, rgs, pot he
ers, and ironing-board covers. Mi
into slurry, ashestos is spraved ¢
girders and walls to provide new hu
ings with (iwprnn[ imsnlation, It is v
I floor tiles, 1oofing felts, aned i n
phsteshnands wod walllwands, Addw?
Is ahsor o byt edtient o plaster el «
ea und of puny paints and pultie,
“tinerad of o honsind wses"—an ol
lete nicksame: the present connl ata
at around 3,000 uses—is probably
ent in somne form or ather in every he
school, office building, and facton

~the country. Used in %.nuke linings
clutch facings, in muflflers and gasl
in sealants and caulking, and exten:
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Opén spraying of asbestos

on construction sites has
only recently been banned
in some Eastern cities. _

’
Iv isedd i ships, ashestos is alse a com-
ponent of every midern vehicle, includ-
gz space ships.

Au estimated five million people—
men and women emploved in asbestos
plats, insulation workers, construction
workers, stcamfitlers, carpenters, tile
setters, and the like—daily hireathe in
significant amounts of ashestns fibers,
During Waorkl \War 1T some 1.5 million
Americans worked in the shiplwilding
bdontiv and were s ocenpatiomlly
espuasisd 1o asbaesdon filsers, An estimaled
3.25 million of these people ane still
alive. Medical scientists fear that the
Sceventies will bring the first big wave
of :lsl)o.\"lns-indmﬂ;:c:mccrs among this
scgmient of the population,

In a study published last March in
the Journal of the National Cancer In-
atitute, Dr. Merle F. Stanton, a scien-
tist at the National Institutes of
Health, ranked asbestos second only to
cigarette smoke among the known
causes of cancer. Dr. Stanton’s study
points up the fact that asbestos Bbers
pose a threat to the health of the gen-
cral public. It is a threat that most
cities and towns and federal agencies,
like most ashestos-products manafactur.
ers, have been slow to recognize and
slow (o respond to. For years the sight
of fharies of ashestos fibers  floating
down from construetion sites was com-
monplace in American cities and towns.
It was not until Febmary of Jast year
that New York City banned, outright,
the use of ashestos in sprays used to fire-
ool buildings. And New York was a
}mdvr in this ficld. (Last December the
Fuvironmental Protection Agency—fol-
Jowing the example set by New Yok,
Bentons, Philadelphia, s the state of

Minvis—took the first legal steps to- -

ward Linming construction site spray-
ing aned “the visible emission of ashestos
partienlate natter”™ during repair and
demadition of buildings thronghont the
wation.) How many New Yorkers were

breathingg the stall in? Two years g’

Dr. Selikofl and his associates at Mount
Sinai stwdiéd hing tissues from 3,000
consecutive  autopsies  performed  at
three different New York hospitals;
they found traces of asbestos in 48.3 per
cent of them. The air in New York may
not be typical of that in other cities, but
the statistics stand as a waming.

The fibers to which the general pub>-
lic may be exposed do not come only
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in visible blizzards or invisible swirls in
big cities. Each time a car mechanic
airhoses out a brake housing, he spreads
ashestos fibers through his garage. Each
time a do-it-yourself or professional
carpenter saws up wallboard or plaster-
board containing asbestos, he releases
fibers into the air. So ubiquitous
is asbestos that one tends to forget
it is there at all. Last fall the New
York City Department of  Air " Re-
sonrees tested several brands of pow-
dery papicr-micheé mix widely nsed in
clementary  school, and  found  that
some samples contained 50 per cent or
more ashestos.

The United Stales is the workl's fore-
maost comsumer of ashestos. In the span
of years from 1965 to 1969 American
manufacturers purchased nlmost one-
third of the world's ontput of as-
bhestos—an average of 800,000 tons
per year, Jolos-Manville js the giant of
America’s hooming, $1-billion ashestos
mamilacturing business.  According o
Matt Swetonie, seerctary of the Ashes-
tos Information Association, an iudnstry-
fonded  data distrilntion  center with
headeprarters in New York City, ]ulms-
Manville  manufactines hetween 33
and 40 per cent of the mation’s ashestos
fiber. In 197} the $700-million corpora-
tion netted $42.7 million; last year it
netted $53 million. Of the country's
400 asbestos-products plants, which em-
ploy a total of 31,000 men and women,
Johns-Manville owng fifty-five, the

largest of its plants being the one in °

Manville, New Jersey. (In 1912 Henry
W. Johns, Jr. and Thomas F. Manville

established their first ashestos-products
plant in what was then called the town-

. ship of 1illsharough. Soon the plnt was

recciving so much freight addressed to
Johns-Manville that milroad men nick-
named the place Manville. In 1929 this
name was formally adopted by the com-

Jpany town.)

Located some forty miles sounthwesl
of New York, Manville is a plain, pre
domimmtly Polish-Americun town il
ot on either skle of o b nab
street. ponctoatedd by oo single Bl
Jight, Maost of the honses it lise tu
sidde streets are post=World War H bein
galows and Cape Codders, cach witl
its small front lawn and bhackyard. Tl
tall factory stack and the sprawling
complex ot dingy old and spanking nev
buildings of the Johns-Manville plw
dominate the scene,

I went to Manville, not because th:
asbestos plant there was Johns-Man
ville's biggest and longest establishcc
but because the town's working popnla
tion had been studied more closely tha
that of any other asbestos compan:
town. 1 went also becanse 1 had rea:
about the conditions that had lon;
prevailed at the Manville plant, am
which had heen shown to be the caus
of the local plague, md becanse 1 ha
heard of new palicies that promises
great. if late, improvement in those con
ditions. I saw Manville, New Jersey a
a laboratory in which to study the phe
nomenon of a group of businessime
and industrial workers trving to cop
with the painful discovery that thei
Jong-cherished means of livelihood has
Tethal side to it. 1¢is a phenomenon that
1 suspeet, las ocenrred, and will repeat
edly ocenr, in the connse of this centor
in which industrial  progress alway
seems 1o ontstrip man's knowledge o
the full himan comequences of sue
progress. For, onee on the move, i
dustry is usually oo preoceupied
pamse, Jook ek, md help ont, -

Fridence that ashestos fibers e
Tong damage was on liond even befo
Johns and Manville started up ope
ations in New Jersev. But, as Panl Bro
deur observed in “The Magic Mineral
an article published in The New York:
in 1968, “coyncss on the part of indu
try, timidity on the past of labar, an
o?tuscncss on the part of the medic
profession often combined to make ear
investigations into the health of asbests
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An electron microscope

reveals asbestos fibrils
found in the air of an

asbestos worker's home.

worthers meaningless,” Then, iu. 1928

< ol 1929, the chiel medical inspietor

of Al Mitish Vome Offic’s Bnctory de-
pawtmient examingd 3 mshestas-testiln
worhers i loand that e than 25

per eont oi them showed evidence of
suffering fromn ashestosis, In 1931, on
the basis of the inspector’s findings, Par-
lament made the disease compensable
and. among other measures, instituted
periodical checkups for workers engaged
in particularly hazardous processes in
the industrv. Next, in 1955, Dr. Rich-
ard S.- Doll, director of the Statistical
Research Unit of the British Medical
Research Council, completed a study
of 113 consecutive autopsies of men
who had been occupationally exposed

. to ashestos for more than twenty vears.

Doll's study showed that the extent to
which they had risked Jung cancer over
the whole period was eleven times as
great as that of men in the general pop-
ulation of England and Wales. Brodeur
observes in his pioneering article on
this subject: “From then on, many doc-
tors were convinced that a causal re-
lationship between asbestos exposure
and Jung cancer had been demonstrat-
ed, although almost no part of the vast

ashestos industry either acknowledged -

the relationship or found it advisable to
aid the independent researchers who
were investigating §t.”

The health hazard posed by asbestos
came home to Manville in 1963, when
Dr. Maxwell Borow, a Jocal physician,
found that seventeen townsmen had
diedd of mesothelioma within the span
of three vears. Four years later Borow
asked Johns-Manville for $3,000 to
finance a display to educate both work-
ers andd the medical profession at large
on asbestos-related discases; his re-
quest was turned down. Borow sub-
sequently approached the workers
vnion, Local 800 of the United Paper-
makers and Paperworkers; the union
organized the collection of the needed
moncy.

\Why had Johns-NManville declined to
help out? “It. was our opinion,” Jack
Solon, the corporation’s vice-president
in chage of enviconneatal allairs, ox-
phaiveessd ter e, “that i 1067 there wis
a weed b Jean e abwaat mesatheli
stnn betane npelationship witly abiestos
cnld be aflinned o dendi<.” Besides,
Solon aedded, sinee 1930 the company
haed already spent sume $2 to $3 million

. aum
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on new dust-control eipment and, as
a result, considered the Manville plant a
safe place to wark in. Men and women
who worked at the plant in the Fifties
and Sixties, however, failed to notice
that the new equipment made any ap-
preciable difference. “There were times
when the air was so thick with ashestos
dust in some places that you coukdn't
even see,” 1 was told by a textile divi-
sion worker who has heen with the com-
pany for thirty-two vears. “Sometires

it was even impassible to breathe witha -

respirator because the filters would get
so clogged with asbestos.” (Respirators

workers. The wearer sweats and his
eyes smart. For workers who have car-
diac or pulnonary problems, breathing
through an ordinary respirator adds to
the strain on their hngs and heart.
Air-cooled respirators that supply air 1o
the wearer arc bulky and costlv.)

Even outsicde the factory the air was
frequently full of the potentially deadly
fibers. Tn the Lost Vallev section of
town——un area downwind from the fac-
torv—the fiber fallout would get so
thick that homeowners had to hose the
stuff off their houses. Directly in front
of the plant conditions were even worse.
“When I'd direct traflic there,” Sgt.
George Kalman of the Manville police
recalled, “there were davs when it was
e we were Tmving siow Dorrles i
July. 1o take ol sny bat, wed 0 wonld
T evveresd with thiv white dasi”

Meanwhile,  exnmdnatTons by com-
pany doctors were carried oul mlly uee
every two vears—=a schedule that was

are Eenemllv unpopular wmong ashestos
T

increased 1o once a year i 1972, Such
nfreaquent checkups may bave been sal-
ficient 10 monitor a slowly developing
cuse of wshestasic, It they weere Jees
wselyl as o means of qnjylging »n victim
of a swittly developing cancer, partic
ularly mesothelioma, a disease that nor-
mally proves fatal six months to a year
after the cancer shows up in X-ray pic-
tures. (To jump from past decades to
an illustration from the recent past:
in December 1971 Danny Maciborski,
a fortv-nine-year old cx-marine who
had worked for Johns-Manville for thir-
3' years, checked in at the company

ispensary for his biennial physical and

‘was given a clean hill of health. A few

weeks later, however, he felt a strunge
sensation in his abdomen—us if his
stomach were “getting bigger,” as he
put it—and went to see a privite phy-
sician, who in tum seut him to Dr.
Borow. Borow’s tests showed that Ma-
ciborski had a mulignant tumor of the
membrane that lines the abdominal
cavity—in other words. mesothelioma.
“I knew what it was because evervbody
at the plant knows about ashestosis and
mesathelioma now,”™ Maciborski tok] a
reporter for the Netw York Post. § wasn't
surprised or shocked about it . .. .1
just asked | Dr. Borow]), "How Jong have
I got? ™ Maciborski died Jast Septem-
her. He lasted as long as he did because
he was willing to go to the dictor every
two weeks to have up to eight ¢uarts
of fluid pumped out of his abdomen.
Johns-Manville paid Maciborski’s medi-
cal expenses, and, as provided by New
Jersey state compensation laws, it is
paving his widow $76 a week—a sum
that will drop to 872 this aunc. when
her eldest son will turn cighteen.)
Why, throughout the Fifties and Six-
ties, did men and women cmtinue to
work in the plant if conditions were so
hazardous? The answer wonkl scem to
have as much to do with psvehology as
with economics. “It's funny,” savs Ches-
ter Raczkowski, a fortv-one.vear-okl
machinist and wnion shop steward at
the plant, “but the only penple who
seem scared of this stalf come from ont-
side the community.” To Nacelowski,
who hs swenked at the pl.ml sMuee e
was efglieen, hiv joby bs a way ol M
thal hiee i oot ahout o glve o Jost Iwe
enuse of n few “seare stonies™ in (he
wess, “You and 1 eun work v o place
}ur thirty-five years, and mavbe you gel

20
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- An asbestos-induced mesothelioma
may take up to forty years
to develop. Here, an X-ray
photograph of normal lungs.

cancer or something and | dol't—wlio's
to sv? Dr. Borow savs he's an expert
on this mesothelioma or whatlever it’s
vallsl. How do 1 hoow? Maxvbe 'm
Eatadistie, Dt Twm o Catholie, and 1
figme von die when it's time 1o die”
One thing Nacshowski does know is
that bee wondd fiod it fiffienlt o Jeave
his job al the Jolms-NManville plant. As
a fiosteekins machinist, he ears $:0.25 an
hour, has a live-week vacation, and s
entithsd 10 a gencrous hospitalization
mogrm. “Where clse conld 1 get all
these benefits?™ Rackowski asks,

Raczkowshi's attitude—Ffatalism mixed
with a sense of being pretty well off
where he ds—is one shoared by the
town's oflicinls, most of whom work at
the plant, ton, Manville's mayor s o
tnctory supervisor, A majority of the
members of the loeal board of health,
whise duties include secing to it that
the town's air is fit to breathe, are also
emploved by Johns-Manville. Last
spring. when the town belatedly de-
cided to ascertain whether asbestos
fibers were still sifting down on Man-
ville, it seemed only natural that the
board should ask the company to do the
monitoring. The air was found clean.

Indeed, by 1972 Johns-Manville had
taken a series of steps to clean up its
factory, thereby improving the quality
of the town’s air. Much of the impetus
for improvement came in the form of
a 158-day strike in the winter of 1969-
70. The main issues involved in the
strike included such conventional items
as overtime pay and job security, but
it wasn't until the union brought the
issue of health into the talks that it
found real clout. “It was then,” 1 was
told by Wilbur Ruff, former plant man-
ager at Manville and now the factory's
director of community and emplovec
relations, “that they started getting a
lot of sympathy in the press.” Finally,
the company agreed to admit union
representatives to the plant’s environ-
mental committee, thus allowing them
to examine fiber counts made in the
factory, and to iet workers see their own
company-kept health records.

Two powerful nudges, felt by the
entire industry, came later in 1970 and
in 1971, In December 1970 Congress
passed the Occupational Safety and
Health Act, which established the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (n10sit), & body charged
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with  comducting  envirommental and
medical rescarch necessary to develop
safe industrial standards, and empow-
ered the Labor Department’s Occupa-
tional Safetv and Health Administra-
tion (osua) to promulgate and enforce
these standards. Shortly after the act
became effective, in April 1971, Local
800 in Manville filed a complaint which
brought inspectors in. Violations were
found and citations issued.

Then, in November 1971, under the
provisions of the newly effective act,
the industrial union department of the
AFL-C1I0 requested then-Secretary of
Labor James Hodgson to promulgate
emergency standargs for asbestos dust
and lower the acceptable fiber count
from five so-called long fibers per cubic

centimeter of air to two. (A long Aber

is one greater than five ‘microns in

. length.) The arL-cio request claimed

that five million American workers were
being exposed to increasingly dense
concentrations of airborne asbestos fi-
bers and that the situation called for
prompt action. Hodgson took his time.
Early in 1972 he appointed an Advi-
sory Committee on Asbestos Dust and
hired Arthur D. Little, Inc., a consult-
ing firm with a liberal reputation, to
Erovidc advice on the economic feasi-
ility of lowering the fiber count.
(Arthur D. Little, Inc., assembled a
braintrust consisting, of thirteen ex-
ecutives from the shi[:building indus-
try, twelve executives from the asbestos

Mcanwhile s10m1 prt together o s
cial advisory groap of medical resear
ers 1o ook into the filwer-conmt probh
Both the Bodgsmcappointed Advis
Commitlee an Ashestos Dust und
Arose pane} recommended Iowering
count o two fibers, The Arthar 1), .
the panel, on the other Band, coeh
that the five-fiber commtl was safe
that bringing the cosnt dows wonkl
probibitively  expensise for all i
trialists concerned. Then, in June, (
days were sct aside for public heari
at the Labor Department’s affices
Washinglon, D.C. )
Preclictably, Dr. Seilkofl argied
the lowest possible comnt. (So, ton
the last fow montls of hiv life,
Dy Maciborshi, wlane appean
at the hearings ome Johns-Manville
ficial § talked o referred to as Jun
been “in had taste.”) Dr. Selikoff po
ed out that, while researchers ki
that a worker must be exposed to I
doses of asbestos dust before he ¢
tracts asbestosis, they also know
considerably less exposure can c:
mesothelioma. (As far back as the e
1960s medical researchers in such
flung parts of the world as Johan
burg, London, and Pittsburgh v
coming up with reports on large n
bers of mesothelioma victims who
had no direct occupational exposur
asbestos: wives of asbestos wor
who had inhaled fibers when shal
out their husbands’ work clotl
ple who had simply lived wit
alf a mile of an asbestos facton
fourtecn-vear-old boy whose onlyv ¢
tact with the fibers occurred when
helped his Father saw and install plac
board.) Lowering the fiber count wi
reduce the incidence of asbestosis, t
but it would nnt necessarily solve
problemn of ashestos-related cancers.
this point, Selikoff was able to cite
dence from his just completed stud
the 689 Manville workers. It den
strated that, under usual factory
ditions, as the incidence of asbes
declines the incidence of cancer
In his survey of workers in the {orr
high-fiber-count textile divisiun, fon
stance, Sclikoff found that 39 per cor
the workers’ deaths resulied from as
tosis, 24 per cent from various typc

industry, and eleven doctors, most of -cancer, whereas in areas where the f

whom had previously served as con-
sultants to the asbestos industry.)

count was comparatively Jow (the
not as Jow as counts recently achi



Once active, mesothelioma

spreads swiftly. This X-ray
photograph shows a lung covered
with cancerous growth.
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at the Manville plant). such as the come

pam’s research iboratory or its main-
tevance shop, cancer acconnted for 10
per cent of the workers” deaths, ashest-
mis  for appronimately 5 per cent,
("What was happeninge.® 1 was told by
Dr. William ). Nicholomn, an associate
of Seliboll's at Mount Sivai, “was that,
withot ashestosis, these people Tived
kimpger, which gave them tine to die
fromn cmseer, nho cansed by asbuten,”)
A sevvned point nide by Seliboll was
that the manitaving technigues wsed Lo
wnverlains the filer et set by (e Do
srtiient of Labor yecoed only g -
wia, although shienter libers are eqpubly
supuablee of comsing coneer. Moreover,
i a cnbic-centimeter sample of air con-
taining  the admissable ¢t of five
loug filers there may be ten to 100
times as many short fibers. And it is
these uncounted ones that remain in
the air the longest. (In a recent con-
versation 1 asked Dr. Selikof what
these figures meant in terms of the
wumbers of fbers an ashestos worker
can be asked to breathe in the course
of an cight-hour work day. Each of us
respires approsimately one million cubic
centimeters of air in an hour, he ex-
plained. Thus, in eight hours men and
women assigned to sections of an nsbes-
tos plant where the five-fiber count ob-
tains respire some forty million fibers. If
the so-called short fibers are taken into
account, the number of fibers respired
caily rises to around four billion.)
\Vhile Dr. Selikoff and other medical
rescarchers stressed health factors at the
Lalyr Department hearing, asbestos in-
dustry spokesmen emphasized economic
considerations. Henry' B. Moreno, Johns-
Manville’s senior operating vice-pres-
ident, asserted that to achieve a two-fi-
ber-comnt level in all of jts ashestos fac-
tories would cost about $12 million in
capital expenditures, plis some $5 mil-
lion in additional operating expenses
each vear. This would mean, he said,
that the company would simply have to
close down the dustier operations in the
Manville plant and fire 800 employces
—all but killing off the ecunomic life
of the town. Nor, he argued, would the
effccts of a two-fiber standard stop
there. Other asbestos companies would
be forced to lay off workers; they would
have to begin buying ashestos materials
from abroad. “It is obvious,” said Mo-
reno, “that the overall effect of lowering
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the present [standard] to two fibers per
ce. would have a very substantial eftect

In July Hodgson—rebuffing both his
Advisory Committee on Ashestos Dust
andl the niosit panel—agreed to allow
the exposure standare to remain at five
fibers for four more years; only in 1970

- wonld the standard be lowered to the

safer-sounding count of two fibers.
Johns-Manville welcomed Hodgson's
decirion. “The new occupational health
standard for asbestos issued today,”
declared a company notice to stock-
holders, which came out the same day
us the Labor Secretary’s decision, “will
have no tangible cffect on sales and
earnings of Johns-Manville Corpora-
tion.” The release went on to say that
between now and the department’s

- 1976 deadline company officials would

have to study the “economics and over-
all profitability” of the Manville opera-

Asbestos Fiber Countdown

The chart below shows percentages of as-
bestos-fiber-count samples obtained at
work stations represcntative ol all those in
full operation at the ime at Johns-Manvilie's
Manvilie, New Jersey, plan! duning four years
for which such counts are available.

Less More -
than 2-5 5-12 than
2 fibers fibers [libers 12 libers
1965 15.6 248 513 83
1967 9.8 13.7 255 510
1871 140 27.2 439 149
1972 91.0 9.0

(Fipures prowited by Sheidon Samuets. direcior of
heatih and environmenial stisrs 1or the AFL-CIO s
ndusinal yron department)

tion before deciding whether it would
mcet the reduced expasure standards or
close down much of the plant. (Apropos
of Juhos-Manville's prioritics, it might
be noted that, while. the company ex-
pressed eqqualms aboni spending more
money o nke its factories safer places
ta work in, it recently spent $23.9 mil-
Yion 1o trasfer its corporate headipar.
ters from New York City lo a pristine
selling twelve mikes ontside Denver.,)

Dr. Selikolt took o different view
of Hodgson's four-more-years: decivion,
stinntingg that some HOAXKD men nwd
wotmen will enter aslastosaclded .
dustries betore the fiber commt is kny.
ered dn 10706, he predieted that 20,000
of thens might be expeclesd to die of g
cancer, 7,000 of mesothelioma, and an-
other 7,000 of other cancers and asbes-
tosis—a high rate of death from these
diseases that could, and should, have
becn lowered.

1972 proved to be a paradoxical year
in Johns-Manville history. In \Washing
ton, as we have seen, one company
s]pokcsmam after the other had pre-
dicted dirc financial results not just
for the industry but for the entirc econ-
omy if the fiber count were lowered.
Back in Manville, however, company
engineers were bringing the count way
down without causing a dip in the divi-
dends. At the hearings Sheldon Samueis
director-of health and environmental af
fairs for the aFL-c10’s industrial unior
department, had told spokesmen for the
industry this could be done; the spokes-
men had insisted it couldn’t. Fiber-count
statistics provided by Samuels [see box;
are revealing in a number of ways. Not
only do they make dramatically clear
how vastly the situation at Manvill
improved in 1972; they also indicat:
that controls were slack well into th
supposedly safe Sixties.

With 91 per cent of the plnt nov
operating within the standard set fo
1976, things are looking up at Manville
Even such critical observers as Dv
Borow and Dr. Selikoff say that the
are impressed by the changes made
Still, these tardy improvements are sma.
comfort to people like Smitty, wh
“can’t do anything.” Nor shall the:
benefit those Manville citizens who i
the next few years will suffer from hav
ing worked at or lived near the plan
when conditions were far more hazard
ous than they are today. D/



