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Dear Dr. /«?hoe}

I «ni so r ry  to  troub le you agnin but th ree p o in ts  n*roe up at- 
ft recen t  'technic«! Committee m eeting on which I have beer, asked to  obtain 
vour comments.

( 1; Sylphon S ee l  -  Is i t  s t i l l  be ing  used a t  Eaton Rouge and i s  
i t  cons idered sa t is fa c to r y ?  I did make an enqu iry  on t h i s  in my l e t t e r  o f  the 
lo th  February, 1948. :

(2) The fori'», type and co n s t ru c t io n  o f  the a c t iv a ted  -carbon a ir  
f i l t e r  p lace !  on the a i r  i n l e t  o f  the compressor. , ' . •

(3) A s e c t io n  o f  the Lanageraent here i s  p ress in g  fo r  the removal of 
s t i l l  l o o th s .  -Another s e c t io n ,  including; m yse lf ,  want to  reta in ' them, as 
there bnv.e been « number o f  leak s  r e c e n t ly  and one sp i l l ,  and the  booths at- '. 
l e « s t  keep th ese  i s o la t e d .  I understood from you that in  one b u i ld ih g  at" '
baton houge the s t i l l  booths h>-d been removed. This made c lea n in g  and the : 
opera t ion  much e a s ie r ,  , and, moreover, there has been -no appreciab le ' -increase? • 
in the lead absorption and e x c r e t io n  o f  the men employed i n ' t h i s  p a r t icu la r  , 
building; as compared w ith  those b u i ld in gs in  which booths were s t i l l  i n s t a l l e d . 
Has the p ic tu re ,  .changed • s in ce  Baton Rouge has been on the reduced .cy c le  snd P 
heavier charge? '"as anyadd it iona l v e n t i l a t i o n ■ or red es ign  requ ired fo r  the-h 
s t i l l  f lo o r  w ithou t booths? . , g -r

l ' ro feasor  Pavlovsky o f  Buenos A ires i s  in  t h i s  country  a t  the  
moment and P ro fesso r  Dodds i s  throwing a luncheon p a rty  fo r  him tomorrow a t  
the D orchester , a t  which I s h a l l  be p resen t .  I am b r ing ing  him b«ck here 
tomorrow even ing , and showing him »round the p lan t  on Fr iday. From .p resen t 
knowledge he looks a f t e r  twelve p lan ts  in  the Buenos A ires a rea . He has' been 
asked by L iisso-O il 1 to  adv ise  on the o in tm ents o f  'consultants a t  s.i-x' p ro jected
pj.a.nt' in other  
d isc u ss io n .

‘rtu o s* Lrg en t in a . I w i l l  l e t  vou knew the outcome o f  our

As regards th is  ¿ le n t  a t  i 
nowhere . v-o have go t  i t  su< e r f  ic ie l - l y
doing h e d e ta i l e d  c lea n in g  in ad d i t ion
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w orkers.

As « r e s u l t  o f  our combined American ex p e r ien ces , some se v e n ty - f iv e 
m o d if ica t io n s end improvements proposed ere in «bey«nee owing- to sh or tage o f 
m ater ia ls  and men, and I cannot see  «ny hope o f  a s ig n i f ic a nt  improvement in  the 
degree o f  exposure here u n t i l  th ese  are comp'leted. In some p laces th ere i s  • 
no ho^e o f improvement; fo r  exam ple, there is  not su f f i c ie n t  power in  the 
exhaust motor in  the furnace b u ild in g  to  perm it the in s ta l la t io n  o f a ja ck e t 
around the dry s lu d ge chute and torque m otor.

V,'e have had some p:iretty bad s p i l l s  here r e c e n t ly , in clu d in g  an over­
f lew  o f a b lend ing  tank , which contam inated about 100 square f e e t  o f  th e  f lo o r 
and ui>set a t e s t  I was running. "'e had one vo lu n teer  to  do a week on packing 
drums, b len d in g , s t e n c i l l i n g  and bung c lea n in g , who le t  us have a l l  samples 
passed Viere and a t home. He was supposed to  be on o J2  hour week, w ith  one 
d«y o f f  in  every  seven , bu t, u n fo r tu n a te ly , one week he w«s perm itted to  go 
Up to  70 hours. I t  is  known th a t i f  'workers in  t h is  p ar t icu la r  b u ild in g  do  
70 hours w ithou t a break, they a lm ost in v a r ia b ly  show very  h igh f ig u r e s , and 
re ¿uire to  come out o f the b u i ld in g . I t r ie d  to  f i x  a 40 hour l im i t  w ith  
one day o f f  in  seven, but th is  had to  be m odified  to  52 hours to  s u i t  working 
c o a l i t io n s .  The typ;e o f  work had no b ea r in g  on the ex c r e t io n s , which, w ith 
the excep tion  o f two sam ples, were above normal but with in  sa fe  l im i t s ,  
n tm n g e ly  enough the ex ce ss  o f s p i l la g e  d id  not show up in  th e  lead e x c r e t io n 
o f  u r in e , and the ex c r e t io n  on th e day o f f  was not s ig n i f i c a n t l y  low er. There 
was a tendency, however, fo r  th e ex c re t io n  to  be low er on the dry fo l lo w in g  the 
day o f f  when the in d iv id u a l had returned to  work. I t  i s app recia ted  th a t 
some contam ination o f  th ese  sampues is  in e v i ta b le .  We are p/rop o s in g  to  run 
a fu r th e r  t e s t  on th is  man for th ree months in  the Autumn. I w i l l  n a tu ra lly  
l e t  you have t.he r e s u l t s .

Last month we did a s e r ie s  o f t e s t s  on dust masks issued  to  workmen 
in  ih e  furnace and a l lo y  b u i ld in g s . A ll had been in  use fo r  approxim ately the 
same len g th  o f t im e. The load con ten t o f  the -e masks was in  in verse  p roportion  
to  the amount o f lead  found in  the fa e c e s . V.'© have, s in ce  learned th a t we may 
have keen unkind to  some o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  concerned, as the fa c e -p ie c e s  did  
not f i t ,  and we are now endeavouring to  ensure th a t  th e ve w i l l  be more than one 
type o f  fa c e -p ie c e  so th a t  each in d iv id u a l can ber issu ed  w ith  reasonab le 
pro tec  t io n .

V.’i t h  k in d est p ersona l regards, ..

Yours very  s in c e r e ly ,

RE  no. , : , ! '


