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From 1941 unsll appronimately 1539, & Auns
gy 3ing the question of thit zzsociation.

o ol e Wil aes saggesizd thaz ashesios expnavre
in ammals resulbed is lung o claogenic sffecrs, During duis pecied, ik
was furthar reported that e ewmaligasat” histologic changes wersz fatrd

L refersages wars made in the yredical
¥

1« rzsas of asbwstasis and severd
i snany of the azzocisiion hetvernt Lung

gy of rrviews

o
remn e ba the dcaipt@acs W G
cancay acd asbastosis for soxnpensation pAIPAsEs. In 31847, an atiemps
was ~ide 1o sornpare pravalanse af tung cracer in worksys Syig weith
sshaszasis with the expected sumhax io the gensrhl popdation coming o
antaps™, —uags reawlbs wers wat asmolusive, but an ergexs of lung ciscey
Erh nyuGslanid WY SUIDEATIT. During tals pevicd, the avidance iz favaer
of & causni assseistion was sghaly stronger sak the xanoeiation wauld il

‘ s N N
have 1r by slassiiien 48 Vo ginle’.

s
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The pext relevany e perjoed which { have seinciand is from

15.0% entil 1933, This puriod began shen Marmiwsther, sha Chiel Daspect
¥., published his snpual vepary with the Sndicg ¥
T olewrs acsnrred in 19 of indimiduals found o have
agbestasis ak gutopsy. This ccmparxﬁ srith & risk of L% in jadividuals
e sidiansty, Alsp, 1m 1343, wn edikorial in the Jeuraal of the Americin
sfedical Assaciation acsepbed the association hetwean sshestois and lang
canuer., As you sadeubtedly knes, Mya JAMA 15 the most rddely read pournal
arenny madieal practitienersdn Pils cQUBETY . e 1951, Gloyae found L% of
(adividuals with agbestosiy had pulcsasy oRoeex in an aulopsy series, oL~
fiwesing the findings of Merbvelier. Alsg, sroued this b, attencion way
dlreuind 1o an incresse in the mais male ratis for lung vducer in individ-
£ n 0sis, 85 comparsd ta the general popuiation, again supnerddng
an onowpatiansl 2sscclatioe., o 1953, Harrist Hardy and collesgues prbiished
3
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&

W ogs
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pwa cage reparsy in the Anevizan Tourail of Medicins with the asaclliiog thal
tae conasal 2ssogiation ia highly waly. Lomention Wis bucause the Amaericas
d TR

foine ng been widsly read by physicinny gpemiaiining In tata
e, 1t iw slso of some inddress, buk perhaps not sutively ralevant
to the sresent dlscussion, thatia 1953 and 1554 the suggastion wAs made fal
and paritoneal mesothellomas resprotively wars agseciated with
eso8 exposuve, thege vepurts appasriog in thy Cozmey literature, Duving
snis vme period, I would conciude thet the eandical literssere might load the
she apicion thet the assaoiativg bebveen avhestnsis and Iung ceueer

teum 24 msx
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Finally, the lastiime pariod is 1643 uatil the preszat, This
chase, of course, pgan wilh the publication by Richazd Doll uging the w03
walig epiderriniegic pechulgues up fo that slivie o investigate 3 gauuel asso~
ciarion, 1,2., & Lau3 pespaoific martality study of workers with defined
eraploymaent & spacific plant, A found that smployess of s aghesios
rextile factory bad spprosimetsly ten times the risi of developing lusg
caguey than ragabers of the geuersl sopulstien, He suggested thar rhis

¥

yisk was condined thos e individuriy whe sise wad asbestosis, Aige, in
193%, editpriely in the British Mediasl Jourpal, Lengel, xed Aanerican

Tournal of Climieal Pathology aceepked this agsscintion 32 did the aathor of
rhe mogz wrassizious book on sccupationsl medicine, Donald Hunter, K
cramdd b2 my Judgrnent shat singe 1333, the causal assnciztion can ut oYL~
eudmrue ‘provast or Udeflaite’,

* .

Up to the present tixny, thexe centinues o he sorne difleyezae
of spinion aorceraing the auestinn of whethex the inny caeewy visk is Yemited
to individnale witls sekwetosis or is presend iy those andy with Aghaning x-
pasure, Ths grimery yeasas Zox this unesrtainty is becacse the definition
of asbestonis fa highly wariahle tad on sne exivefie ¥ ighs e based ou thar~
augh histologic exsrrdoation with the whole lung available, sod on the othas
muight degrend on gevsral clipiesl, radlographic sud physiologie eriteria. My
judgrozal a4 presant is fhat it iz probable tkab the teunl of asbaateos exposure
nacessary to resull in s dutactshle encess Tigk for develaping lang cancey Iy
slso 2 dase which is likely to produce diffnse changas of pulamanary fhrovis
iaxbeatosial. Howevsy, the ewidence of asbestosis MY nok he clinically o¥
vadingraphizally aggerent.

I hope thia discussion is gseful, You will of course apor pelata
onat the time periads indiceted above ars srhilraxy. ! would be raast pleased
o discuss any of these opisient with you wr to provids plariftgation whers

R Ly Lo
ey ed,
1with Kindest vegavds,
. Simnarely yaurs,
»
W rne Bens Weill, M. D,

so: Mz, Cuy Georielson
My, Bobers Mereness
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