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'Z;n;.;.lly, the lalOt .time ~~r:iod i!> 1'1~5 ~l::tt.it th~ ?-::eset'!-t. J:'his 

rhQ.se" ':It CPU::: S<:O, b~~n.n with thl! pubUca..tion by Rich<1..l:d Don {tsbg the ~O.$t 

vaH,~ epi.de~£~lo-gi.c tec:hr~
q~.es. \;.? to tba.t th~~ ~o i.nv~*'tiga..te a, C1!.\),::lll.t a::l.lSCk 

c:i.:.ttO:."l, i._.,.. a ,~au.$ e"sfH:citi<: mortality $tUC'l ef ""'ot'~;e.::,.s with ddt:ned 

<?'mpl.Q~-:r:-,e'(t~ ~l' a. ~pec:i.flc @l;.l.nt. B~ found. that etnp~oye,*'$ of th.i$ il. $'b~ StC5 

c~xti1~ t~<:to;:,: ha-a a.~F~::)~:jrn.(!..t:.e:ly ten tut'V!S the risk ()£ <$eV'e1a?i~ lung 

c;~nC$!t' than r:;,~.~::'l-be:'t'-:s of the ~e!ler~l ?o?ciOl..t:/.cn. He s~g~stl!:<! tha..:: t;hi~ 

t'i::;k wa.", coni~;:ie.c:. tu those ·ll1d.ivi<l.1ta..ls who a.ls~ b.z:.d il,sb'esto$i!,. Alse, b 

t;)§'$, edit:o.r~,:;,.b 'i.Jl ~lte Briti;'h );te~ic:a.1 Jour~i3.1. Lanc~; anti Atne7ic~n. 

J01..!:n.al <:}j C~'!'i.eal P<tthology a<::~e9tlYJ. thts a.u·:;':cia.tian as. d~.d the l!.'I.).tho'l:' d 

l.:ne ':n'(3H ~res~gious book on ~ccupanor.:at ~~a:ciic;~e;-, Do:l,J..l,d Hw:ta:;r. r~ 

',"7<::n1ci. ';;a my ;~cgmt!t:.t tb.~t ~t~e tTH, the' -causal its $oc:i;j..t.!.o~ G.a.-e 0& 'Cc\"(.~ 

$.ln.e:- t!.<i 1?!"~V8:·~J:~ c:"' ':ld.e:£t~~~ f·l ... 

Up to tb-e ~t'e~ec.t ti.."':;l*, there (.;cn.ti,!l.-:"~s to b-e some d.iEe~~~e 

of c?,idon c.-:'>'C.\:!l!l':~S tbll: <:!}l€l.Sit:t))! of. wh~t.\e::" l:b.'.! hmg <::anc~!" risk £s ~i:x.itl!:d 

to l.ncltv·idualt; ~+At:.~ a.gbf!llEt:o~i~ or il> p:Ot!sent b th<)lH. only \ .. ~ili a.sO!!st,"HI e:-c­

fW$u.~e. T.'1,$ ?:::-izn~:.-y :-ea.sou !o-:: thi# ~c.'!'Z'tai::;lt")' is because t:'h~ ~e£ .. d~~~r. 

of a.~be!3t:o!lis :~ highly ·..-ariabb: l!.~d. an one e3o'::h:<!!me z:d.ght: ~e ha.s.r..d. O~ r:'ito::'­

ougb. hiztologic ~~.rr..i::taeiott ,,~~ the wllch l..ut,g <l.va.Ua:'l,~, .a.rtd on l;he "the~ 

might desrend ot:. s:ev'!'1:'al d..Lu:it:l.aJ... r-i3-dlog~'lJ.phlc a.xJi phy:siol..ogic (;:~itet'~,a. My 

jndgm'.ettt: ~t ?res\'lnt i.;>: that it i.;l ?~oba.ble tha-t tne levto:l or ;a.$b~$t;os t!...-qo$Ul'e 

ne~u!>a.t1' to :"esult. i~ a. detee;ta'bte ~~c:~u' ri:.:k tor developing lung cape'!:;: lS 

~l(So a. dos..,. wt-.i~h is l:ik~ly /;0 ?t'<;}l:l-u.:::e cl.iJ£nse chang~s of p'lll,mo-na:oy !ib~o~is 

I~sb~'~to$is). cow-ever. t.he e> .. id~mce of, asoe:stcsis maoy n.ot: be clinically 0:::­

~;H.Hog:t$.phl.c:allT 3,?p.ar.~:nt~ 

1 h.ep~ thilJdb·e1:.5ait:m i:$. Iliiet'-w.. You \'",ill of Cour$~ «-ppredat~ 

~hat the: ti:m.e ?e.dod$ l:I:I<ikatee i\.boy~ ate arbH:ra~y. r Would h~ .nto'!St: l?l<:.::;.s~,:l 

~~ o.isc:'Us~ :3.:'!.v cd these opill.iol1a with ycu. o.l" t~ ?!,(l.'Iir.:h~ d.a~iibatiQn w
h.~n· 

P.\'i~nc 
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