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Junec 30, 1971 !
To: S. R. Watkins |
From: A. W. Farrcll

Subject: Composition Shoes - Asbestos Emission

~The subject of air pollution - asbestos cmission is
currently in ‘the limelight. The Federal Invironmental Protcction
Agency is about to let a research contract to detcrmine the
relationship of asbestos emission from automotive brake lining
and the national death rate..

Dr. W. J. Harris, Vice President of the AAR is qu1te
concerned that any legislation developed regarding the automotive
industry would overlap into the railroad industry. We have
received two letters from Dr. Harris, the most rccan,June 7th,
states - , .

“The reason for my original 1nqu1ry arose from the
fact that EPA has d051gnated asbestos as one of the threc
hazardous materials on whfich new regulations are gOLng to
be written." .

o " I am concerned that these regulations might establish
. -such low levels of asbestos cmission that it may be difficult
for railroads to continuc to usc composition shoes whlch
- contain asbestos.'

Because of these two lectters, Bob Graham, Abex's Directoxr-
Friction Materials Rescarch, and I have a date on July l4th to
S dlscuqs this subjecct with Dxr. Harris in Washington, D. C.

‘In addition, at thc Ammual AAR Mechanical Division
Meeting in Chicago last week, Dr. Harris gave his report regarding
the activity of AAR Rescarch and Test Department. Among the many
items he covered was asbestos emission and its possible effcct on

. the railroad industry. Undoubtedly this subject wild be discussecd
between our railroad customers and our Sales persomncl - hence Lhc
rcason for this notc.
i : .

I1'11 let you know the results of our mecting with Dr.

llarris.,

Allicz ()
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