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State Opens PCB
Penalty Hearings

1*{ By PETER SLOCUM
‘1 Agsociated Press Writer
. T'ALBANY, N.Y. (AP)—Hear-
{ngs that could load Lo an order
quiring (he General Electric
1o spend thoussnds of dol
ars clesning up the Hudson
jver began londa&
" The hearings, at order of
fhe siste Depariment of Bavl-
ronmental allon, are
being conducted to decide what
Enl GE will pay for dump-
PCB1 Into the Hudson.
. s hearing officer

servation Law. company
had, and still has, federal per-
mits suthorizing the discharges
from electric capaciior. plants
5t Hudson Falls and Fort Ed-

ward.

" Columbia University law

School Prof. Abrabam Sofser

made u:‘ l‘e'pl ﬁmmg in ’:e 't
ary ng again 8

{ll:e H nalty hmn ‘ Vlﬁlle he

" declined to speculate Monday( 'pC

" sbout his eventual ruling, his
February decision offered some

clues.
.« Solser criticized the state ‘n‘:

e e provem of PCB
lzollm soooer, and poted that'
LGE had “opersied mnlf.m
Unegligently rather than i te-
“crel of in disregard of PCB dis-
:‘e’i‘n’-r;‘e Lmits set in Hs per

ts.

. He wrole that his finsl rec-
- ommendation would require

‘to al least “drastically” Umit
iy discharges, “and 10 rectify
‘the effects of s prior viola-
Mons where lawfully proper.
“and_economically and enviren-

mentally practicable.” But he
(a0ded thet effective govern-
‘ment action could have pre-

vented much of the environ-
«mental damage and ihpt his
s rocommendation would  (ake
*that into sceount.

;. ONCE Sofser hsa presented
*his final report, which will fol-
<low t least two weeks of public
.he:rlt&s. Environmentsl Con-
‘servation Commissioner Ogden
TReid will fssue the final abate-
' ment and clean-up order.

« The deg‘mmenl bas not pre-:
‘dieted what it would cost, toi
‘purge the river u-
"tion — the current hearings will
‘exsmine just how possible that
\fs — but It has asked GE to
:post a $2 million compliance

bond. -
of| . pCBs, which resist natural

:dﬁomsul(lon much the wa
'PDT does, are known io kilt
‘fish eggs and may cause can-
“eor in rats. The effecy on hu-
.mans 15 sthl under study.

A medies) team from Mt
‘Sinat Hospital In the Bronx has
*been conducting tesis on GE
workers {o determine what con-
tinued eontact with chemical
has meant to thelr health.

: Gﬂ\t;ll Electric  has _ac-
‘knowlbdged 1ha1 some workers
‘contracted skin rashes Yinked to

i The department and GE bave
‘been negotiating on and off for
‘monihs, in an atlempt to find 2
:_nduce‘ level of dumping
;agreeable 1o both
: Commissioner
that all dhchnrm stop this
‘Seplember, but there may be
iroom for compromise because
the federal government fs con-
sidering a total ban for 1977,
Also, the state Commerce
partment has urged that the
siale mol set tougher lmits

than the federal government

alty bearings, and
on making
the

major stumbling block
bchhd-ﬂ\ncem‘mloﬂau‘:m‘.m

dustries of New York, a major

because single-state stand
i e e
.
u#‘ ?‘mt.' e;: regulation
he Monsanto Co., the na-
tion's only PCB-fiiaker, has :.
nounced plana (o phase out pro-

duction.
Reid's Insistence on the pen-
sumably
& pay for
damage, I:"nmd“ noll;; o.l

On Monday, Assoclated jn-

lobbying group for indust
‘asked Dper

asked ‘r mission o
statement
:em'n pursufit of penaltics

and, i granted, will hav

De- reaching and serfous eco;o:lrc'
|eonsequences 10" the
members,

J————

sides. |
Reld  asked

Ty,
L

o Suppors 'OE. "%

said the depart-

“without Jegal  authority

group's’
i
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