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- Cleveland Lane (216) 379-3410

POX_DOEDIATE RELEASE

AKRON, Jan, 23 ~~ The B,F,Goodrich Company today reported that {t
informed Kentucky heslth officials and the Federal Natiomal Institute of
Occupational Safaty and Health that the Company {s investigating .vlur.lur
the cancer deaths of thrse employes in the polyvinyl chlorl..h operations at
its Louisville, Ky. plant were related to occupational causes.

Dr, Maurice X, Johnson, the Company's dirsctor of enviroomental ‘
health, said he had recently recaived medical reports mc‘..rnm the death
of an employs lata in Decamber. A raviaw of sedical records uncovered that
two othar employes had spparently died from the same cause =« ons in
September, 1971 and one in March, 1973, The reported causes of death are
subject to verification, he added.

"Awareness of thll‘gr;uping,“ said Dr. Johnson, "warranted a thorough
investigation and prompt notification of the two govermment agenciss most
directly concerned.” .

The B,.F.Goodrich Company has basn conducting programs to reduca
exposuras to hydrocarbons, particularly vinyl chloride, throughout its
operations. While all plants were operating at levels well belowv those
pra;éribcd by Federal government standards, a successful effort has been

made to reduce levels in these plants to approximately one-tenth those

specified,
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These afforts have included development of the montlnophiltieatcd
monitoring systems now known; strict rules on procedures where exposure
might be increased; & complete checking of all pipes, valves and similar
equipmeant to prevent leaks, and extensive improvements in ventilation
systems, '

"The death in December, considersd in relation to the two previous
similsr cases, has caused us to initiste intensive investigations
throughout the vinyl products operations of the Company," Dr. Johnson said,

"To be sure we get the bast .independent eveluation and guidance,
the Company has engaged Tabershaw=Cooper Associates, Inc, of Berkaley,
Calif. Dr. Irving R. Tabershaw, one of the country's foremost experts
in the field of public and occupational health and na{.ty; is supervising
the work of this consultant firm," Dr. Johason said,

The Company has instituted a program of explaining the new information
and steps the Company jis taking to all employes involved in vinyl products
production, In additiom, t’ho Company has put into action a program to
reduce exposures to vinyl chloride and other hydrocarbons to the minimum
possible in all vinyl operstions. Operations of the plants are continuing
under tha program of minimm exposure levels.

"We are providing medical examinations to all employes involved in
any phase of vinyl chloride or polyvinyl chloride production and reviewing
avnilal;ln madical records of any deceased formar or retired employes,”

Dr. Johnson said.

"We have assured officials of NIOSE and the state of Kentucky that

ve will continue to provide them with any significant new information as

it devalops," he said,
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VERBAL STATEMENT RELEASED UPON REQUEST -- 1/23/74

A team o- experts from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and

_ Health ¢~ the Center for Disease Control will visit a Louisville, Ky., plant
of The B.F.Goodrich Company tomorrow to begin an investigation of health
hazards involved in the polymerization of vinyl chloride.

The team will begin 1ts'work in response to an alert from the company which
reported one case of liver cancer apd three cases of angiosarcoma, a rare

type of liver cancer, among polymerization workers at the plant.

Dr. Mar us M. Key, director of NIOSH, said the Institute also will step up
its effzrt to determine the extent of the disease in the United States and

in foreign countries with similar manufacturing processes.

At a later date, Dr. Key said, NIOSH will transmit criteria for a health
standard to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration in the Department

of Labor,

Under a 1970 law, NIOSH is responsible for health effects résearch and criteria
. used by OSHA to set and enforce standards for protecting health and safety

at the workplace.

In the interim, Key added, NIOSH will work with OSHA and the key Occupational
Safaty and Health Administration, the indqstry and involved workers to develop

stringent wofk'practiccs for use in the polymerization processes.
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He proposed that Dow perform nim;lnr studies on 'VCM, and
-utinatod that they could do so at a cost ot about $18.000.
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Dr. Duffield summarized present observations on the

European studies.
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These now cover almost eighteen months b_,..&,@

of post-exposure history following the one year of vapor 1"

exposures.

Groups of approximately 70 animals were exposed

to 10,000, 6,000, 2,500, 500, 250, and 50 ppm of the

monomer.

The incidence of tumors in each group, and the

numbers of remaining survivors, are indicated in the

following table,
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The relatively low incidence of liver, kidney, and “"other"
tumors in the 10,000 ppm group is presumed to be due to the

high early mortality from Zymbal gland tumors.

The control

group of animals exposed to 2,500 ppm vinyl acetate ex-
perienced no tumors, and all have died from other causes.

Another group of animals, started in Januvary 1973,
was exposed to the vapors for four months only: otho:nioo
“ ¢he oondittona were comparable to those in the nnin L
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B.F. Goodrzch Says
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AKKRON, Ohid = B. ¥, Goodrich Cb., in a}

move that sent rlpplel through the plu‘-lu and

chemicals industries; sald it 1z Investignting |-

the possibility that the ¢ancer deatha of three
workers at & pjant in umvmo. xy. may be
jdb-related.

Goodrick sold; that the ‘workers alfected |t
were in ita polyvinyl chloride operations, and

that they dicd of anglosarcoma of the liver, &
rare form of liver cancer.

Dr, Maurice N. Jolotson, Goodﬂch'l divec;
tor ‘of environmantal henlth, said In the compl-

ny's stotement that he had recently recelved|,

medical repotts concerning the death of an em-
ploye fn late Deembar. “A review of medical
records uncoverad that two other amployes had
apparently dled from the same cause—~one In|:
Scptember 1971 and one In March 1973, thl
compaity safd, .

It was understood that a fourth doath-—m
mﬁo—luwlvlng.l\ more common form of liver
~ancer was ‘conddered outside the ressonable
bounds of the "“grouping™ of the thres Tecent |-
deaths, all attributed to anglosarcoma,

Gowndrich said it had informed Kentucky
heslth officials ond the Federal Natiohal Insti.
tute of Occupational Ssfety and Health that tho
‘compntiy was investignting the possibility that
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Vill Regiu !nvccﬂguldn
Kentucky . officiaty - sald they had 3ust

learned of the eituntion at the Louisville plant

tind had nakerd & madieal axpert to investigate.’

In Rockvills, Md., &

4 4

morning to bepiy an investigation.

Tor. Mascus M. Key, director of NIOSH, satd| '+

the institute also will step tup offorta to deter-
mine the extent'of yngioearcoma in the U.S.,

and in foreign countries with similar manutac.: ", .
turing processen, A spokesman for the institute|
£aid the best information svailtble shows 21

doaths per yelrln uig us. 'lﬁﬂmbh to an-;
giossrcoma. Y

The recent deuhl lt Y.nulwﬂlo uecmllng
to Ne. Johnwon ‘ot Guodrich, involved workers:

in the compuny'a vinyl produtts operations. An,
official of NTOSH IIM he understood that' the: -

workers had an average of 20 years' exposure

to varlous rhemicaln; md lmh luvolnd !n iy
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vinyl operations.’ - %, .
Goodrich said 1t han bnn condnctlng a pro-

graun (o rediuce exndsure to hydrocarbons, pars) -
flcularly vinyt ‘chlorids, thronghout fts opera-|
tlons, Further steps to limit exposure snd to].
deseribe the situation to workers in vinyl prod- |
ety pmduauon ard bolng taken, the company |,

BAld.
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examinations.to all employss involved in any

phass of vinyl chiotide or bo\yvtnyl chloride |

production, and is reviewing all its
records of former or.rejited driployes
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About 1,200 pzrsons work at the Lonlsvmo i

plant, of whom about 370 are IWM in vlnyl
produety vperations, - .

“Dropping of & Nemb®
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