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Is plastic also a cancer risk?

Eight workers at Stigens Fabriker outside Goihoeniur
cancer since 1962. This is an alarmingly hlg flcurﬂ
B ]

at a company with only a ccuple of hundred emplcices. 7. :
men have all been working very long with this company oo oy o
were between 40 and 65 years. The Industrial Welfare Safovy v .:
is now going to investigae= whether there are any ccnncesx Dol -
these accidents anéd the working milieu,

. ’ .
At Stigens Fabriker there is no asbetos but treyr Tave ooeval
chemicals with codes or with foreign descriptions, maooul unb:

to the workers. These eight men are not connectcd to . cac: .+ --r
their work fields neither did they die of the sarmz sor: of

The investigation will be rather complicated. Ther
of cancer involved such as leuxem*a, lungcancer ané ki
special product is referred to “some of the workers had
with plastics. Especially in the case of 2 men w..0 ha

Mr B Bucht at The Industrial Welfare Safety Boardé sawvs tha: it is
known that a special type of cancer in the liver can ke caura
vinyl chlorice. If this is the case at Stigens one coes -
sure, as there are only reports from relatives at hand z=-
mecdical evidence. As to dyeing it is not known that rezd.-
colours could be causing cancer. However some basic xng-cﬁicn
are suspected to cause cancer.
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Around 2000 people in Sweden are working with armed pl
in the yachting industry ané especially with Styrene.

Styrcne is a solution easily set on fire and it is used whon
plastic. The smell is very strong and it also irritates thz oyos
well as the respiratory organs. Styrene is also drving cu. e
anc¢ irvitates. Styrene comes into the blood strezm throur: wi.. sxin
or when inraling.  Sofar one has thought the most danger

Styvrere was that it influences the brain and nerve
investigation shows that someone working with Stvr
reactions than normally. This is when 200-300 oo
WOrking aro2, Some countries have lower limit values.
Germany for instance have 100 ppm but Sweden ané manv
50 ppm as the limit. Soviet has 1.2.
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But especially within the yachting industry these limits are
exceeded.

There is no rcal proof sofar that Styrene is causing canceor Lut
the suspicion is enough to start a big investigation. It wiil i
a difficult task a2s the Styrene is turnec¢ into Styrene-cpeon in
the body. One has not yet been able to follow this procsc.ire L
it is known that epoxy causes cancer. The Styrene epoxy gccs in

the urine and when it has left the organism it is no longer
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dangerous epoxy. There are no prooved cases of Stvrene causing
cancer. But it can take up to 1l0-20 years before realising i:z.

As to asbestos the case is clear and there iS no point in waiczing
too long for Styrene. '
English scientists showed in the 1950 that it is possible thax
Styrene epoxy causes cancer., Russian scientists sheowed. las: car

that female rats, which had been given small doses of Styrecre,

got their ficetus poisoned. In Sweden last yvear an investigaticn
vooved that germs exposed to Stvrene got chromosome damaces. The
fear is now that Styrene can cause genetic damages.

The problem is now to tie all loose ends together to get prooi -

for or against Styrene . The question is5 - are the limit values
too high?
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