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- gzﬁem Intemational nion. turned up evi-

diseases, Bonham said: asbestosis, a

.. searring of the tissue Inside the lung; and asbestos-

- _related pleural disease, a scarring and thlckening ot
" 'the tissue surrounding the lung, -

. The diseases usually aren’t fatal, but they worsen

over time, Bonham sald. Advanced cases sometimes

l:‘:g to cancer — most commonly lung mncer. he

3. None of the workers screened in J\me was found

to have cancer, he ssld.

Y g d to have asbestos-re- CUN
f‘,.!at(ufl diseases, & doctor who
—{helped conduct the
;bcreenlngs ‘sald Thursday. -
Of the 280 workers L, However, some workets dlagnosed as luving seri-
i 3creened I June, 61,per- T ous health problems — including two with a rare :
3 ‘g:ent have diseases directly % ““form of ashestos-caused cancer called mesothelioma .
i Hinked to exposure to asbes~ _,g;— were not included in the screening, he said, ;
Ve tos, said Dr.. David W, Most cases of ~ asbestos-releted disease found :
|3 Bonham of Pulmonary Dr. David Bonham through the screening were mild, he said. - :
¥ Health Associates of St. Paul. --=-m-;~ " -

" - The screemng. sponmred by 158 of the Unit-
e, : - W

'.u.').-
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R AN ey, ot e, . )
thet mm tlt'a ukelyethat said,

quite a few of them would develo&
lung cancer in coming
.-Bonham said. He added thnt it's

. impossible to say what & worker's .
-,0dds are of developing cancer. “v.i.ﬁ
The. chances. of getting canclr -
“Vare. ruch greater if the worker |
“Snidkes; and the union will moust
<& effort..to - help ~workm:

' smom MM ax.a '!l} 5;
3 :rhepercentagaof workers:
asbestos-related diseases is "pretty
Atyplcal In any industry. where
_you've.got a_long-term e

but the exposure hasn't been
asbolutely devastating,” sald M-
.chael Polk, an attorney with the
Minneapolis law-firm hired by the
wunion.

‘About 120 former Conwed
workers ‘with asbestos-related
health problems have announced

thelr /intention td file lawsuits .-

agajnst the ‘meakers and distribu-

tors of asbestos materiais used at

Conwed, Polk gsald. .. @ -
~Workers can’t sue Conwed- be-

—t—

“The newd tame as a"hock, he

“Right nowi.x d&'t‘ﬁave anyin.
surance,” §ald McCullough, ynem.
played since Coniwed ceased opér.:
atlons last August, ik

“I imagine I'll have toﬁs:e; doc.
tor,” he sald. “I'll see what:,
to do and N ing’ g
o0 S ;,.w,,._ s

McCulloug work at the Clo-
d quet plant -almost 32
doesn't have shortness'
the main symptom’ of
but “1 coughed a lot at night.”

sald. “1 didn't know what it was, |
rd get up and take cough medi-
Cine" '»‘—:' » ta :~|.n"'

He said he doesn't know wheth-
er he’ll file a lawsult, and he’s pot .
sure where to direct M;anger'-- -

-As far ag Conwed is concerned,
“3 earned 2 living there, 1 raised
my kids. Why should [ be angry?”’ -
-But, he said; ~If people knew |
-this type.of material causes :
asbestosis and -knowlingly used it

« <. that's where I'm angry.” - . «

aram it

cause, under state law,-work-relat-
ed injuries must be .handled by,
-workers' compensation, he said. |

:~The Cloquet health screenings .

.weremanged after several work-; .1
Lrs.were diagnosed as having as-
"bestos-related diseases, union offi-,
_gials-have said...
: Asbhestos, a4 fire retardant, WHS
Jsed at Conwed's Cloquet plant In*
‘haking acoustical tiles and miner- '
al boards between 1957 and 1974,

accorﬁmgtotheunjon.Useofas- ;

ibestos was curtalled in the United
iStates after the early 1970s when*
!its potential health hazard became
-widely known.
. Repiesentafives of Conw#ed,
.wh’lch ‘sold ‘its, Cloquet plant lage
;year to USG Acoustical Produ
;declined comment on the use
- asbestos, . LY
) Screemng particlpants got t.be]
results of their tests by letter this
month, and overall results were
discussed at a closed union meet-
ing’l’hnrsday nght. - ... &
William ' McCullough, 56, waa
one of the’gmrtm who met in the
'Scanlon Community Center with
- Bonham, Polk and union officials,
.Becays allough's letter
“with- scresning fesults apparently
was lost in the mall, he didn't learn

.juum- “‘id-{:g?)g has
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,-who have heen told they have as-J

. “T've noticed- that some .are very
.deprwsedudmemwmgit

-He gave a short 1augh. “You live
till you die, and that's the ‘truth.
The only thing is you don’t want to |
go through heli before you die.”

Allan Backa, 60, who worked at
the Cloquet plant for 39 years, sald
he has been dhgnosed as havlng
lnild asbestosis.

- *“This has botherad fe’ psycho-
loglcally since we started with it

. but I've learned to live with it,” .
sald Backa, wh« mansages the of- :
fice of the union local, ;s - .

.He's talked to many workers

‘bestos-related disease, Backa said.

“very gracefully. . .v;‘;‘hen'aan aw-"]
Jud-lot of ooncern.-q W vy,
-“~Based on his firm's experieuce
- with lawsuits against the makers
and distributors of asbestos prod-
ucts, Polk sald he bellevu the
Conwed workers have an “excel-
“lent €286, emeimind - fetis A

There is no treatment Yor

~asbestosis and asbestos-related

pleural disease, Bonham said.
«There Is no reversing the scar tis-
“sue formation,’” he said, HA

-

; represent sald Clare Sullivan,

e

073229

-~ However, the cancers that'

sometimes develop can be treated
successfully, he sald.™ i
People with mild ‘cases of
asbestosis often have nc symp-
toms, he sald. *1¢ it's mild, the per-
son can lve with it and dleot other
causes,” he sald. :
As the disease progresses, the
patient will have shortness of
breath, he said.- ¥y 2 - d
Unlon leaders Wil decide this -
fall whether to sponsor similar
gs at other plants they

union occupational health special-
ist ‘who_coordinated the Cloquet
kcreemm
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