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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF HMYGIENE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

616 NORTH WOLFE STREET
BALTIMORE—G
MARYLAND

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGICAL HYGIENE ' ' o June 13, 1949

Dr. Rovert Kehoe
Lettering Leboratory
College of liedicine
University of Cirncinmneti -
Cincirmeti 19, COhio

Dr, Dr, Kehoe:

The Wedical Department has a case of severe porphyrinuria .
(qrop rohyrins) in the hospital ot present about which they
would like your opinicn.  The men has worked for the past four _
ye&rs a* e gasoline service stabion where he hsndled teitrsethyl lead
3 sries,. Frevicus to bhis he hed workéd at the smerican

2l snd Refining Cowpany, ithile at the latter company he
hed ! "irst atbtsck of illness and during the past four years
he h 2d other abtescks, The patient is not mentally clear
out cctor believes the attacks mey be similar to his present
iline He came to our hospitel through the Psychiatric Clinic
to Wi ne :as referred because of the CHE sympboms.. Here
They thet he wes suffering from perphirinuria snd’
trex n to the medicel ward, In addibtion to the CIHS
SYMp ing mentel changes cona, he also has hypertension,
8.53C1 and foniuLn .loss of reflexes und sensory
The to a deep red coler, the change beiﬁg quits
repi sun,

The doctor in charge of the case would like to mow if
ou thirx this could be related %o the tetraethyl lead which’
he hes been dispensing at the gas station. Ko stippled cells
have teen found end the blood lead determination has not yet
tesn received, Ths only reason for suspecting that lead might
‘be w factor is that incrsased porphyrins have been reported in
cases of lead polsoning.

The doctor ask:d me Lo write to you to see il you
She men's occupsation might be related To his condition.

Thenks for any help you cen zive us,

Sincerely yours,

A AAA 2
fnne i, baetjer, Sc. U.
sssistant Frofessor
Yhysiologicul Hygiene




