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 Bovesber 28, 1945
Good am, Xaeuinim SR

Kr. Westfall of the above compavy's New York office celled
me goveral weeks age reguesting Ethyl's assistance in the preperation
of certein tanks at their terminel at Good Hope to enable thu to storo
edible oila,

From hie eoamutiou I gathered that there are aworal tanks
involved, moxe of which have contained leaded gaseline for a short
peried of time only. As an epproach to the problem, he wss to send
samples of the materlsl now stored in these tanks to Dr. Eehoe for
analysis. From this anslysis the next step would be determined.

: The sunples were sent, but unfortunately they were sent in
tin cenp rether than chemiocally alean gless conteiners. Dr. Kehoe
wrote Mr, Westfall on Boveaber 7th, snd & oopy of his letter is atteched.
After receiving this letter, Kr. Westfall asgair called me, and as &
result of thlas conversation, I told him that we would sesist thea in
taking sppropriate samples. In order to pave the way, he hes written
the dansger of their terminal at Good Hope, Mr. G. J. Cassard, and a
eopy of this letter of Hovember 21at is also attached,

At your eonvenience will you have someone csll on EKr. Cassard,
d;nlopinz this problem $n gresater detalil, and if 4t appesrs that
- ssmpling of the product iz indleated, arrange to have the approprute
mlut&mmmpwdmwhk _!choo.

In viev of the mtmtzaa in k. W'n 1ost¢r ta lr. !ost!’nn.
) ‘world be well to correspond with Dr. Kehoe directly, after you have
'_mlyud the problem, ¥e should sppreciate coples of your correspondende.

0. B, LENIB




‘Plsase rafer to your J.etter of. Octobor 26 addressed to Hr. E, K, Locher

- of Ethyl Oerperation concerning sertain mplcs of- nateriala takan from

: beon reciivea “but minat.ion of then in-
- ““dicates that the results of ‘their snalypis might well be nisluding and
* have no rslation to,the problem in which yeu are interssted. - The reason
"~ 4g that these aanplea apparently have been sent to you in terneplate
~ ecans, It is very likely that the materials, -empecizlly the water, will
have attacked the metal surface, dissolving some of the lead therein and
being eontaminated thereby to such an extent that the lead content of
) the material in the tanks will not be portreyed. Any samples obtained
Yook ~ for thie purpose ‘should be taken in .chemically clean glass containers,
T " with every precaution against contamination of tho mate*ial by its
'colloctm in any mtemediate container. .

It is xy opinion that 41t would be wiae for us to snpply the necessary
containers after an exchange of eorrespondence with your people at Good
Hope directly, whereby we may learn the details of the prcblem that is
to be solved and can give suitable instructions for an spproach to it.
As you are probeably awere, it is not always easy at & distance to under-
stand Just what 48 desired end %o have &'clear basis of understanding
as to the manner of collecting materials for examination. It is much
better that such things be worked cut directly rather than through an

- intermediary, since the oppertunities for misunderstending are numerous.
The analyses represent a considerable outlay of technicsl gkill, which
is entirely without point unless the samples have been properly collected.
This instance i3 a case in point. We should be wasting our time and

- nisleading you if we were to analyze the present samples.

It is my nnderaﬁmding that you are considering the storage éf certein
edible oils in tenks that have previously been used for the storage
- of leaded gasoline,* If this is your problem, there will be no advantage
_ in snalyszing such things as benzol, water and lube oil. Moreover in
" order to determine whether any materiel introduced into one of these
tanks has been contaminsted we shall have ‘to know its lead content
bcforo its introdustion. For exasple, the lead content of lube oil may
be considerable under any conditions., A mers analysis will not serve to
tell us or you anything about the source of lesad. Therefore, we shall
regquire *bhefore and after" samples, On the whole, therefore, it will be
" best if we wnderstand just what you ars sttempting to do, in which ‘case
5 able to g:lvo you i.ntemgent uuist-ance. ‘ .




A Divilion of Genoral American Tmsportation coﬁ:omtion
4 . 50 WEST 50TH STREET.
. NEW YORK, ¥, Y,

R . ¢ inply to yonr lettor ct' November 15th about t

boing made Yy the Ethyl Corporation in eonnestion with aamplo taken
.- from tanks at Goodhope which previously contain ' I am
n.itaching a copy of Dr. Robert A. xehoe’n htte_ o

From this letter it is appa.reut w0 mada a misto.ko in aending the mples
to the laboratory in termeplate cans, as such cans are coated with lead
instead of tin, which is the case in ordinary so called tin cans, .As a.
result, there is bound to be some lead pickup from the can ‘which is the
particular faot “ve are trying to deteminc about"' the mples. AR

It is therefore esnnti&l that umples bc taken in elnn ;iau bot;tlea
with no Lntemediate notal bonto.iners. RO

I have talked to l!r; E, K. Lochar of the Etbyl Corpomtion here’ about

the situstion and we have reached the conclusion that perhsps the best .
. way of handling this situation 1z to bave one of their engineers present

P to supervise the ‘hlking of the samples, ‘Mre Locher sdvises they will
R have a man in the Geodhope area in’ the near tutnre and 70 1111 approciate
o ' your giving hin your uml good coopemtion ‘ L “

;-
T

P ‘V Heanwhile, Brc Kohoo vill be in Hew Yerk today and we my doulep ma
Co other wamt.iou that i; of interest. - <,

Very truly yonrs,

00: Ir, J 8¢ Selig, cago -
lro FoJe Plattnor, cartmt !




