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Agreement Between the Government of Canada and the
Government ofthe United States of America on the
Conservation of the Porcupine Caribou Herd

E100687 - CTS 1987 No. 31

The Government of Canada and the Government ofthe United States of America,
hereinafter called the “Parties™

RECOGNIZING that the Porcupine Caribou Herd regularly migrates across the
international boundary between Canada and the United States of America and that
caribou in their large free-roaming herds comprise a unique and irreplaceable natural
resource of great value which each generation should maintain and make use of so as
to conserve them for future generations;

ACKNOWLEDGING that there are various human uses of caribou and that for
generations certain people of Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories in
Canada have customarily and traditionally harvested Porcupine Caribou to meet their
nutritional, cultural and other essential needs and will continue to do so in the future,
and that certain rural residents of the State of Alaska in the United States of America

have harvested Porcupine Caribou for customary and traditional uses and will
continue to do so in the future; and that these people should participate in the

conservation of the Porcupine Caribou Herd and its habitat;

RECOGNIZING the importance of conserving the habitat of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd, including such areas as calving, post-calving, migration, wintering and insect

relief habitat;

UNDERSTANDING that the conservation of the Porcupine Caribou Herd and its
habitat requires goodwill among landowners, wildlife managers, users of the caribou

and other users of the area;

RECOGNIZING that the Porcupine Caribou Herd should be conserved according to
ecological principles and that actions for the conservation of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd that result in the long-term detriment of other indigenous species of wild fauna

and flora should be avoided;


http://www.treaty-accord.gc.ca/text-texte.aspx?id=100687

RECOGNIZING that the Parties wish to establish co-operative bilateral mechanisms
to co-ordinate their activities for the long-term conservation of the Porcupine Caribou
Herd and its habitat;

RECOGNIZING that co-operation and co-ordination under this Agreement should not
alter domestic authorities regarding management of the Porcupine Caribou Herd and
its habitat and should be implemented by existing rather than new management
structures;

HAVE AGREED as follows:
1. Definitions
For the purpose of this Agreement only:

1. “Porcupine Caribou Herd” means those migratory barren ground caribou
found north of 64°, 30" north latitude and north of the Yukon River
which usually share common and traditional calving and post-calving
aggregation grounds between the Canning River in the State of Alaska
and the Babbage River in Yukon Territory and which historically
migrate within the State of Alaska, Yukon Territory, and the Northwest
Territories.

2. “Conservation” means the management and use of the Porcupine
Caribou Herd and its habitat utilizing methods and procedures which
ensure the long-term productivity and usefulness of the Porcupine
Caribou Herd. Such methods and procedures include, but are not limited
to, activities associated with scientific resources management such as
research, law enforcement, census taking, habitat maintenance,
monitoring and public information and education.

3. “Habitat” means the whole or any part of the ecosystem, including
summer, winter and migration range, used by the Porcupine Caribou
Herd during the course of its long-term movement patterns, as generally
outlined on the map attached as an Annex.

2. Objectives

The objectives of the Parties are:

1. To conserve the Porcupine Caribou Herd and its habitat through
international co-operation and co-ordination so that the risk of
irreversible damage or long-term adverse effects as a result of use of
caribou or their habitat is minimized;



