August 2, 1945
MAIL

Mrs C. E. Chase,

200 HNorth Miller Street,

Wenatchee , Washington.

v veen through negligence, but rather through iantense
¢ tn & series of wather uw?ent responsd billt*e g, vhic
from replying until this time to your letter of Jun
s Ioshall not be avle to reply adequately, since I
D LU clear'up wy tardy correspendence in preparatlon i
Lowili keep me oul of my office for some three wesks
U burden you with & detalled explanailon of ny celey,
say that I have been completely unable to deal with
anyln1L5 witt the mest immediately urgent matters that have comc
to my desk during the last twe months.

L3y

stlon of thne adequacy of the facts which might be availavls
at th" uLm” 107 pres €niat10” in a hearing ox %ﬂ%*“s ¢l hearingoc
cones & wiih metting tolerances on various insecticides, i a
very dJdifiicult one o ansver . 'Too many of the facis avye lacliing
to lead to completely satisfactory settlement cof the vrovlems.

On the other hand, 1t seens ratng; unlikely in the present statce
of human soclilely that the answers wlll be obtained in wholly
satisiactory foim, by any other method than that of trial and
crror. Conseguently my feelings are somevwhat divided in this
natters I would 1ike to see the questioms of fact settled, but T
am sure that they will not be settled novw or at any ovher timc,
unless some pressure is pul upon the producers and purveycrs of
food materials to demonsitrate that tholr pracilces are saie. In
connection with this entive program of the use of insectiicidal
materials, or what are nov called generally econcmic polsons, I
have not obscrved that the manufacturers of these products have
been parileularly interested in establisthing the background on
vileh they could be used with safety. Nelther have I seen that
the users of these products have been,very.mnch.coneezned to

sclve ithe ulitimate prcblems of public health that arise from thei:s
use. Lt ig only when we have a food and drug_administration nat
zerts liself in the public behalf that sufflcient attention is
brought to thesc matters to provide the research that will a“SILI
the problems. Consequentl y,vhmle I am heartily sympathetic with
the individual food grower, I am bound ito feel that public safety
is increasingly dependent upon the application of pressurce by
such & public agency as the Food and Drug Administration.
Censequently, vhen I was asked recently vwhether I would take part
in a hearing or hearings of this type, I expressed my reservations

ot

avout the adequacy of the information, but I accepied promptly ithe
professional obligation of bvelng present.
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I find that everythlng you say on the subject is reasonablé, andg’
I am particularly impressed with your statement that "the apple

and pear lndustry.......does not at Lhe present time use any - :
form of Flucrine or Arsenate of Lead.” If this is the case, there
may not be too much point in a hearing on these items at this time.

To answer your question specifically, we have done a very consi-
derahle smeunt of work on DDT, and oy asscocelate, Dr. Heyroih, has

been Loylng te get together a long report on the subject which
meviews the llterature, such unreported work of others.as has

come to us in varlous ways, and our oun obgervations. Unfortunately,
tihe resulis of various cbservers on the:subject of the tolerablc
concentration of DDT in food materlals are not in complete agree-

dsient. It is parcicularly unfortunate that governmental agencics

4o Ut gecm Lo agree with each other.

Ve nave caxrxcd on no cbservacions on Parathlon, buL are fairly
fanmiilar with such vork as has been done unlesg some has been
zoing on quxauly without our knovledge. We have also been working
o wconme degree on chilordane and benzene hexachloride, and ve
exvect to do scme considerable vork on Tozaphene. There nay bhe

Information viich would be helpful in B'u&di¢%h¢ﬂ£ a Loleronce on
Parathion, and in the case of DDT, 1f some oif the disagreement

can be resolved, it would seem- Lnat a tolerance could be get withe
cut oo much difficulty.

You referred to my visit to Germany and my r»epcrt. I may say that
the latter vas originally comfidential, Lut It is nc longer, and I
think 1t could be obtalned In the usual manner Jrom the T.E.A. in
the Deparitment. of Commerce. Acitnally, however, what I learned in
connectlon vwith insectlcides was of ianlerest primarily ih conmnection
withh thelr e¢xperimental development, not with matiers related %o
public health concerning 1i. The Gexmans were very active indeed .
in developmentis that would lead to the manufacture of these products,
but so far as 1 was able to find, they had not done. the toxicologic
work that would reveal the signiflcance of - low dosages over long
perlods of the .

I am very much interested in what you have to say about the use

£ DDI and Parathlon. The latter, in my opinion, is a very dan=-
ge?ous material, which should be hindled with & great deal more
care than it has comuonly been given. Whether there is any
chronic effect, however, is unknown to me, and thls should be
vorked out with great care. I would certainly,; at some convenient
tine., 1f there ls any such time, llke to be able 4o see the problen
that emists in the orchards, in the practical handling of these
mnaterials. I have had no experlence alceng this line, and I should
feel much better infcrmed if I had been able to gsee for mysell how
they are used and what happens. Any informatlion that comes to
your attention on any aspects of the hazard of the practlcal use
of these mater ials-in your area, would be of the greateat interest
to me.
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With kindest regards, '  :_
Cordially yours,. -

A

- Bob@rt;ﬁafﬁghoe,_m.‘Dﬂ
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