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To Members of the NPV LA
Lecd Paint Scfety Committee:

Enclosed is @ copy of an article entitled, "Lead Poison Worst
Ever ot 260 Coses", which cppeared in today's New York Times.

In Mr. Brown's cbsence, | cm forwarding copies of this article
for your information.

~\7/'/%/%1_ S ey

Ferne M. Horrer, Secretary to
Royal A. Brewn, Technical Director
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Phvsicians e reported 200
ezses ¢! ead poisoning ia ¢hil.!
dren 2o the New York City
Health Depamment dur.ng the
first four months of this year
re than ‘for any other|
comparabie period,
Heaith ollitials atirit
Sise in reporis to rcce’:. in-
creased inilerest on the pant of)
medical and co-n"'n.n::v jeacers
» ihis oId rmecical-social probe
‘e, Tris interest jed 0 a
reiease of city funds allowing
the Health Dcpa..men: 10 test
oiere dlocd specimens for lesd,
'.'-.e.'cby dc:ec:ing earijer this!
»reveniatle distase of
ome environment,
.-.ea..h oificials suspect that
the higher t0tal represents just
e smeail {raction of the jeazé-
Poisoning cases here,
"Our caiculations
that :.“.e.-e re abu:
czses here,” said Dr, Vingen
Guiree, hecagd of the c..ys ez
Frevenijon program. In an ine
terview, Dr, Giinse elzhorated
2s foilows ¢n some of he statis-
Les on cases of icad poisoning
in recent years: :
CNinsty-ihree per cent
lead peil senings ogeurrec among
cxidren 1 to 4 years of age.
CAlthough 86 -‘e- cent o ¥
cases  were  ameong chil-
cren from bSlack &d Spznishe
spc.x:g families, woungsiers
from these groups made us less
tan half the city's population
‘o.""z 2%e range,
CThe 727 cases in 1969 were
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the :-.ighe_st recorced in
e c"ys iswory, but the two
cealns were he fewest in the

last decade, The most dealh
{rom leaC poiso.-.i.-:g were the
19in 1860,

None of the 1570 cases re-
poriec thus far were fatal,

High rates among young
children refiect the fact that
they eat <he iead paint peels
‘..-g oif ke indoor walls of
ncmes built before 'Warld Wa"
"Ii. Though covered with newer
lzyers, e org.::al jead paint
remaing on wails in many older)
hornes in poverty areas of Ncw:
York and other American c' ies.

Since World War I, laws
v.ere and elsewhers in the coun-
- «ry have prokibited the use of
ad paint indoors. Some ou:-
<oor paints stiii contain jead.
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Eve-r e WelllFed Do It

Studics Rave shown
o’ even well. xcd ca :
things ke paint clay, o
T, matches, cigaretie :
OF crayens hot are not foci.
Doctors eall this sle.unders

si0od nhengmenon pica, In zo0-
iG3Y. 1ne pica is the genus con-

Wining the megpies, whith are
omnivorous, o

Though pica usuzily bdegins
asous :gc 1 and disappears Oy
2qe 5, 1he American Academy
of Pediatrics says that 25 many
s 50 per cent of mothers of
chiidren with pica aiso have
t=ca themselves.”

Because the intesiine c2n
"bso'b only small amounts of
Z2ad at 2ny one t.':e, ingestion
of tmv amomts of lead over 2
long time can be more canger-
cus Cthan ealing a iarges amount

ace. Doctors suspect 2 chiid!

must eat lead chips for sbout
th-ee months before sympioms!
o! pu*b.s-z - from the Latin:
for lezd pei son...;—devc op.

Once absorbed, jead can al-:
Tect almost every s_vste’n o.»
.he body. Most of ¢

metal is stored in bo es. ang!
:ppea’s 2s opaque white I..‘
ag the end of the wrist and knee!
bones on X-rays of chiidren
with severe lead poisoning.

Secause jeacd interferes w.C.;
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the body’'s marnufaciure of
hemoglobin, the oxygen-ca:s
ing protein in red blood ce..s.
large amounis of lead cause
a’zc'-zlz. a deliciency of such
ells, When dociors loox
H-ough 2 mxcroscope 22 stained
spec.:-xe'zs of blood and ses
blue specks on the red ce..s,
they may suspect jead poxscn-i
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he Healls Depariment

heavyi;

S.report

*nne A
voemh L8
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asm ¢l the a.,wc.. .
c caled iead eolie™
Tooled coctors into ‘c:cssary
ety suea as appendecto-
mies.

~ead can cause tny
rhages in the brain leading 1w

“"

hemor-

comisions and  coma. The
meal may slso inte-fere with
sinsticning of ..:. 'es in A

wr ond log, cav .n- a zaraly.
sis caled wrist or foot <rop.

Sociors want to detect lead
poisoning as early as poss'b!e
9 prevens, rather [3
thase symptoms. is why

203 an

=fusien of $1.2-million earlier
itkig year 10 siep up. its .e"d-x
‘prevention program.

Aclion  oesins when ‘.hcz
Eeaita Depariment receives a

nort of 2 case of Ic..d *oiso-
ing, either from a praciicin
:‘ vsieizn or frem 2 blood test

seriormad 2t ihe depariment's

neshod, D

nu.n w
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u‘.‘ nee s2id, s a .aoo.-a:c.-;f'
tast performed by 2 process

2lind zlomic-absorplion spec.
tepholometry. Tae Health De.
‘sariment consicers adbrormal ai
100d ieal ievel of 60 micro-|
gams er highern (A ....c.og.-a-r;

3¢ )a

i cne-tnpusancth of a grem
! Sor.e doctors had t cpcd thay]
2 ATA [Jor celta amino levusi
iimie 2eic) wou.d be the easies’tl
‘sereening test for lead-poison-
ing_cases.

i Tae ALA urine test Dr. Gal-
.nee s2i¢, is var e..-«.e. A Hz2ita

e "‘pu':ed

am
-

the urine st f:Asc-
in

B2

etaoas o
w....: et

iy Ciagnosed lead poisexning
2dout °30 ser cent of caildren
without the disease and A-..ed
t0 celect zhout -one-thiré of
lcad-,...s...,x-« cases.
~g a report of 2
loesx..ve .ead test, a Health De-
::r;.Ac..t representative takes
2 p.es of ‘wall paint w..cre
‘the youngsier lives,

i
172 “azy “of fhese samples is’
‘sositive

- -
esaraT

.e‘-d the Health

¢ars the landlord
ta xe:d
five days. i the

J‘a-
ame
e o>y

0 com plv, as,

‘-.s :-.::;c. ed adoul a2l ihe

wme, the Sity's ....c.;c..-' Re-

zair 9.-:-.-:.. does ne workx
. ...‘: bills The landl c-d

Dr. Guinge s:zid the .eal:.".l

iveal

paint in hones. iy

ent was cotectl

a8 adcul c:c-:a:.’ of :he Py

i ¢f emudren suflering [rom leug:
E ing. inthe o

‘Guinge saig, simpung
dures may nave
nicden lexd paint,

iy may rave lfzled lo revenl
other ‘*or"‘s <hat the child vise!

Aed., Methess who work while
‘on we.‘”e 2re reticent 0 re-.
this ""or“::..o cess .c'
the Heaith Dese ..“cn.s suare]
‘antees of ceniidentiality,

i Next menth, the Kealth De-j
ipariment plans 0 bedin using

2 por:ab:c moi:icl of a .—ewi
Jead s cetegtd machine  that
New Vc-x L..xvc's. ¥'s departe!
-ren’ of envirenmental medis;

[cine devel opnd with funds from
he  city’'s Health Research)
Co..-xc.‘. 1t is hoped thar this,
icevice will enable an insdecior
110 survey an cn::'.-e .o'.s.ng[
;unit without moving  any!
'maint ¢hips and to increase thei
accuracy of deteciing  lead)
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