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HAFNER INDUSTRIES, INC.

. P.0O. BOX 3923 AMITY STA. « NEW HAVEN, CONN. 06525

February 2, 1979

»

Mr. Leonard W. Weaver
Technical Center Manager
Bird & Son }
East Walpole, Mass. 02032

Dear Mr., Weaver:
A copy of your letter dealing with the asbestos"contioversy to

Plastics Design Forum which appeared in the Januvary/February
1979 issue is attached.

Let me quickly say that I subscribe completely to its contents
for it représents the clear reflection of an informed writer.

If only the media who actually form the vast majority of public
opinion would develop the whole story - and not treat.an appro-
priate newsworthy subject so superficially - we would all be
better sexved. '

We have a proprietary and commercial interest in the asbestos
story which may be of interest to you. It involves the chemical
recovery of a variety of PVC-containing wastes for the purpose
of reusing them as materials. One of the materials reclaimed

is asbestos fiber.

We are entering the market development phase and believe you
will be interested in both the quality of the product(s) and its
forecasted selling price which will be quite competitive with .
your raw material sources.

A recent SRI study predicts a 10% shortfall in world asbestos
supply by 1980. Additionally, the reclaimed PVC resins and
additives have been evaluated as at least egqual to their virgin
counterparts. The PVC market development effort is also moving
forward now. Your vinyl siding operation may also have interest
in its price and guality advantages thereby avoiding some of

the price escalations.

My contact(s) with Bird & Son have involved our evaluation of
its hardware. My long-standing contact has been Mr. Robert Groh.
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Bird & Son

This letter therefore contains buy-and-sell opportunities for
writer and addressee. I would like to hear from.Birdw&. ..
Son for I believe a dialogue established now could have economic
benefits, as well as a contribution to materials and energy

conservation with environmental improvement.

Hopefully, Bird & Son share our national conservation and environ-
mental goals which we are dedicated to see realiged. It is. too
seldom that this type of effort offers an economic benefit that

accompanies a useful social good.

We would like to discuss our venture more specxficaliy with you
and hope that you will favorably ‘consider this bu31ness

LI

Very truly yours,
HAFNER INDUSTRIES INC.

Edwin A. Hafner
President

. Enc.

EAH/plt
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2cogny:; oqxpﬁthe hazardous ‘riatureof: asbestos :{s_belated,
é n ;th e51930"s:that. public health officials™ {denti-
- g o st/pf ’tgetpm },emsmrelate 40, asbestos‘fiber, and the more. eanhtened ‘
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properties of the finished product ‘this’ 1s not a‘lways possib'le. .

As recogmzed in your artxc]e, asbestos has many unique properties which have

;. -No. counterpart in anything .else.” It seems that.the first responsibility of
“industry is to recognize when there are no adequate substitutes and then design
the manufacturing operation in such a way that the fibers are properly confined
-both during and after the processing step. An accomplishment of this sort

" would be more worthy of pride than the sxmple blmd ehmnation ,of the use of
- asbestos fiber.. ;

S .4. -

Very tru]y yours '

Technical Center Manager

001056

CORPORATE HEAIQUARTERS: EASI WALPOLE, MA « MILLS: EAST WALPOLE, MA « NORWOOD, MA »

LISHALE, R« CIlICAGO. 1L « SHREVEIORT, LA « CHARLESTON, SC « PERTIH AMROY, NJ « SAN MATEQ, CA « RARDSTOWN, KY «

. —




