SPEAKING OF POWER

Note 10 power engineers: Don’t build
that new plant too close to an airport.
A new law gives the Clvil Aeronautics-
Administration broad powers, iocluding
condemnation authority, to prevent any
construction near airfields which it con-
siders o hazard 1o flying safety. At this
writing, Braddock Light & Power Co is
bumping against this new angle. For
the new 160,000-kw generating station
under construction at Alexandria, Va.,
plang call for 1931t stacks. CAA says
they would produce an “obstruction to
sir navigation” at Washington’s Na-
tional Airport more than a mile and a
halt away, wants them cut down to 162
ft. City officiala of Alexandria, which
has a comprehensive anti-smoke ordi-
nance, say stacks that low would viclate
the ordinance, causo smoke ond soot to
pour, over the city. All of which leaves
Braddock right in the middle.
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Generating facilities of the U. S.
must be increased 80% in the next ten
years, says Tomlinson Fort, manager of
central station sales for Westinghouse.
He forecasta n rise in electric power
sold from 217 billion kwhr in 1947 to

. 374 billion in 1957. Basing his figurea

-on Westinghouse planning studies, Fort

credits heavy industry with 80 billion

-of the increase, points to potential gsins
ind ic, rural and il loads
as wall. Keeping pace with such growth
would’ require that power companies
spend in ten yeacs an amount of money
equivalent to the total now invested in
all U. S. privately owned utilities.
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Dack from a 10,000-mile editorial trip

-which took bim, eatirgly by alr, from

Seattle down the Coast to San Dicgo,
then on to Mexico City and "back
through Texas and Oklahoma, Associate
Editor Ben Skrotzki says that nowhero

did he find power in ample supply,’

everywhere he found tremendous eflorta
being made to build for today's de-
mands and the much bigger loads that

- most engineers expect for the future.

In Portland st the time of the flood, he
noted a wry sort of compensation—
although flood waters .drastically re-
duced output of key hydro plants, the,
“same waters took many industrial plants
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off the line temporarily ;nd there was
no shortage of power for those 'in a
position to use it
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R S Clark's verse sbout the fiendish
propensities of the checker (Speaking
of Power, May} drew the following
rhymed rebutial from I E.Herman of
Meclbourne, Australia:

The Checher's life, some people say,
I3 sheer delight in ev'ry way.

His work is cary and so free

No sweal, no toil, just sesiful glee,
But le?'s be lair and free from pride
Come on, look [rom the other side,

Any drawing [resh from its comple.
tion .

Looks rather nice, above 1uspiclon.

Layouts seem righs, lettering's fine

Figares in row, arrows in line.

Thus it's thrown in the Checker's lap

“Here's your baby—let's Aear you
yap!”

From under all the outward glamor
Like sore thumb sticks out the error.
His pencil scars the drawing’s beauty
He can's help i1, that's his duty.
Merking oll mistakes with Morror,
The print soon goes Technicolor,

Fhen that is done, then comes the
teat: B
To lace the Spirit of Prozest.
« Faults, though tactfully presented,
More than likely ore resented,
The Checker's woys can't ba fhe
same,
He has to stand it, that's the game.

To err is human, 10 they say;
Some are too Auman in that way,
Though Ae knows mirgcles don't ex-
ist, :

The Checker stays an optimist,

> He Aopes that soma day he will meet
A lovely, perfect, foultless sheet;
And find ¢ man {if thal's ot too

much}
Pho admits his faults and bears ne
grudge.
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Industry and government have joined
forces informally in a coordinated pro-
gram of exploratory drilling ang assay
work in the Western Colorado shale-oil
fields. At least 11 core-drill holey will
be sunk this year in the Green River
formation—said to be the world's
largest single mineral deposit. Four or
mora holes are planned by Unjon Oil

* logical and assay work. All core §
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Co of Calif. and seven by the B
of Mines acting for the Navy, Iniji; ¥
tion, Pacific 01l Co, 8 Standard 0%
Calil. subsidiary, is carrying oni2¥N

ing and other exploration by p
companies will be carried out on
erties they hold in the area. G
mentsponsoted drilling  will by
Naval Shale OIl Reservation N

Keep an eye on this developm
has interesting possibilities. In ¢
sion of synthelic fuels, thalo oil
ceived relativgly little atientin
though difficult to refine Into o R
ucts, it makes a good burner fuel. 1[8N
cations are that'it can be prod
piped to the West Coast at not toohigh
a cost. With an increasingly tighhd
situation there, shale oil may be
substitute fuel to ochieve MN&{I&
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Enthusiasts of the old iron by
wiped a quict tear one day this .&}_m
when the last steam locomotive lefiiths
Schenectady shops of American:ge)

Stripping off convas jacket, covering 2-in.-thick sectlons,

at Waoterside genorating stati f Con: Jrson
of 85% magnesia insulation applied to a piping insulation o 9 statlon o solidated Edison 46

yeors ago, showed thot insulotion sections were hard and firm

Insulation
Holds up
46 Years

13
! » Warsrsioe Stamon of Consolidated
Edison Co, New York has a heavy
@odernization program under way. In
%, the course of this prog ia fa- 2
1, salation first applied 46 years ago had
10 be pulled off older equipment, elated
to be acrapped.
5 Upon removal of the canvas facket,
. lnsulotion surlace, Fig. 1, 2, and 8,
 thowed hard and firm, Sections removed
: €0uld be handled easily and gave liule
opatent [ndication of dimensionat
‘.‘h“'!l in blocks from shrinkage or
varping over tho years. .
Pipe Insulation, Fig. 1 and 8, 2 in.
s ®erved on pipelines operating at
:;?:'624 hr a day, 365 doys & year,
“ teted ” Secllo:‘u were laboratory-
B ity ot to determing thermal conductiv-
A 'be samples. They tested 052 at
wee mean temperature. This is in
" Tent with the known fact that con-
"y of the product at the begin-
igher f‘hlha century ran somewhat
e an today's 045 conducu"y s

fact that o good share of Alco
Jocomotive facilitica will be
balled" to meet any_future de;
*x * *
destined for fend-lense to Ru:
obtained from WAA by Bu
Mines, has been made avail
BCR’s Locomotive Develupmcnlf. g
mittee for , experimentation with!
verized fuel at the Dunkirk leat
Américan Locomotive Co. A;
amaller unit will be used in the;
underground coal gasification .
ment at Gorgas, Ala. ¢

Insulation picces token from pipeline operoting at 450 F, Fig. 1 obove, under
fob y tests for conductivity, Indicoted little or no loss In this factor

Keeping 1he kilowatts cooridfi
the job of maintenance crov! »«
power plants oll over tha coustl;
There’s no glamor In it— ‘
at In cold blood, ft's » mancisd
hord work, often done at odd B2
ond under trying conditionshB 41§
0o planti—large or amsll, nq’
old—is eny better than fts =t
nance, and like al) nocessary’
thie one has its real uml-)

This month's
iron tubes golng Into the alr
of o central-tation bofler—!
1ho Job and the men who do |

eovur—"":."

hé . A

Blocks of 85% mognesia, cut from standard 1lzes oand applied to gridded sur-
faca of feadwoter heater 46 years ago, show no apparent shrinkoge or warpoge
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