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Mr. H. B. Meller,
ing Directosy—
fie Foundation of herica,@

Pittsburgh, Penna.

Dear Harry:

I talked with Kr. Wharton Clay of the National
Mineral Wool Association shortly after receiving your
letter of December 22nd. o

I find he 18 discouraging your maxing the trip
to New Yorx to talk with hiz because, in his opinion, the
proposed survey of the industry is slated for rejection
at the next meeting of the meabers of the Association.

It appears that you may bave been amisled con-
cerning the point to which the proposal had progressed
within the Association. As a matter of fact, I was pot
ayself sware of the exact state of affairs. It seems -
that one member, Standard Liame & 8tone Company, of Balti-
sore, Maryland, has been urging that the Secretary of ths
Association present & proposal for a survey of this type
to the meabership, with an estimate as to the sxpenditure
that would be involved. On other occasions such a pro-
posal has been made in general terms and without detailed
information as to what would be done and what the cost

: would be - and on esch occanon has met with defeat.

It also donlopod in the course of my talk with
Nr. Clay that, shen the name of ths Poundation had deen
suggested to Standard Lime & Stone Company, they bad in-
dicated a bellef that we were not set up to do this sort
of work and that the Foundation was mersly a %"clearing
house® for information derived from t he work of others.
I hastened to disabuse Mr. Clay's aind of this idea and

pointed out that, while the Foundation would aake “.PRUDUCED
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the wvarious agencies in the medical, engineecring and Roentgen-
ologloal fields who might otherwise be consulted, they would
contribute largely to the success of the survey through di-
recting the activities of the various experts and through cor-
rolltinz the results of their separate investigations.

. I made these points clear to Mr. Clay and obtained
his pro-ine that no commitaents would be asde elsewhere with-
out first giving you the opportunity of coming to New York
and presenting your proposition. I feel this assurance on
his part i{s the best thal can be done at the present time
under the circumstances, and I believe you will agree that
& trip by you to New York at this time might prove & waste
of time and soney. 1 thinx, however, that it will not be
amiss for yYou to write Mr. Clay and endeavor to correct the

" 4mpression of the Foundation he received Irom the Standard

Lime and 8tone Co. representative, as you could probably do
this more effectively than I. It might also be bhelpful 1if

a very rough estimate - so labeled -~ of the probable expenses
of the survey could be provided Mr. Claey in the event the
proposal 1s brought up at the January l3th zmesting of tha

Association.

With gindest regards and bost wishes for the Hew
Year, I an

Bincerely, -

Vandiver Browmn,
General Attormey.
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