Medical Sleuths |

Fear of Toxic Matenals
Creates More Demand
For Epidemiologists

Dow Chemical Study Seeks
Link Between 24 Deaths.
And Work at Texas Plant

A Tedious, E_ustrating Traif

BY GEORCETTE JASEN
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STRENT JOURBAL -
It reads like a detective story. - - 3
Twenty-four men from a small* area ony
the Texas Gulf Coast are mysteriously de
of-a rare disease, braiw camser. Investig:
tows have sifted througl thousands of pages
of . evidence and talked with people wh
might know something ahout the case, b
90 far they dom't know wist-caused -thy rd
sase. One theory holds that the-deails a
related to the men's work: All 2 wers g
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thete ever these
move, aware of problems: cansed: |

corporations. and b
show that products and-werking. g
are safe. T g

ogical methods are being used to i
between ‘ampons and tnde shoek syndrome;,
“There wif! be evem more stodids.” pred
Ralph R. Cook, Dow's chie{ ~oidemniologist,.
"The public is asking moee-sap Eab
questions,”

Providing the answers is coatly. A physi-
clan with a doctorate in public health cam
earn about. $70.000 in industry. Union Car
bide says its brain-cancer study wilk cost
§230,008. Dow. spengs mare than 320 milidon.
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And ¢he cutiays are rising. o6 the-puist,
which some smailer chemieai com '
may be hard pressed. “There will be tre-
mendous distortions imr- the chernical indus-
try,” says Etcyl Blair, Dow's vice president
for health and environmental scieoces.
“Small companies that don't have the re
sources will be shut ot.”

The: case of the 24 Dow warkars in Texas
illustrates how much time, effort and money
are consumed in epidemiological stixlies,
and how the inherent imprecision ean lead
two groups to draw different. conclusions in
a gingle situation.
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don't trust each other. “Some government
studies are fishing expeditions,”” says Perry
Gehiring, a Dow vice pres}dent. “They find
anything they can catch.”

On the government side, Victor Alexan-
der, an OSHA physician, says, ‘‘We encour-
age companies to do all the epidemniology
they like., We also have an obligation ta do
the best job we can. We might want to look
into things they don’t.” Questioned directly,
_however, both deny there's any mistrust,

-just legitimate differences in methodology.
“It depends on how you slice up thé infor--

“mation,” says J. Wiliam Lloyd, an OSHA
epidemiologist.’

the causes, Investigators say they now know
whether nearty all of the sample is alive or
dead; it wasn’t easy to find out even that.
Reviewing personnel records for date and
cause of death and death certificates from
three counties surrounding the plant was
just the beginning.

A list of names was sent to the Social Se-
curity Administration. in Washington to find
out whether a death claim had been filed or
where retirement benefits were being sent.
The names of those still missing were sent
to the Texas motor-vehicles bureau. Govern-
ment agencies can ask the Internal Revenue
Service for a last known address, and there
are high-school-and college alumni records
'and checks of local telephone books. “It's

exposed | shoe-leather epidemiotogy,” says Dr. Cook.

b Investigatofs may ‘never know what

““The real pitential danger is that there's
a chemical M the plant that no one sus-
pects,’” says Dr. Alexander, the OSHA epi-
dernjologist. ‘We won't see the benefity of
improved controls. until the turn of the cen-
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