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Henlth and Safeaty at Wnrk ecte, Act 1074

!
Amorng the additional dutics imposed by tlic licalth
and Safety at Vork etc. Act with effect rrom lst April 1975
33 that contained in Scetion 6 vhereby munufacturcrs and
supplicers arc reauircd to make available to customers adeque
ate informaticen to ensure that procducts will bo safe and
witlhiout risk to hewslth when properly uscd. Early action ls
callecd for in this conncetion in viaw of tho nccd to propare
and possibly print tho warnings and inforimation required
coupled with the fact that it is our intcention to scek,
through the reclevant trade associations, the adoption eof
standnrd practices wherever possiblo.

: I/know that in some casos individual Unit Conmpanies
) have alrcady given consideration to the action required under
! Scction 6 and the purpese of this noto is to bring you up-to- .
date with the way in which thpso most closcly concernod at i

T&R Leliove the problem should be tackled. At the symo time,
thoughit has been given to tho possible nced to label certain
products, the use of which might give riso to hecalth risks,

Generally, thesae qucstions havo beon considered in
rclation to asbestos and asbestos basod products and in the

casc of Unit Companics whoso products give rise to different
hazards this circular is accompanicd by a separate nute.

Section 6

) It §5 proposced to recommend to tho Asbestos Inform-
ation Committce (Al1C), who arc alrcady considering the wvhole
question, that the asbestos industry should be adviased to.
adopt a paragraph along tho tol‘o&ing lincs (modificd as -
appropriato to tcko account of. the particular matorials con- — T

corncd in cach case). for inclusion in sales literature and as
¥ & postiscript to Conditions of Sale. However, beforo tho
' proposal is put forward formally I should bo grateful for -
AJC can bo

your commenta so that TaN's representatives en tho
cortain that Unit Company vicows arc acdequatcly taken into

account:i-

*ilcalth nnd Satetvy at Work etc. Act 197h
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[FKH0UTSZC:7 procuctes ave é:shcscor reanforend plystiedy
und i currton witiv.all crthe (uas based nmpersals ave
pubjcct 1o v requircments of the Asbestos Hegpul: atians
1969 and tho llcalth and Suroty av Norii cte. 2ct a07,
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Cortuln o;n(_.'.!.inn:s with ach m:n.:-rinl.g-vqnirn [rrec e
tionzs toe Lo taulicn to ensure that they will Le safe afwd
without risks to health when proporly used. .

The publications of the Asbestosis Roscarclh Council
vhich doscribe these precautions can bo olitained dircet
from the Enviromaental Control Co'mittvn of the Councilt,
114 Park St’"“~. London W.l. or from fLAC Cunstruction
Materials ltg/

Scetinn 15 (2):  Sehedule 3, Pararpeanh 1 (N)

These provisions enalile the Sceretary of State to
make repulations requiring the labelliarzs of any substance,
While it is unlikely that this poucr will be exercised on
thv Iat April 1575, it is lnewn that askestes is high on
tho 1list of substances regarded as dangerogs in the workplace
by the Factory Insncctorate and accordingly asbestos products
are thougnt Jahely to be the subJecc of a labelling obligatiovn
at a fairly early date.

The ALIC Lelieves that it would be wise for the
asbestos dndustry to anticipate the likely lepgal requirement
by the introduction of a label at this stare in a form with
which it is itself satisfied in the beilief that this will’
reduce significontly the risk of the 1rpouitzon of a label by

"legislative action,

It is suggested that the label should tako the
folloving form:=-

WARNINRG

Avoid crcating dust
Contains asbéstos fibros
Breathing asbestos dust

may cause serious
discaso

TAKE CARE YITH ASBDESTOS

Similar wording already appears on labels in use
Ly asbestos fibre produccrs boith within TAN and clscwhere
througiivut the world.

¥ill you plcase let me know your vicws with regard
to tho form of tho proposcd label and to the recosrscndation
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' that labelling Le intruducud in Lthe cnze of asboestus products | A

al an early sutege uotvithustanding the abscenco of a legal
requicrceriont,
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Tﬁo above proposals have beea prepared. in conjunction W
: with:- : ,
o .
. B. Lincoln, Group Environmental Co-ordinator s -
M.F. Howe, Deputy Chairman, AIC =
W.P., Howard, Secrotary, AIC . o
$ o
[]
. Dr. H.C. Lewinsohn, Group Medical Officer : ]
' LT
. ] .




