Top of the news

OSHA's rules spur suits

When Fahn H Stender. Assistant See-
retary of Labor and bead of the depant-
ment’s Ouaupatioial Satety and Healih
Admunstranon, presented tinat standasds
for worher exposure 1o v chlonde
ienomer gas at the Natonal Safets Cone
sress m Chicago Last sweeck, he eapeatal
the Lubor Dept "o be sued by hoth
sides.”™ He was partially nght wathin two
tmutes of the announcement, when the
Soeiery of the Plastios Industry tifed a pe-
ttton tot revtew of the standards i the
Second Crrvnit Coutt ol Appedds in New
York.

Other sutts followed, Hooker and
Umon Cashide tled o simlar pention m
the samw court, Firestone filed in the
S Cyirewt, Fenneco and Aar Prodacts
i the Third Creeinte Al companies will
sech ooget the avtions temoved to e
Second Civwt Court Ao, B Good-
rich savs it antends o request i begal e
VICW,

Butone attornes tanibiar with the long
struggle over the standards tells Chemcal
ek that 0 will be wovery tough case
tor the mdustry o overtatn” citing whid
he desribed as an eseellent preamble™
to the standards from QSHAL

The standatds are not the "no detee-
table™ hnut originally proposed by the
ageney  but the three-step program s
much wusher than industry proposed at
heanngs carher thes year, Until the end o
1974 the S0-ppm. manunum exposare set
by OSHA av o temporary entergency
standard i April stays i eflect. In [973
the manimum exposure will drop o 3
ppme. medasured over a 3-minute period,
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with a Lppm mineewerrhted  nere
ttway tor the eisht-hour Jay But anoge
engmeerny of these wontrobs s ot e
sihle, msamum  exposore will be 25
Prome wath respirators o be avnlable bt
hat llhlnd.lll‘l'\. tor worker use A ban
1. 1970 there will be no escephons toothe
Eppm twa and ~oppmenannsn oo,
with respiratons mandatony at lughes ox-
froestires

The other sade the abar unsens s
Ao eapeted tooattak the standards hees
vause ob the amplementation nmotahble
amd aowanee Tor the use o cantister
and cartndpe tespirators CIC woudd ap
preat this thing has aonumbet af Joophales
o sans Uited Rubber Waonkers Pres-
dent Peter Bommuarito The abso takes s
st with the use o gespirators e the
workers” diseienon dunmg 1975 Other
unton spohestien say they need o
tunie to evaminge the stondards

Death Koells Indostty soutees s s
impossible o operate at the fower vapo-
sure bevels, could mean the demise ot the
17 L5 plants tiat produce the monomes
e 37 that polvmenize o mahe paly-
v chiopde (PVO) resims and the thou
sands ot plants that meld osvtiude and
atherwre shape the resins inta plasn
pipes vt Mooning, house sidimye and
phonograph records

An Arthur [ Little stady for 3P i
cades that about 2.2 mdhion jobs o the
US depend on PYC production and tha
the annual Toss o mdustny an sales and
production would be S63-90 hithon o the
material were banped, (Seme 3 bl
b /veur of PVC are now produocad m
the U Wholesale vadue of all produces

“1os3billon

¢

The question now seemis o be s the
the courts will upset the Osil v determ,
nation, whether fegal delass can vive the
idustry sutherent ume w ool up o the
new standards or whether, as one adus-
Uy observer states, “a pobtical and v
nenmie selution must be imposed hy Con
sress tosave the ndustesy ™

Counting Criterin: Object ol the nigw
standards iy protection tor 5300 worheis
wemanomet production S oaia PV plan
vhplovees and abont 330 worg oo
N Ctabocaien plants ‘

Loaposure to VONM Gt hc ol s

ot S0 ppm, or ieher Bos been bk o

abwntt 0 deaths waotlda oo T o
SELIg a tate VR v et siee 1 e
Lirst pnotwed o fanuaes 197 tooer
worhets ol B L Groodned s foreealh
Ka o PAVC plant Fedhnad! taas g 11
OnHA stundard e anga! tosts o 1 e
and the 38 wo Mo Juh 17 p o aenao

~trating Al O T Taks e !

hoatsters GUSh-pp exposure

Ralph Hardimy, president of SPE calls
the stamdards unrealistic,”™ savs ot prohe
bty wrll he nnlmnlhlc Tom ot 4t Dl
Al plants toomeet them and that they
“appeat o hase been developed on woie
Basts tnconsestent with reoomded facs ™

Lrouble Spots: Steader s imote opti-
nistic about the mdustrys abthity Go cope
wih the regulations But he savs the PV
plants will be “hardest pressed ™ The
hatch-process polvmenization ol vnyl
cilande m kettles s the point of highest
enposire o the monomer gas

VinsEohlonde maher Dow Chennead s
hrnging legal action sechine o bluck the
OSHEN terulations The company s it
has been operating ai below [0 ppmeand
constders the new standard “more restnie-
e than necessary,”™ Dow gquestiens the
“abulny ob the andosire o deveiop the
needed tevhnelosy ™ On the other haod
Robmitech sans all s PVO pipe tabn-
cating plants wall meet the new standurds
ated that st witb expand s | reepore Tey .
tesin plantto [So-nuthon-Ihs voar,

Shell loses a round

ovironmental Protecuon Agency Ad-
mnistntor Russell Tran Last veek or-
dered Shell Chenical w stop production
ot aldrn and  dieldrm o most uses,
chunnng the pestiondes can crase aanger
The ban sl retan n etlect unad TR
completes hearmas to deternnne whether
the pestivides’ rezidrations should be
cateched

Shelly sole manutadurer of the pests
andes, would hase o cancel plans o 1975
producuon ot ahout 10 nulhos tha b
could sell the mutenal it has i stock

[he two pestiades are chlonnated .
drocabons used largehy on corn, TN
Trntnd cortain seeds

Abdrn breaks down o Jeeldon attes
apphication

Lo bad carbier disclosed s anen-
Sen o mmpose the ban because Tab g
with rat~ and e showed dictden an-
creased the maodence ot mahynant tu-
sty e 3 fay E40 p i Shelt res
utbested a hearmye, and Lt month | Py
admiosttative b pdee Hocher Perds
s vited that manuba ture of e e
cides be \\I\‘wn..'-g‘\!

lastweek, shcll appeaded T s Ldest
cnder e the VoS Carol ot o, S ow
Oncans he Devionaeniad Dotone
Femnd e vreup that mrated the o
PRl e nied sean Last woch g bodein
S s vt an Wasliner e o gL

Sthat tne ban be evtended wo gae
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Demand for scientific manpower is accelerating”. . .
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FThe Deutsch, Shea & Evans eogutose/sgientind demand imbea Basetd o td ann

nchoes of aovaer s,

. . . but the supply of new graduates is lagging

Chemical engineering degrees

Chemistry degeees

Yeat BS M.S, Ph.D, BS MS PhD

1 3,234 1,142 3G0 NA NA NA

i 3,433 1,081 402 7,613 1,612 1,917
1970 3,730 1,055 452 7.794 1,665 2,145
1971 3.6726 1,086 395 7,956 1,941 2.097
1072 3.600 1,158 413 7.908 2,019 1,979
1973 3,486 986 405 8.06G0 2,005 RIS

NA oot avadabbe, Soarces Engineerng Manpower Camvtieeaon Acsrn an e gl S o0,

gy atrhited by most manpower ea-
perts o an upsurge inoenergy and envi-
ronment-related spendimg by indusuy
and government Apother up-and-com-
g tiehd for chemists s heahth saenees re-
st
One banstieter ot ihe state of the
chenueat Job market s the number off
new chenstty Phi s who have wken
postdoctandd research postions, These are
noradly reparded an Chalding patterns.”
Wherebn new viadiates mark tme by
pertuttung owaich of wachmg i ava-
demine depariments unnd they can loeate
pertianent postiions, A tepeal example
CObuo State Eanveraty reports that thiee
yeanazo Al ot s new chemastes PhoDos
Jaccepred postdecional poaitions: two
vears e the nimber was 30 Last vear
3{\'.' ) ’
While the Bippost paan in emplovient
opp Ve Tor cheniss has been reggse
ter the dovteral devel, new B S
chemims e st cvpertending dilticalues
in locating postions A placement ol

at Caltornia Institute of Technology sy
thut the Job outlook 1or B s, diemits s
sull tight, “Thevire gong o graduate
school beciuse there aren’t many jobs
avathable he adds = Hhas s deading them
away from industey and mto tielus bl
mediome and educiuon ™

Although  chemistry jobs are mone
plenitul this vear, saring salanies hine
nutnsen substantialiv. s s patteularis
e at the badhelor's fevel where median
sty sabaties, aecanding toothe Ame-
van Chemieal Society, rose trom N
Lt vear to 730 s vear At e mas-
s tendh AUS aepors o change i aver-

¢osttttny sadanies for graduates from
Sito T STLS00 i {974 The
hettiest saons statting salartes were re-
catded at the doctorat Tevel ST900) L
sear to NI E90 s vear

The aproved caplonment Proaspna s
movhemisue pachieab sty at the Phly
level e mon vod sonet aed o rg e the
natihei of PhD craduates Gae ntdy

Sowodoctiaates an chemsitoy whooh have
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been dechmng winee 1971 are evpected
By most eaperts 1o wontimue Latling ror
mah of the rest ol the deaade, ey re-
Hecung st enjollment m praduate
suhioods durimg the stow 19701975 pened

The U8 Labor Dept s Othee ot du-
Caltet wonbitims that hr\\-yc.\x )_:r.nin.nc
enrodiments dropped signiheantiy at that
tme trom an aserage ol ahoug 7080 be-
tween H96K and 1970 10 6,821 n 197!
And a survey o academie departinents
by ¢ 0 andieates that enroliments hase
stnee fallen turther, Inone tvpical case,
the T nnversay of Waishington reports thit
is total enrollment of ciemistny majors
dropped trom 330 0 1ew vears ago o tns
svar’> 260 I contrast, the schoal say-
vhemistry sy enrollments have n-
creased as much as 10 this vear over Last
vear Otherads gt the untversaity attribute
this trend 1o mggars moother belds elect-
1y chemestry courses,

While the over-all chiemistny entoll-
ment has continued o doching, the -
ation bas been most mark od at the gradu-
ate devel Most schools sult seport o tirm
desire on thie part of undergraduites (o
nragor an chemstey However, academic-
L see this development as hinked o the
murcasiiny populanty o premedival stud-
s aniene undorgraduates,

Winle manpower speantbists gree that
decreasing chemistes enrollments and
eraduation fates mav eventually lead woa
shortave of Chenusts, they concede that
the umeteble tor this development de-
pemds vita lotob uapredictable vanables,
et among which ot state o the U s,
R\UHUXH'\ over the neat u)llplt‘ ol ALLIAN

Nevertheless, several predictions can
be made I ocollege teaching, o tradi-
nonal outlet djor Ghennsus Phud s, most
experis predict modest growth, Foroex-

ampies Allan Carter of the Lnnersiy of

Caintornia bt Loy Angelos, asseris that the
college-aze populauon will nor grow sub-
stantialh donmg the neat 30 years, wath
the result that new vollege teachers will
nat be needed i reat numbers,

Vraisnde the avademie sphere, the out-
Db oo chermints o brighter Tor e
imple, e Labor Dept’s Occupationad
Ot Handbook predicts that the Jde-
et o Chetists moandusiny waill eveeed
suppiv by 1S And the Bareau o | abai
Nlalistioy otesees anaverape vearly gy
mand o e 800 pew ndesial chemiags
trom now unult 133 But the course that
indusiry s atwal bimng rates wall tehe de-
peads en coonomic and tedhinologteal de-
selopments such as the need 0 mahe
CTEAleT Use fL'\'_\JIlI:.‘ and uncon.
cendional raw amaehaly that now oan

vty b auessed at
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