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LimiORA!®UM:

D e t r bi t  Te s t i n g Labor a to r y  C on tac t

i

On Septem ber 6 , 1940, i t  was n e c e ssa ry  f o r  th e  D ix ie  Fuel T erm ina l 
Company, lo c a te d  on Zug Is la n d  in  D e t r o i t ,  M ich igan, to  c a l l  i n  t h e  Chicago 
B ridge  & I ro n  Company to  r e p a i r  t h e i r  tan k  ^8  w hich had b u r s t  open due to  a 
f a u l t y  s a f e ty  p re s s u re  va lve»  T h is ta n k  has a c a p a ci ty  o f  55 ,000 b a r r e l s  
and has b een  used to  s to r e  K oolm otor, C i t ie s  S e rv ice  O il Company's le a d e d  
re g u la r  g a s o l in e .

Yihen th e  ta n k  had been  steam ed f o r  fo u r  d ays, th e  D e tr o i t  T estin g  
L ab o ra to ry  was c a l le d  to  check on th e  co m b u stib le  gas c o n te n t to  f in d  ou t 
w hether o r  no t th e  ta n k  was s a fe  to  e n te r  and com plete th e  n e c e ssa ry  r e p a i r s .  
Mr. A. H. M azeika, a s s i s ta n t  to  Mr. C. E . G reenlaw , m anager o f  th e  D e tro i t  
T e s t in g  L ab o ra to ry , re p o r te d  to  make th e  n e c e ss a ry  t e s t s  and a tte m p te d  t o  
e n te r  th e  tan k  vri-thout u s in g  a mask o r g lo v e s , b ut  was stopped  by our 
Mr. P en ro se , who in fo rm ed  him o f th e  h a z a rd s . A f te r le a rn in g  o f  th e  danger, 
Mr. M azeika d id  use th e  mask and g lo v es b u t  seemed q u i te  r e lu c ta n t  and 
t r e a te d  th e  m a tte r  v e ry  l i g h t l y .

A f te r  h e a r in g  ab o u t th e  above in c id e n t ,  1 c a l le d  a t t h e  D e tro i t  
T e s t in g  L a b o ra to ry  w here, i n  th e  absence o f  Mr. G reenlaw , I  c o n ta c te d  
Mr. M azeika, h is  a s s i s t a n t  who in c id e n ta l l y  does a ll  o f  th e  t e s t i n g ,  and 
e x p la in e d  f u r t h e r  th e  h aza rd s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  en tra n c e  o f  a ta n k  
w hich  had s to re d  a lead ed  g a s o l in e .  Mr. M azeika, a ft e r  h e a r in g  th e  com­
p le te  s to ry ,  r e a l i z e d  h is  ig n o ran c e  in  th e  m a tte r  and p rom ised t o  ta k e  
th e  n e c e ssa ry  p re c a u t io n s  i n  making f u tu r e  t e s t s .  ■

On r e c e ip t  o f  Mr. K a le y 's  l e t t e r ,  I  had in ten d ed  to  c a l l  back  a t  
th e  L a b o ra to ry  b u t  f e l t  th a t  i t  w ould be b e t t e r  i f  someone such  as ou r 
Mr. E a r l Bartholom ew , w ould c a l l  on th e  owner, D r. Putnam, and e x p la in  
ou r S a fe ty  Program and re q u e s t  h is  c o o p e ra t io n . To com plete t h i s  c o n ta c t ,
Mr. Bartholom ew  had Mr. J u l ia n  F rey  c a l l  D r. Putnam, who was v e ry  coopera­
t i v e  and p rom ised  th a t  i n  th e  f u tu r e  h is  men would work w i th  us in  e v e ry  
d e t a i l .
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